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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  Comedy  now  publifhed,  was  written  by 
the  -late  Henry  Fielding  fon.'ie  years  before 
his  death.  The  author  had  Ihown  it  to  his  friend 
Mr.  Gaiiick;  and  entertaining  a  high  efleem  for 
the  tafte  and  critical  difcernment  of  Sir  Charles 
"Williams,  he  afterwards  delivered  the  manufcript 
to  Sir  Charles  for  his  opinion.  At  that  time  ap- 
pointed Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  court  of  RufTia, 
Sir  Charles  had  not  leifure  to  examine  the  play 
before  he  left  England.  Whether  it  has  had  the 
honour  to  travel  with  the  Envoy  into  Ruflia,  or  was 
left  behind,  that  it  might  not  interfere  with  the  in- 
trigues of  the  embady,  we  cannot  determine.  Sir 
Charles  died,  in  Ruffia,  and  the  manufcript  was 
loft. 

As  Mr.  Fielding  had  often  mentioned  this  affair, 
many  enquiries  v/ere  made,  after  his  deceafe,  of 
feveral  branches  of  Sir  Charles's  family,  but  did  not 
produce  any  tidings  of  the  comedy. 

About  two  years  ago  Thomas  Johnes,  Efq;  mem- 
ber for  Cardigan,  received  from  a  young  friend,  as 
a  prefent,  a  tattered  manufcript  play^  bearing,  in- 
deed, fome  tokens  of  antiquity,  elfe  the  prefent  had 
been  of  little  worth,  fince  the  young  gentleman 
alfured  Mr.  Johnes,  that  it  was  "  a  damn'd  thino-!'* 
— Notwithilanding  this  unpromifing  character,  Mr. 
Johnes  took  the  dramatick  foundling  to  his  protec- 
tion with  much  kindnefs  j  read  it ;  determined  to 
obtain  Mr.  Garrick's  opinion  of  it^  and  for  that 
purpofe  fent  it  to  Mr.  Wallis  of  Norfolk-ftreer, 
who  waited  upon  Mr.  Garrick  with  the  manufcript, 
and  afeed  himi,  if  he  knew  v/hether  the  late    Sir 
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Charles  Williams  had  ever  written  a  play  ? — Mr, 
Garrick  cad  his  eye  upon  it — "  The  loft  fheep  is 
*' found  ! — This  is  Harry  Fielding's  Comedy  l" 
cried  Mr.  Garrick,  in  a  manner  that  evinced  the 
moft  friendly  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  Author, 

This  recognition  of  the  play  was  no  fooner  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Johnes,  than  he,  with  the  moft 
amiable  politenel's,  reftored  his  foundling  to  the 
family  of  Mr.  Fielding. 

Two  gentlemen,  of  themoft  diftinguiftied  dramatic 
talents  of  the  age,  have  ftiewn  the  kindeft  attention 
to  the  fragment  thus  recovered.  To  thf-  very  libe- 
ral and  friendly  afiiftance  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  to 
the  Prologue  and  Epilogue,  written  by  Mr.  Gar- 
rick, is  to  be  attributed  much  of  that  applaufe  with 
which  the  Public  have  received  the 

Fathers  s  or,  The  Good-Natur'd  Man* 


TO    HIS    GRACE   THE 

DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND, 
LORD     LIEUTENANT 

OF     THE 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX, 

AND 

MASTER  OF  THE  HORSE  TO  THE 
KING. 

MY  LORD, 

THE  Author  of  this  Play  was  an  upright,  ufe- 
fulj  and  diflinguifhed  magiflrate  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  Middlefex ;  and  by  his  publications  laid  the 
foundation  of  many  wholefome  laws  for  the  fupporc 
of  good  order  and  fubordination  in  this  metropolis, 
the  effefls  of  which  have  been,  and  now  are,  for- 
cibly felt  by  the  Public.  His  focial  qualities  made 
his  company  highly  entertaining.  His  genius,  {o 
univerfally  admired,  has  afforded  delight  and  in- 
ftruflion  to  thoufands.  The  memory  of  fuch  a  man 
calls  for  refpefbi  and  to  have  that  refped  Ihewn  him 
by  the  great  and  praife-worthy,  muft  do  him  th« 
higheft  honour. 
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Under  thefe  circumftances  this  little  orphan 
podhiimous  work,  replete  with  liumour  and  found 
icrnfe,  looks  lip  to  your  Grace  for  protedtion,  as  a 
oobleman  wlio  makes  rank  and  affluence  anfwer  the 
great  purpofes  of  difplaying  true  dignity  and  bene- 
ficence. Thus  adorned  by  accomplifliments,  and 
enriched  by  manly  fentiments,  it  is  the  interefl  of 
fociety  to  join  with  me  in  the  warmefc  wiflies  for  the 
continuance  of  your  Grace's  health,  and  of  all  ihofe 
powers  fo  liberally  and  fo  conftantly  exerted  by  your 
Grace  for  the  good  of  mankind. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
MY  LOR  D, 

Your  Grace's 

Refpeclful  and 

Obedient  Servant, 
Bromptor.-PIau* 

JOHN  FIELDING* 


PROLOGUE. 

Written  by  Mr.  GARRICK,  and  fpoken  by 
Mr.  KING. 

fj/'H  E  N  from  the  world  departs  a  fon  of  fame j 

His  deeds  or  works  embalm  his  precious  name  ^ 
Tet  not  contCfit^  the  Public  call  for  art, 
^0  refcue  from  the  tomb  his  mortal  part  j 
Demand  the  painter's  and  the  fculptor's  hand. 
To  fpread  his  mimic  form  throughout  the  land  : 
A  form,  perhaps,  which  living,  was  negleSled^ 
And  when  it  could  not  feel  refpe^,  refpe^led, 
This  night  7io  hujl  or  fixture  claims  your  praife^ 
Our  claim  *s  fupericr,  we  his  fpirit  raife : 
From  time's  dark  Jlore-houfe,  bring  a  long-lojl  play^ 
And  drag  it  from  oblivion  into  day. 

But  who  the  Author  ?  need  I  name  the  wit. 
Whom  natt^re  prompted,  as  his  genius  writ  ? 
Ti  ruth  fmil'd  on  Fancy /<?r  each  well-wrought  fiory^ 
fFhere  char2i&.Qvs  live,  a£l,  and  Jland  before  ye  : 
Suppofe  thefe  charaSfers,  various  as  they  are. 
The  knave,  the  fool,   the  worthy,  wife,  and  fairy 
Tor  and  againft  the  Author  pleading  at  your  bar. 
Firji  pleads  Tom  Jones — grateful  his  heart  and  warm  \ 
Brave,  genWous  "Qnion^,  fJoield  this  play  from  harm  : 
My  bejl  friend  wrote  it,  fhould  it  not  fucceed. 
Though  with  my  Sophy  hlejl — my  heart  will  hleed-^ 
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*Then  frcm  his  face  he  wipes  the  manly  tear  ; 

Courage,  my  majier.  Partridge  cries,  don't  fear : 

Should  Er.vy^s  ferpents  hifSj  or  malice  frown, 

Thotforb  I'm  a  cowards  zounds  !  Vll  hjcck  'em  down :' 

Next,  fweet  Sophia  comes — fJoe  cannot  fpeak--^ 

Her  wifloes  for  the  flay  o'erfpread  her  cheek  ; 

In  evry  look  her  fentiments you  read: 

And  more  than  eloquence  her  hlufhes  plead. 

Now  Blifil  bows — with  fmiles  hisfalfe  heart  gilding. 

He  was  'my  foe — 7  beg  you'll  damn  this  Fielding  ; 

Right  Thwackum  roars — no  mercy.  Sirs,  Ipray-^ 

Scou-ge  the  dead  Author,  thro'  his  orphan  play. 

What  words !    (cries  Parfon  Adams j,  fe,  fie^  dif- 

own  ''em, 
■Good  Lord] — de  mortuis  nil  nid  bonum  : 
If  fuch  are  Cbriflian  teachers,  whoHl  revere  *et»-^ 
And  thus  they  preach,  the  Devil  alone  fhould  hear  *em* 
Now  Slipdop  enters — tho*  this  fcriv'ning  vagrant. 
Salted  my  virtue,  which  was  ever  flagrant, 
Tct,  like  black  'Thello,  Id  hear  f corns  and  wbips^ 
Slip  into  poverty  to  the  very  hips, 
fT  exult  this  play — may  it  decreafe  in  favour ', 
And  be  if  s  fame  immoraliz'd/<?r  ever  f 
^Squire  Wefternj  reeling,  with  October  mellow, 
Tall,  yo  ! — Boys  ! — Toax — Criticks !   hunt  the  fellow  f 
Damn' en,    thefe  wits  are  varmint  not  worth  breed" 

ingy 
IVhat  good  e'er  came  of  writing  and  of  reading  ? 
Next  comes,  brim-full  of  fpite  and  politicks  j 
^is  filler  Weftcrn— <?«<^  thus  deeply  fpeah  : 

Wits 


PROLOGUE.  ^ 

IFUs  are  arm^dpoix)*rs,  like  France  attack  the  foe ; 
Negotiate  Uill  they  Jleep— then  ftrike  the  blow  I 
Allworthy  lajiy  pleads  to  your  nohleft  pajfions^^ 
Te  generous  leaders  of  the  tafie  and  fafhions ; 
Departed  genius  left  his  orphan  play, 
*To  your  kind,  care—  what  the  dead  wills  oley : 
O  then  refpe5l  the  Father's  fond  bequefi. 
And  make  his  widozv  fwile,  his  fpirit  refi. 


Dramatis  Perfona?* 

MEN. 

Sir  George  Boncour,  Mr.  King, 

Mr.  BoNcouR,  Mr.  Bensley, 

Young  Boncour  (kis  fon)  Mr.  Webster, 

Old  Valence,  Mr.  Parsons. 

Young  Valence  (his  fon)  Mr.  Whitfield, 

Old  Kennel,  Mr.  Baddeley. 

Young  Kennel  (his  fon)  Mr.  Dodd. 

WOMEN. 

Mrs.  Boncour,  Mrs.  Hopkins. 

Mifs  Boncour,  Mifs  Younge. 

Mils  ValencEj  Mrs.  Baddeley. 


THE 

FATHERS: 

O    R, 

THE  GOOD-NATUR'D  MAN. 


ACT     I.         SCENE     r. 

SCENE,  A  Parlour  in  Mr.  BONCOUR'j  Houfe. 
Enter  BONCOUR  and  Mrs.  BONCOUR. 

Bon  c  ou  r. 

PRAY  be   pacified—— 
Mrs.  Bonc.  It  is  intolerable,  and  I  will  never 
fubmit  to  it. 
Bonc.  But,  my  dear  ! 

Mrs.  Bono.  Good  Mr.  Boncour,  leave  off  that 
odious  word  -,  you  know  I  deteft''  it  j  fuch  fulfome 
Huff  is  naufeous  to  the  ears  of  a  woman  of  jftridt  vir'* 
tue. 

Bono.  I  don*t  doubt  your  virtue. 

Mrs.  Bono.    You   don't 1   am   very  much 

oblig'd  to  you,  indeed  ;    nor  any  one  clfe,  I  appre- 
hend :    I  thank  Heaven  my  carriage  is  fuch  that 
I  dare  confront  the  world. 
Bonc.  You  miftake  me.  Madam, 

Mrs* 
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Mrs.  Bonc.  That  is  as  much  as  to  fay  I  have  not 
common  underftanding  j  to  be  fure  I  can't  compre- 
hend any  thing. 

Bono.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  think  I  had  given  you 
any  realon  to  be  out  of  humour. 

Mrs.  Bong.  The  ;  I  an.  in  the  wrong-,  a  wife  is 
always  in  the  wrong,  certainly  i  it  is  impollible  for 
a  v-ife  to  be  *'n  the  right  in  any  thin^-. 

Bono.  My  dear,  I  never  faid  fo. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  That  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  I  don't 
tell  trurh  :  I  defire  you  will  treat  me  with  good 
manners  at  lead  ;  chat  I  think  I  may  expedt.  A  wo- 
man of  virtue,  who  brought  you  a  fortune,  may  ex- 
pect that. 

Bono.  Madam,  I  efteem  you  for  your  virtue,  and 
am  grateful  to  you  for  your  fortune;  I  fhould  blufh 
if  you  could  upbraid  me  with  lavifliing  it  on  my 
own  pleafures,  or  ever  denying  you  the  enjoyment 
of  it. 

Mrs.  Bono.  How  1  have  I  a  coach  at  my  command  ? 
you  keep  one,  indeed,  but  I  am  fure  I  have  no  com- 
mand of  it. 

Bonc.  Indeed  you  wrong  me. 

Mrs.  Bonc  Why,  have  you  not  lent  it  this  very 
morning  without  my  knowledge  ? 

Bono.  My  dear,  I  thought  the  chariot  would  have 
ferv'd. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  How  can  that  ferve  when  I  am  to 
take  three  other  ladies  with  me. 

Bong.  Who's  there  ? 

Enter  Servant. 

Bid  John  take  the  chariot  to  my  coufin,  and  let  the 
coach  attend  my  wife — I  afk  your  pardon,  child; 
I  own  I  fhould  have  told  you  of  it,  but  bufinefs 
really  put  it  out  of  my  head. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Well,  and  fuppofe  I  fliould  find  but- 
one  of  the  ladieg:^:  home,  muft  I  drag  about  a  heav/ 

coach 
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coach  all  over  the  town,  like  an  ■  alderman's  or  a 
country  jiiltice  of  peatc's  lady  ? 

BoNC.  Nay,  fincc  you  are  lb  unrefolv'd — the  pro- 
milc  was  not  abfoiuce  ;  you  Ihall  not  be  uneafy  on  any 

account Tell   the  fellow  he  need  not  go  to  my 

coiifin  at  all — (Exit  Servant)  now,  my  dear,  you  may- 
have  your  choice,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  ealy-. 

Mrs.  Bono.  Eafy  !  yes  ;  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
reafon  to  be  eafy,  truly  ;  now  your  relations,  if  they 
have  not  the  coach,  will  lay  the  whole  blame  upon 
me  ;  fure  never  was  fo  unfortunate  a  creature  as  I 

am  ! no,  let  them  have  both,  and  then  they  will 

be  fatisfied  s  I  dare  fay  I  Ihall  find  a  coach  amongfl 
my  acquaintance,  though  you  deny  me  your's.  \_Exit, 

BoNC.  So  1  this  comes  of  meddling  with  mat- 
ters out  of  my  fphere  5  but  I  deferve  it,  who  know 
her  temper  fo  well. 

Enter  Sir  GEORGE   BONCOUR. 

Sir  Geo.  Brother,  good  morrow,  I  hope  no  ac- 
cident hath  happened,  for  I  met  my  fifter  in  a  vio- 
lent hurry  at  the  door. 

Bono.  No,  nothing  extraordinary;  wives  will 
have  their  humours,  you  know. 

Sir  Geo.  Aye,  wives  who  have  fuch  hufbands. 

Bong.  I  hope  I  give  her  no  occafion  to  be  un- 
eafy. 

Sir  Geo,  Indeed  you  do — You  are  a  very  wick- 
ed man,  brother. 

Bong.  How  ! 

Sir  Geo.  For  you  have  fpoilt  a  very  good  fort 
of  a  woman  j  you  have  many  an  uneafy  hour,  many 
a  heart-ache,  many  a  figh,  and  many  a  tear  to  an- 
fwer  for,  which  you  have  been  the  occafion  of  to 
my  poor  fifter. 

BoNc,  I  don't  rem.ember  I  ever  deny'd  htr  any 
th.in^. 

SjR 
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Sir  Geo.  That  is  the  very  reafon  j  for  what  can 
a  poor  woman  be  oblig'd  to  confult,  fo  unfteady  as 
her  own  inclinations  ?  If  you  would  co."r:-adid  her  a 
little,  it  would  prevent  her  contradicting  herfelf. 
A  man  pretends  to  be  a  good  hufoand,  and  yet  im- 
pofes  continually  that  hard  talk  upon  his  wife,  to 
know  what  (he  has  a  mind  to. 

Bong.  Brother,  I  admit  rallery,  but  I  fliould  con- 
temn myfelf,  if  I  refufed  any  thing  to  a  woman  who 
brought  me  fo  immenfe  a  fortune,  to  which  my  cir- 
cumitances  were  fo  very  unequal ;  I  do  not  think 
v/ith  the  world,  that  I  make  a  woman  amends  for 
robbing  her  of  her  fortune,  by  taking  her  perfon  in- 
to the  bargain. 

Sir  Geo,  I  would  not  have  you  rob  her  j  I  would 
only  have  you  keep  her  from  robbuig  herfelf.  Ah  ! 
I  fliould  have  made  an  excellent  hulbandj  if  I  could 
ever  have  been  perfuadv.=d  to  marry. 

BoNC.  Doubtlefs,  your  wife  would  have  agreed 
rarely  with  this  doftrine. 

Sir  George.  She  mufl:  have  been  a  mofl:  un- 
reafonable  woman  elfe  j  for  I  fliould  have  defired  no 
more  of  her  than  only  to  do  whatever  1  would  have 
her.  I  am  not  that  perfon  you  would  make  me  ap- 
pear J  for,  except  a  few  diverflons  which  I  have 
an  antipathy  to,  fuch  as  mufic,  balls,  cards,  plays, 
operas,  aflfemblies,  vifits,  and  entertainments,  I 
Ihould  fcarce  ever  deny  her  any  thing, 

BoNC.  Your  exceptions  pur  me  in  mind  of  fomc 
general  pardons,  where  every  thing  is  forgiven  ex- 
cept crimes. 

Sir  Geo.  I  fuppofe  you  would  have  me  fufrer  her 
to  keep  an  aflembly  and  rendezvous  of  all  fuch  idle 
people  as  can't  fl:ay  at  home  5  that  is,  have  nothing 
to  do  any  where  elfe. 

BoNC.  Pcrliaps  I  love  an  aifembly  no  more  than 
you. 

Sir  Geo.  Why  do  you  keep  one  then  ? 

H  Bong. 
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BoNC.  For  the  fame  reafon  that  I  do  many  other 

things  not  very  agreeable  to  me,  to  gratify  my  wife. 

Sir  Geo.  But,  brother,  pray  for  what  purpofe  do 

you  think  the  law  gives  you  a  power  to  reftrain  her? 

Bong.  Brother,  the    la-.v  gives  us  many  powers, 

whicii  an  honefl:  man  would  fcorn  to  make  ufe  of. 

Sir  Geo.  So  the  advantage  you  receive  from 
your  wife's  fortune,  is  to  be  her  fteward,  while  fhe 
lays  it  out  in  her  own  pleafures. 

BoNc.   And  that  no  inconfiderable  one. 

Sir  George.    No  ! 

BoNC.  No  ;  for  the  greatefl:  pleafure  I  can  enjoy, 
is  that  of  contributing  to  her's. 

Sir  Geo.  You  are  a  great  deal  too  good  for  this 
world,  indeed  you  are  ;  and  really,  confidering  how- 
good  yoM  are,  you  are  tolerably  lucky  j  for  were  I 
half  fo  good,  I  fhould  expert,  whenever  I  returned 
home,  to  catch  my  wife  in  an  intrigue ;  my  fervants 
robbing  my  houfe ;  my  fon  married  to  a  chamber- 
maid ;    and  my  daughter  run  away  with  a  footman. 

Bong.  Thefe  would  be  ill  returns  to  your  good- 
nefs. 

Sir  Geo.  That's  true  5  but  they  are  very  com- 
mon  ones  for  all  that ;  and  I  wifh  fomewhat  worfe 
does  not  happen  to  your  fon  ;  for  I  mull  tell  you, 
and  I  am  forry  to  tell  it  you,  the  town  talk  of  him. 

Bong.   I  hope  they  can  fay  nothing  ill  of  him. 

Sir  George.  Nothing  ill  of  him  1  they  fay  every 
thing  ill  of  him — O  brother,  I  think  m.yfelf  obliged 
to  difcover  it  to  you, — this  fon,  this  eldcft  fon  of 
yours,  the  hopes  of  your  family,  whom  1  intended 
my  heir  ;  this  profligate  rafcal,  I  tell  it  with  tears 
in  my  eyes — keeps — keeps — a  wench. 

Bong.    I  know  it — 

Sir  Geo.  (in  a  pajjlon^.  Know  it !— wh— at— " 
that  he  keeps  a  wench  ? 

BoNC.  I  am  forry  for  it. 

Sir  Geo.  If  he  was  a  fon  of  mine,  I'd  il:in  him — 
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I'd  flea  him — I'd  ftarve  him.  He  fliall  never  have 
a  groat — a  farthing  of  mine  :  I'll  marry  to-morrow, 
and  if  I  hav'n't  an  heir,  I'll  endow  an  hofpital,  or 
give  my  money  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 

BoNC.  Come,  brother,  I  am  in  hopes  to  reclaim 
him  yet. 

Sir  Geo.  His  vices  are  all  owing  to  you. 

BoNC.  I  never  gave  him  inftrudtions  in  that  v/ay. 

Sir  Geo.  You  have  given  him  money,  that  is 
giving  him  inftruftions :  whoever  gives  his  fon 
money,  is  anfwerable  for  all  the  ill  ufes  he  puts  it  to. 

Bong.  Rather,  whoever  denies  his  fon  a  reafon- 
able  allowance,  is  anfwerable  for  all  the  ill  methods 
he  is  forced  into  to  get  money.  * 

Sir  Geo.  Reafonable  !  brother:  why  there  is 
our  difpute  ;  I  am  not  fo  rigid  as  feme  fathers  j  I  am 
not  for  totally  curbing  a  young  man ;  I  would  not 
have  him  without  a  fliilling  or  two  in  his  pocket,  to 
appear  fcandalous  at  a  cofFee-houfe — no. — 

Bono.  Sir  George,  inftead  of  difputing  longer  on 
this  fubjecl,  will  you  go  with  me  and  vifit  my  fon  ;— 
fuppofe  we  fhould  find  him  at  his  lludies  ? 

Sir  Geo.  I  as  foon  expecl  to  find  him  at  his  pray- 
ers.— Well,  I  will  go,  as  I  have  no  other  bufinefs  ; 
though  I  know  the  world  better  than  to  expecfl  either 
to  convince  myfelf  or  you. 

Bono.  I  am  ready  to  wait  on  you ;  my  coach  is  at 
the  door. 

Sir  Geo.  If  I  (hould  break  the  rafcal's  head,  you'U 
forgive  me — Keep — I'd  keep  him  if  he  was  a  fon  of 
mine.  l^Eaeuni, 

SCENE  ai  Toung  BONCOURV. 

7'Qung  BONCOUR,  Mifs  BONCOUR,  Mifs 
VALENCE,   come  forward. 
Young  Bono.  Dear  filler,  how  could  you  let  this 
inundation  of  nonfenfe  in  upon  us  ? 
Bong.  Nay^  don't  blame  me. 

Miss 
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Miss  Val.    O,  I  was  a  witnefs   to   what  pafTed;. 
hqwever,  now  they  are  gone,  I  muft  remind  you  of 
your  promife,  to   let  me   hear   that  fong.     I  think 
both  the  words  and  air  admirable. 

Mrss  BoNc.  You  will  make  George  proud  if  you 
praife  his  poetry. 

YouvG  Bo\'c,  Love  or  poverty  makes  moil:  poets ; 
and  I  hope  I  fliall  never  want  at  leall  one  of  thofe 
motives — as  Mr.  Warbler  is  gone,  I  will  attempt  it 
myfelf. 


SONG, 

By    G.    B  O  N  C  O  U  R. 

I. 

PVhile  the  fiveet  hliijhing  fprlng  glowing  frefh  in  her 
p'ime^ 
All  nature  with  f miles  doth  adorn  -, 
Snatch  at  each  golden  joy — check  the  ravage  of  time ^ 

And  'pluck  every  bud  from  the  thorn. 
In  the  May-morn  of  life,  while  gladfome  and  gay^ 

Each  moment^  each  pleafure  improve^ 
For  life  we  fij  all  find  is  at  bejl  hut  a  day^ 
And  thefunfhine  that  gilds  it  is  love, 

II. 

^he  rofe  now  fo  blooming,  of  nature  the  grace. 

In  a  moment  is  fhrunk  and  decayed. 
And  the  glow  which  now  tinges  a  beautiful  face, 

Muft  foon,  alas  I  wither  and  fade. 
In  the  May -morn  of  life  then,  while  gladfome  and  gay  ^ 

Each  moment,  each  pleafure  improve. 
For  life  we  fhall  find  is  at  bell  hut  a  day. 

And  the  fun-flnne  that  gilds  it  is  love. 

Vol.  IV,  C  Bnter 
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Enter  B  O  N  C  O  U  R  ^;/^  5^r  G  E  O  R  G  E. 

Young  BoNC,  My  father!  and  uncle  too — foa 
fo! 

BoNC.  Dear  George,  don't  let  us  interrupt  yoiw 
entertainment  i  your  uncle  and  myfelf  call-d  only 
to  fee  how  you  did,  as  we  went  by.  If  I  had  known 
you  had  had  company,  we  fliould  not  have  come 
up— Pray  go  on  with  your  mufic. 

Young  Bong.  Sir  j  you  are  always  the  kindeft 

and    moft    condefcending but    from    you,    Sir, 

this  is  an  unexpedcd  honour. 

Sir  Geo.  Dear  Sir,  mod  obliging,  and  mofl  gra- 
cious Sir, you  do  me  an   infinite  deal  of  honour 

• indeed— —you    fee  he  is  at  his  ftudies,  bro- 
ther.  

Bong.  Pray,  George,  don't  let  us  interrupt  your 
entertainment. 

Sir  Geo.  Upon  my  word  my  nephew  fhews  an 
exceeding  good  tafte  in  his  morning  diverfions. 

Young  Bong.  Yes,  Sir,  thefe  ladies  have  been 
fo  good  as  to  hear  a  filly  trifle  of  my  own  writing. 

Sir  Geo.  I  am  forry  we  came  too  late,  fori  think 
nonfenfe  is  never  fo  agreeable  as  when  fet  to  mufic. 

Miss  Bong.  The  mufic  my  brother  defign'd  for 
me  and  this  lady;  and  I  doubt,  not  if  he  had  had 
any  expedtion  of  your  company,  my  dear  uncle,  he 
would  have  provided  fome  more  ferious  entertain- 
ment. 

Sir  Geo.  Upon  my  word.  Sir,  you  have  a  very 
pretty  houfe  here,  completely  finifhedand  furnifhed— 
when  I  was  a  young  fellow  we  had  not  half  fo  good 
a  tafte. 

Young  Bong.  No,  Sir,  the  age  is  improv'd  fince 

that  time when  a  knight  of  the  (hire  ufed  to  jog 

to  town  with  a  brace  of  geldings,  and  a  fingle  livery- 
man j  and  very  prudently  take  a  firft  floor  in  the 
Strand,  when,  if  you  aik'd  in  the  Ihop  for  Sir  Tho- 
mas, 
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mas,  a  dirty  fellow,  behind  the  counter,  call'd  our. 
Maid,  is  Sir  Thomas  above  r — I  dare  fwear,  uncle, 
in  your  time,  many  a  tradefman  hath  had  half  a  do- 
zen men  of  fafhion  in  his  houfe. 

Sir  Geo.  If  he  had  nine  men  of  fafliion  in  his 
houfe,  he  had  fewer  in  his  books,  I  believe. 

Miss  Bong.  And  once  in  fcvcn  years  came  up 
Madam  in  the  ftage-coach,  to  fee  one  comedy,  one 
tragedy,  go  once  ro  the  opera,  and  rig  out  herfelf 
and  family  till  the  next  general  elecftion,  ha  1  ha ! 
ha! 

Sir  Geo.  Well,  Mifs  Malapert^  and  what  do  you 
think  you  have  laid  now  ?  why,  nothing  more  th  m 
that  your  grandmothers  had  ten  times  as  much  pru- 
dence as  yourfelves* 

E}iUr  SERVANT  hajfily. 

Serv.  Sir,  I  afk  pardon.  I  thought  your  honour 
had  been  gone. 

Bono.  Speak  out.  Sir. 

Serv.  Sir,  there  be  below  Monf.  de  Pannier, 
with  a  new  fuit  j  and  Monf.  de  la  Mouton  Maigrc, 
with  fome  embroidery  for  your  honour. 

Sir  Geo.  There  is  another  virtue  of  the  age  !  if 
you  will  be  extravagant — c^^n'c  you  let  your  own 
tradefmen  reap  the  benefit  of  it  ?  is  it  not  enough  to 
fend  your  money  out  of  your  own  family,  but  you 
muft  fend  it  out  of  your  own  country  too  I 

Young  Bong.  1  confider  nothing  farther  than  who 
ferves  m.e  the  beft. 

Bong.  I  muft  join  your  uncle  here,  George, —  I 
am  afraid  it  is  fafliion  rather  that  guides  you  to  the 
choice  j  but  were  it  otherwife^  every  man  ought 
to  have  fome  partiality  for  his  own  country;  it  is 
a  laudable  prejudicCj  without  which,  no  people  ever 
were,  or  can  be,  great. 

Sir  Geo.  It  ever  was  the  charafleri flick  of  this 
nation — but  now  a  paffion  for  French  drefs  and  fop- 

C  2  penes 
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peries  is  as  prevailing  as  the  ufe  of  their  frippery 

tongue Ah  1  there  was  a  time,  when  we  found 

the  way  to  be  vinderllood  in  France,  v/ithouc  the 
help  of  their  language — (looks  on  his  iratch)  but  I 
have  trifled  away  more  rime  than  I  could  well  af- 
ford :  fliall  I  carry  yoa  any  where,  brother^  or  v»'ill 
you  ftay  here  ? ' 

BoNC.  Have  you  any  engagement,  George  ? 

Young  Bonc.  None,  at  prel'ent. 

Boixc.  Then,  brother,  I  wiih  you  a  good  morn- 
ing.    I  have  fome  biinnefs  with  my  fon. 

Sir  Geo.  Good  moirow  to  you,  brother. — Pray, 
Sir,  will  you  order  fome  of  your  domefbicks  to 
iliew  me  out  of  thefe  noble  apartments,  for  there  are 
fo  many  doors  to  them,  1  may  poffibly  mifs  my 
"way. 

Young  Bonc.  I  will  do  myfelf  that  honour.  Sir. 

Sir  Geo.  Upon  my  foul,  Sir,  you  are  fo  full  of 
complaifance  you  confound  mej  nay,  Sir,  pray  walk 
firft,  I  infift  upon  it. 

Young  Bonc.  Sir,  it  is  my  duty  to  obey. 

Sir  Geo.  Extravagant  rafcal  !  if  I  had  fuch  a  fon, 
I  would  make  a  little  free  with  his  coxcomical 
pate. 

Bono.  I  wifn,  child,  you  would  take  that  young 
lady  away,  for  1  have  fomething  to  fay  to  your  bro- 
ther. 

Miss  Bono.  La,  papa,  you  are  always  fo  full  of 
fecrets  ! 

Bonc.  You  know,  dear  Harriet,  how  fond  I  am 
of  your  company. 

Miss  Bonc.  Yes;  eternally  fending  me  away  is  a 
proof  of  it. 

Bono.  This  is  a  difobedience  which  I  ought  to 
love  you  for,  inRead  of  chiding  you ;  and  I  will 
break  an  appointment  to  enjoy  this  evening  with 
you  and  your  brother. 

Miss  Bonc,  Nay,  I  can't  promife  to  be  at  home 
this  evening,  for  I  fhall  be  engag'd  to  go  to  the 

pUy, 
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play,  and  if  I  Ihould  not  happen  to  go  to  the  play, 
I  Ihall  be  engag'd  to  a  party  at  cards. 

Miss  Val.  Mifs  Boncour,  you  mud  remember 
your  promife  to  let  me  down  at  home  ;  my  time  is 
our,  and  I  dare  not  ftay  one  minute  beyond  it. 

Miss  Bonc.  Dare  not  ?  ha,  ha,  ha  ! 

Miss  Val.  No  j  my  father  will  never  forgive  me 
if  I  Hiould. 

Enter  Toung  BONCOUR. 

Young  Bonc.  I  have  got  my  uncle  into  his  cha- 
riot at  laft  J  but  Ivs  was  fo  full  of  ceremony  I  thought 
I  never  Ihould ;  he  has  made  fifty  bows  to  my  fer- 
vants  j  1  never  faw  him  in  fuch  a  humour. 

Bono.  You  know  his  temper,  George,  and  may 
cafily  guefs  at  the  reafon  of  it. 

Miss  Bonc.   Well,  if  you  are  fo  pofitive ■ 

Miss  Val.  Don't  call  me  pofitive — I  acl  againft 
my  inclination. 

Young  Bonc    Are  you  going  already.  Madam 

• you  will  do  me  the  honour 

\_Exify  leading  her  out, 

BoNC.  (alone.)  How  v/retched  is  that  animal, 
whofe  whole  happinefs  centers  in  himfelf ;  who  can- 
not feel  any  facisfaftion,  but  in  the  indulgence  of 
his  own  appetite.  I  feel  my  children  ftill  a  part  of 
me  ;  they  are,  as  it  were,  additional  lenfes,  which 
let  in  daily  a  thoufand  pleafures  to  mej  my  enjoy- 
ments are  not  confin'd  to  thofe  which  nature  hath 
adapted  to  my  own  years,  but  I  can  in  my  fon's 
fruition,  talle  thofe  of  another  age nor  am  I  cha- 
ritable but  luxurious,  when  I  bellow  on  them  the 
inftruments  of  their  pleafures. 

Enter  Toung  BONCOUR. 

So,  George,  you  have  foon  quitted  the  young 
lady. 

C  3  Youno 
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Young  Bonc.  I  was  going  to  make  that  excufe 
for  leaving  you  fo  long. 

Bonc.  You  have  been  a  good  hufband  this  quar- 
ter. 

Young  Bonc.  Sir ;   you  are  always  fo  good  as  to 
prevent  my  neccfTiries,  and  almofl:  my  wifhes  j  for 

indeed  I  fliould  have  been  obliged 

Bonc.  I  thought  a  hundred  would  not   be  bur-- 
thenfome.  [Giving  him  a  note. 

YoNG  Bonc.    (bozvin^    refpe5?fulJy    ivilb  a  Jmile) 
A  hundred  !   Gad,  it  is  but  a  hundred. 

Bonc.  What  are  you  confidering,  George  ? 
Young  Bonc,  1  was  thinking,  Sir,  how  happy 
fuch  a  fum  as  this  would  have  made  me  when  1  was 
at  fchool  i  but  really,  in  my  circumllances,  it  will 
go  a  very  little  way  j  it  will  but  juft  pay  for  a  pic- 
ture which  I  bought  yefterday. 

Bonc.  A  hundred  pounds  is  a  large  price  for  a 
pi(fture. 

Young  Bonc.  A  mere  trifie.  Sir;  one  can  get 
nothing  to  hang  up  in  a  room  for  lefs. 

Bonc.  1  only  give  that  hint,  becaufe  I  fliould  be 
forry  that  your  demands  fhould  ever  be  fuch,  as  I 
fhould  be  unable  to  anfwer. 

Young  Bonc  1  am*  not  fuch  a  ftranger  to  your 
fortune.  Sir,  as  to  incur  expence  beyond  its  reach. 
Bonc.  No  more  of  this  1  call  on  me  by-and-by, 
and  your  wants  fhall   be  fupplied  j   but,  I  believe, 
you  guefs  by  the  formality  of  my  preparation,  and 
my  fending  away  your  filler,  that  1  have  fcmething 
of  moment  to  impart  to  you — without  more  pie- 
fiicf — what  think  you  of  marriage  ? 
YoyxG  Bonc.  Marriage,  Sir! 
Bonc.  Aye  :  I  don't  expedl  your  good  fenfe  will 
treat  my  propofition  with  the   common  ftale  rallery 
of  thofe   noble  free-fpirited  libertines,  whofe  great 
fouls  difdain  to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  ma- 
trimony :  who  laugh  at  conftancy  to  the  chafte  arms 
of  a  woman  of  virtue,  while  at  the  expence  of  health 
§  and 
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and  fortune  they  are  ftriclly  faithful  to  the  deceit- 
ful embraces  of  fome  vile  defigning  harlot. 

Young  Bono.  Pardon  me.  Sir:  my  thoughts  of 
marriage  are  different ;  but  1  hope.  Sir,  you  will  in- 
dulge me  in  choofing  a  wife  for  myfelf  ? 

BoNC.  You  need  not  apprehend  too  much  com- 
pulfion  or  reftrainti  but  the  lady  I  fhali  recommend 
to  you  is  fo  unexceptionable 

Young  Bong.  To  be  fincere.  Sir,  my  affe^lions 
are  already  engaged  i  and  though  I  have  no  hafty 
thoughts  of  marrying,  yet  when  I  do,  I  am  deter- 
mined on  the  perfon,  and  one  whom  1  think  unex- 
ceptionable on  your  fide. 

BoNC.   Her  name  ? 

Yoi  NG  BoNC.   Mifs  Valence. 

Bong.  Her  fortune,  I  apprehend,  is  much  infe- 
rior to  that  of  the  lady  I  fliould  have  propofed  ;  but 
neither  her  fortune  or  family  are  fuch  as  fliall  make 
me  endeavour  to  oppole  your  inclinations.  * 

Young  Bong.  Sir,  you  are  ever  good;  thougK 
indeed  in  this  you  indulge  me  only  in  the  common 
right  which  nature  has  bellowed  upon  me  j  for  to 
reftrain  the  inclination  in  that  point,  is  not  a  lawful, 
but  an  ufurp'd  power  in  a  parent:  how  can  nature 
give  another  the  power  to  direft  thofe  affections 
which  (he  has  not  enabled  even  ourfelves  to  govern  ? 

Bong.  However,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  treat 
with  Mr.  Valence  on  this  fubjcd:  j  for  tho*  I  know 
he  muft  rejoice  at  the  offer,  yet  he  is  a  man  of  thatf 
kind,  who  mull:  be  dealt  with,  with  due  circum- 
fpe-flion  ;  and  the  minds  of  lovers  are  too  much 
wrapt  up  in  fublime  pleafures,  to  attend  to  the  low 
fectlement  of  worldly  affairs. 

'     £«/^r  SERVANT. 

Serv.  Sir,  Monfieur  Valence  defires  to  know  if 
your  honour  be  at  home. 

Young  Bonc,  I  (hall  be  glad  to  fee  him. 

C  4  Bonc, 
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BoNC.  I'll  leave  you,  and  go  and  find  out  the 
old  gentleman. 

Young  Bonc.  I  bclievCj  Sir,  you  may  treat  with 
hirti  farther  than  for  me;  my  fifter's  inclinations, 
1  am  confident,  look  toward  the  fame  family. 

Bonc.  Are  you  certain  of  that  ? 

Young  BoNC.   By  incontedible  proofs. 

Bono.  Well,  Mr.  Valence  and  I  have  been  old 
acquaintance  and  neighbours;  he  is  of  a  good  fa- 
mily, and  has  a  good  fortune ;  and  the  world  gives 
him  and  his  children  a  fair  chara6ler.  I  am  glad 
you  have  difpos'd  of  your  afFedlions  in  no  worfe 
manner:  good-morrow  to  you,  George — I  fhall  fee 
you  in  the  afternoon. 

Young  Bonc  I  fhall  not  forget  to  pay  my  duty 
to  you.  Sir. 

Bonc.  No  ceremony  with  me.  [Exit. 

YouKG  Bonc  Si'r  (hews);  I  believe  I  have  the 
mod  complaifant  father  in  Chrillendom.  Though 
all  fathers  are  too  niggardly — This  fneaking  hun- 
dred i  ha,  ha,  ha  1  my  dear  Valence,  good  mor- 
rov/ : 

EL'fer.  rciair  VALENCE. 

Why  look  you  fo  fprightly  and  gay  ?  fome  un- 
expefted  happinefs  has  befallen  you. 

Young  Val.  O  Boncour,  my  father  !  can  you 
believe  it  ?  he  fent  for  me  this  morning,  of  his  own 
accord,  without  the  leaft  petition,  the  leaft  motion 
of  mine,  fent  for  me,  and  with  the  utmoft  gene- 
rofity,  made  me  a  prefent  of  ten  pieces. 

Young  Bonc.  Ha,  ha,  ha! 

Young  Val.  Vv'hy  do  you  laugh  ? 

Young  Bonc.  To  fee  you  fo  much  over-rate  a 
trifle.  My  father  paid  me  a  vifit  this  morning, 
and  with  the  utmofl  generofity  made  me  a  prefent 
of  a  hundred  :  upon  which,  with  the  utmofr  gra- 
titude, 1  aflved  him  for  more  !  why,  tell  me,  Charles, 
UcH  thou  think  it  is  not  his  duty,  who  hath  begot 

U5 
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lis  with  all  thofe*  appetites  and  pafTionSj  to  fiipply 
them  to  the  utmoll  of  his  power  ?  But,  Charles,  I 
hope  you  will  make  your  friends  partakers  of  your 
father's  generofity  :  you  will  dine  with  us  to-day. 

YouKO  Val.  Your  company  is  generally  too  ex-» 
pen  five  for  me. 

Young  Bong.  Why,  faith^  the  world  is  growti 
to  fuch  a  pafs,  that,  without  expence,  a  man  cannot 
keep  good  company. 

Young  Val.  By  good  company,  I  fuppofe  you 
mean  embroider'd  company  j  for  men  of  lenfe  ar^ 
to  be  come  at  cheaper. 

Young  Bonc.  By  good  company,  I  mean  po- 
lite company  ;  for  true  politenefs,  though  it  does  not 
make  a  man  of  ihnCcy  it  mends  him. 

Young  Val.  But  does  politenefs  never  dine  with- 
out a  French  cook,  nor  eat  out  of  any  thing  b\it 
plate  ? 

Young  Bono.  To  fhew  you  I  think  otherwife,  I 
will  dine  with  you  wherever  you  pleafe. 

Young  Val.  Why,  my  bufinefs  with  you  was,  to 
let  you  know  my  father  has  been  lb  good  to  give 
my  fifter  leave  to  Ipendthis  day  at  your  houfe^  now, 
if  you  will,  without  ceremony,  let  me  invite  my- 
felf  to  the  fame  place 

Young  Bono.  You  make  me  perfe(5tly  happy, 
and  I  hope  to  know  fomething  this  afternoon  which 
will  make  you  To  -,  at  lead,  if  you  wifh  to  call  me 
brother,  as  eagerly  as  I  do  to  call  you  by  that  name. 

Young  Val.  Need  I  declare  that  to  you  .? 

Young  Bonc.  Then  I  aflure  you,  your  father's 
confent  is  only  wanting. 

Young  Val.  Ha  ! — you  make  me  happy,  indeed, 
for  were  the  alliance  lefs  advantageous,  he  is  fo 
good,  lb  indulgent,  I  will  fly  to  him  and  throw 
myfelf  at  his  feet  to  obtain  it. 

Young  Bdnc.    I    believe  my   chariot   is    at   the 
doorj  I  will  carry  you — O,  my  dear  Charles,  my 
ipirics  are  now  fo  high,  that  it  muil  be  an  uncom- 
mon 
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mon  accident  which  will  ruffle  them ;  and,  believe 
me,  the  vaft  delight  which  the  near  profpedt  of  en- 
joyment of  my  love  affords  me,  is  not  a  little  height- 
ened by  the  expedlations  of  feeing  you  alfo  happy  in 
your  wifhes  j  and  1  can  look  down  with  contempt 
on  the  merchant,  who  fees  the  anchor  call  to  his 
Ihip  ;  the  general  who  has  juft  obtained  a  viftory ; 
or  the  defpairing  minifter  who  has  jult  carried  his 
point,    and  I'ubverted   the  defigns  of  his  enemies. 

[Exeunt, 

A  C  T     11.       S  C  E  N  E    I. 

yi  Room  in  Valence  *j  Houfe, 

Enter  Old  VALENCE  and  SERVANT. 

Old    Va  l  e  n  c  e. 

TELL  Mr.  Boncour,  I  (hall  be  glad  to  fee  him. 
What  can  this  formal  vifit  mean  ?  I  hope  he 
has  not  difcovered  the  intimacy  between  our  chil- 
dren:  if  I  could  once  compafs  that  double  mar- 
riage, I  fliould  complete  my  wifhes;  why  not  ?  For 
I  know  the  violent  paffion  of  the  young  people,  and 
the  extreme  indulgence  of  the  father :  but  tho'  he 
is  a  weak  man,  it  is  impoflible  he  fhould  give  his 
confent  j  the  difparity  of  fortune  is  too  great  :  well ! 
but,  as  he  has  brought  up  his  children  to  hate  and 
defpife  him,  perhaps  they  may  not  afk  it  j  no,  it 
would  make  me  too  happy. 

Enter    BONCOUR. 

Bono.  My  good  old  friend  and  neighbour,  how 
do  you  do  ? 

Val.  Mr.  Boncour,  I  am  heartily  glad  to  fee 
you  J  this  is  extremely  kind,  and  hath  prevented 
mc  this  very  morning  paying  you  that  vifit,  which 

I  have 
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I  have  been  obliged  to  owe  you  fome  time  againlt 
my  inclination. 

BoNC.  Cerennony  between  old  friends,  my  good 
neighbour,  is  ridiculous  j  it  is  the  privilege  of 
friend/hip  and  love,  to  throw  afide  thole  forms, 
which  only  ferve  men  to  keep  up  an  appearance  of 
affeclion  where  there  is  none  j  there  has  been  a  long 
acquaintance  and  intimacy  between  our  families. 

Val.  There  has  been  fo,  indeed,  and  highly  to 
my  fatisfa^lion. 

Bong.  I  am  deceived,  my  very  good  old  friend, 
if  there  are  not  fome  who  wifh  a  much  clofer  alli- 
ance J  you  know,  Mr.  Valence,  my  way  hath  been 
always  to  difcover  my  fentiments,  without  great 
formality  of  introduflion  J  in  fliort,  I  have  dllco- 
ver'd  a  very  particular  intimacy  between  our  younger 
branches  j  I  am  millaken  if  they  are  not  defirous  to 
knit  the  alliance  ftill  clofer. 

Val.   So  !    (juft  what  I  fear'd.)  [ylfide. 

Bong.  But  you  know,  my  old  friend,  the  views  of 
young  people,  and  of  their  parents,  in  matrimony, 
are  extremely  different ;  theirs  is  only  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  an  immediate  paffion,  ours  look  forward  to 
their  future  happinefs. 

Val.  Sir,  I  am  furpriz'd  at  what  you  tell  me. 

.  [Confufedlytt 

Bong.  Why  furpriz'd  ?  it  is  but  a  natural  aBet- 
tion. 

Val.  It  is  an  affedion.  Sir,  which  I  never  en- 
courag'd  in  them. 

Bong.  It  is  in  pur  power,  Mr.  Valence.—— 

Val.  I  (hall  be  very  ready  to  contribute  mine,  I 
afTure  you  ;  I  fcorn  to  connive  at  my  children's  deal- 
ing a  match  into  any  family,  particularly  my  friends  : 
I  do  allure  you,  I  Ihould  fcorn  it. 

Bong.  I  believe,  indeed,  you  wou'd — But 

Val.  If  I  had  had  but  the  leall  fufpicion — if  fuch 
a  thing  had  ever  enter'd  into  my  thoughts,  you 
fhould  have  known  it  that  moment, 

BoNC, 
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BoNC.  I   am  convinc'd,  but  give  me  leave 
perhaps  the  advantage  may  be  fomewhat  of  your 
fide. 

Val.  Dear  Sir,  the  whole  ■wor]d  knows  how  in- 
finitely it  is  fo;  but  I  am  not  like  the  world  in  all 
refpedts  i  I  am  not  fo  devoted  to  my  intereil  to  do 
a  mean  thing  j  I  would  not  do  a  mean  thing  for  the 
world. 

BoNC.  Nor  am  I  fo  like  the  world  to  place  my 
own,  or  my  children's  intereft  in  riches  only,  or 
rather  to  facrifice  their  happincfs  to  my  own  vanity: 
I  am  willing,  when  they  have  taken  out  a  licence, 
that  they  fhall  have  no  more  to  do  with  Dodtors 
Commons  j  for  which  reafon  I  will  neither  marry 
my  daughter  to  a  fpindle-fhank'd  beau,  nor  my  fon 
to  a  rampant  woman  of  quality.  Mr.  Valence,  our 
children  love  each  other  j  and  their  paflions,  if  en- 
courag'd,  may  make  them  happy  :  my  bufinefs  with 
you,  my  neighbour,  is  not  to  fruflrate,  but  to  com- 
plete their  attachments  j  in  a  word,  what  think  you 
of  a  double  marriage  between  our  families  ? 
Val.  (Surprizd)  Sir  1 — — 
Bong.  Are  you  willing  it  Ihould  be  fo  ? 
Val.  Are  you  in  earnell  ? 

Bong.  I  thought  you  had  known  me  too  well  to 
fufpect  me  of  jelling  on  fuch  an  occafion  i  I  afTure 
you  I  have  no  other  bufinefs  here  at  prefent:  I 
know  my  fon's  happinefs  is  wrapt  up  in  your  daugh- 
ter, and  for  ought  I  know,  my  daughter  may  have 
the  fame  affedion  for  your  fon  j  I  do  not  only 
therefore  propofe  the  match  to  you,  but  I  do  it; 
with  earneftnefs. 

Val.  Do  you  ?  Why  then,  for  that  very  reafon, 
I  fhall  put  on  fome  backwardnefs  -,  eagernefs  is 
always  to  be  taken  advantage  of.  \_4fide. 

Bong.  Be  not  furpriz'd,  perhaps,  there  may  be 
fome  advantage  in  point  of  fortune  on  one  fide  or 
other :  if  it  fliould  be  on  mine,  I  can  never  give 
it  up  better  than  to  an  old  friend* 

Val. 
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Val.  Hum — that  eftate  of  mine  in  Northumber- 
land is  a  very  good  eftate,  and  very  improveablej 
let  me  tell  you  it  is  an  eftace  that 

Bong,  It  will  be  the  bufinefs  of  hereafter  to  con- 
fider  each  particulars  we  have  been  neighbours  to 
each  other  fo  long,  that  our  affairs  in  general  can 
be  no  fecret  to  either.  At  prefect  I  Ihould  be  glad 
of  your  direct  anfvver. 

Val.  a  double  marriage  between  our  children  ! 
It  is  a  matter,  Mr,  Boncour,  which  will  require 
great  confideration. 

BoNc.  Aye  1 ■ 

Val.  Are  you  certain  your  fon  has  fo  violent  an 
affection  for  my  daughter  ? 

BoNC.  I  am  certain. 

Val.  And  that  your  daughter  has  the  fame  lik- 
ing towards  my  fon. 

Bono.  Women  are  not  fo  open  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  but  I  have  reafon  to  believe  it. 

Val.  And  they  meet,  I  fuppofe,  with  a  fuitablc 
return  of  affedlion  from  m.y  children. 

Bong.  I  believe  they  do. 

Val.  And  you  are  entirely  willing  to  have  this 
double  match  go  forward  ? 

Bong.  I  am  defirous  of  it,  earneftly  defirous, 

Val.  So  that  my  confent  alone  is  wanting  ? 

BoNC.  Even  fo. 

Val.  It  will  require  great  confideration. 

Bong.   How  ? 

Val.  Mr.  Boncour,  I  have  always  had  the  great- 
eft  refpeft  for  you -and  your  family;  there  is  no- 
thing in  my  power  which  I  could  not  do  to  ferve 
you  i  confider.  Sir,  I  have  but  two  children,  a 
boy  and  a  girl,  they  are  my  all,  and  the  difpofal 
of  them  is  a  matter  of  great  weight;  you  cannot 
exped:  me  to  be  fo  hafty  in  taking  any  meafures 
leading  to  it. 

Bonc,  Why,  what  objections  can  you  appre- 
hend ? 

Val. 


30  T  H  E     F  A  T  H  E  R  S. 

Vai..  I  don't  know :  I  have  not  yet  confidered 
enough  of  the  matter. — You  will  excufc  me,  Mr. 
Boncour,  but  treaties  of  this  nature  oblige  us  to 
enquire  a  little  into  one  another's  affairs  :  why,  that 
eftate  now  of  your's  in  Hamplhire,  is  a  very  ill 
timber'd  ellate. 

BoNC.  Sir,  I  am  in  no  doubt  but  that  my  eftate 
will  be  able  to  anfwer  your  demands. 

Val.  They  will  not  be  unreafonable,  Mr.  Bon- 
cour;  I  fhall  afl:  in  a  moft  generous  manner;  I 
have  always  defpifed  thofe  who  have  ufed  any  art  in 
their  anions :  1  Ihall  be  glad  if  it  happens  to  fall 
Tvithin  my  power  to  oblige  you  -,  but  truly  this 
affair  requires  great  confideration. 

BoNC.  Wellj  Sir,  I  will  leave  you  to  it;  in  the 
afternoon  I  Ihall  exped  your  anfwer. 

Val.  Mr.  Boncour,  you  fhall  have  my  anfwer 
this  very  evening;  be  aiTured,  if  poffible,  I  will 
comply  with  your  defires. 

BoNC.  I  fhall  expeft  you  this  afternoon. 

Val.  I  will  wait  on  you,  and  hope  there  will  be 
no  difficulty. 

BoNC.  There  Ihall  be  nort€  on  my  fide. —  [Exit, 

Val.  This  is  beyond  my  utmoft  expeftation  ;— 
but  I  mufl  not  appear  forward,  that  I  may  make  the 
better  bargain; — nothing  is  lb  foolifli  as  leaping  ea-» 
gerly  at  an  advantageous  propofal. 

Enter  Toting   VALENCE, 

So,  fon,  where  have  been  ?  I  have  wanted  you  j 
is  it  impoflible  for  you  to  ftay  at  home  with  money 
in  your  pocket  ? 

ifouNG  Val.  Sir,  if  I  had  known  you  would  have 
wanted  me 

Val.  But  you  are  not  to  know  always:  I  don't 
know  myfelf,  you  muft  keep  in  the  way;  young 
fellows  now-a-days  mind  nothing  but  their  plea- 
fures, 

TOUN© 
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Young  Val.  Sir,  you  will  have  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  chat,  for  to  pleafe  you  is  my  greateft  plea- 
sure. 

Val.  And  fo  it  ought  to  be,  for  I  think  my  ge- 
nerofity  to  you  this  morning,  llicws  you  that  1  have 
a  pleafure  in  pleafmg  you. 

YoiNG  Val.  O,  Sir,  if  my  happinefs  can  give 
you  pleafure,  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  me  fo 
happy  ! 

Val.  So,  fomething  elfe  is  wanted,  I  fee;  but 
whatever  it  be,  I  may  thank  myfelf  for  it:  bellow- 
ing one  favour,  is  giving  right  to  afk  a  fecond  j  the 
firft  is  a  gift,   the  rell  are  payments. 

Young  Val.  If  a  fon  hath  any  right  to  aflc,  it  is 
the  favour  I  ihail  afk  of  you  ;  and  if  any  fon  could 
hope  to  obtain,  I  muft;  fince  the  only  reafon  v/hich 
prompts  a  father  to  deny  is  it.  my  favour,  and  rhe 
lady  on  whom  I  have  placed  my  afFedlion,  is  my 
fuperior  in  fortune. 

Val.  Aye  !  perhaps,  be  means  my  friend's  daucrh- 
•  ter,  and  then   my    prudent    backwardnefs    will    be 
finely  rewarded  (aftde)  :  who  is  the  lady? 

Young  Val.  One  whofe  perfon,  family,  and  for- 
tune, are  not  unknown  to  you  j  bur,  why  fhould  I 
fear  to  name  her  ?  Mifs  Boncour. 

Val.  Who— What? 

Young  Val.  Mifs  Boncour;  fare  you  can  have 
no  objections.  ' 

Val.  What  a  way  is  that  of  talking  ?  You  are 
fure  I  can  have  no  objections  ?  How  can  you  tell 
what  objecftions  I  may  make  ?  Are  yuu  to  d.ctate  to 
me  ?  This  is  the  confequence  of  my  generofity  to 
you  this  morniiigj  this  all  anfcs  from  my  fooiifh 
prodigality. 

Young  Val.  Sir,  I  own  my  obligations,  and  ara 
forry  I  ufed  an  unguarded  exprefTion,  by  which  I 
■  meant  no  more  than  that  I  hoped  her  fortune  v^ould 
be  agreeable  to  you. 

Val,  I  don't  know  that. 

Young 
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Young  Val.  I  thought.  Sir,  fo  long  an  ac- 
quaintance with  her  father 

Val.  And,  pray,  why  have  you  thought  that  my 
long  acquaintance  with  her  father  rnuft  let  me  into  the 
koowltcige  of  his  circumilances  ?  Mr.  Boncour  has 
the  reputation  of  a  weak  man,  but  notwithftanding 
that,  I  know  he  has  a  little  low  cunning  in  him, 
which  makes  it  more  difficult  to  fee  through  his  af- 
fairs than  thofe  of  a  wiler  man  i  fo  let  me  give  you 
a  little  advice  :  if  you  have  an  affeflion  for  this  girl, 
don*c  let  her  father  fee  it ;  I  hate  deceit,  and  love 
to  adl  openly  and  honeflly  with  mankind  ;  but  ftill 
with  fome  prudence  towards  fuch  a  cunning  knave 
as  Boncour. 

Young  Val.  Sir,  I  fliall  pay  an  exait  obfervancc 
to  your  orders. 

Val.  Well,  well,  perhaps  you  might  have  fet- 
tled your  afFedions  worfe  j  I  don't  know,  I  don't 
promife  any  thing,  but  if  matters  appear  exadly  to 
my  mind' 

Young  Val.  Sir,  you  are  the  befl  and  mofl:  in- 
dulgent of  fathers. 

Val.  Remember,  I  promife  nothing. 
Young  Val.    You  are  the  kindeft  of  men,  and 
I  the  happieft. 

Val.  Obferve  my  advice. 

Young  Val.  I  fhould  be  unworthy,  indeed,  were 
I  to  negle«5t  it. 

Val.  Go,  fend  your  filler  to  me,  remember  I 
promife  nothing. 

Young  Val.  Sir,  you  are  the  beft  of  fathers. 

[Exit, 
Val.  This  is  tlie  effed  of  feverity  ;  feverity  is, 
indeed,  the  whole  duty  of  a  parent — now  for  my 
daughter — a  litde  caution  will  fuffice  with  her  -,  for 
women  of  their  own  accord  are  apt  enough  to  prac- 
tife  deceit,  and  now,  I  think,  i  have  my  old  neigh- 
bour's fortune  at  my  difpofal. 

5  Efiur 
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Enter   Mlfs    VALENCE. 

iVTiss  Val.  My  brother  told  me,  Sir,  you  had  fent 
for  me. 

Val.  Yes,  Siphy,  I  did:  Come  hither,  I  have 
not  very  lately  given  you  any  pocket  money. 

Miss  Val.  Sir,  it  is  nor  my  bufinefs  to  keep  an 
account  where  I  have  no  demand,  but  from  the 
generofity  of  the  giver. 

Val.  But  1  think  I  have  not  lately,  that  is,  very 
lately,  given  you  much. 

Miss  Val.  No,  really.  Sir,  I  don't  remember  to 
have  had  any  thing  of  you,  fince  you  gave  me  a 
ticket  for  the  opera,  and  that  is  almoft  a  year  ago. 

Val.  Well,  well,  there  are  a  couple  of  pieces  for 
you  J  be  a  good  houfewife,  andyou  ilian'twant  m.oney. 

Miss  Val.  I  give  you  a  thoufand  thanks.  Sir. 

Val.  Now,  Sophy,  look  me  full  in  the  ^IlCq,  and 
tell  me  what  you  think  of  young  Boncour. 

Miss  Val.  Why  fliould  you  aQc  me  what  I  think 
of  him.  Sir  ? 

Val.  What  an  impertinent  quefbion  is  that  ?  You 
give  me  fine  encouragement  to  be  generous  to  you  j 
why  fhould  1  aflc  you  ?  I  have  a  realbn,  no  doubt  of 
it,  but  your  cheeks  anfwer  me  better  than  your  lips; 
that  blufh  fuxliciently  afTures  me  what  you  think  of 
him. 

Miss  Val.  If  I  blufh'd.  Sir,  it  was  at  your  fuf- 
picion,  for  I  am  fure  Mr.  Boncour  is  no  m.ore  to  me 
than  another  man. 

Val.  But,  fuppofe  I  have  a  defire  he  iliould  be 
more  to  you  ? 

Miss  Val.  I  fhall  be  dutiful  to  you  in  all  things. 

Val.  I  believe  it  v^ill  be  an  eafy  piece  of  duty; 
you  are  all  very  dutiful  when  you  are  ordered  to  fol- 
low your  inclinations;  but,  young  Lady,  what  I 
infill  on  at  prefent  is,  that  if  this  gentleman  has  your 
atFeftions,  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  conceal  them. 

Vol.  IV.  D  Miss 
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Mi5s  Val.  Pray,  Sir,  why  fhould  you  think  he 
has  my  affedions  ? 

Val,  Again  at  your  why's  !  madam,  I  tell  you  I 
expert  you  to  behave  with  diicretion  ;  that  is,  in 
other  words,  to  deal  as  difhoneftly  with  your  lover 
as  you  do  with  your  father;  I  am  fure  you  can  never 
repine  at  fuch  eafy  commands  ;  fo  this  afternoon,  I 
defire  you  will  put  on  all  your  referve,  all  your  airs 
and  indifference:  but,  perhaps,  you  have  given  him 
encouragem.ent  already,  perhaps  you  have  dutifully 
intended  to  marry  him  without  confcnt  or  approba- 
tion of  mine  ? 

Miss  Val.  Indeed,  Sir,  you  have  no  reafon 

Val.  How,  have  I  no  reafon  !  a  pretty  compli- 
ment to  your  father  j  go  to  your  chamber,  madam, 
and  ftay  there  till  you  have  learnt  a  more  refpedlful 
behaviour. 

Miss  Val.  Sir,  I  obey —  [Exit, 

Val.  Ah,  there's  nothing  like  feverity  !  children 
are  fo  vile,  that  one  dares  not  indulge  one's  good 
inclinations  towards  them  ;  I  have  brought  all  this 
on  me  by  my  own  generofity  j  but  now  for  the 
bufinefs  with  Boncour,  I  will  go  to  my  lawyer,  and 
we  will  draw  up  propofals  together.  An  impru- 
dent man  in  my  fituation,  would  have  teftified  im- 
mediate raptures,  but  the  beft  general  rule  I  know 
is,  never  to  difcover  your  thoughts,  either  in  your 
words,  or  your  countenance.  [ExiU 

SCENE     II. 
Bongo  u  r'j    Houfe, 
Enter  BONCOUR,  and  Mifs  BONXOUR. 

Miss  Bonc.  Dear  papa,  don't  tcize  me  about 
the  fellow  :  I  care  not  if  he  was  hanged,  and  all 
other  fellows  ;  I  affedions  for  the  creature  !  I  won- 
der who  can  have  put  it  into  your  head  ! 

BoNC.  Nay,  if  it  be  not  {o,  tell  me  frankly,  and 
you  fhall  be  left  out  of  the  treaty  which  I  am  carry- 
ing 
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ing  on  with  the  old  gentleman,  relative  to  a  match 
between  your  brother  and  his  daughter. 

Mjss  Bong.  A  match  between  my  brother  and 
Mils  Valence  ? 

Bong.  We  met  this  morning,  and  fliall  mee.t  again 
this  afternoon  about  it. 

Miss  Bonc.  And  pray  tell  me,  dear  Sir,  what 
makes  you  fufped:  any  thing  between  me  and  Mr, 
—I  forget  the  creature's  name  ? 

Bono.  Are  my  fufpicions  well  grounded  ? 

Miss  Bong.  La,  Sir,  I  can't  conceive  what 
iliould  make  you  im.agine  any  fuch  thing. 

Bong.  You  will  not  anfwer  me  direftly  ? 

Miss  BoNc.  I  don't  know  what  to  anfwer. 

Bong.  Nay,  I  defire  no  more  !  well,  my  dear,  we 
will  not  be  long  in  tiniihing  the  fettlemencs. 

Miss  Bong.  Settlements  1  Sir,  you  frighten  me. 
I  hope  I  have  not  faid  any  thing — can't  one  con- 
verfe  and  dance  with  a  man— But  I  affure  you.  Sir, 
it  is  no  fuch  thing. 

Enter  Toung   B  O  N  C  O  U  R. 

Bong.  So,  George,  you  tind  me  engaged  in  an  im- 
poffible  talk. 

Young  Bong.  I  am  forry  for  that.  Sir,  pray  what 
is  it  ? 

BoNC.  Nothing  more  than  trying  to  get  truth  from 
a  woman  ;  it  feems  we  have  been  under  a  miftake 
all  this  while,  and  one  half  of  our  treaty  is  abortive  5 
your  fifter  difavows  all  regard  for  Mr.  Valence. 

Young  Bong.  I  am  glad  of  it  !  for  I  fiiould  be 
forry  if  ihe  threw  away  her  afteftions  on  one  fo 
worthlefs — one  who,  v/hile  he  is  addreffing  her,  is 
engaged  to  another  woman. 

Bong.  How  ! 

Young  Bono,  Sir,  I  have  had  ocular  demon- 
ftrarion  j  nay,  I  queftion  if  he  be  not  married  al- 
ready J  at  leaft,  1  am  certain  every  thing  is  con- 
cluded. 

D  2  Bonc. 
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BoNC.  Say  you  To  ;  this  very  well  accounts  for 
that  backwardnefs  which  furprized  me  in  the  father — 

Miss  Bono.  Ha,  ha,  ha! — an  affedlion,  indeed! 
. — ha,  ha,  ha  ! — no,  I  affure  you.  Sir,  1  have  no 
afFedlion — an  afieftion  truly  ; — no,  I  have  ail  the 
abhorrence  and  ccricempt  in  the  world  for  him. 

Young  BoNC.  Dear  rifier,  don't  be  in  a  paffion. 

Miss  Bong.  I  am  in  no  paffion,  brother  j  it  is 
impoffible  for  a  man  I  hate  and  defpife,  to  put  me 
in  a  paffion  j  no,  brother,  when  I  know  a  man  to 
be  a  viliaip,  1  affure  you,  brother,  he  ihall  never 
have  it  in  his  pov/er  to  give  me  uneafinefs. 

Young  Bono.   But,  my  dear — 

Miss  Bono.  No,  brother,  I  would  not  have  you 
think  I  am  in  a  paffiion  on  his  account;  all  that 
vexes  m.e  is,  that  my  father  ffiould  think  I  had  a 
a  value  for  liim. 

Young  Bong.  V/ell,  dear  Sir,  I  believe  I  need  not 
fear  to  afk  you  the  fuccefs  of  the  bufinefs  you  was  (o 
kind  to  undertake. 

BoNC.  Upon  my  word,  George,  it  was  fuch  as 
furprized  me,  till  you  accounted  for  it;  by  this  en- 
gagement of  young  Valence's,  I  think,  on  com- 
paring his  circumllances,  I  might  have  expefled  a 
more  hearty  concurrence;  but  I  do  affiure  you,  the 
bed  anfwer  I  could  obtain  v/as,  that  he  would  con- 
fider  of  it. 

Young  Bonc.  O,  Sir,  that  was  only  to  leffen  the 
opinion  which  he  feared  you  might  have  had  of  the 
advantageoufnefs  of  the  propofal ;  I  think  I  know  him 
fo  well,  that  he  would  make  an  outward  difficulty  of 
aflenting  to  a  point,  which  inwardly,  he  heartily 
•wifh'd  to  compafs ;  efpecially,  v^hen  he  had  no  fear 
of  lofing  it  by  fo  doing  ;  as  perhaps  your  good- 
natur'd  forwardnefs  made  him  fecure  on  that  fide. 
-  Bono.  Aye,  faith,  it  is  furprifing  there  ihould  be 
fuch  foolifh  wife  men  in  the  world. 

Miss  Bono.  Brother,  one  word  with  you;  who 
tgld  you  this  villain  was  to  be  married  ? 

I  Younc 
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Young  Bonc.  Excufc  me — I  cannot  tell  you. 
Miss  Bonc.   1  would  not  deny  you,  brotiier. 
Young  Bono.   I  (liould  not  have  curiofitv  enoug-h 

J  o 

to  alls:  what  no  ways  concern'd  me. 

Miss  Bonc.  But  fnppofe  it  did  concern  me. — 
Young  Bonc.    Is  that   pofTible  ? — what,    he  that 
never  made  any  addreffes  to  yon  ? — 

Miss  Bonc.  AddreffeSi  pugh  ! — Pfliav/,  this  is 
ufing  me  in  a  manner  I  did  not  expeit  j  I  would 
not  conceal  a  fecret  from,  you,  efpccially  a  I'ecret  of 
this  nature. 

Young  Bonc.  Oh  !  a  fecret  of  im%  nature  j  now, 
be  honert,  and  tell  me  why  you  call'd  Valence  a  vil- 
lain,  and  I  will  difcover  the  whole. 

Miss  Bonc,  A  villain  !  if  you  knew  as  much  as 
I,  you  would  think  it  a  term  too  gentle.  Don't 
imagine  I  have  the  Icafl:  concern  at  lofing  him  ;  bur 
if  what  you  fay  is  true,  he  is  the  mofl  perfidious 
wicked  villain  that  ever  broke  his  folemn  vows  to  a 
woman. 

Young  Bonc.  Then  to  be  as  honcil  and  fincere 
with  youj  there  is  not  one  Tingle  fyliable  of  truth  in 
all  I  have  faid.  I  am  convinc'd  he  loves  you  fincere- 
ly,  and  fince  I  find  you  return  his  paCion  with  equal 
ardour — 

Miss  Bonc.  What  do  you  mean,  brother  1 — 

Bonc.  Nay,  child,  'tis  in  vain  to  difTemble,  you 
are  fairly  caught. 

Miss  Bonc.  -Well,  I  proteft  now,  this  is  the  mofl: 
barbarous  treatment  i  and  fo  the  Uory  you  rais'd  of 
poor  Valence  is  abfolutely  falle  ? 

Young  Bonc.  As  mere  ficlion  as  ever  came  from 
a  traveller  or  a  news-paper. 

Bonc.  Weil,  child,  I  think  you  need  fiy  no  more 
to  encourage  me  to  include  you  in  the  treaty,  at 
leuft  I  fhall  take  your  filence  for  conl'ent. 

Miss  Bonc.  Then  if  1  inuft  fpeak — 

Young  Bonc.  Let  it  be  truth  for  once. 

■  P  3  Miss 
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Miss  Boxc.  The  devil  take  the  {i:ory — for  I  never 
was  more  frightened  by  one  in  all  my  life. 

BoNC.  George,  I  think  there  will  be  no  farther 
obftruction  •,  Mr.  Valence  will  be  here  this  after- 
noon ;  and  as  foon  as  matters  can  be  fettled  by  the 
lawyers,  you  may  depend  on  your  happinefs. 

Young  Bonc.  Here  is  my  mother  coming  this 
way  J  I  believe  it  would  be  my  filter's  wifli,  as  well 
as  mine,  that  this  affair  lliould  be  yet  a  fecret  from 
her. 

Bonc.  I  think  you  are  in  the  wrong  there  ;  nor 
am  I  willing  Cnt  Ihould  be  unacquainted  with  a  thing 
of  this  nature. 

Young  Bonc.  At  lead.  Sir,  till  I  have  the  honour 
of  feeing  you  again. 

Miss  Bonc.  Aye,  do,  dear  Sir. 

BoNCOUR.  Well,  fo  far  I  will  indulge  you. 

[Exeunl  Tcung  Boncour  and  Mifs  Boncour^ 

Enter   Mrs.  BONCOUR. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Do  Mr.  Valence's  family  dine  here 
to-day  ? 

Bonc.  Yes,  my  dear, 

Mrs.  Bonc.   Very  well,  then  I  will  dine  abroad. 

Bonc.  As  you  pleafe,  child,  fince  your  daughter 
is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  1  know.  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  you  i  but  1  think  you  need  not  affed  it 
— it  would  be  civiller  to  exprefs  fome  regard  for  me, 
tho'  it  was  never  fo  counterfeit. 

Bonc.  Would  you  have  me  fay  you  fhall  not  dine 
abroad  ? 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Shall  not !  I  fhould  laugh  at  that  in- 
deed ! 

Bonc.  Why,  my  dear,  fhould  I  ever  difcover  an 
inclination  contrary  to  your's,  by  which  you  muft 
be  driven  to  the  uneafinefs  of  knowing  you  thwart 
one  or  the  other  ?    you  know,  child,   concealments 

of 
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of  this  kind  are  the  greateft  delicacies   of  friend- 
fliip. 

Mrs.  Bong.  To  be  furc  I  can  conceal  nothing, 
nor  I  have  no  delicacy  of  friendfhip  about  me  ;  I 
wonder  you  would  chufe  fo  indelicate  a  woman. 

BoNC.  Come,  it  is  happy  for  you  I  did  chufe  you  ; 
at  Icaft  you  might  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  one  who 
would  have  been  lefs  obfervant  of  your  temper; 
fuppofe  you  had  been  married  to  my  brother  Sir 
George  ? 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Sir  George!  why  Sir  George?  I 
know  no  man  who  would  make  a  better  hufband, 

BoNC.  So  he  fays  himfelf,  and  this  I  mult  confefs, 
he  would  never  have  had  a  difpute  of  this  kind  with 
his  vvife  ;  for  he  would  have  told  her  peremptorily, 
madam,  I  have  invited  the  company,  and  you  Ihall 
ftay  and  dine  with  them. 

Mrs.  Bong.  Well,  and  that  would  have  been 
kinder  than  indiiference  s  tor  my  part,  I  aver,  I 
could  bear  contradi6lion  from  a  man  that  was  fond 
of  me. 

Bong.  What,  rather  than  compliance  ! 
Mrs.  Bong.  I  am  not  that  fool  you  may  imagine 
me  J    I  know  a  little  of  human  nature,  and  am  con- 
vinced there  is  no  man  truly  fond  of  his  wife,  who 
is  not  uneafy  at  the  lofs  of  her  company. 

Bonc.  Will  it  pleafe  you  if  I  order  you  to  (lay 
at  home  ? 

Mrs.  Bonc  Order  me!  no,  trulj?-,  if  my  com- 
pany be  fo  indifferent  that  you  confult  only  my 
pleafure  in  defiring  it,  I  (liali  never  think  myfelf 
obiig'd  to  you  on  that  account  j  I  thank  heavqn,  I 
am  not  every  where  fo  defpicable,  but  that  there  are 
fome  weak  enough  to  defire  my  converfation,  and, 
perhaps,  might  prefer  it  to  the  agreeable  Mifs  V'a^ 
knee  herfelf. 

EoNC.  She  is  a  guefl:  of  my  daughter's,  not  of 
mine  :  furely,  you  don't  conceive  I  have  any  par- 
ticular pleafure  in  Mifs  Valence's  company  ? 

D  4  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Bonc.  O,  1  am  not  jealous,  1  afTure  you» 
you  wrong  me  mightily  if  you  think  I  am  jealous  i 
Hie  muft  he  a  poor  creature,  ihdeed,  who  could  be 
jealous  of  every  little  flirt;  no,  1  fliould  have  too 
much  contempt  for  the  man  who  delighted  in  the 
converfation  of  fuch  flirts  ;  but  this  I  think  I  might 
reafonably  expcft,  that  he  vi/ould  enjoy  them  by  him- 
felf,  and  not  infill  on  my  being  of  the  company. 

Bong.  You  cannot  charge  me  with  any  fuch  be- 
haviour, nay,  fcarce  wit!i  a  (ingle  defiie  chat  would 
contradifl  your  inclinations ;  therefore,  when  you 
told  m.e  you  would  dine  abroad,  I  anfwered,  jull  as 
you  pleafej  tho'  I  knew  not  the  company  to  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  you. 

Mrs.  Bono.  But  I  will  not  dine  abroad,  Mr.  Bon- 
cour,  I  will  dine  at  home;  pray  give  me  leave  to 
know  my  own  inclinations  better  than  you ;  I  am 
neither  a  fool  nor  a  child,  whatever  you  may  think 
of  me,  nor  will  1  be  treated  as  fuch  by  any  hufband 
in  the  univcrfe  1  What  !  I  fuppofe  I  muft  fhortly 
come  v/ith  my  hands  before  me,  and  afk  you  leave 
before  I  do  any  thing;  piay,  Mr.  Boncour,  will 
you  give  me  leave  to  make  a  few  vifits  this  morn- 
ing ? 

BoNC.  Ha,  ha,  ha  !  My  dear,  did  I  ever  deny 
you  ! 

Mrs.  Bonc.  You  infifl:  on  my  afl^ing  then  it 
feems,  but  I  aflure  you  I  fliall  not  ;  I  did  not  part 
"with  my  fortune  to  part  with  my  liberty  too.  To  your 
fcrvanr.  \_Exit, 

Bonc.  Well,  Sir  George  is  in  the  right;  1  have 
fpoil'd  this  woman  certainly  ;  for  her  temper  from  a 
good  one  is  now  become  intolerable  ;  but  Ihe 
brought  me  a  fortune  ;  true,  flie  did,  and  an  im- 
menie  one,  and  with  it,  what  1  took  for  better  and. 
for  worfe  j  and  (o  \i  is  idle  to  complain,  [ifx/Y. 
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ACT    III.        SCENE     I. 

Mr,  B  O  N  C  O  U  R ' J  Hctife. 
Enter  BONCOUR  crad  SERVANT. 

Servant. 

MR-  Valence's  man  left  this  letter. 
BoNC    So  !  here  I  fliali  have,  I  fuppofe,  my 
neighbour's   lenciments  at  large  on  this  important 
bufinefs.     (Reads  the  letter.) 

SI  R, 

*^'  1  have  maturely  weigh'd  your  propofal  ;  and  to 
convince  you  of  the  defire  I  have  to  an  alliance  with 
your  family,  notvvithftanding  fome  offers  lately  made 
me,  which,  to  a  worldly  minded  man,  might  per- 
haps appear  more  advancageous,  I  have  confented 
to  the  union  between  our  children,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  1  haVe  drawn  up  a  few  articles,  not  doubting 
but  yoii  will  think  them  very  reafoiiable. 

"  Firft,  You  fnali  veft  your  whole  eftate  immedi- 
ately in  the  poiTeffion  of  your  fon,  out  of  which, 
befiuts  your  w.fe's  fortune,  you  faall  be  allotted 
two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  during  life. 

*^  Secondly,  You  Oiall  pay  down  fifteen  rhoufand 
pounds  as  your  daughter's  portion,  for  which  'Cae, 
fhall  b.avc  a  proportionable  lettlement,  as  our  law- 
yers fliail  igreCc 

"  Thirdly,  That,  as  a  very  large  part  of  my  eftate 
will,  at  my  death,  defcend  to  my  fon,  I  fhail  remain 
in  polieffion   of  the  whole  during  my  life,  except 

■ "   But  why  fhould  I  read  any  farther  ?  is  this  man 

mad,  or  doth  he  conclude  me  to  be  fo  ? 

Ente^ 
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Enier  Sir  GEORGE  BONCOUR. 

Sir  Geo.  I  call'd  on  you,  brother,  to  let  you 
know  I  (hall  dine  with  you,  for  my  friend  has  fent 
me  word  the  houfe  will  fit  late. 

BoNC.  Oh,  Sir  George,  I  am  particularly  glad  to 
fee  you  j  I  will  give  you  an  inftance  that  your 
opinion  of  mankind  is  julter  than  my  own  j  fince  I 
fa»v  you,  I  have,  to  comply  with  my  fon's  inclination., 
propos'd  a  match  in  Mr.  Valence's  family  j  could 
you  imagine  he  would  fend  me  fuch  a  letter  as 
this  in  anfwer  ?  oh,  you  need  only  look  at  the  ar-r 
tides. 

Sir  Geo.  (reading).     Well,  wh:it  of  this? 

BoNC.  What!  can  ycu  think  the  man  is  in  his 
fenfes  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Certainly;  for  'tis  impofTible  he  fhould 
fuppofe  you  co  be  in  your's,  when  you  made  him  the 
offer  to  which  this  letter  is  an  anfwer. 

BoNC.  But,  brother,  is  my  making  him  an  advan- 
tageous offer,  a  reafon  for  fo  impudent  an  impo-f 
fuion  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Aye,  furely,  no  one  can  give  another  a 
fironger  hint  to  impofe  upon  him,  than  by  firft  im- 
pofing  upon  himfelfj  you  have  infinite  obliga- 
tions to  him  I  think,  for  he  fees  you  have  an  incli- 
nation to  beggary,  and  therefore  would  make  you  a 
beggar.  Bcfides,  can  any  thing  be  more  reafonable 
than  what  he  propofes  ?  1  am  fure  1  fliould  not  ex- 
pert fuch  gentle  terms  in  the  fame  cafe  ;  what  doth 
he  defire  of  you  more  than  to  throw  yourfelf  on  the 
bounty  of  your  fon  ?  well,  and  who  the  devil  would 
make  any  fcruple  of  trufting  a  fon,  efpecially  fuch  a 
fon  as  your's — a  fine  gentleman — one  v/ho  keeps  a 
wench — never  fear,  man,  1  warrant  he'll  allov/  you 
pocket-money  enough. 

Bong.  Raillery,  Sir  George,  may  exceed  the 
bounds  of  good-nature,  as  well  as  good-breeding  j 

I  dia 
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I  did  not  expect  that  you  would  have  treated  the 
ferious  concerns  of  my  fannily  in  fo  ludicrous  a  man- 
ner, nor  have  laughed  at  me  when  I  afk'd  your  ad- 
vice. 

Sir  Geo.  Zounds!  what  fhall  I  fay?  I  thought 
to  have  pleas'd  you,  by  calling  his  demands  reafon- 
able  J  fliall  I  take  the  other  fide  of  the  quellion  ?  for, 
like  a  lawyer,  I  can  fpeak  on  either  j  he  hath  taken 
the  moft  prudent  way  of  calling  you  a  fool,  and  his 
propofals  feem  to  proceed  rather  from  a  defign  of 
infulting  you,  than  from  any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

Bong.   It  really  has  that  appearance. 

Sir  Geo.  Well,  then,  and  do  you  want  my  ad- 
vice what  to  do  ? 

Bong.  I  fliall,  undoubtedly,  reject  them  with 
fcorn,  and  if  myfelf  alone  were  concern'd,  I  could 
with  eafe  j — but  my  fon,  I  feai'j  has  fet  his  heart  on 
the  young  lady. 

Sir  Geo,  Then  break  his  heart :  why  what  a  de- 
vil of  a  fellow  is  this  fon  of  your's  ?  he  fets  his  for- 
tune on  one  wench,  and  his  heart  on  another  ? 

Bong,  Come,  brother,  you  are  a  little  too  hafty  : 
when  we  refle6t  on  the  follies  of  our  youth,  we 
fhould  be  more  candid  to  the  faults  of  our  children. 

Sir  Geo.  You  are  welcome  to  throw  the  fins  of 
my  youth  in  my  face  :  I  own  I  have  been  as  wicked 
as  any,  and  therefore  I  would  not  futFer  a  fon  to  be 
fo :  of  what  ufe  is  a  parent's  experience,  but  to  cor- 
rect his  children  j  and,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you, 
you  are  a  very  unnatural  father,  in  not  fufFering  your 
fon  to  reap  any  benefit  from  your  former  fins ;  but 
you,  brother,  to  obtain  the  character  of  a  good- 
natur'd  man,  are  content  to  be  the  bubble  of  all 
the  world. 

BoNC.  Well,  I  had  rather  be  the  bubble  of  other 
men's  will  than  of  my  own  5  for,  let  me  tell  you, 
brother,  whatever  impofitions  knavery  puts  upon 
ochersj  it  puts  greater  on  itfelf. 
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Enter   SERVANT. 

Serv.  Sir,  dinner  is  upon  the  table. 

BoNC.  Well,  we  will  defer  this  affair  'till  the  af- 
ternoon, when  I  believe  my  behaviour  y.ill  pleafe 
you. 

Sir  Geo.  It  will  furprife  me  too,  if  it  does. 

\EMuni, 

SCENE,    V  A  L  E  N  c  e'j    H'.ufe, 

Enter  V  A  L.E  N  C  E  and  SERVANT.      ' 

Val.  Sir  Gregory  come  to  town,  fay  you  ? 

Serv.  He  is  at  the  coffee-houfe,  and  will  be  here 
immediately. 

■  Val.  V/ell,  fhew  him  up.  (E:<it  Servant.)  What 
great  affair  can  have  brought  him  up  ?  who  has  not, 
I  believe,  been  in  town  thefe  twenty  years  :  fome- 
thing  of  vafl:  importance  mull  have  drawn  him  from 
his  fox-hounds  !  he  hath  been  fo  long  abfenr,  the 
town  will  be  a  fight  to  him,  at  'leaft  he  will  be  a 
fight  to  the  tovyn.  (Sir  Gregory  hallcws  'without.) 
He  is  not  far  off,  I  hear. 

Enter  Sir  GREGORY  K  E  N  N  E  L. 

Sir  Greg.  Hey  a  vox,  mailer  Valence — how  goes 
it,  my  old  friend  ?  you  look  furpriz'd  to  fee  me  in 
town. 

Val.  I  mufl  confefs,  Sir  Gregory,  you  were  one 
of  the  laft  perfons  I  expedted  to  fee  here. 

Sir  Greg.  It  is  like  a  fox  running  againfl  the 
■wind :  vvell,  how  does  madam,  and  how  does  your 
fine  fgn  do  ? 

Val.  Alas!  my  wife,  poor  woman,  I  have  loft 
her  fome  time  j  I  thought  you  mull  have  heard  of 
;hat. 

Sir  Greg.  Like  enough  I  may  :  I  can't  remem- 
ber Cvtry  trifle. 

Val, 
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Val.  1  hope  your  family  is  well,  Sir  Gregory  ? 

Sir  Greg.  Why  I  have  loft  my  lady  too,  fince  I 
fav/  you  :  fhe  is  fix  feet  deep,  by  George ;  but  the 
boys  are  all  well  enough  :  Frank,  he  is  at  home  ; 
and  Will  is  at  Oxford  i  and  the  Squire,  he  is  jutt 
come  from  his  travels. 

Val.  And  how  does  mafter  Francis  ?  I  think  he 
is  my  godfon. 

Sir  Greg.  Why  Frank,  Frank  is  Vv'ell  enow  j  I 
would  a  brought  un  to  town,  but  the  dogs  would 
not  fpare  un  :  he  is  mightily  improved,  I  can  tell 
you,  fince  you  law  un  ;  he  takes  a  five-bar  gate  like 
a  greyhound  j  but  the  'Squire  is  the  top  of  the  pack: 
I  have  been  at  fome  pains  in  his  education ;  he  has 
made,  what  do  you  call  ir,  the  tower  of  Europe. 

Val.  What,  has  maftcr  Gregory  been  abroad  ? 

Sir  Greg.  I  think  fo — he  hath  been  out  almoll 
two  years,  in  France,  and  Italy,  and  Venice,  and 
Naples,  and  I  don't  know  where. 

Val.  Indeed  !  why  I  thought  he  had  been  too 
young  to  travel. 

Sir  Greg.  No,  no;  he's  old  enough,  he  will  be 
of  age  in  half  a  year  more. 

Val.  He  is  much  improv'd  by  his  travels,  no 
doubt  on't. 

Sir  Greg.  Improv'd,  aye,  that  he  is — Egad  he 
over-tops  them  all — he  was  the  fineft  gentleman  at 
feffions — I  have  nothing  to  do  for'n,  but  marry 
un  to  a  woman  of  quality,  and  get  un  made  a  par- 
liament man,  and  then  his  fortune  is  made,  then  he 
will  be  a  complete  gentleman  ;  now  I  have  fecur'd 
one  o'  um  j  I  have  agreed  for  a  borough,  and  I  fan- 
cy, neighbour  Valence,  you  can  recommend  me  to 
t'other;  you  converfe  with  quality;  do  you  know 
now  ever  a  woman  of  quality  that's  very  handlome, 
with  a  preat  fortune,  that  wants  a  hufDand  ? 

Val.  Quality,  beauty,  and  fortune;  you  are  fome- 
^vhat  high  in  your  demands.  Sir  Gregory. 

Sir. 
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Sm  Greg.  Why,  if  fhe  be  not  handfome,  the  bo)" 
won't  like  her  ;  and  if  fhe  have  no  fortune,  I  Ihan'c. 

Val.  But,  why  quality?  what  ufe  is  there  in 
that  ? 

Sir  Greg.  Nay,  I  can't  tell  much  ufe  in  it  j  but 
there  is  fomething  in  it  to  be  fure,  for  I  have  {ten 
men  proud  on  it  in  the  country,  who  have  nothing 
clfe  to  be  proud  of — Odfure — I  fancy  they  have  for- 
got to  direct  the  boy  hither  :  I  left  him  at  the  cof- 
fee-houfe  having  his  fhoes  clean'd  ;  the  dog's  grown 
fo  nice  fince  his  travels,  that  he  did  but  juft  ftep 
into  a  kennel,  tho'  he  wan't  over  the  inftep  ;  the 
ilioes  o'un  mud  be  clean'd  immediately  3  I  will  ftep 
and  fee  for  'un,  and  be  back  with  you  in  an  inftant. 

Val.  If  this  cub  hath  no  more  wit  than  his  fa- 
ther, it  will  not  be  difficult  to  match  him  to  my 
own  daughter.  He  will  be  a  much  greater  match 
than  young  Boncour :  this  is  an  efFe6t  of  my  pru- 
dence i  but  I  am  afraid,  as  unreafonable  as  my  de- 
mands are  to  Boncour,  folly  will  make  him  accept 
them  ;  if  he  fhould,  I  can  raife  them  fo  high,  that, 
even  fo  great  a  fool  as  he  is,  will  rejed  them  :  how- 
ever, I  will  be  firft  fure  on  this  fide. 

Enler  Sir  GREGORY    md  Toung  KENNEL. 

Sir  Greg.  Here  he  is  ;  here  is  the  boy;   child, 
this  is  my  friend  Mr.  Valence. 
(I'oun'^  Kennel  runs  to  Valence  and  kijfes  his  hand,) 

Val.  1  am  glad  to  fee  you  returned. 

Young  Ken.  Pardie  1  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
fervant. 

Sir  Greg.  Is  not  he  a  fine  gentleman  ?  well,  Gre- 
jTory,  let  us  hear  a  little  more  of  your  travels  ; 
come,  don't  be  afham'd  before  folks,  don't — Come, 
tell  us  what  you — 

Young  Ken.  Dear,  old  Gentleman,  don't  give 
yourfelf  any  pain  on  my  account:  I  fhould  have 

made 
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made  the  tour  of  Europe  to  very  little  purpofe, .  if  I 
had  any  modefty  left. 

Sir  Greg.  Neighbour  Valence,  do  aflchirn  about 
pleaces  ? 

Val.  Pray,  Sir,  how  do  you  like  Venice  ? 

Young  Ken.  Not  at  all.  Egad  it  Hands  in  the 
middle  of  the  fea  1 

Sir  Greg.  How  !  no  lies,  Greg. — don't  put  the 
traveller  upon  us ! 

Val.  Indeed  he  fpeaks  truth.  How  do  you  like 
the  humour,   the  temper  of  the  Italians  ? 

Young  Ken.  I  don't  know  any  thing  of  them, 
for  I  never  would  converfe  with  any,  but  thofe  of 
my  own  country. 

Sir  Greg.  That's  right;  I  would  have  tliee  al- 
ways be  a  trueEnglifliman. 

Val.  I  fuppofe  you  faw  Rome,  Sir. 

Young  Ken.  Faith,  Sir,  I  can't  fay  I  faw  it,  for 
I  went  extremely  late  in,  and  ftaid  there  but  a  week : 
I  intended  to  have  taken  a  walk  or  two  about  town, 
but  happening  to  meet  with  two  or  three  Englifn 
dogs  at  our  inn — mortblue !  I  never  flirr'd  abroad 
till  the  day  I  came  away. 

Sir  Greg.  What !  did'ft  not  fee  the  Pope  of  Rome? 

Young  Ken.  No,  not  1 :  1  fhould  have  feen  him, 
I  believe,  but  I  never  heard  a  word  that  he  was  at 
Rome  till  after  I  came  into  France,  and  then  I  did 
not  think  it  was  worth  going  back  for :  I  did  not 
fee  any  one  thing  in  Italy  worth  taking  notice  of^ 
but  their  piduresi  they  are  magnifique,  indeed  1 

Val.  How  do  you  like  the  buildings.  Sir,  in 
Italy  ? 

Young  Ken.  They  Ihow'd  me  fome  old  build- 
ings, but  they  are  lb  damnably  out  of  repair,  one 
can't  tell  what  to  make  of  them. 

SirGreg.  Well,  Gregory,  give  us  a  little  account 
of  France  :  you  faw  the  King  of  France,  did  not  you 
Greg  ? 

Young  Ken.  Yes,  and  the  Queen,  and  the  Dol- 
7  phin  I 
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phin  i  why,  Paris  is  well  enough,  and  the  merriefl 
place  I  faw  in  all  my  travels :  one  never  wants  com- 
pany thtrej  for  there  is  fuch  a  rendezvous  of  Eng- 
lifli,  I  was  never  alone  for  three  months  together, 
and  fcarce  ever  fpoke  to  a  Frenchman  all  the  while. 

Sir  Greg.  There,  Mr.  Valence,  you  fee  how  un- 
juftly  they  fpeak  againft:  our  fending  our  fons  to  tra- 
vel :  you  fee  they  are  in  no  danger  of  learning  fo- 
reign vices,  when  they  don't  keep  company  with 
foreigners.  Well,  Mr.  Valence,  how  do  you  like 
'un? 

Val.  O,  infinitely  well,  indeed  !  he  is  really  a 
finiih'd  gentleman — 

Sir  Greg.  Aye,  is  he  not  a  fine  fellow  ?  But, 
Greg,  you  don't  tell  Mr.  Valence  half  what  you 
told  me,  about  3,  ftrange  man  at  Orlines. 

Young  Ken.  You  will  excufe  my  father's  pro- 
nunciation, as  he  has  never  been  abroad  :  he  means 
Orleans,  Vvhere  I  faw  one  of  the  largeft  men  I  ever 
iaw  in  my  life;  I  believe  he  was  about  eight  foot 
high. 

Sir  Greg.  What  a  misfortune  it  is  not  to  travel 
in  one's  youth  :  I  can  fcarce  forgive  my  father's 
memory  for  keeping  me  at  home.  Well,  but  about 
the  King  of  France. 

Young  Ken.  Zounds !  father,  don't  alk  me  fo 
many  queftions.     You  fee.  Sir,  what  a  putt  he  is. 

14/Ide  io  Val. 

Sir  Greg.  Why,  you  rogue,  what  did  I  fend  you 
abroad  for,  but  to  tell  me  ftories  when  you  came 
home. 

Young  Ken.  You  fent  me  abroad.  Sir,  to  learn 
to  be  a  fine  gentleman,  and  to  teach  me  to  defpife 
clownilh  fc^IIows. 

Val.  Come,  Sir  Gregory,  perhaps  the  young 
gentleman  will  be  more  open  over  a  bottle  3  what 
fay  you  ? 

Sir  Greg.  You  know  I  never  flinch  from  a  bot- 
tle; and  we  will  have  fome  ftories  after  a  glafs. 

Well, 
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Well,  Greg,  you  know  what  I  came  to  town  about, 
and  this  gentleman  will  alTid  us ;  he  will  recom- 
mend a  wife  to  you. 

TouNG  Ken.  I  am  this  gentleman's  very  hum- 
ble fcrvantj  but  I  want  none  of  his  affiftancc^ 
There  is  a  lady  whom  I  knew  before  I  went  abroad, 
and  faw  again  lafl:  night  with  another  young  lady  at 
the  play,  and  mortbiue  if  1  marry  any  other  wo- 
man. 

Sir  Greg.  How!   firrah. 

Young  Ken.  Pray,  dear  old  gentleman,  don'c 
put  on  that  grum  look  :  rat  me,  do  you  think  I 
have  made  the  tour  of  Europe  to  be  fnubb'd  by  an 
Englifli  father,  when  I  came  home  again  ? 

Sir  Greg.  Sirrah,  I'll  beat  the  tour  of  Europe  out 
of  you  again  :  have  I  made  you  a  fine  gentleman,  in 

order  to  defpife  your  father's  authority  ! 

Val.   Pray,  Sir  Gregory 

Sir  Greg.  Sirrahj  I'll  difinherit  you  :  PlI  fend 
your  brother  Will  a  travelling,  and  make  Frank  a 
parliament-man  in  your  room. 

Young  Ken.  A  fig  for  your  difinheriting  !  it  is 
not  in  your  power  j  if  I  can  but  get  this  girl,  Pli 
marry  her,  and  carry  her  back  to  France.  There 
is  as  good  Englifh  company  at  Boulogne,  as  I  ever 
defire  to  crack  a  bottle  with — whzi  do  you  take  me 
for  ?  a  boy  !  and  that  yoii  are  to  make  me  do  what 
you  pleafe,  as  you  did  before  1  went  abroad  j  Diable! 
do  you  think  to  ufe  me  as  you  do  brother  Frank, 
v/ho  is  but  your  whipper-in  ?  mortbiue,  I  have  been 
huntin.Q;  with  the  Kins;  of  France. 

Sir  Greg.  If  you  have  been  hunting  with  the  de- 
vil, I'll  make  you  know  I  am  your  father ;  and, 
tho'  you  are  a  fine  gentleman,  the  fitme  pains  will 
itiake  your  brother  Will  as  fine  a  gentleman  to  the 
full. 

Val.  Pray,  Sir,  confider;    don'c  ^ifoblige  your 

father:  come.  Sir  Gregory,  1  have  order'd  a  bottle 

yf  wine  within  j  let  us  go  and  talk  over  that  mat* 

Vol..  IV.  E  tcrs 
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ter;  I  dare  fay  I  fhall  bring  the  young  gentlemair 

to  reafon  ;  come,  pray  walk  in. 

Sir  Greg.  He  (hall  obey  me,  or 

Young  Ken.  I  have  traveU'd  to  a  fine  purpofe, 

truly,  [Exeunt^ 

SCENE,    BoncourV   Houfe^ 
Enter  BONCOUR  and  Toung  BONCOUR, 

Young  Bonc.  Tho'  the  articles  are  a  little  un- 
reafonable,  if  you  had  any  compalTion  or  love  for 
your  children,  who  you  know  have  plac'd  their 
hearts  on  the  match,  you  would  comply^ 

Bonc.  My  children  are  ungrateful,  if  they  up- 
braid me  with  want  of  affection  :  but  this  is  a  mere 
trick,  a  poor  fcheme  of  Mr.  Valence's,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  your  palTions,  and  my  indulgence. 

Young  Bonc.  So,  we  are  facrific'd  to  contention 
'twixt  our  fathers,  for  the  fuperiority  of  underftand- 

Bono.  You  injure  me,  fon  j  the  low  dirty  repu- 
tation of  cunning,  I  fcorn  and  deteft. 

Enter   Mrs.  BONCOUR. 

Mrs.  Bonc»  So,  Sir,  I  hear  there  are  marriages 
going  on  in  the  family,  which  I  was  not  to  be  ac«* 
quainted  with. 

Bon'c.  Pardon  me,  my  dear;  I  intended  to  have 
acquainted  you,  and  fhould  before,  but  for  a  par- 
ticular reafon. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  What  reafon,  pray  ? 

Bonc.  You  need  not  concern  yourfelf. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Indeed  1  not  concern  myfelf !  who- 
jun  I  ?  have  not  I  an  equal  concern  s  aye,  and  a 
fuperior  one  ! 

Bonc.  But  hear  me,  madam. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  No,  I  won't  hear  any  thing  faid  for 
the  match  J  it  is  below  them  in  family  and  fortune 
both.  * 

Bonc. 
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BoNC.   I  do  not  intend 

Mrs.  Bonc.  1  don't  care  what  you  intend  ;  you 
may  keep  your  reafons  to  yourfelf,  if  you  plcafe; 
but,  as  for  the  double  marriage,  I  will  have  no  fucli 
thing  ;  all  your  plots  fhan't  compafs  it. 

BoNC.  I  tell  you,  it  is  broke  off — -there  is  to  be 
no  macch. 

Mrs.  Bcnc.  How,  no  match  !  and  pray  what  was 
the  reafon  you  kept  it  a  fecret  from  me  ? 

Bong.  Ma'am  ! 

Mrs.  Bong.  So;  1  am  nobody  in  the  houfe; 
matches  are  made  and  unmade,  and  I  know  notliing 
of  the  matter.     And  why  did  you  break  it  olF? 

Bong.  Becaufe  his  demands  were  mondrous — ex- 
orbitant beyond  credibility. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  And  pray  what  was  the  reafon  you 
kept  it  a  fecret  from  me  ?  nay,  I  will  know — I  am 
relblved  I  will  know — won't  you  tell  me? — you  are 
a  barbarous  man,  and  have  not  the  lead  affeclion 
for  me  in  the  world  (crying). 

Enter  Mifs  B  O  N  C  O  U  R. 

Miss  Bong.  Blefs  me,  madam,  what  is  the  mat- 
ter ? 

Mrs.  Bong.  Nothing  extraordinary  ;  your  father 
has  behaved  to  me  like  a  monfter 

Miss  Bong.  La,  Sir>  how  can  you  vex  my  m.a- 
ma  in  this  manner  ! 

Bong.  So  !  Ihe  for  whom  I  fufier'd  all  this,  is  the 
firfl:  to  accufe  me. 

Mrs.  Bong.  It  feems  you  are  to  be  married  with- 
out my  knowledge. 

Miss  Bong.  Married,  Madam!   to  whom,  pray? 

Mrs.  Bong.  Nay,  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  to 
be  fo  now  j  for  the  fame  wife  head  that  m.ade  the 
match,  has,  it  feems,  broke  it  off  again. 

Bong.  Yes,  child  ;  Mr.  Valence  hath  been  pleas'd, 
from  my  eafy  behaviour  to  him,  to  ufe  me  in  fuch 

E  2  a  manner* 
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a  inanner,  and  infift  upon  fuch  terms,  that  I  C2n*P, 
either  confiftently  with  common  fenle  or  honour, 
compiy  with  ;  now,  my  dear,  you  fee  1  do  not  keep 
all  lecrets  from  you,  examine  them  yourfelf. 

Miss  Bon'C.  (Afide)  So,  fo,  fo  !  after  my  afFecliorvs 
are  eng-ig'd,  they  are  to  be  baulked,  it  fcems  :  but 
there  Ihall  go  two  words  to  that  bargain. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  I  can't  fee  any  thing  fo  unreafon- 
able  in  his  demands  :  if  the  match  was  othcrwife 
good,  I  ihould  nut  have  broken  it  off  on  this  ac- 
count. 

Bo\c.  What !  would  you  fubvert  the  order  of 
nature,  and  change  places  with  your  children  ? 
would  you  depend  on  their  duty  and  gratitude  for 
your  bread  ^  and  give  way  to  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  a  man,  who  has  made  them  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  becaufe  I  offered  him  more  than  he  expefted, 
or  could  have  hoped  for  ? 

Mrs.  Bonc.  I  fay  his  demands  are  for  the  advan- 
tage of  our  children,  and  truly  if  I  can  fubmit  to 
them,  you,  Mr.  Boncour,   may  be  fatisfied. 

Young  Bonc.  Nay,  then,  I  think  it  is  a  good 
time  for  me  to  appear :  O,  madam,  eternal  bleffings 
on  your  goodnefs,  which  it  fhall  be  the  bufinefs  of 
my  life  to  defervej  O  ceafe  not  till  you  have  pre- 
vailfd  on  his  obdurate  heart  to  relent. 

Miss  Bonc.  I  muft  fecond  my  brother — Have 
pity  on  him.,  dear  mama  1  fee  how  he  trembles,  his 
lips  are!  pale,  his  voice  faulters  !  O  confider  what  he 
fuiFers  with  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  the  woman  he 
loves  ;  though  my  father's  cruel  heart  is  deaf  to  all 
his  fufferings,  you  are  all  goodnefs,  all  tendernefs; 
you,  I  know,  will  not  bear  to  lee  him  miferable  I 

Mrs.  Bonc  Why  do  you  addrefs  yourfelf  to  me  ? 
there  fcands  the  good  man,  who  wifely  contriv'd 
this  match,  and  then  with  fo  much  refolution  broke 
it  oif. 

Young  Bono.  My  pafTion,  'till  you  encouraged 
It,  was  governable — 'Twas  you.  Sir,  who  bid  me 

hope. 
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hope,  who  cheriOi'd  my  young  love  ;  and  thougli 
the  modefty  of  her  fex  may  make  her  backward  co 
own  it,  my  filter's  heart  is  as  deeply  concern'd  as 
mine. 

Miss  Bono.  Thank  you,  brother,  but  never 
mind  me  : — I  had  my  father's  command  to  give  my 
promife,  and  J.  muft  not  obey  him  if  he  commands 
me  to  break  it. 

Young  Bonc.  (Takes  hold  of  lis  fieeve.)  Sir,  I  bc- 
feech  you — 

Miss  Bonc.  (Takes  bold  of  the  ether.)  Dear  pa- 
pa  

Mrs.  Bonc.  And  for  what  reafon  was  this  fecrec 
Ivept  from  me  ? 

Miss  Bonc.  When  he  hath  put  it  into  his  chil- 
dren's heads 

Young  Bono,  When  their  whole  happinefs  is  at 
ilake. — Then  it  is  in:o  a  family  of  fo  good  a  cha- 
racter.  

Mrs,  Bonc.  I  mud  take  my  children's  parts, 
and  you  fhall  confent,  or  never 

Miss  Bonc.  I'll  never  \cz  go  your  hand — -^ 

Young  Bonc.  I'll  never  rife  again 

Enter  Sir  GEORGE   B  O  N  C  O  U  R. 

Bonc.  O,  brother  !  you  never  arriv'd  fo  fortu- 
nately to  my  affiftance  as  now. 

Sir  Geo.  Why,  what's  the  matter? 

Bonc.  O,  I  am  v/orried  to  death  by  my  wife- and 
my  children. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Nay,  brother,  you  fliall  judje  if  he 
hath  reafon  to  complain :  he  hath,  without  my 
knov/ledge,  contracted  a  match  between  Mr„  Va- 
lence's children  and  his  own;  and  when  the  young 
people  had  united  their  atfections,  truly  he  hath,  of 
his  Ovvn  wife  hc-ad,  broke  it  ofi'  again. 

Bonc.  You  have  appeai'd  to  a  very  wrong  per- 
fqn  nowi   \ny  brother  knows  the  whole  affair. 

E  3  S;i\ 
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Sir  Geo.  I  know,  brother  !  what  do  I  know  ?  if 
you  have  broken  off  the  children's  matchj  you  have 
done  a  v<^ry  ill  thing,  let  your  reafons  be  what  they 
.  will. 

BoNC.  How,  brother  !  are  you  my  enemy  too  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Can  you. imagine  I  will  be  your  friend,* 
brother,  when  you  run  raflily  of  your  own  head  into 
ichemes   of   confequence    without  confulting  your 
wife! — without  taking  the  advice  of  her,   your  beft 
friend,  your  beft  counfellor  ? 

Mrs.  Bonc.  True,  dear  brother. 

Sir  Geo.  And  then,  when  you  have  done  fo, 
and  fufFer'd  a  fine  gentleman  here  to  encasre  his 
precious  affeclions,  to  fix  his  conftant  heart,  which 
always  doats  with  the  fame  ardour  on  the  fame 
beauteous  object, 

Young  Bonc.  True,  by  heavens  ! 

Sir  Giro.  And  this  little  bud  here,  to  throw  off 
the  veil  of  her  virgin  modefty,  and  all  overf^jread 
■with  blnfhes  and  confufion,  to  tell  ^n  odious  man 
fhe  will  have  him,  which  nothing  but  her  duty  tQ 
you  could  ever  extort  from  her. 

Miss  Bonc.  True,  dear  uncle ! 

Sir  G£0.  Then,  after  all  this,  outofbafe  worldly 
motives,  fuch  as  (hould  neverenter  into  the  thoughts 
of  a  good  man 

Young  Bonc.  Too  true  ! 

Sir  Geo.  To  difappoint  all  their  hopes,  to  ruin 
all  their  fair  profpecfts  of  happinefs — to  throw  your 
wife  into  an  ill  humour 

Mrs.  Bon'C.   Monfter  ! 

Sir  Geo.  To  make  your  fon  here  diftrafled. 

Young  Bonc.  Unnatural  father ! 

Sir  Geo    To  break  your  daughter's  heart ! 

Miss  Bonc.  Cruel!    barbarous! 

Bonc.  Now,  madam,  wife,  children,  marry,  do  as 

you  will 1  oppofe  you  no  longer^ a  leaf  may 

as  well  fwim  againft  a  cataract——-. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Bonc.  But  why  keep  it  a  fecret  from  me  ? 
why  muft  not  I  be  truded  with  a  fecret  ? 

Young  Bonc.  And  may  1  depend  on  my  father's 
permiflion  to  be  happy  ? 

Bonc.  Even  as  you  pleafe,  Sir — O — aye — Ma- 
dam, and  you  too,  I  will  prevent  you  tiie  trouble 
of  fpeaking. 

Young  Bonc.  Come,  dear  girl,  let   us  hafle  to 
make  our  friends  happy  with  the  news. 
[Exeunt  Mrs.  Boncour,  Young  Boncour,  Mifs,  ^c. 

Sir  Geo.  Ha,  ha,  ha  ! 

Bonc.  You  ufe  me  kindly,  brother. 

Sir  Geo.  How  would  you  have  me  ufe  you,  bro- 
ther ?  you  muft  excufe  me  if  I  don't  follow  your  ex- 
ample :  you  fee  an  inftance  now,  that  by  humouring 
thefe  good  people,  1  hav?  gain'd  their  afFeclions,  I 
mean  their  thanks  j  afFeclions,  indeed,  they  have 
none,  but  for  themfelves  j  but  had  I  taken  your 
part,  and  fpoken  my  real  fentiments,  I  had  puH'd 
an  old  houfe.on  my  head;  your  wife  would  have 
abus'd  me,  your  daught-er  have  hated  m.e,  and  your 
fon  have  wilh'd  to  fend  me  out  of  the  world. 

Bonc.  But  is  this  confiftent  with  your  behaviour 
this  afternoon,  when  I  receiv'd  your  letter? 

Sir  Geo.  Remember,  brother,  we  were  alone 
then ;  and  at  the  worft  I  fliould  only  have  oppos'd 
my  judgment  to  your's  ;  here  1  muft  have  encoun- 
ter'd  a  majority — a  meafure  feldom  attended  with 
iuccefs  J  well,  but  for  your  comfort,  I  have  con- 
triv'd  a  fcheme  to  difappoint  them  all  efFeftuallv. 

Bonc.  Brother,  I  thank  you  j  but  will  it  be  a 
good-natur'd  thing  to  difappoint  them,  poor  things  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Good-nature  !  damn  the  word  j  I  hate 
it : they  fay  it  is  a  word  fo  peculiar  to  our  lan- 
guage, that  it  can't  be  tranllated  into  any  other — 
Good  nature  1  \_Exeun!:, 
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ACT     IV.       SCENE     L 
Valence 'j    Houfe. 

l7::.r  VA  L  E  N  C  E  and  T-qiw-  KENNEL. 

Va  l  e  n  c  e. 

C>CNSIDERj  young  gentleman,  the  confe- 
j  qiience  of  difcbedience  to  a  father  ;  cfpecially 
to  fo  pafiionate  a  father  as  Sir  Gregory  ? 

Young  Ken.  Don't  talk  to  ine  of  fathers !  Par- 
blieu  !  it  is  fine  topfy-tiirvey  work,  to  travel  firft 
and  go  to  fchool  afterwards. 

Val.  Upon  my  word  it  would  do  fome  of  our 
young  travellers  no  harm. 

Young  Kkn.  That  I,  who  am  to  inherit  a  for- 
tune of  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  may  not  marry 
\vhom  I  pleafe,  but  muft  have  cramm'd  down  my 
throat  fome  bread  pudding  of  a  citizen's  daughter, 
or  fcrag  end  of  a  woman  of  quality  I 

Val.  You  don't  know  whom  Sir  Gregory  may 
provide  for  you. 

Young  Ken.  But  I  know  whoni  he  will  nots — 
befides,  I  fliall  provide  for  myfelf 

Val.  Confider  firfl:  the  fin  of  difobedience  j — you 
know  it  is  in  his  power  to  difinherit  you. 

Young  Ken.  No,  indeed,  don^t  I,  nor  he  nei- 
ther, that's  better  : — plague  !  if  he  could  do  that, 
I  believe  I  fhould  be  a  little  civiller  to  him — no,  no, 
that's  out  of  his  power,  1  afiure  you  j  my  tutor  lei 
me  into  that  fecret  a  great  while  ago. 

Enter  Mijs  VALENCE. 

Val.  Oh,  here  coines  my  daughter  according  to 
rr.y  orders; — now  if  he  had  net  u.;jluckily  feen  this 

yench'ac  the  play \Jlfide. 

Miss 
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Miss  Val.  Did  you  fend  for  mc.  Sir  ? 

Val.  I  lend  for  you  !   no  ;   but  come  hither. 

Young  Ken.  Ha  !  parblieu  !  'tis  fhe — 'tis  the 
very  fanne. 

Miss  Val.  What  coxcomb  is  this  ?  [/Ifide, 

Young  Ken.  This  is  the  moft  lucky  adventure 
that  hath  happened  in  all  my  travels. 

Val.  You  ilare  at  my  daughter  as  if  you  had 
feen  her  before, 

Young  Ken.  As  certain  as  I  have  feen  the  king 
of  France; — bur,  Sir,  is  this  lady  your  daughter  ? 

Val.   She  is,  Sir;  I  have  only  one  other  child. 

Young  Ken.  Then  I  believe.  Sir,  you  are  fa- 
ther to  an  angel  ;  you  know,  Sir,  I  told  you  1  fa';/  a 
lady  at  the  play,  arid  for  whom  I  would  be  dif- 
obedient  to  ail  the  fathers  in  the  univerfe. 

Val.   I  proteft.  Sir,  you  furprife  me. ■ 

Miss  Val.  Sir,   may  1  go  ? 

Val.  Aye,  aye,  child; — go — go.  [Exit  Mifs  Val. 

Young  Ken.  Sir — madam,  can  you  be  io  bar- 
barous ? 

Val.  Sir  Gregory  will  be  back  in  a  minute,  I 
would  not  have  him  know  any  thing  of  this  for  the 
world,  he  would  run  me  through  the  body,  tho'  I 
am  innocent. 

Young  Ken.  Never  fear  him,  I  will  defend  yofa. 
Let  me  fee  her  once  more. 

Val.  You  flTall  fee  her  again;  but  have  patience, 
if  you  will  get  your  father  away,  and  return  backv 
by  yourfelf,  you  fhall  fee  her  once  to  take  your  leave 
of  her,  for  you  muft  not  difobey  your  father;  buc 
are  you  certain  he  can't  difinherit  you  ?  that  is,  that 
he  is  only  tenant  for  life  ? 

Young  Ken.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  tenant 
for  life  or  for  di^ath  ;  but  I  know  that  my  tutor,  and 
feveral  lawyers  too,  luve  told  me  he  could  not  keep 
me  out  of  one  acre. 

Val.  But  you  are  fure  you  had  it  from  good  lav/- 
yers  ? 

Young 
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Young  Ken.  Aye,  as  any  in  the  kingdom. 

Val.  Well,  I  am  glad  of  it;  'tis  a  terrible  thing 
for  a  man  to  difinheric  his  children  ; — don't  be  un- 
dutiful,  unlefs  you  can't  help  it,  and  if  you  can't 
help  it,  why  it  is  not  your  fault  j  but  hufli,  here's 
S.r  Gregory. 

Enter  5/r  G  R  E  G  O  R  Y. 

Sir  Greg.  "Well,  have  you  brought  him  to  it,  will 
he  be  a  good  boy^  and  marry  a  woman  of  quality, 
or  no  ? 

Val.  I  have  faid  all  that  I  can  fay,  Sir  Gregory, 
and  upon  my  word  he  is  rather  too  hard  for  me; 
I  would  have  you  confider  a  little.  Sir,  it  is  only 
^vhether  he  fhall  chufe  a  wife  for  himfelf  or  not : — 
confider.  Sir  Gregory,  he  is  to  live  with  her,  noc 
you. 

Young  Ken.  Aye,  I  am  to  live  with  her,  not 
you 

Sir  Greg.  That's  not  true,  Mr.  Valence  3 1  intend 
both  he  and  fhe  Hiall  live  with  mej  they  iLall  down 
to  Dirty  Park  next  week,  and  there  they  fhall  fe^ 
main. 

Young  Ken.  I'll  be  curs'd  tho*,  if  we  do. 

Val.  That  very  argument  makes  againfl:  you; 
for  if  he  fhou'd  have  fix'd  on  a  private  gentle- 
woman, and  that  you  don't  know  but  he  hath,  fhe 
may  go  down  to  Dirty  Park  ;  but  a  woman  of  qua- 
lity— why.  Sir  Gregory,  (he'd  fetch  Dirty  Park  up 
hither,  and  convert  a  thoufand  of  your  acres  into 
half  a  rood  in  Grofvenor-fquare. 

YouNQ  Ken.  Aye,  into  half  a  rood  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare. 

Sir  Greg.  Would  fhe  ?  let  me  fee  her  there  once, 
I'll  anfwer  for  her  j  why  Mr.  Valence,  Pll  tell  you 
what  I  did  myfelf.  I  married  this  boy's  mother  in 
this  town,  fne  was  a  woman  of  fafhion,  a  well-bred 
woman  i  tho'  I  had  but  a  fmall  fortune  with  her, 

but 
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but  twenty  thoufand  pounds. — I  married  her  for 
love;  well,  the  next  morning,  down  trundled  her 
and  I  to  Dirty  Park,  and  when  I  h'ld  htrr  there, 
ecod,  I  kept  her  there ;  and  whenever  (lie  afk'd  to 
go  to  London,  my  anfwer  was,  that  as  I  haced  the 
town  myieif,  Ine  had  better  (lay  till  flic  had  4 
daughter  old  enough  to  be  her  coaipanion. 

Val.  But  flie  was  not  a  woman  of  quality.  Sir 
Gregory. 

Sir  Greg.  No,  n^t  quire  your  tip-top  of  all,  not 
one  of  your  dutcheffcs,  nor  your  countefTes,  but  her 
father  was  a  fquire,  and  that's  quality  enough. 

Val.  Now  you  talk  like  a  reafonable  man. 

Young  Ken.  Aye,  faith,  that's  fomething  like  * 
chrifiian. 

Sir  Greg.  Why,  you  rogue,  do  you  make  a  hea- 
then of  me  ?  why,  did  I  ever  talk  otherwiic  ? 

Val.  Nay,  do  not  be  captious.  Sir  Gregory. 

Sir  G^^eq.  C.^ptiou.  '  ha,  ha,  ha!  why,  do  yoi4 
think  1  am  angry  v;ith  the  boy  for  his  wit?  no,  no, 
let  him  be  as  Iharp  as  he  will,  I  always  encourage 
his  wit,  that  is  the  cl^ief  thing  he  learnt  in  his  tra-^ 
yels. 

Enter  SERVANT. 

Serv.  Sir  George  Boncour,  Sir — 

Sir  Greg.  But,  come  Mr.  Valence,  let's  go  and 
crack  one  bottle  together. 

Val.  Shew  him  up.  (Exit  Servant.)  Excufe  me. 
Sir  Gregory,  I  have  bufinefs. 

Sir  Greg.  Well,  come  Greg,  you  fhan't  flinch — 
ah,  Mr.  Valence,  I  allure  you  the  rogue  is  as  true 
an  Englilhman  at  his  glafs  as  ever.  \_Exit, 

Young  Ken.  I  iLail  give  hi  mi  the  flip,  and  be 
back  again  as  foon  as  1  can. 

Sir  Greg,  (within.)  Why  Greg  ! Greg  ! — ^ — 

Young  Ken.  Coming  !  Pardie  !  he  hollovi'-s  at 
me  as  if  I  was  a  whipper-in.  [Exit, 

Val.  This  was  beyond  my  hope,  beyond  my  ex- 

pcclation  ; 
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pe(5lation  j  I  defpair  not  of  Sir  Gregory's  confent — 
but  if  not,  as  long  as  he  can't  cut  off  the  entail — 

Enter  Sir  GEORGE  BONCOUR. 

Sir  Geo.  Your  fervant,  Mr.  Valence, 

Val.  Mofl:  noble  Sir  George,  I  have  not  had  the 
honour  of  feeing  you  a  great  while.  I  fuppofe  he 
is  come  to  make  up  the  match^  but  'tis  too  late. 

iAfide. 

Str  Geo.  I  am  forry,  Sir,  for  the  occafion  of 
waiting  on  you  now,  and  fo  will  you  too  j  I  know 
you  will  :  tho'  perhaps,  it  will  give  you  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exerting  your  friendfhip  j  that  may  be 
fome  alleviation  j  in  lliort,  may  brother  is  undone. 

Val.  How  ! 

Sir  Geo.  Unlefs  one  can  raife  ten  thoufand  pounds 
"within  an  hour,  an  execution  will  be  in  his  houfe. 

Val.  An  execution  in  his  houfe  for  ten  thoufand 
pounds  1  v/hat !  a  man  of  his  eftate  ^ 

Sir  Geo.  Eftate  !  what  eflate  could  ftand  out 
ao"ainfi:  the  prodigality  of  his  children  ?  befides,  be- 
tween vou  and  me,  with  all  his  prudence,  he  has 
been  dabbling  in  the  funds,  that  bottomlefs  pit 
that  fwallows  up  any  fortune.  Eflate  ! — ah,  all 
morto-aged,  all  eat  out  ;  it  matters  not  to  tell  it, 
for  within  thtrfe  two  days  the  whole  town  mufl  know 
he  is  not  v;orth  a  groat. 

Val.  I  am  very  forry  for  it,  upon  my  word ;  I  am 
fbock'd  to  the  laft  degree;  poor  gentleman!  my 
neio"hbour,   my  acquaintance,  my  friend  ! 

Sir  Geo.  Do  not  let  it  move  you   too  much. 

Val.  Vv  hy  do  you  afk  impoITibilities  ?  do  yon 
think  me  more  than  man,  or  that  my  heart  is  ftone? 
is  flint?  Oh,  my  good  Sir  George,  you  know  not 
how  tenderly  I  feel  the  misfortunes  of  others — of 
my  friends  especially,  and  of  him  my  beft  of  friends  j 
I  am  too  tender-hearted  for  a  man. 

Sir  GiO.  I  know  your  goodnefs,  your  cxcefTive 

goodnefs. 
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goodnefs,  and  therefore  contrary  to  t!ie  exprefs 
charge,  that  of  all  men,  you  fhould  know  nothing 
of  the  matter. 

Val.  I  am  obliged  to  him — I  know  the  reafon  ot 
that,   but  I  find  you  don't.  [/IJide. 

Sir  Geo.  I  fay  contrary  to  his  exprefs  injuniflion; 
I  acquaint  you  with  hi's  misfortunes  ;  fince  I  know 
you  are  both  able  and  willing  to  fave  him  from  dif- 
grace;  a  mere  trifle  will  do  it,  tho'  nothing  but 
money  will  do. 

Val.  Money!  why  does  not  he  fell  ?  why  does 
he  not  mortgage  ?  there  is  an  eftate  of  his  con- 
tiguous to  mine,  I  have  a  value  for  it,  as  it  is  his; 
and  rather  than  it  (hall  go  to  a  ftranger,  I  will  bor- 
row the  money  to  purchafc  it — men  in  diitrefs  al- 
ways fell  pennyworths.  \Afuie, 

Sir  Geo.  Damn'd  rafcal  !  (Afide.)  Well,  I'll  tell 
him  what  you  fay. 

Val.  Pray  do. — Your  humble  fervant,  and  pray 
if  that  eftate  be  fold,  let  me  have  the  rcfufal  of  it. 
{Exit  Sir  Geo.)  Mercy  on  me  !  where  can  one  find 
an  honeft  man  ?  that  ever  he  fhould  lay  fuch  a  plot 
of  intermarriage  between  our  families,  wh-en  he 
knew  himfelf  undone  !  how  wary  ought  a  man  to 
be  in  each  moment  of  his  life,  when  every  fool  is 
a  politician,  and  capable  of  laying  fchcmes  to  attack 
him. 

Enter  2^oung  VALENCE. 

Young  Val.  O,  Sir,  I  have  news  whijli  I  am 
fure  will  pleafe  you  !  Mr.  Boncour  hath  confentcd 
to  your  terms,  fo  there  is  now  no  impediment  to  the 
union  of  our  families. 

Val..  Indeed,  there  is  an  impediment  which  wili 
be  never  got  over ;  in  fliort,  I  have  news  for  you, 
which  I  am  afraid  Vv'ill  not  pleafe  you.  Mr.  Bon.- 
cour  is  undone. 

Young  Val.  Undone,  Sir  1 


Val.  Not  wordi  a  groat. 


Youn^g 
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Young  Val.  Hov/  !   is  it  pofTi'ole  ? 

Val.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  don't  know  by  what  meanS 
men  ruin  themiclves  j  we  fee  men's  fortunes  ruin'd, 
and  others  made  every  day,  no  one  knows  how  j  ic 
is  fufficient,  I  am  certain  that  it  is  fo  ;  and  I  expeft 
you  will  have  no  more  thought  of  his  daughter.     " 

Young  Val.  Truly,  Sir,  I  am  not  very  ambitious 
of  marrying  a  beggar. 

Val.  You  have  none  of  my  blood  in  you  if  you 
are  j  and,  take  my  word  for  it,  there  are  in  mar- 
riage many  comfortable  hours  v^hen  a  man  wants 
not  ihe  alliftance  of  beggary  to  make  him  hang 
himfelf. 

Young  Val.  Sir,  it  was  in  obedience  to  your 
commands,  that  1  thought  of  the  match  at  ail. 

Val.  And  it  is,  Sir,  in  obedience  to  my  com- 
mands, that  1  expect  you  to  break  it  off. 

Young  Val.   1  hope  you'll  give  me  leave  to  do 
<Ait  with  civility. 

Val.  O  1  with  as  much  civility  as  you  pleafe.  Sir, 
when  you  are  oblig'd  by  prudence  to  do  what  the 
world  call  an  ill  thing,  always  do  it  with  civility. 

Young  Val.  Sir,  I  fliall  obey  you  in  all  things. 

Val.  Send  your  fifter  to  me  in  my  clofet,  I 
mud  p-ive  her  a  leflbn  of  the  fame  kind. 

Young  Val.  She  will,  I  am  confident,  receive  it 
with  the  fame  regard.  \^Exit  jVang  Valence. 

Val.  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  it  j  thanks  to  my 
feverity,  for  by  continually  thwarting  my  children's 
defires,  I  made  their  inclinations  fo  ufelefs  to  them, 
that  at  length  they  feem'd  to  have  none  at  all,  but 
to  be  entirely  guided  by  my  will.  Severity  i?,  in 
in  fhort,  the  whole  duty  of  a  parent.  [Ex!£^ 

SCENE    II.      BoNcouR'j  Houfe, 

Enter  i''oung  BONCOUR,  and  Mifs  BONCOUR. 

Miss  Bono,  La,  brother,  you  are  always  teizing 
me  with  your  odious  queftions  :  what  condition   is 

my 
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mj  heart  in  ?  what  condition  is  your  own  in  ? 
we  feem  to  be  pretty  much  in  the  lame  circum- 
Itances. 

Young  Bonc.  I  confefs,  and  glory  in  it.  I  won- 
der why  the  devil  women  fliould  have  more  referve 
than  men. 

Miss  Bono.  O,  don't  be  angry  with  us  on  that 
account  j  we  have  not  a  bit  more  than  is  ufeful  to 
us  J  and  really  it  feems  well  enough  con'triv'd  to 
keep  your  whimfical  affe6lions  alive,  which  feldom 
purfue  us  longer  than  you  have  difficulties  thrown  in 
your  way. 

Young  Bong.  As  you  have  had  no  experience, 
filter,  you  muft  have  heard  this  from  others  ;  and, 
believe  me,  child,  they  told  thee  thofe  frightful  (lories^ 
and  made  bugbears  of  men  merely  to  deter  rhee  from 
marrying,  that's  all  :  they  only  frighcen  thee,  as 
they  do  children,  with  apparitions. 

Miss  Bong.  It  is  prepofterous  tho'  to  frighten  us, 
in  order  to  make  us  defire  to  lie  alone. 

Young  Bong.  Vv'^ell,  you  don't  know  but  I  am  an 
exception  to  your  firfl  rule,  if  it  be  general.  (Mifs 
^oncour  Jighs)  why  that  figh  ? 

Miss  Bong,  I  wi(h  there  may  be  another. 

Young  Bono.  I  am  convinc'd  you  will  find  an- 
other in  my  friend  Valence. 

Miss  BoNc.  It  is  my  intereft  to  hope  fo,  frnce 
you  have  contriv'd  among  you  to  marry  me  to  him. 

Young  Bono.  All  compliance!  you  have  no  af- 
feftion  for  him,  then  ? 

Miss  Bono.  Shall  I  tell  you  the  truth,  brother  ? 

Young  Bong.  I  would  not  put  you  to  too  v.oient 
pain,  fifberj  but  if,  without  great  danger  of  your 
life,  it  might  come  out— 

Miss  Bong.  Why,  then  I  do  love  him,  and  fliali 
love  him  to  all  eternity. 
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Enicr   SERVANT. 

Servant.  Madam,  Mr.  Valence  to  wait  on  you. 

Miss  Bonc.  Shew  him  into  the  parlour.  Til  comd 
to  him.  C^a// Servant  )  Brother,  you  will  keep  my 
iecret  J  at  lead,  don't  tell  him  'till  a  day  or  two  after 
I  am  married,  and  perhaps  1  may  be  beforehand 
■with  you,  \_Exit  Mifs  Boncour. 

Young  Bonc.  Gtt  you  gone  for  a  good  natur'dl 
girl :  he  is  a  r^fcal  who  would  not  make  you  happy, 
and  be  fo  himfelf  witii  you. 

(Re-enter  Servant  'u.^ith  a,  Letter.) 

Servant.  Mr.  Valence's  man.  Sir,  delivered  me 
this.  S^Exit  Servant. 

Young  Bono.  Ha  !  I  know  the  dear  hand. — 
(Reads.)  Sir,  1  am  forry  to  inform  you,  that  I  have 
this  moment  orders  from  my  father  to— — Ha  !  con- 

fufion  ! to  fee  you  no  more  :  you  will  beft  know 

on  this  occafion  how  to  adt,  for  the  fake  of  your  un- 
happy Sophia  Valence  1  my  blood  runs  cold  i  I'll  fly 
to  her  and  know  the  reafon  of  this  change  of  my 
fortune — poor  girl,  fhe  wants  a  comforter  as  much 
as  myfelf.  [£.v//. 

SCENE  III.    Another  Apartnieiit  in  Boncour  V 
liou[e. 

Enter  Tooting  VALE  N  C  E  and  Mfs  BONCOUR, 

Young  Val.  How  fudden  are  the  changes  in  thi^ 
world,  how  vain  our  purfuits  !  an  hour  ago  I  v/as 
the  happiefl;  of  mankind,  and  arn  now  the  moil 
miferable. 

Miss  Bonc.  This  is  nothing  but  fome  fcruple 
n-arted  between  the  old  gentlemen,  which  will  be 
fettled  again  :  this  be  aflur'd  of,  while  your  happi- 
nefs  is  in  my  power,  you  fhall  never  be  miferable. 

Young  Val.  Yet  confider,  madam,  confider  my 
condition  i  I,  who,  if  I  was  pofltlt  of  all  my  father's 

forturwr. 
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fortune,  fliould  be  an  unworthy  offering  to  your 
beauty  :  with  what  alRirance  can  I  throw  a  difin- 
herited  Ton  at  your  feet  ? 

Miss  Bonc.  Fathers  often  threaten  what  they 
never  perform  :  but  let  your's  be  ever  fo  obftinate, 
I  know  my  father's  good  nature  to  be  fuch,  that  he 
will  fettle  a  fortune  on  us  that  will  enable  us  to  live 
at  our  eafe,  if  not  in  fplendour. 

Young  Val.  O  !  my  dearell  love,  I  fear  there 
are  no  hopes  from  that  quarter  ^  for  the  reafon  of 
my  father's  breaking  off  the  match,  was  an  account 
he  juft  receiv'd  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
your  father  is  irretrievably  ruin'd,  and  is  not  now 
worth  a  (hilling  in  the  world. 

Miss  Bono.   Good  heavens  1   what  do  I  hear  ? 

Young  Val.  'Tis  but  too  true;  and  'tis  with  the 
utmoft  relucflance  I  come  the  fiital  melTenger  of  fuch 
unwelcome  tidings!  oh,  that  I  were  now  but  malter 
of  the  fortune  I  am  entitled  to,  that  I  might  prove 
the  fincerity  of  my  paflion  -,  that  I  might  fhew  my 
fole  objedt  was  the  polTefiion  of  your  lovely  felf, 
without  any  fordid  views  of  fortune. 

Miss  Bong.  Then  all  the  flattering  profpe6l  of 
happinefs  I  had  before  me  is  vaniili'd  in  an  inftant. 

Young  Val.  Why  fo,  my  angel,  if  the  change 
of  fortune  makes  no  change  in  our  love,  we  may 
ftill  be  happy. 

Miss  Bong.  Happy!  what  by  indulging  a  hopelefs 
paflion ! 

Young  Val.  Why  hopelefs  ?  it  is  in  our  power 
inft:antly  to  realize  its  joys — curfe  on  all  thofe  who 
confpir'd  to  fetter  love  with  any  chains  to  make  it 
fubfervient  to  the  gain  of  lawyers  and  priefl:s  j  cannot 
we  trufl:  to  the  ties  of  nature,  and  our  own  aff^ec- 
tions  ?  Is  not  this  dear  hand  fecurity  enough  for 
your  heart,  without  a  more  formal  union  ?  O,  melt- 
ing foftnefs.  Ha!  by  my  hopes  fhe  diflTolves — I'll 
carry  her  now  (/IJide),  O  my  paradife,  this  hour, 
this  minute,  this  i<j)liant • 

Vol.  IV.  F  Miss 
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Miss  Bonc,  What  do  you  mean  ? 

Young  Val.  Need  I  tell  you  my  meaning?  05" 
can  words  c  o  it  ?  O  no,  my  foul,  my  angel ! 

Miss  Bonc.  Sure  I  am  in  a  dream  !  pray  who  are 
you,  Sir  ? 

YouMG  Val.  You  are  in  a  dream,  indeed  j-  do  noc 
you  know  your  Valence  ? 

Miss  Bonc.  My  Valence  !'  no,  he  never  would 
ufe  me  thus. 

Young  Val.  Does  the  excefs  of  my  pafilon  of- 
fend you,  which,  inflamed  by  difappointir^ent,  will* 
admit  of  no  delay  ?  I  here  plight  my  folemn  vow, 
and  call  heaven  to  witnefs  that  you  are  my  wife^^ 
and  at  my  father's  death  — 

Miss  Bonc;  Be  gone,  villain,  and  never  fee  me 
more.  [£x//. 

Young  Val.  This  I  might  expeft  on  the  firft 
proposal  i  but  her  diftrefs  and  my  perfeverance  muft: 
in  time  prevail,  [ExiU 

•  SCENE  IV.  Another  Afartniitnt  in  Bongour'.? 

Houfe. 

'Enter  BONCOUR  and  Sir  GEORGE. 

Sir  Geo.  Your  ruin  will  go  round  the  town  be- 
fore night }  by  fix  all  the  good  women  will  order 
their  horfcs  to  blame  your  conduct,  and  pity  your 
family  in  every  afferably  and  private  company  they 
meet  with. 

Bonc.  So,  you  think  I  fiiall  have  no  more  diffi- 
culty to  prevent  the  match. 

Sir  Geo.  I  do,  indeed,  and  hope  you  will  reap 
more  advantage  than  that  from  it. 

Bonc.  What,  pray  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Be  cur'd  of  your  diftemper — your  good 
nature.  Have  you  not  oblig'd  almoft  every  one  of 
your  acquaintance^  Have  you  not  lent  money  with- 
out fecurity  ?  Have  you  not  always  been  inclin'd  to 
fpeak  well  of  mankind,  and  blam'd  nothing  but  the 
ux)ft  notorious  villany  I    Have  not  your  doors  been 
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open  as  thofe  of  an  hofpital,  to  the  fuftenance  of  the 
poor  ?  naVj  have  you  not  taken  them  from  a  prifon, 
and  brought  them  to  your  table  ?  Are  there  not  many 
rich  mer*  who  owe  the  original  of  their  wealth  to 
your  bounty  ?  and  yet,  if  after  all  that  you  have 
done,  fhould  you  not  be  able  to  borrow  five  pounds 
in  the  town,  v/ould  it  not  cure  you  ? 

Bono.  Why  fliould  I  be  ferry  that  I  have  been 
good,  becaufe  others  are  evil  !  if  I  have  a(5ted  right, 
I  have  done  we!],  tho' alone  j  if  wrong,  the  fane- 
tion  of  all  mankind  would  notjuftify  my  conduft. 

Sir  Geo.  I  tell  you,  Sir,  you  have  not  acted  right: 
you  have  ailed  very  wrong  in  doing  kindnefs  to  a 
parcel  of  rogues  and  rafcals,  who  with  the  tenth 
part  of  your  underftanding  have  call'd  you  fool  for 
ferving  them;  have  privately  laugh'd  at  you  in  your 
profperity,  and  will  publickly  defpife  you  in  your 
adverfity — a  good-natur'd  man  1  O  !  'tis  a  precious 
charadter. 

Bono.  Ha,  ha,  ha  1  brother,  you  yourfelf  arc  a 
good-natur'd  man,  and  don't  know  it. 

Sir  Geo.  Why,  truly,  I  have  been  guilty  of  fome 
infirmities  of  that  kind,  for  which  I  am  heartily 
forry  ;  I  have  told  a  man  he  deferv'd  to  be  hanged, 
when  he  ought  to  have  been  broke  on  the  wheel  5 
and  fometimes  I  pay  my  tradefmen's  bills  in  half  a 
year  without  deduction,  when  the  rafcals  would  gain 
three  per  cent,  if  I  paid  them  in  a  twelvemonth  : 
I  have  refus'd  going  to  law  with  a  man  for  a  debt, 
only  becaufe  I  knew  he  could  not  pay  the  charges : 
I  have  (haken  a  rogue  by  the  hand,  only  becaufe  it 
was  the  falhion  -,  and  have  expreflcd  abundance  of 
forrow  for  the  misfortunes  of  my  acquaintance, 
when  they  have  not  given  me  the  lead  uneafinefs, 
yes,  I  think,  in  the  main,  I  am  too  good-natur'd, 
truly. 

BoNC.  Well,  Sir  George,  let  the  cffedls  this  fcheme 
of  your's  produces  upon  my  children,  be  the  tell  of 
our  principles. 

Sir  Geo.  Content. 

F  2  ^nter 
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Enter  Toung  BONCOUR. 

YoiiNG  BoNC.  Mv  father!  oh,  Sir,  I  have  heard 
fuch  news  !  heaven  forbid  there  Ibould  be  the  kali 
fhadovv  or  colour  of  truth  in  it, 

Si;<  Geo.  Why,  fure,  Sir,  it  can't  furprize  you 
to  hear  your  father  is  ruin'd,  when  you  have  been 
endeavouring  by  a  long  courfe  of  extravagance  to 
bring  it  about ! 

YcuNG  Boxc.  Sir,  I  can  ill  bear  jefting  on  this 
fubjecfc  :  if  the  indulgence  of  my  father  has  allowed 
the  inadvertency  cf  my  youth  to  bring  this  misfor- 
tune on  him,  the  agonies  of  all  my  future  days  wili 
not  fufficiently  punifh  me  for  it. 

Bong.  Do  you  hear  that,  brother? 

Sir  Geo.  I  would  not  have  you  take  it  fo  much  to 
heart  neither,  fince  your  own  ruin  will  nor  be  abfo- 
lutely  included  in  your  father's  ;  you  have  a  certain 
reverfion  of  the  eftate,  by  the  marriage  fettlemenc, 
upon  which  you  may  ftill  raife  money  for  your  own 
fubfiftence  j  and  I  do  not  fuppofe  you  mad  enoug'i 
to  give  up  your  right  to  that,  in  order  to  enable 
your  father  to  preferve  himfelf,  by  cutting  off  the 
entail. 

Young  BoNCr  How  1  is  it  in  my  pov/er  to  preferve 
him  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Yes,  in  that  way  you  may,  but  in  no 
other. 

Young  Bong.  Send  for  a  lawyer  this  moment: 
let  him  point  out  the  method  :  if  there  were  no 
ether  way  my  blood  (hould  fign  the  deed.  O,  my 
father,  believe  me,  I  am  bleft  to  give  you  this 
trifling  inftance  of  my  duty,  of  my  aftcftion  ! 

BoNC.  My  child  !  O,  brother,  I  can  fcarce  fup- 
port  it. 

Young  Bong.  I'll  this  inftant  to  my  lawyer;  I 
2m  impatient  till  it  be  done ;  juftice,  gratitude,  duty, 
to  the  beft  of  fathers,  will  not  let  me  reft  till  it  is  ac- 
complifh'd.  [Exit, 

BoNC, 
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"BoNC.  Well,  Sir  George,  what  think  you  now  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Think!  why  I  think  he  has  fmclt  out 
the  trick,  and  has  artfully  contriv'd  this  cheap 
method  of  appearing  meritorious  in  your  eyes. 

BoNC.  Oh,  brother,  that  is  too  fevere  a  cenfure  ; 
the  feeling  that  he  fhewed,  the  warmth,  the  earnePc- 
nefs  with  which  he  exprefibd  himfelf,  could  nevsr  be 
afuimed  by  one  not  accuftomed  to  diffemble. 

Sir  Geo.  Well,  if  that  be  the  cafe,  all  I  can  fay 
is,  that  you  have  damn'd  good  luck  in  having  a  fon 
\vhofe  natural  difpofition  was  fo  good,  that  all  the 
pains  you  have  taken,  have  not  been  able  to  fpoil 
him  entirely 4  but  who  have  we  here  ? 

Enter  Sir   GREGORY. 

Sir  Greg.  (entsri?ig.^  Plhaw  !  at  home  indeed  ! 
plague  on  thee,  doft  think  1  want  to  afk  whether  a 
man's  at  home  when  I  fee  him  at  the  window? 
neighbour  Boncour,  how  fares  it? — what, Sir  George! 

BoNC,  Is  it  pofiible  1  Sir  Gregory -Kennel  in  town. 

Sir  Greg.  Thatqueftion  hath  been  ailc'd  by  every 
one  I  have  feen  fince  1  have  been  here  :  why  fhould 
it  not  be  as  poITible  for  us  country  gentlemen  to 
come  to  town  J  as  for  you  town  gentlemen  to  come 
into  the  country  ?  I  don't  know  whether  you  are  glad 
to  fee  us  here,  but  we  fho'jld  be  glad  ts  fee  fume  of 
you  there  a  little  oft'ner. 

Bono.  I  hope  you  lef:  all  well  there.  Sir  Gregory  ? 

Sir  Greg.  Yes  ;  I  left  the  tenants  very  well  j 
and  they  give  their  humble  fervice  to  you,  and 
would  be  very  glad  of  your  company  to  fpsnd  a 
little  of  your  money  amongft  them. 

BoNC.  But  how  does  your  family,  Sir  Gregory  r 
how  does  my  godfon  do  ? 

Sir  Greg.  Why,  the  'fqulre  is  very  v/ell  i  I  was 
bringing  him  to  fee  you ;  but  I  taught  un  to  travel, 
I  think,  and  fo  ecod,  at  the  corner  of  one  of  the 
ilreets,  he  traveil'd  off,  and  lef:  me  in  c!;.e  lurch ;S 
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you  have  no  need  to  be  afham'd  of  your  godfon,  I 
can  tell  you  ;  he  is  a  fine  gentleman  :  I  fuppofe  you 
have  heard  that  he  has  nciade  the  tour  of  Europe,  as 
he  calls  it. 

Bono.   Not  I,  truly. 

Sir  Greg.  But,  pray.  Sir  George,  what  do  you 
think  is  my  bufinefs  in  town  ? 

Sir  Geo.  Faith,  I  can't  tell To  fell  oxen,    I 

fuppofe. 

Sir  Greg.  Noi  not  that  entirely;  though  I  have 
fome  cattle  with  me  too. — Pray  guefs  again. 

Sir  Geo.  To  fee  my  Lord  Mayor's  fliow,  perhaps. 

Sir  Greg.  No,  no  ;  I  don't  love  fhows.  Well 
then,  finceyou  can't  tell,  I'll  tell  you  i  to  get  a  good 
wife  for  my  fon  ;  for  though  the  boy  hath  feen  all 
Europe,  till  a  man  hath  married  his  fon,  he  han't 
difcharged  his  duty — then  he  hath  done  all  in  his 
power. 

Sir  Geo.  Aye,  aye,  his  wife  will  do  the  rell. 

Enter   Mifs  BONCOUR. 

Miss  Bono.  Sir,  when  you  are  at  leifure,  I  Ihall 
be  happy  to  fpeak  with  you. 

Bong.  Prefently,  my  dear.-— Sir  Gregory  Kennel— 
a  very  old  friend  of  mine. — My  daughter.  Sir  Gre- 
gory. 

Sir  Greg.  A  brave  lafs,  faith!  by  your  leave, 
madam,  why  that's  well  ;  you  are  in  the  right  not 
to  be  fhy  to  me,  for  I  have  had  you  in  my  arms  be- 
fore now. 

BoNc.  And  her  brother  too,  Sir  Gregory. 

Sir  Greg.  Aye,  fo  I  have,  and  truly  for  the 
matter  v/e  were  talking  of,  fince  I  fee  what  I  fee, 
I  don't  care  forgoing  any  farther;  what  fay  you, 
neighbour  Boncour,  you  know  my  ertate,  and  1  know 
your's,  you  havedeen  my  fon,  and  I  fee  your  daugh- 
ter ;    what  fay  you  to   a  match  between  them  ? 

Bono.  My  daughter.  Sir  Gregory,  will  be  the 
propereft  perfon  to  afk. 
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Sir  GiiEG.  Not  at  all  j  what  fignities  afking  a 
perfon  a  queilion,  when  you  know  before- hand 
what    will    be    the   anfwer  ?     efpecially    when    you 

know  that  anfwer  to  be  a  falfeone No,   no,   the 

boy  fhall  afk  her,  and  then  they  will  lic^o  one  an- 
•other  J  for  if  fhe  fwears  (he  does  not  love  hiai,  hc'il 
fwear  he'll  love  her  for  ever,  and  that  is  as  good  a  one, 

BoNc.  Sir  Gregory,  lam  fenfible  of  the  honour 
•you  propofe  me,  but  fhall  neither  force  nor  oppofe 
her  inclination. 

Miss  Bono.  I  find  he  hath  not  heard  our  ftory. 

Sir  Greg.  Well,  my  little  Gilliflower,  fince  I  am 
to  afk  thee,  what  would  it  fay  to  a  hearty,  healthy, 
good-humour'd  young  dog,  that  would  love  thee  till 
thy  heart  ached. 

Miss  Bong.  Sir^  i  don't  underfband  you. 

Sir  Greg.  O  lud,  there  is  a ■ 

Miss  Bono.  Hold,  Sir,  no  rudenefs  j  when  I  am 
properly  afl-c'd,  I  fhall  know  hov/  to  anfwer.      \_Extt, 

Sir  Greg.  That  is,  when  flie  is  afl-c'd  by  the 
young  fellow;  that  I,  fuppofc,  is  proper  afl<.'d. 

Sir  Geo.  'Tis  an  alliance  on  no  account  to  be 
loft — —well.  Sir  Gregory,  i  hope  my  niece  gave 
you  a  fatisfa6lory  anfwer. 

Sir  Gf<EG.  The  fame  anfwer  thnt  a  lawyer  or 
phyfician  could  give  who  were  attack'd  without  a  fee. 

Sir  Geo.  What's  that? 

Sir  Greg.  That  they  were  not  properly  aflc'd  5 
but  here  will  be  the  proper  perfon  himfelf  prefently ; 
he  who  knows  where  to  find  me. 

Bong.  In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Gregory,  what  fay 
you  to  a  bottle  of  Burgundy  ? 

Sir  Greg.  I  fhall  like  a  bottle  of  any  thing  very 
well,  for  I  have  not  drank  a  fingle  drop  this  whole 
hour. 

Bono.  I  am  ready  to  wait  on  you. 

Sir  Greg.  Wait  on  me  \  prithee  get  out  and 
fliew  me  the  way  ^  a  plague  of  ceremony.    [Examt, 

F4 
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ACTV.         SCENE     I. 

SCENE,  A  Room  in  Valence'j  Houfe. 
Enter  Young  BONCOUR  and  Mifs  VALENCE, 

Miss  Valence. 

AND  fo  you  have  promifed  to  refign  your  nght 
of  inheritance  in  the  eftate  to  your  father? 

Young  Bonc.  I  have,  madam. 

Miss  Val.  Then  you  have  done  like  a  fool ;  and 
deferve  to  be  pointed  at  as  fuch. 

Young  Bonc.  How,  madam  ?  would  you  have  mc 
infenfibly  and  quietly  fit  down,  and  fee  my  father 
ruin'd  ? 

Miss  Y At,  Aye,  fifty  fathers,  rather  than  part 
with  m.y  profped  of  a  fortune. 

Young  Bonc.  Does  this  agree  with  thofe  pro- 
feffions  of  filial  duty  I  have  heard  from  Mifs  Va- 
lence ? 

Miss  Val.  Profefs'd  !  ha,  ha,  ha  !  to  my  fa- 
ther! when  I  never  dar'd  to  do  otherwife.  I  may 
rather  fay,  this  foolifh  generofity  is  little  of  a  piece 
with  your  frequent  profefiions  of  difobedience. 

Young  Bonc.  Well,  no  more  of  this,  dear  Sophia. 
Tell  me  when  you  v/ill  make  me  happy  ? 

Miss  Val.  1  don't  know  what  you  mean-*- 

Young  Bonc.    How  1 

Miss  Val.  Sure,  you  can't  imagine,  when  you 
parted  with  the  right  of  your  eftate,  but  that  you 
parted  with  your  right  to  your  miftrefs.  Do  ymi 
think  I  would  do  fo  imprudent  a  thing  as  marry  a 
beggar  ? 

Young  Bonc  Did  you  not  tell  me  to-day,  nay, 
fcarce  an  hour  ago,  that  neither  the  misfortunes  of 

my 
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my  father,  nor  the  commands  of  your  own,  fliould 
prevent  our  happinefs  ? 

Miss  Val.  Nor  do  they.  'Tis  your  own  folly 
you  are  to  thank  -,  a  folly,  which  had  you  lov'd  me, 

you  could  not  have  been  guilty  of ^-Befides,  1  did 

not  know  then,  that  1  had  a  lover  at  my  command. 

Young  Bong.  Sure  my  eyes  or  my  ears  deceive 
me !  thefe  words  cannot  come  from  the  generous 
Mifs  Valence. 

Miss  Val.  [ndeed,  I  am  as  generous  as  a  prudent 
woman  ought  to  be,  or  ever  will  bej  I  hope  you  do 
not  expe6t  me  to  have  the  romantic  ideas  of  a  girl  of 
fifteen,  to  dream  of  woods  and  defarts  j  you  would  not 
have  me  live  in  a  cottage  on  love. 

Young  Bong.  I  find  I  have  been  in  an  error, 
the  groflefl.,  v/ildefl,  and  moH:  mondrous  of  errors  ; 
I  have  thought  a  woman  faiLhful,jufr,and  generous.— 

Miss  Val.  Why,  truly,  that  is  a  milrake,  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  in  fo  great  a  man;  but  if  you 
have  any  thing  of  importance,  I  beg  you  would  Com- 
municate if,  for  my  mantua-maker  waits  for  me  in 
the  next  room,  and  I  exped  a  lady  every  moment,  to 
carry  me  into  the  city,  where  I  am  to  give  her  my 
judgment  on  a  fan  mount.  So,  Mr.  Boncour,  you 
will  excufe  me  at  prefent,  and  do  me  the  favour  to 
give  my  compliments  to  your  filler.  \^Exii  Mifs  Val. 
unlefs  his  friend  refented  it  properly,  he  would  never 
execute  another  warrant  in   his  company  ;    that  he 

Young  Bong.  \_Siands  fometime  Jilent.']  I  have 
been  deceiv'd  with  a  vengeance  1  Thou  art  indeed 
another  creature  than  the  objecfl:  of  my  affection  was; 
where  is  (he  then  ?  why  no  where.  This  is  the  real 
creature,  and  the  objeci  of  my  love  was  the  phantom. 
Vanifh  then,  my  love,  with  that,  for  how  can  a 
building  Hand,  when  the  foundation  is  gone  ? 

\^Exit  T'oimg  Boncour. 

SCENE 
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SCENE    II. 

Enter  Toung  VALENCE,  and  Mifs  VALENCE 
(laughing). 

Miss  Valence. 

Miss  Val.  I  affure  you,  brother,  I  take  it  ill  of 
you  to  overhear  my  privacies. 

Young  Val,  Nay,  never  be  afham'd  of  your 
merit.  I  fliall  efteem  you  always  for  your  refolu- 
tion,  I  own  I  fcarce  belicv'd  any  woman  could  fo 
eafily  have  refign'd  her  lover. 

Miss  Val.  O,  'tis  a  terrible  thing  for  a  woman 
to  refign  her  lover,  when  fhe  is  under  fifteen,  or 
above  fifty  ;  that  is,  for  a  girl  to  part  with  what  fhe 
calls  her  firfl:  love,  or  an  old  woman  with  what  fhe 
fears  will  be  her  lafl.  But  at  one  and  twenty,  when 
one  has  feen  a  little  of  the  world,  the  changing  of 
one  lover  for  another,  is  as  eafy  as  changing  one's 
cloaths. 

Young  Val.  Well,  fince  you  are  fo  frank  with 
rne,  I'll  be  as  communicative  with  you.  My  paf- 
fion  for  Mifs  Boncour  is  a  little  m.ore  ungovernable^ 
than  your's  for  her  brother;  and  fince  it  is  incon- 
venient to  have  her  for  a  wife,  I  have  determined 
to  have  her  for  a  miftrefs. 

Miss  Val.  And  do  you  think  you  fliall  be  able 
to  3Ccomplifliyour  point  ? 

Young  Bong.    Yes,  and  you  will  think  fo  too,  I 

believe,  when  you  know  all In  fhort,  I  attack'd 

her  this  very  morning,  depreciated  marriage  with 
violence,  and  prefs'd  her  with  all  the  eagernefs  of  a. 
man,  whofe  appetites  were  too  impatient  to  endure 
the  tedious  ceremony  of  faying  grace  before  be  fatiC- 
fies  them. 

Miss  Val.  And  how  did  fhe  receive  you  ? 

Young  Val.  Much  better  than  I  expected.  How« 

everj^ 
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ever,  at  lad  fhe  rallied  her  fpirits,  and  with  fome 
paffion  commanded  me  to  leave  her ;  I  was  fcarce  at 
home  before  I  received  this  letter. 

Miss  Val.  Any  letter  after  fuch  a  propofal  was 
an  acceptance  of  it. 

{Reads,) 

**"  As  you  cannot  wonder  at  my  being  a  little  fur- 
**  prized  at  what  pad  this  morning  between  us,  you 
"  will  eaiily  be  able  to  account  for  my  behaviour  on 
"  that  occafion.  If  you  defire  me  to  fay  I  am  for- 
**  ry  for  fo  peremptorily  putting  an  end  to  your 
'*  vifit,  you  may  think  I  have  faid  fo.  However,  I 
*'  defire  to  fee  you  this  evening  pundually  at  eight, 
"  and  that  you  would,  if  pofTible,  avoid  being  feen 
*'  by  any  of  the  family,  but  your's." 

Young  Val.  What  arc  you  confidering  about? 

Miss  Val.  Only  whether  it  is  her  hand. 

Young  Val.    That  I  am  fure  it  is. 

Miss  Val.  Then  I  am  fure  you  have  nothing  to 
do,  but  to  keep  your  appointment. 

Enter  VALENCE  and  Toung  KENNEL. 

Val.  Since  you  are  fo  very  defirous.  Sir,  to  fee 
my  daughter,  1  don't  fee  how  I  can  refufe  the  fon  of 
my  good  friend  Sir  Gregory  -,  refufing  indeed  is  not 
my  talent — I  own  I  cannot  guefs  what  earneft  buiinefs 
you  can  have  with  her. 

Young  Ken.  Upon  my  honour,  Sir,  it  is  not  of 
jjny  dififervice  to  the  young  lady,  nay,  1  believe  I 
may  truft  you  with  it. 

Val,  No,  no,  no,  I  will  be  trufled  with  nothing. 
— I  fee  nothing,  I  hear  nothing,  1  know  nothing. 
But  pray,  young  gentleman,  are  you  fure  now 
(I  only  aflv  for  an  impertinent  curiofity),  are  you 
fure  that  Sir  Gregory  can't  cut  off  the,  CRtail  of  his 
flUte  ? 

YOUNC 
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TouNG  Ken.  Why,  if  you  won't  believe,  you  may 
alk  the  lawyers  that  my  tutor  confulted  about  it. 

Val.  Nay,  nay,  it  is  nothing  to  me,  it  is  no  bufi- 

fick  of  mine O,  here  is  my  daughter.     Child, 

Mr.  Kennel,  elded  fon  of  Sir  Gregory  Kennel,  de- 
fires  me  to  introduce  him  to  your  acquaintance — — 

(They  fali'Je) Well,  Mr.  Kennel,  you  muft  pardon 

me,  I  mull  leave  you  on  bufinefs  of  confequence  : 
Son,  you  muft  come  along  with  me,  I  afk  pardon 
for  only  leaving  my  daughter  to  keep  you  company. 

Young  Val.  Sir,  I  wait  on  you. 

\_txil  Valence  andToung  Valence. 

Young  Kennel.  Pray,  madam,  was  you  ever  at 
Paris  ? 

Miss  Val.  No,  Sir,  I  have  never  been  out  of  my 
own  country. 

Young  Ken.  That  is  a  great  misfortune  to  you, 
madam  ;  for  I  would  not  give  a  fig  for  any  thing 
that  had  not  made  the  tour  of  Europe. 

Miss  Val.  I  thought,  Sir,  travelling  had  been  a 
neceflary  qualification  only  to  you  gentlemen.  I 
need  not  afk.  Sir,   if  you  have  been  at  Paris. 

Young  Ken.  No,  I  hope  nor,  madam  j  I  hope 
no  one  will  imagine  thefe  cloaths  to  be  the  handy- 
work  of  any  Englifli  t-aylor  :  Paris,  indeed!  why, 
madam,  I  have  made  the  tour  of  Europe. 

Miss  Val.  Upon  my  v/ord,  this  is  extraordinary 
in  one  fo  young ;  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  went  abroad 
very  foon  after  you  left  fchool. 

Young  Ken.  School!  ha,  ha,  ha!  why,  madam, 
I  was  never  at  fchool  at  all  ;  I  liv'd  with  the  old 
witch  my  grandmother,  till  I  was  feventeen,  and 
then  my  father  ftole  me  away  from  her,  and  fent  me 

abroad,  where  I  wifh  I  had  (laid  for  ever for, 

ah  I   madam  ! 

Miss  Val.  Now  he  begins  (he  isjuft  what  I  would 
.chufe  for  a  hufband)- [J^de. 

Young  Ken.  Can  you  not  read  in  my  eyes  that  I 
have  loft  my  heart  ? 

Miss 
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Miss  Val.  Avez-vous  done  laifTez  votre  coeur  a 
Paris,  monfieur  ? 

Young  Ken.  What  the  devil  is  that,  madam  ? 

Miss  Val.  Don't  you  underftand  French,  Sir  ? 

Young  Ken.  Not  a  lyllable,  upon  my  foul,  except 
an  oath  or  two. 

Miss  Val.  I  fuppofe  I  fay.  Sir,  you  have  lefc 
your  heart  at  Paris. 

Young  Ken.  No,  madam,  you  cannot  fuppofe 
that :  you  faw,  you  mult  have  feen  at  the  play  in  what 
corner  of  the  world  my  heart  was. 

Miss  Val.  I  have  no  time  to  play  the  coquette, 
[4/ide.]     Heigh-ho  I  (Sighs.) 

Young  Ken.  Ha  1  fure  that  figh  betokens  pity. 

Miss  Val.  How  do  you  know  you  want  it  ?  Have 
you  declared  your  paflion  ? 

Young  Ken.  Not,  unlefs  my  eyes  have  done  it. 

Miss  Val.  Perhaps  fhe  who  hath  your  heart,  may 
have  returned  you  her  own. 

Young  Krn.  That  would  make  me  happier  than 
the  King  of  France,  the  Doge  of  Venice,  or  any 
prince  I  have  ever  feen  ;  but  if  fhe  hath,  fure  you 
muft  know  it,  and  it  is  in  your  power 

Miss  Val.     I,    Sir! O    blefs    me  J My 

power  1 What  have  you  faid  ? 

Young  Ken.  O,  take  pity  of  the  mod  unhappy 
man  that  ever  was  at  Verfaiiles. 

Miss  Val.  I  am  fo  frighten'd,  fo  confounded — 
Could  I  have  imagin'd  that  I  had  made  this  im- 
preiTion  on  your  heart. 

Young  Ken.  No,  madam,  no,  no,  not  you,  the 
other  lady  that  was  with  you  : 

Miss  Val.  How,  Sir  ! 

Young  Ken.  I  am  only  foliciting  you,  to  let  me 
know  where  I  may  find  that  dear,  adorable,  divine 
creature,  who  was  with  you  at  the  play  the  night  be- 
fore laft  J  I  loft  you  both  in  the  crowd  by  a  curfed 
accident,  and  by  the  moft  fortunate  one  have  met 
with  you  once  again  to  dire(5l  me  to  my  love. 

Miss 
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Miss  Val.  Unheard-of  impudence and  am  I 

to  be  a  go-between  ? 

Young  Ken.  Can  you  refufe  me  ? 

Miss  Val.  Refufe  you  !  Go,  oaf!  Go,  find  your 
flut,  your  trollop,  your  beggar,  for  fo  fhe  is. 

Young  Kem.  Were  fhe  the  meaneft  beggar  upon 
earth,  could  I  find  her,  I  Ihould  be  happy. 

Miss  Val.  I  could  tear  iny  fan — my  hair — my 
flcfh I'll  to  my  clofet,  and  vent  myfelf  in  pri- 
vate. \_Exit  Mifs  Valence. 

Young  Ken.  Hey-day  !  what  can  have  put  the 
•woman  in  fuch  a  pafTion  ? — But  tho'  Ihe  won't  tell 
me,  now  I  have  found  her  out,  I  fhall  furely  find 
out  her  acquaintance  ;  I  will  watch  her  clofely,  for 
I  will  difcover  my  angel,  tho*  I  make  the  tour  of 
the  whole  world  after  her.  \_Exit, 

SCENE   III.     B  o  N  c  o  u  rV  Apartment, 
Enter  B  O  N  C  O  U  R  ^;^i  Mrs,  B  O  N  C  O  U  R. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  But  why  kept  a  fecret  from  me,  why 
am  I  not  worthy  to  know  fecrets  ? 

BoNC.  I  have  given  you  what  fhould  be  a  fatis- 
faftory  reafon. 1  had  promifed  not  to  tell  it  you. 

Mrs.  Bong.  No,  to  be  fure  !  A  v;ife  is  not  a  pro- 
per perfon  to  be  trufted  with  any  thing. 

Bong.  You  have  no  reafon  to  arraign  my  want  of 
confidence  in  you. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  Well  then,  do  tell  me  the  reafon 
■why  you  keep  this  a  fecret  from  me  ? 

Bong.  That  would  be  to  have  no  confidence  in 
myfelf:  come,  my  dear,  leave  this  vain  folicitation, 
you  know  I  feldom  reiblve  to  contraditfl  you  in  any 
tiiiiig^LJ>ut  when  I  do,  I  have  never  been  wheedled, 
or  cry'd,  or  bullied  out  of  my  refolution. 

Mrs.  Bong.  W^hat  can  I  think  of  this  ? 

Bong.  Why  you  arc  to  think  that  you  owe  my 
condefccnfion,  to  my  tendernefs,  and  not  my  folly. 

Prav, 
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Pray,  my  dear,  lay  afide  this  caprice  of  tem- 
per, which  may  work  your  own  mifery,  but  fliall 
not  mines  my  gratitude  to  you  will  prevent  my 
contributing  to  your  uneafinefs,  but  fhall  never 
make  the  quiet  of  my  own  life  dependant  on  any 
other. 

Mxis.  Bono.  It  is  a  pretty  compliment  truly,  to 
afTure  me  that  your  happinefs  does  not  depend  on 
me. 

Bono.  I  fcorn  to  compliment  you,  nor  did  I  ever 
fpeak  to  you  but  from  my  heart.  I  challenge  you 
in  any  one  inflance  of  my  whole  courfe  of  behaviour, 
to  blame  my  condud,  unlefs  you  join  the  world  and 
condemn  me  for  too  much  eafmefs  of  difpofition  ; 
but  I  muft  leave  you  a  little  while. 

Mrs.  Eonc.  But  I  defire  you  will  not  leave  me. 

BoNC.  I  am  oblig'd,  I  am  guilty  of  rudenefs 
every  moment  I  ftay.  I  aiTure  you  it  is  regard  to 
decency  only,  and  not  to  pleafure,  calls  me  from  you. 

Mrs.  Bono.  Why  will  you  go  then  ? 

BoNC.  Becaufe  I  will  always  do  what  I  think  right, 
without  regard  to  my  own  pleafure,  or  that  of  others, 

Mrs.  Bong.  You  fhall  ftay. 

Bono.  I  will  not. 

Mrs.  Bonc.  I  will  come  and  diflurb  your  com- 
pany. 

Bong.  You  would  make  me  miferable,  if  you 
did,  by  forcing  me  to  the  laft  of  evils. 
*   Mrs.  Bong.  What  is  that,  pray  ? 

Bong.  That  of  ufing  violence  to  you. 

\_Exii  Boncour. 

Mrs.  Bong.  What  does  the  man  mean  ?  he  never 
utter'd  any  thing  like  this  before !  I  muft  turn  over 
a  new  leaf,  and  exert  more  fpirit  than  I  have  lately 
done.  I  will  go  this  inftant  and  break  up  his  com- 
pany— but  fuppofe  he  fliould  ufe  violence  j  he  feem- 
ed  very  refolute.  Ha  !  I  will  not  provoke  him  fo 
far — but  the  fecret  I  will  hear — or — he  Ihall  never 
fleep  again,  that  I  am  refolv'd.  \_Exit, 

SCENE 
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SCENE    IV.      Another  Room  in  B  o  n  c  o  u  r'j 

IIoufe» 

5/r  GEORGE,  Sir  GKY.GOKYy  and  Mr.  BON- 
CO  UR,  difcovered  drinking. 

Sir  Geo.  Sir  Gregory,  it  is  your  glafs. 

Sir  Gkeg.  Well,  and  it  fliall  be  my  glafs  then— • 
here's  fiiccefs  to  the  war  ;  and  I  hope  we  (hall  fhortly 
have  French  pointers  in  England  as  plenty  as  curs. 

Sir  Geo.  Well  laid.  Sir  Gregory,  fpoke  like  a 
true  Englifhman. 

Sir  Greg.  Aye,  like  an  Englifhman  that  will  drink 
as  long  as  he  can  lland,  for  the  good  of  his  country 
— odfo,  here  comes  my  fon. 

Enter  Toung  KENNEL. 

Bono.  Sir  George,  this  is  young  Mr.  Kennel. 

[They  falute. 

Sir  Geo.  Is  this  your  fon.  Sir  Gregory  f 

Sir  Greg.  Aye,  I  think  fo. 

Sir  Geo.  A  hopeful  youth,  truly.  [Aftde. 

Sir  Greg.  So,  rafcal,  how  have  you  the  afTurance 
to  look  me  in  the  face  ?  how  have  you  the  impu- 
dence to  come  into  my  prefence,  firrah,  after  run- 
ning away  from  me. 

Young  Ken.  Nay,  if  you  come  to  that,  you  run 
away  from  me. 

Sir  Greg.  That's  a  lie,  and  would  be  a  pretty 
ftory  if  it  was  true,  to  be  outwalked  by  your  father. 

Young  Ken.  Hold  there,  not  fo  fait.  Sir,  I  don'c 
allow  you  can  outwalk  me  neither. 

Sir  Greg.  Don't  you  ?  why  then  I  will  fee  whe- 
ther I  can  out-drink  you,  I  believe  I  can  do  that 
yet :  Mr.  Boncour,  let  us  have  a  quart  glafs,  for 
the  rafcal  (hall  ftart  fair,  we  won't  give  him  a  bot- 
tle fcope. 

Young 
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Young  Ken.  A  quart  glafs !  why.  Sir,  you  don't 
intend  to  make  me  drunk  ? 

Sir.  Greg.  Yes  I  do,  Sir,  but  I  hope  a  quart 
won't  do  it  j  you  are  not  liich  a  milk-fop  as  that, 
Harkee,  firrah,  it  is  all  over,  I  have  done  your  bu- 
finefs  for  you  j  this  gentleman  and  I  have  agreed 
that  he  fhall  be  your  father-in-law,  fo  nothing  re- 
m.ains  but  for  you  to  fee  the  wench,  marry,  and  to 
bed,  and  then  down  to  Dirty  Park. 

Young  Ken.  Two  words  to  that  bargain.  Sir, 
for  I  am  engaged. 

Bonc.  Nay,  Sir  Gregory,  then 

Enter  Toung  B  O  N  C  O  U  R,    and  takes  his  Father 

afide. 

Young  Bonc.  Sir,  I  have,  fomething  to  fay  to 
you  in  private  from  my  fifter. 

Sir  Greg.  You  are  engao;ed  ? 

Young  Ken.  Even  fo.  Sir. 

Sir  Greg.  Why  then.  Sir,  my  eflate  is  engag'd 
too  ;  I  will  difinherit  you,  firrah  :  I  won't  leave  you 
money  enough  to  pay  the  tailor  for  fuch  another 
fool's  cover  as  you  have  on  now. 

Young  Ken.  Ha,  ha,  ha! 

Sir  Greg.  Do  you  laugh  at  me,  you  dog  ? 

Young  Ken.  ddy  at  your  difinheriting  me;  my 
tutor  has  let  me  into  that  fecret. 

Sir  Greg.  O,  ho,  he  has,  I  will  thank  him  for 
that  the  firft  time  I  fee  him  :  and  in  the  mean  time, 

firrah,  do  as  I  would  have  you,  or 

(Lifts  tip  his  Jlick. 

Sir  Geo.  "Why,  Sir  Gregory,  do  you  think  this 
is  the  way  to  prevail  with  your  fon  ?  it  may  be  a 
knock  down  argument,  I  grant  you,  but  I  am  much 
miftaken  if  it  will  ever  prove  a  convincing  one. 

Young  Ken.  If  he  could  difinherit  me,  as  I  know 
he  can't,  I  will  never  marry  unlefs  it  be  the  woman 
I  love.  Nay,  don't  (hake  your  ftick  about,  I  know 
a  little  of  quarter-ttafF  as  well   as  you. 

Sir  Greg.  Sirrah—I'll— I'll  — 
Vol.  IV.  G  Sir 
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Sir  Geo.  It  is  almoft  a  pity  to  hinder  thefe  two 
loggerheads  from  falling  foul  of  one  another. 

BoNC.  Gentlemen,  I  mull  beg  to  be  excufed  one 
moment,  I  will  return  to  you  inttantly — Sir  George, 
I  wifh  you  would  bring  the  company  after  us,  I  have 
a  particular  reafon  for  it. 

[Exit  Boricour  and  Young  Boncour. 

Sip.  Geo,  (To  Sir  Gregory)  Come,  Sir  Gregory, 
be  pacified,  you  had  befl:  try  by  gentler  methods  to 
bring  the  young  gentleman  to  reafon. 

Sir  Greg.  I'll  bring  him  by  a  good  cudgel,  that's 
my  reafon,  odfbodikins,  I  have  fent  him  a  travelling 
to  a  fine  purpofe,  truly,  to  learn  to  defpife  his  fa- 
ther ! 

Young  Ken.  You  have  hit  it  at  laft,  my  good 
old  gentleman. 

Sir  Geo.  Come,  Sir  Gregory,  we  will  if  you 
pleafe,  adjourn  for  a  fev/-  minutes  ;  you  have  not 
feen  the  houfe — here  are  fome  pictures  worth  your 
feeing. 

Sir  Greg,  Why,  I  like  to  fee  piftures  well  enough, 
if  they  are  handfome  ones. 

Young  Ken.  They  may  do  well  enough  for  you, 
but  I  am  convinced  they  muft  be  fad  trafti  to  a  man 
that  has  feen  Italy.  [^Exeunt, 

SCENE   V.     Another  Apartment, 
Toung  VALENCE  and  Mifs  BONCOUR. 

Young  Val.  I  will  outwit  my  father,  I  will 
plunder  him  of  every  thing  he  has,  to  keep  you  in 
affluence  equal  to  your  defire. 

Miss  Bong.  And  do  you  intend  literally* to  make 
me  your  miftrefs  ? 

YouKG  Val.  I  intend  to  make  you  happy,  and 
myfelf  with  youj  be  aiuired,  if  love,  if  wealth,  cark 
make  you  happy,  thou  flialt  be  fo. 

Miss  Bonc.  No,  there  is  fomething  in  that  word 
miftrefs,  which  I  don't  like. 

Young  Val.  A  groundlefs  prejudice — cannot  we 

join_ 
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join  ourfelves,  without  the  leave  or  afTiflance  of  a 
priefl  ?  are  we  more  capable  of  transferring  raptures 
to  each  other's  bofoms  by  a  few  cant  words  whicli 
he  pronounces  ?  Where  is  the  diflerence  then  of  our 
being  one  another's,  with  marriage  or  without  it  ? 
Mrss  Bono.  Yes,  as  to  me,  it  differs  a  little. 
Young  Val.  How,  my  dearefl:  creature  ? 
Miss  Bong.  I  fhall  be  infamous  this  wayj  that's 
all. 

Young  Val.  A  falfe  opinion  of  the  worldj  un- 
worthy your  regard,  our  happincfs  is  precarious,  in- 
deed, if  it  is  to  be  blown  up  and  down  by  the  in- 
conftant  changeable  breath  of  mankind. 

Miss  BoNC.  It  feems  ftrange  to  me,  however,  that 
a  mar.  would  make  the  creature  he  loves  infamous. 
Could  I  ever  have  thought  I  fhould  have  brought 
infamy  on  myfelf  by  that  tender  pafiion  for  you, 
which  I  now  frankly  own  ?  Can  you  endeavour  to 
make  ufe  of  the  fincereft,  honefteft,  and  tendercft 
affeftion,  to  the  ruin  of  her  who  bears  it  to  you  ?  I 
need  not  tell  you  how  willingly  I  would  have  facri- 
ficed  my  all, — how  eagerly  I  would  have  done,  or 
fuffer'd  any  thing  for  you  j  and  would  you  facrince 
my  eternal  guilt,  my  fpotlefs  fame,  my  unguarded 
innocence,  to  the  fatisfa6lion  of  an  appetite  which 
every  common  proftitute  may  ferve  ? 

Young  Val.  Every  moment  I  fee  you,  every 
word  you  utter,  adds  new  fuel  to  my  fl-une. 

Miss  Bong.  Think  of  the  injury  you  do  me,  and 
the  leaft  drop  of  humanity  will  cool  the  hotteil  paf- 
fion. 

Young  Val.  Think  of  the  blifs  I  am  to  enjoy. 
Miss  BoNC.  And  would  you  enjoy  it  to  my  ruin? 
O  confider  thofe  tedious  miferable  hours  which  I 
muft  fuffer  for  the  momentary  blifs  you  will  poiTefs ! 
behold  me  abandoned  by  my  father,  deferted  by  my 
relationsjdenied  by  my  acquaintance,  ihunn'd,  flight- 
ed, fcorn'd  by  all  the  world  !  fee  me  in  the  horrors 
of  this  ftate,  and  think  'twas  you  who  brought  m-e 
to  iCi  'cwas  you  who  plunged  me  into  this  fcene  of 

G  2  mifery. 
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milery,  that  creature  who  would  not,  to  have  gain'd 
the  treaiurcs  of  the  world,  have  done  an  acl  to  de- 
ftrov  your  auiet  ;  confider  this  and  anfwer  me. 
Could  you  enjoy  any  happinefs  at  the  price  of  my 
eternal  ruin  ? 

Young  Val.  O,  can  you  afic  it  ?  let  us  not  think 
bevond  the  prefent  moment. 

Miss  Bonc.   Hold thou  lowed,  meanefl,  and 

molt  abjed  villain,  think  not  this  trial  was  made  to 
recover  your  love  :  O,  no  !  this  morning  I  favv, — 
I  defpifed  the  balenels  of  your  heart,  and  bore  your 
hated  preience  thofe  few  moments  but  to  expofe 
you.     Open  the  door. 

Young  Val.-  Ha  1  damnation  ! 

Enter  BONC  OUR,  VALENCE,  and  the  reft. 

Val.  O,  monurous  !  Nothing  but  my  own  ears 
could  have  made  m.e  give  credit  to  it :  you  will  out- 
wit your  father,'Sir;  your  father  v;ill  outwit  you  of 
every  farthing,  I  can  tell  you  j  I'll  difinherit  you 
this  afternoon,  and  turn  you  out  like  a  vagabond  as 
you  are. 

Young  Val.  Death  and  defpair  I'm  ruin'd  for 
ever.  \Exit  Toung  Valence. 

Val.  Not  one  penny,  not  one  fingle  farthing 
fhall  he  ever  have  of  mine. 

Bong.  My  daughter,  my  dear  child  !  as  much 
now  the  objedt  of  my  admiration,  as  this  morning 
of  m»y  love. 

Miss  Bong.  Thou  beu  of  men,  it  fhall  be  the 
bufineJs  of  my  future  days,  to  be  your  comfort 
only. 

Enter  Sir  G  E  O  R  G  E,    Sir  GREGORY,  and 

Toung  K  E  N  N  L  L. 

Sir  Greg.  You  are  a  civil  man,  indeed,  neigh- 
bour, to  have  one  in  your  own  houfe — What,  do 
you  grudge  your  wine  ? 

BoNC. 
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BoNC,  You'll  pardon  me.  Sir  Gregory,  I  had  a 
little  bufmefsj  befides,  I  am  not  able  to  drink,  and 
my  brother  there  is  your  match. 

Sir  Greg.  A.s  to  the  bufincfs,  that's  a  lie,  I  be- 
lieve j  and  if  you  can't  drink,  what  a  plague  are  you 
good  for :  but  come,  is  this  my  god-daughter  ? 
Here,  firrah,  where  are  you  ;  this  is  the  lady  you 
are  to  have  :  come,  let  one  fee  you  fall  to  making 
love  :  let  us  fee  a  little  of  the  fruits  of  your  travels. 
Young  Ken.  Sir,  1  am  fo  furpriz'd  !  nor  know  I 
whether  to  thank  you  or  fortune. 

Sir  Greg.  I  know  you  had  rather  thank. any  bo- 
dy than  your  father,  you  rafcal  ;  but  this  is  the  lady 
whom.  I  found  out  for  you,  you  dog. 

Young  Ken.  And  this  is  the  lady  for  whom  alone 
I  refus'd  to  be  obedient,  not  knowing  who  your 
choice  vv^as. 

Val.   Hah  !   what's  that,  what's  that  ? 
Miss  Bono.  With  your  leave,  I  would  be  cxcus'd 
at  prefent.  Sir. 

BoNC.  No,  no,  my  dear,  pray  fbay,  do  not  dif- 
oblige  Sir  Gregory ;  you  may  trufl  me,  that  1  fliall 
not  force  your  inclinations. 

Sir  G:<eg.  Come,  begin,  firrah,  begin. 

Enter  l^oung  B  O  N  C  O  U  R. 

Young  Bong.  Sir,  Mr.  Recorder,  your  lawyer,  is 
in  the  next  room,  and  waits  to  execute  the  deed. 

BoNC.  My  heart,  my  eyes  overflow  with  tender- 
nefs,  for  fo  much  goodnefs  j  fure  'tis  a  fenfation  al- 
moft  worthy  to  be  bought  with  ruin  :  but,  oh  !  what 
happinefs  mull  be  mine,  who,  while  I  hear  thefe 
inllances  of  my  children's  goodnefs,  can  affure  them 
my  fortune  wants  not  fo  dear  a  reputation.  The 
ilory  was  your  uncle''s  invention ;  the  reafon  for  it 
I  will  tell  you  anon  :  no,  my  fon,  tho'  perhaps  I 
may  not  much  increafe,  I  fliail  be  at  Icaft  a  faithful 
lleward  of  my  wife's  fortune  to  her  children. 

Val.  How,  Mr.  Boncour  1  is  this  pofTiblc  ? 

Bono,  It  is  true,  indeed,  neighbour, 

G  3  Val. 
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Val.  Indeed,  neighbour,  I  am  very  glad  of  It  j 
and  what  was  this  only  a  jelt  of  Sir  George's  ! 

Bong.  Even  fo. 

Val.  I  am  extremely  happy  in  hearing  ir,  and 
will,  if  you  pleafe,  make  this  a  memorable  jera  in 
the  happinefs  of  our  children.  I  fpeak  not  of  my 
fon,  I  will  abandon  hiir;,  and  give  all  I  am  worth 
to  my  daughter,  and  give  that  daughter  to  your 
fon. 

Young  Bonc.  You  will  pardon  me,  Mr.  Valence 5 
but,  had  I  been  reduc'd  to  the  lovv'eft  degree  of  di- 
ftrefs,  I  would  not  have  accepted  of  your  daughter 
\vith  any  forty ne  fbe  could  have  brought, 

Val.  Flow,  Sir ! 

YouMG  Bonc.  She  will,  if  fhe  relate  to  you  faith- 
fully her  behaviour  to  me  this  day,  lefTen  your  fur- 
prife  at  what  I  fay. 

Val.  1  will  go  home,  turn  my  daughter  out  of 
doors,  difinherit  my  fon,  give  my  ellate  to  build  an 
hofpital,  and  then  hang  myfelf  up  at  the  next  cha- 
ritable tree  I  can  find. 

Sir  Geo.  Mr.  Valence,  Mr.  Valence  !  I  have 
fpoke  to  my  brother  about  that  eftate  that  lies  fo 
contiguous  to  your's,  and  when  it  is  to  be  fold,  you 
fnall  certainly  have  the  refufal  of  it. 

Val.  What,  am  I  mock'd,  fcoff'd  ?  Ah  !  zounds ! 
I  fhall  run  mad.  [ExiS  Valence. 

Young  Ken.  Madam,  I  have  feen  a  great  deal  of 
the  v;orId  j  but  all  the  women  I  have  feen,  are  no 
more  comparable  to  you,  than  the  fmalieil  chapel 
in  London  is  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame. 

Miss  Bonc.  Ha,  ha,  ha  ! 

Sir  Greg.  (To  Boncour.)  Why  fhould  there  go 
fo  many  words  to  a  bargain  :  let  us  have  the  wed- 
ding direftly. 

Sir  G20.  Wedding,  direflly  !  what,  do  you  think 
you  are  coupling  fomic  of  your  animals  in  the  coun- 
try ?  Do  you  think  that  a  union  of  bodies  is  all  that 
is  requifite  in  a  ftate,  wherein  there  can  be  no  hap- 
pinefs without  a  union  of  minds  too  ?  Goj  and  re- 
deem 
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deem  pad  time  :  your  Ton  is  not  yet  too  old  to  Jcarn  : 
employ  ibme  able  man  to  cultivate  the  lliare  of  un- 
dertt;inding  that  nature  gave  him  ;  to  weed  out  all 
the  follies  and  fopperies  that  he  has  pick'd  up  in 
the  tour  of  Europe,  as  he  calls  it:  then,  when  he 
appears  to  be  a  rational  creature,  and  not  till  then, 
let  him  pay  his  addrcfies  to  my  niece. 

Young  Ken.  So,  then,  I  find  I  am  not  a  rational 
creauire  1  and  faith,  I  begin  to  think  fo  myfelf. 
And  whofe  fault  was  that,  fiuher,  but  your's,  that 
did  not  give  me  a  rational  education. 

Sir  GkEG.  Why,  you  dog,  I  gave  you  the  fame 
education  I  had  myfelf:  would  you  have  had  a  better 
education  than  your  father,  firrah  ?  But  did  not  I 
fend  you,  befides,  to  travel,  to  finifh  your  educa- 
tion ?  and  when  an  education  is  finifh'd,  is  not  that 
enough  ?  what  fignifies  what  the  bej^inninff  was  ? 
But  never  fear  them,  Greg;  with  fuch  an  education 
as  I  had,  I  got  twenty  thoufand  pounds  with  my  v/ife; 
and  you  who  have  travelled  may,  I  think,  expe6t 
more.  Never  fear  'em,  boy,  the  acres,  the  acres, 
will  do  the  bufinefs. 

Sir  Geo.  There  you  may  find  yourfelf  miflaken  j 
for  I  have  feme  dirty  acres  to  add  to  my  niece's  for- 
tune that  may  chance  to  weigh  againfi:  your  fcale. 
Her  behaviour  this  day  has  pleas'd  me  ;  and  I  never 
will  confent  to  fee  her  wedded  to  any  one,  who  has 
not  underftanding  enough  to  know  her  value. 

Young  Ken.  Oh  !  heavens  !  I'll  do  any  thing  to 
mend  my  underftanding  rather  than  lofe  the  only 
woman  I  can  love;  and  tho'  I  have  hated  books  as 
I  do  the  devil,  if  that  be  the  only  way  to  improve 
it,  I'll  pore  my  eyes  out  rather  than  lofe  her. 

Bong.  Why,  this  mud  be  a  work  of  time;  and 
whenever  you  render  yourfelf  worthy  of  her,  you 
may  haye  a  chance  to  fucceed. 

Enter  SERVANT. 

Serv.  Sir,  my  lady  has  fent  me  to  acquaint  your 
honour,  that  fupper  is  on  table. 

G  4  Bon  ^ . 
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BoNC.  We  will  attend  her.  \_Exil  Servant. 

Sir  Geo,  Well,  brother,  I  thhik  you  begin  to 
find  already  the  good  effefts  of  my  advice  to  you  : 
your  wife,  you  fee,  civilly  fends  in,  inftead  of  ruOi- 
ing  herfelf  into  company  with  her  fcream  of,  **  why 
mull  not  I  be  let  into  the  fccret  ?" 

BoNC.  Sir  George,  I  thank  you  ;  and  am  now 
convinc'd,  that  a  little  exertion  of  a  proper  autho- 
rity on  my  part,  will  loon  make  my  wife  a6t  like  a 
rational  womano 

Sir  Geo.  Well,  George,  your  behaviour  this  day 
has,  I  confefs,  wiped  away  fome  part  of  the  very 
bad  opinion  I  had  of  you  j  and  if  you  will  cad  off 
your  follies,  and  turn  away  your  wench,  I  have  a 
wife  in  view  for  you,  the  fame  that  your  father  in- 
tended to  propole,  who  will  make  you  amends  for 
the  one  you  have  loft  :  and  in  that  cafe,  to  make 
you  more  worthy  of  her,  I  don't  care  if  I  fettle  tlie 
beft  part  of  my  eftate  on  you. 

Young  Bonc.  Sir,  I  know  that  profeffions,  on 
fuch  occafions,  often  pafs  only  for  v/ords  of  courfe  j 
but  you  will  fee,  by  a  total  reformation  of  my  pait 
conduft,  that  the  whole  ftudy  of  my  life  hereafter 
fliail  be  to  pleafe  fo  generous  an  uncle,  and  fo  good 
a  father. 

Sir  Geo.  What  a  variety  of  ftrange  events  has 
this  day  produced  !  I  can't  help  thinking,  that  they 
might  furnifli  out  a  good  lubject  for  a  comedy. 

BoNC.  Only  a  cataftrophe  would  be  vv'antingj 
becaufe  you  know  it  is  a  conftant  rule,  that  come- 
dies fnould  end  in  a  m.arriage. 

Sir  Geo.  That's  truej  but  if  the  performer,  who 
is  to  reprefent  your  charader,  fliould  only  ftep  for- 
ward at  the  end,  and  make  a  finooth  fpeech  or  fo, 
an  Englifh  audience  is  generally  fo  good  natur'd, 
iliat  they  would  pafs  over  that,  and  all  the  other 
faults  that  rnigh.t  be  in  the  piece,  for  the  fake  of 
the  Good-Natur'd  Man. 
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'PROLOGUES  and  Epilogues  —to /peak  the phrafe 

IVh'ich  fuits  the  •warlike  ft irit  of  thefe  days 

Are  cannon  charg'd,  or  /loou'd  be  charg^dy  with  wit^ 
Which ^  pointed  welU  each  rifing  folly  hit  \——^ 
By  a  late  Gen'ral  who  commanded  here, 
And  fought  our  hloodlefs  battles  many  a  year  I 
^Mtngji  other  fc'.z ours  'usere  ccnfe'rr'd  en  me. 

He  made  me  Captain  of  ^irtillery  I 

At  various  follies  many  gufis  Ifirdy 
Hit  'em  point  blanks  ana  t bought  the  foe  rctir'dy—- 
But  vainly  thought — for  to  my  great  furprize, 
'They  iiow  are  rank  and  file  before  my  eyes  !     / 

Nay  to  retreat  may  even  me  oblige \ 

Ihe  works  of  Folly  ft  and  the  longeft  fiege  ! 

With  what  brifk  firing,,  and  what  thunder-claps, 

"DM  I  attack  thoje  high-built  cajtles — cups  ! 

But  towering  ft  ill,  they  fw  ell  in  lofty  ft  ate. 

Nor  fir  ike  one  ribba-'-d  to  capitulate  ; — 

Whilft  beaux  behind^,  thus  peeping,  and  thus  bent. 

Are  the  befieg^d,  behind  the  battlement : 

But  you  are  conquerors.  Ladies — have  no  dread, 

Henceforth  in  peace  enjoy  the  cloud-cap'd-heaci  ! 

We  f corn  to  ape  the  French,  their  tricks  give  o'er. 

Nor  at  your  ringing  fire  one  cannon  more  I 

And  now  ye  Bucks  and  Bucklings  of  the  age, 

Tho*  caps  are  clear,  your  hats  fhall  feel  my  rage ; 

The  high- cock' d,  half  c  ck'd,  quaker,  and  the  fiouch, 

Blave  at  ye  all ! — I'll  hit  you,  though  ye  crouch  ; 

We  read  in  hiftory — one  William  TelJ, 

An  honeft  Swifs,  with  arrows  fhot  fo  well^ 

On 
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0/7  his  fen's  kcadj  he  aim'd  with  fo  much  care. 

He'd  hit  an  apple,  and  not  touch  one  hair : 

So  /,  with  fuch-like /kill,  but  much  lejs  pain. 

Will  Jirikeyour  hats  off,  and  net  touch  your  brain  : 

To  curfe  our  head-drefs !    anU  you  pretty  fellows  ! 

Pray  who  can  fee  thro''  your  broad-brim\i  umbrellas? 

That  pcnt-houfe  worn  by  flim  Sir  Dainty  Dandle  1 

Seems  to  extinguifh  a  poor  farthing  candle — 

V/e  lock  his  body  thro" — But  what  fair  floe. 

Thro'  the  broad  cloud  that's  round  his  head  can  fee? 

Time  was,  when  Britons  to  the  boxes  came^ 

^iite  fpruce,  and  chapeau  bas  !  addrefs'd  each  dame^ 

Now  in  flap t  hats,  and  dirty  boots  they  come. 

Look  knowing  thus -^  to  every  female  dumb; 

But  roar  out— Hey,  Jack  !  fo^  Will !  you  there,  Tom  ? 

Bath  fides  have  errors,  that  there"  s  no  concealing  ; 

We  d  low"r  our  heads,  had  but  men's  hearts  fome  feeling* 

Valence,  my  f park,  played  off  hts  modifh  airs. 

But  nature  gave  us  wit  to  cope  with  theirs ; 

Our  f ex  have  fome  fmall  faults  won't  bear  defending. 

And  tho*  near  perfect,  want  a  little  mending  ; 

JLet  'Lovt  ft ep  forth,  and  claim  from  both  allegiance,^ 

And  bring  back  caps  and  hats  to  due  obedience. 
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BOOK      I. 

C  H  A  P.      I. 

Shewing  the  wholefome  tifes  drawn  from  recording  thi 
atchievements  of  thofe  wonderful produ^ions  of  nature 
called  Great  Men. 

AS  it  is  neceflary  that  all  great  and  furprifing 
events,  the  defigns  of  which  are  laid,  con- 
duded,  and  brought  to  perfedlion  by  the 
utmoft  force  of  human  invention  and  art,  fhould  be 
produced  by  great  and  eminent  men,  fo  the  lives  of 
iuch  may  be  juftly  and  properly  ftyled  the  quintef- 
fence  of'hiftory.  In  thefe,  when  delivered  to  us 
by  fenfible  writers,  we  are  not  only  molt  agreeably 
entertained,  but  moft  ufefully  intruded  j  for  befides 
the  attaining  hence  a  confummate  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature  in  general ;  of  its  fecret  fprings,  various 
Y(indings,  and  perplexed  mazes  -,  we  have  here  be- 

H2  fore 
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fore  our  eyes  lively  examples  of  whatever  is  amiable 
or  deceilable,  worthy  of  admiration  or  abhorrence, 
and  are  confcquently  taught,  in  a  manner  infinitely 
more  eftectual  than  by  preccpr,  what  we  are  eagerly 
to  imitate  or  carefully  to  avoid. 

But  befides  the  two  obvious  advantages  of  fur- 
veying,  as  it  were  in  a  pi»flure,  the  true  beauty  of 
virtue,  and  deformity  of  vice,  we  may  moreover 
learn  from  Plutarch,  Nepos,  Suetonius,  and  other 
biographers,  this  ufeful  Icffon,  not  too  haftily,  nor  in 
the  grofs,  to  beftow  eilher  our  praife  or  cenfurcj  fince 
we  Iball  often  find  fuch  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil 
in  the  fame  charafler,  that  it  may  require  a  very 
accurate  judgmeni:  and  a  very  elaborate  inquiry  to 
deteraiine  on  which  fide  the  balance  turns  :  for  tho' 
we  i'ometimes  meet  with  an  Ariftides  or  a  Brutus, 
a  Lyfander  or  a  Nero,  yet  far  the  greater  number  are 
of  the  mixt  kind;  neither  totally  good  nor  bad  j 
their  greateic  virtues  being  oblcured  and  allayed  by 
their  vices,  and  thofe  again  foftened  and  coloured 
over  bv  their  virtues. 

Of  this  kind  was  the  illuflrious  perfon  whofe  hif- 
tory  we  nov/  undertake ;  to  whom,  though  nature  had 
given  the  greateft  and  mofl:  fhining  endowments, 
jhe  had  not  given  them  abfolutely  pure  and  without 
allay.  Though  he  had  much  of  the  adm/irable  in 
his  character,  as  much  perhaps  as  is  ufually  to  be 
found  in  a  hero,  I  v/ill  not  yet  venture  to  affirm  that 
he  was  entirely  free  from  all  defefls  j  or  that  the  Iharp 
eyes  of  cenfure  could  not  fpy  out  fome  little  blemifhes 
lurking  amongd  his  many  great  perfections. 

We  would  not  therefore  be  underftood  to  afFeft 
giving  the  reader  a  perfe6t  or  confummate  pattern 
of  human  excellence  j  but  rather,  by  faithfully  re- 
cording fome  little  imperfections,  which  fhadowed 
over  the  luflre  of  thofe  great  qualities  which  we  fhall 
here  record,  to  teach  the  lefTon  we  have  above  men- 
tioned i  to  induce  our  reader  with  us  to  lament  the 
frailty  of  human  nature,  and  to  convince  him  that 
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no  mortal,  after  a  thorough  fcrutiny,  can  be  a  pro- 
per objcft  of  our  adoration. 

But  before  we  enter  on  this  great  work,  we  muH: 
endeavour  to  remove  fome  errors  of  opinion  which 
manki.id  have,  by  the  diringcnuity  of  VvTiters,  con- 
tracted :  for  thefe,  from  their  fear  of  contradidling 
the  obfoiete  and  abfurd  doclrines  of  a  fet  of  fimple 
fellows,  called,  in  derifion,  fages  or  philolbphers, 
have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  confound 
the  ideas  of  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  ;  whereas  no  two 
things  can  poffibly  be  more  dillinrt  from  each  other  : 
for  Greatnefs  confilts  in  bringing  all  manner  of  mif-^ 
chief  on  mankind,  and  Goodnefs  in  removing  it  from 
them.  It  feems  therefore  very  unlikely  that  the 
fame  perfon  ihould  poflefs  them  both  •,  and  yet  no- 
thing is  more  ufual  with  writers,  who  find  many  in- 
ftances  of  greatnefs  in  their  favourite  hero,  than 
to  make  him  a  compliment  of  goodnefs  into  the 
bargain  ;  and  this,  without  confidering  that  by  fuch 
means  they  deflroy  the  great  perfe6lion  called  uni- 
formity of  charafter.  In  the  hiftories  of  Alexander 
and  Csfar,  we  are  frequently,  and  indeed  imper- 
tinently, reminded  of  their  benevolence  and  genero- 
fity,  of  their  clemency  and  kindnefs.  When  the  for- 
mer had  with  fire  and  fword  overrun  a  vaft  empire, 
had  deltroyed  the  lives  of  an  irnmenfe  number  of  in- 
nocent wretches,  had  fcattered  ruin  and  defolation 
like  a  whirlwind,  we  are  told,  as  an  example  of  his 
clemency,  that  he  did  not  cut  the  throat  of  an  old 
woman,  and  ravifh  her  daughters,  but  was  content 
with  only  undoing  them.  And  when  the  mighty 
Casfar,  with  wonderful  greatnefs  of  mind,  had  de- 
ftroyed  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  v/ith  all  the 
means  of  fraud  and  force  had  placed  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  equals,  had  corrupted  and  enflaved  the 
greatett  people  whom  the  fun  ever  iaw  ;  we  are  re- 
minded, as  an  evidence  of  his  generofity,  of  his  lar- 
gefles  to  his  followers  and  tools,   by  whole  means  he 
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had  accomplilhed  his  piirpofe,   and  by  whofe  afTift- 
ance  he  was  to  ellablirfi  it. 

Now,  who  doth  not  fee  that  fuch  fneaking  quali- 
ties as  thefe  are  rather  to  be  bewailed  as  imperfec- 
tions, than  admired  as  ornaments  in  thefe  great  men  ; 
rather  obfcuring  their  glory,  and  holding  them  back 
in  their  race  to  greatnefs,  indeed  unworthy  the  end 
for  which  they  feem  to  have  come  into  the  world, 
'viz.  of  perpetrating  vail  and  mighty  mifchief  ? 

We  hope  our  reader  will  have  reafon  juftly  to  ac- 
quit us  of  any  fuch  confounding  ideas  in  the  follow- 
ing pages  3  in  which,  as  we  are  to  record  the  actions 
of  a  great  man,  fo  v/e  have  no  where  mentioned  any 
fpark  of  goodnefs,  which  had  difcovered  itfelf  either 
faintly  in  him,  or  more  glaringly  in  any  other  per- 
fon,  but  as  a  meannefs  and  imperfe(ftion,  difquali- 
fying  them  for  undertakings  which  lead  to  honour 
and  efteem  among  men. 

As  our  hero  had  as  little  as  perhaps  is  to  be  found 
of  that  meannefs,  indeed  only  enough  to  make  him 
partaker  of  the  imperfeflion  of  humanity,  inftead  of 
the  perfe(ftion  of  Diabolifm,  we  have  ventured  to 
call  him  The  Greats  nor  do  we  doubt  but  our 
reader,  when  he  hath  perufed  his  (lory,  will  concur 
with  us  in  allowing  him  that  title. 

C  H  A  P.    II. 

Giving  an  account  of  as  many  of  our  heroes  ancejlors  as 
can  he  gathered  out  of  the  ruhhijh  cf  antiquity ^  "juhicb 
hath  been  carefullyjftedfor  that  purpofe, 

T  Is  the  cuftom  of  all  biographers,  at  their  en- 
trance into  their  work,  to  Hep  a  little  backwards 
(as  far,  indeed,  generally  as  they  are  able),  and  to 
trace  up  their  hero,  as  the  ancients  did  the  river 
Nile,  till  an  incapacity  of  proceeding  higher  puts  an 
end  to  their  fearch. 

What 
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"What  firfl"  gave  rife  to  this  method,  is  fomewhac 
difficult  to  determine.  Sometimes  I  have  thought 
that  the  hero's  anceftors  have  been  introduced  as 
foils  to  himfelf.  Again,  I  have  imagined  it  might  be 
to  obviate  a  fufpicion  that  fuch  extraordinary  per- 
fonages  were  not  produced  in  the  ordinary  courl'e  of 
nature,  and  may  have  proceeded  from  the  author's 
fear,  that  if  we  were  not  told  who  tiicir  fathers  werej 
they  might  be  in  danger,  like  prince  Frettyman,  of 
being  fuppofed  to  have  had  none.  Laftly,  and  per- 
haps more  truly,  1  have  conjedlurcd  that  the  defign 
of  the  biographer  hath  been  no  more  than  to  (hew 
his  great  learning  and  knowledge  of  antiquity.  A 
defign  to  which  the  world  hath  probably  owed  many 
notable  difcoveries,  and  indeed  moft  of  the  labours 
of  our  antiquarians. 

Bur  whatever  original  this  cuftom  had,  it  is  now 
too  well  eftablifhed  to  be  difputed.  I  fiiall  therefore! 
conform  to  it  in  the  ftrifteft  manner. 

Mr.  Jonatlian  Wild,  or  Wyld,  then  (for  he  him- 
felf did  not  always  agree  in  one  method  of  fpelling 
his  name),  was  defcended  from  the  great  Wolf- 
flan  Wild,  who  came  over  with  Hengift,  and  difl:in« 
guiihed  himfelf  very  eminently  at  that  famous  fefti- 
val,  v^here  the  Britons  v;ere  fo  treacheroufly  murdered 
by  the  Saxons  i  for  when  the  word  was  given,  /.  e, 
Nemet  eour  Saxes,  Take  cut  your  fwoi'-dsj  this  gentle- 
man, being  a  little  hard  of  hearing,  miftook  the 
ibund  for  Nemet  her  Sacs ^  Take  out  their  purfes  \  in- 
.  (lead  therefore  of  applying  to  the  throat,  he  imme- 
diately applied  to  the  pocket  of  his  gued,  and  con- 
tented hinifelf  with  taking  all  that  he  had,  vvithouc 
attempting  his  life. 

The  next  ancefior  of  our  hero,  who  was  re-^ 
markably  eminent,  was  Wild,  furnamed  Langfan- 
ger,  or  Longfinger.  He  flourifhed  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III,  and  was  ftridly  attached  to  Hubert  dc 
Burgh,  whofe  friendfhip  he  was  recommended  to  by 
his  great   excellence   in   an   art,  of  which   Huberc 
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was  himfelf  the  inventor;  he  could,  without  the 
knowledge  of  tlie  proprietor,  with  great  eale  and 
dexterity,  draw  forth  a  man's  purfe  from  any  part 
of  his  garment  where  it  was  depofited,  and  hence  he 
derived  his  furname.  This  gentleman  was  the  firft 
of  his  family  who  had  the  honour  to  fuller  for  the 
good  of  his  country  :  on  whom  a  wit  cf  that  time 
made  the  following  epitaph  : 

O  Jimme  d*  Jujlicey  Wild  is  kaiig'dy 
For  thatten  he  a  ■pocket  fan£ d^ 
While  fafe  old  Hubert,  and  his  gang^ 
Doth  pocket  0*  the  jtaiio::  fang. 

Langfanger  left  a  fon  named  Edv/ard,  whom 
he  had  carefully  inftruaed  in  the  art  for  which  hre 
Iiimfelf  was  fo  famous.  This  Edward  had  a  grand- 
ion,  who  ferved  as  a  volunteer  under  the  famous  Sir 
John  Falftaff,  and  by  his  gallant  demeanour,  fo  re- 
commended himfelf  to  his  captain,  that  he  would 
have  certainly  been  promoted  by  him,  had  Harry  the 
fifth  kept  his  word  with  his  old  companion. 

After  the  death  of  Edward,  the  family  remained 
in  fome  obfcurity  down  to  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
f  irfl-,  when  James  Wild  dillinguiHied  himfelf  on 
both  fides  the  queilion  in  the  civil  wars,  paffing  from 
one  to  t'other,  as  heaven  feemed  to  declare  itfelf  in 
favour  of  either  party.  At  tlie  end  of  the  war,  James 
not  being  rewarded  according  to  his  merits,  as  is 
iifually  the  cafe  of  fuch  impartial  perfons,  he  aflb- 
ciated  himfelf  with  a  brave  man  of  thofe  times,  whofe 
name  was  Hind,  and  declared  open  war  with  both 
parties.  He  was  fuccefsful  in  feveral  actions,  and 
J'poiled  many  of  the  enemy;  till  at  length,  being 
overpowered  and  taken,  he  was,  contrary  to  the  law 
of  arms,  put  bafely  and  cowardly  to  death,  by  .a 
combination  •  between  twelve  men  of  the  enemy's 
party,  who,  after  fome  confuUation,  unanimoufly 
agreed  on  the  faid  murder. 

This 
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This  Edward  took  to  wife  Rebecca  the  daughter 
of  the  abovementioned  John  Hind,  Efqj  by  whom 
he  had  iifue  John,  Edward,  Thoinas,  and  Jona- 
than, and  three  daughters,  namely  Grace,  Charity, 
and  Honour.  John  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  lUiTcring  with  him,  left  no  ifllie.  Edward 
was  fo  remarkable  for  his  companionate  temper, 
that  he  fpent  his  life  in  foliciting  the  caufes  of  the 
diftrefTcd  captives  in  Newgate,  and  is  reported  to 
have  held  a  liridl  friendfhip  with  an  eminent  divine, 
who  folicited  the  fpi ritual  caufes  of  the  faid  captives. 
He  married  Ediths,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of 
GeofFry  Snap,  Gent,  who  long  enjoyed  an  ofRce 
under  tiie  high  flieriff"  of  London  and  Middlefex, 
by  which,  with  great  reputation,  he  acquired  a  hand- 
iome  fortune:  by  her  he  had  no  ilRie.  Thomas 
went  very  young  abroad  to  one  of  our  American 
colonies,  and  hath  not  been  fince  heard  of.  As  for 
the  daughters,  Grace  was  married  to  a  merchant 
of  Yorklhire,  who  dealt  in  horfes.  Charity  took  to 
hufband  an  eminent  gentleman,  whofe  name  I  can- 
not learn  j  but  who  was  famous  for  fo  friendly  a 
difpofition,  that  he  was  bail  for  above  a  hundred 
perfons  in  one  year.  He  had  likewife  the  remark- 
able humour  of  walking  in  Weftminiler-hall  with  a 
ftraw  in  his  fhoe.  Honour,  the  youngeft,  died  un- 
married. She  lived  many  years  in  this  town,  was 
a  great  frequenter  of  plays,  and  ufed  to  be  re-nark- 
able  for  diilributing  oranges  to  all  who  would  ac- 
cept of  them. 

Jonathan  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Scragg 
Hollow,  of  Hockley  i;i  the  Hole,  Efqj  and  by  her 
had  Jonathan,  who  is  the  illuflrious  fubjeft  of  thefe 
memoirs. 


CHAP. 
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C  FI  A  P.     III. 

"The  hirihi  parentage^  and  education  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Wild  the  Great, 

JT  is  obfervable  that  nature  feldom  produces  any 
one  who  is  afterwards  to  a6t  a  notable  part  on  the 
ftage  of  life,  but  flie  gives  fotr.e  warning  of  her  in- 
tention ;  and  as  the  dramatic  poet  generally  prepares 
the  entry  of  every  confiderable  charafter,  with  a 
folemn  narrative,  or  at  Icaft  a  great  fiourifh  of  drums 
and  trumpets  j  fo  doth  this  our  Alma  Mater  by  fome 
fhrewd  hints  pre-admoni(h  us  of  her  intention,  giv- 
ing us  warning  as  it  were,  and  crying : 

Venknti  occurrite  niorho. 

Thus  Aftyages,  who  v/as  the  grandfather  of  Cyrusj 
dreamt  that  his  daughter  was   brought  to  bed  of  a 
vine,  whofe  branches  overfpread  all  Afiaj  and  He- 
cuba, while  big  with  Paris,  dreamt  that  Ihe  was  de- 
livered of  a  firebrand  that  fet  all  Troy  in  flames  3  fo 
did  the  mother  of  our  Great  Man,  while  fhe  was  with 
child  of  him,  dream  that  fiie  v;as  enjoyed  in  the  night 
by   the   gods    Mercury  and  Priapus.     This  dream 
puzzled  all    the  learned    aftrologers   of  her    time, 
feeming  to  imply   in  it  a  contradidion  j  Mercury 
being  the  god  of  ingenuity,  and  Priapus  the  terror 
of  thofe  who  pra6tifcd  it.     What  made  this  dream 
the  more  wonderful,  and  perhaps  the  true  caufe  of 
its  being  remembered,  was  a  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance,  fufficiently  denoting  fomething  preterna- 
tural in  it;  for  though  Ihe  had  never  heard  even  the 
name  of  either  of  thefe  gods,  fhe  repeated  thefe  very 
■words  in  the  morning,  with  only  a  fmall  miftake  of 
the  quantity  of  the  latter,  which  fhe  chofe  to  caU 
Priapus  inftead  of  Priapus ,  and  her  hufband  fwore 
that  though  he  might  poffibly  have  named  Mercury 
to  her  (for  he  had  heard  of  fuch  an  heathen  god),  he 

aevcr 
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never  in  his  life  could  have  anywifc  put  in  her  mind 
of  that  other  deity,  with  whom  he  had  no  acquaint- 
ance. 

Another  remarkable  incident  was,  that  durinp- 
her  whole  pregnancy  llie  conltantly  longed  for  every 
thing  fhe  faw  j  nor  could  be  fiuisfied  with  her  wifli 
unleis  Ilie  enjoyed  it  clandeflinely  j  and  as  nature, 
by  true  and  accurate  obfervers,  is  remarked  to  give 
us  no  appetites  without  furnilliing  us  with  the  means 
of  gratifying  them  j  fo  had  fhe  at  this  time  a  molt 
marvellous  glutinous  quality  attending  her  fingers, 
to  which,  as  to  birdlime,  every  thing  clofely  ad- 
hered that  fhe  handled. 

To  omit  other  flories,  fome  of  which  may  be 
perhaps  the  growth  of  luperftition,  we  proceed  to 
the  birth  of  our  hero,  who  made  liis  firfl  appearance 
on  this  great  theatre,  the  very  day  when  ti:e  plague 
firft  broke  out  in  1665.  Some  fay  his  mother  was 
delivered  of  him  in  an  houfe  of  an  orbicular  or  round 
form  in  Covent-garden  ;  but  of  this  we  are  not  cer- 
tain. He  was  fome  years  afterwards  baptized  by 
the  famous  Mr.  Titus  Oates. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  palTed  in  his  years  of 
infancy,  fave,  that  as  the  letters  7h  are  the  moft  dif- 
ficult of  pronunciation,  and  the  laft  which  a  child  at- 
tains to  the  utterance  of,  fo  they  were  the  firft  that 
came  with  any  readinefs  from  young  mafter  Wild. 
Nor  muft  we  omit  the  early  indications  which  he 
gave  of  the  fweetnefs  of  his  temper  j  for  though  hs 
was  by  no  means  to  be  terrified  into  compliance,  yec 
might  he  by  a  fugarplumb  be  brought  to  your  pur- 
pofe :  indeed,  to  fay  the  truth,  he  was  to  be  bribed 
to  any  thing,  which  made  many  fay,  he  was  cer- 
tainly born  to  be  a  Great  Man. 

He  was  fcarce  fettled  at  fchool  before  he  gave 
marks  of  his  lofty  and  afpiring  temper  j  and  was 
regarded  by  all  his  fchoolfellows  with  that  defe- 
rence which  men  generally  pay  to  thofe  fuperior 
geniufes  who  will  e;iad  it  of  them.     If  ^an  orchard 
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was  to  be  robbed,  Wild  was  confulted,  and  though 
he  was  himfclf  feldom  concerned  in  the  execution  of 
the  defign,  yet  was  he  always  concerter  of  it,  and 
treafurer  of  the  booty  ;  fome  little  part  of  which  he 
would  now  and  then,  with  wonderful  generofity, 
beftow  on  thofe  who  took  it.  He  was  generally 
very  iecret  on  thefe  occafions  ;  but  if  any  offered  to 
plunder  of  his  own  head,  without  acquainting  Mafter 
Wild,  and  making  a  depofite  of  the  booty,  he  was 
fure  to  have  an  information  againft  him  lodged  with 
the  fchoolmafter,  and  to  be  feverely  punifl:ied  for 
his  pains. 

He  dilcovered  fo  little  attention  to  fchool-learn- 
ing,  that  his  mafter,  who  was  a  very  wife  and  wor- 
thy man,  foon  gave  over  all  care  and  trouble  on 
that  account,  and  acquainting  his  parents  that  their 
fon  proceeded  extremely  well  in  his  iludies,  he  per- 
mitted his  pupil  to  follow  his  own  inclinations  ^  per- 
ceiving they  led  him  to  nobler  purfuits  than  the 
fciences  j  which  are  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
a  very  unprofitable  ftudy,  and  indeed  greatly  to 
hinder  the  advancement  of  men  in  the  world :  but 
though  Mafter  Wild  was  not  efteemed  the  readieft 
at  making  his  exercife,  he  was  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  the  moft  dexterous  at  ftealing  it  of  all  his  fchool- 
fellows :  being  never  deteded  in  fuch  furtive  com- 
pofitions,  nor  indeed  in  any  other  exercitations  of  his 
great  talents,  which  all  inclined  the  fame  way,  but 
once,  when  he  had  laid  violent  hands  on  a  book 
called  Gradus  ad  Parnajfum,  i.  c.  yHJlep  towards  Par- 
najfus  i  on  which  account  his  mafter,  who  was  a  man 
of  moft  wonderful  wit  and  fagacity,  is  laid  to  have 
told  him,  he  wifhed  it  might  not  prove  in  the  event 
Gradus  ad  Paiibuluniy  i.  e.  AJiep  towards  the  gallows. 

But  though  he  would  not  give  himfelf  the  pains 
requifite  to  acquire  a  competent  fufticiency  in  the 
learned  languages,  yet  did  he  readily  liften  with  at- 
tention to  others,  efpecially  when  they  tranflated  the 
claiTical  authors  to  him  j   nor  was  he  in  the  leaft 

backward. 
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backward,  at  all  fuch  times,  to  exprefs  his  approba- 
tion. He  was  wonderfully  plcafed  with  that  pafiagc 
in  the  eleventh  Iliad,  where  Achilles  is  faid  to  have 
bound  two  fons  of  Priam  upon  a  mountain,  and  af- 
terwards to  have  releafed  them  for  a  fum  of  money. 
This  was,  he  faid,  alone  fufficient  to  refute  thofe 
who  affected  a  contempt  for  the  wifdom  of  the  an- 
cients, and  an  undeniable  tellimony  of  the  greac 
antiquity  of*  Priggifm.  He  was  raviflied  with  the 
account  which  Nellor  gives  in  the  fame  book,  of 
the  rich  booty  which  he  bore  off  ("/.  e.  ftole)  from 
the  Eleans.  He  was  defirous  of  having  this  often 
repeated  to  him,  and  at  the  end  of  every  repetition, 
he  conftanrly  fetched  a  deep  fi2,h,  and  laid,  //  was 
ii  glorious  holy. 

When  the  ftory  of  Cacus  was  read  to  him  out  of 
the  eighth  iEneid,  he  generoufly  pitied  the  unhappy 
fate  of  that  great  man,  to  whom  he  thought  Her- 
cules much  too  fevere  :  one  of  his  fchoolfellows 
commending  the  dexterity  of  drawing  the  oxen 
backward  by  their  tails  into  his  den,  he  fmiled,  and 
with  fome  difdain,  laid,  He  could  have  taught  bim 
a  better  way. 

He  was  a  paffionate  admirer  of  heroes,  particu- 
larly of  Alexander  the  Great,  between  whom  and 
the  late  king  of  Sweden,  he  would  frequently  draw 
parallels.  He  was  much  delighted  with  the  accounts 
of  the  Czar's  retreat  from  the  latter,  who  carried  off 
the  inhabitants  of  great  cities  to  people  his  own 
country.  ThiSj  he  laid,  was  not  once  thought  of  by 
Alexander  ;  but,  added,  perhaps  he  did  not  want 
them. 

Happy  had  it  been  for  him,  if  he  had  confined 
himfelf  to  this  fphere ;  but  his  chief,  if  not  only 
blemifh  was,  that  he  would  fometimes,  from  an  hu- 
mility in  his  nature  too  pernicious  to  true  greatnefs, 
condelcend  to  an  intimacy  with  inferior  things  and 
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perfons.     Thus  the  Spanifh  rogue  was  his  favourite 
book,  and  the  cheats  of  Scapin  his  favourite  play. 

The  young  gentleman  being  now  at  the  age  of 
feventeen,  his  father,  from  a  fooiilh  prejudice  to  our 
iiniverfities,  and  out  of  a  falfe,  as  well  as  excefTive 
regard  to  his  morals,  brought  hisfon  to  town,  where 
he  refided  with  him  till  he  was  of  an  age  to  travel. 
"WhiUl  he  was  here,  all  imaginable  care  was  taken 
of  his  inftruclion,  his  father  endeavouring  his  ut- 
moft  to  inculcate  principles  of  honour  and  gentility 
into  his  fon, 

C  H  A  P.     IV. 

A/r.  Wild'j//y?  entrance  into  the  zvorld.  His  acquaifit- 
ancc  'ujitb  Count  La  Rufe. 

AN  accident  happened  foon  after  his  arrival  in 
town,  which  almoft  faved  the  father  his  whole 
labour  on  this  head,  and  provided  Mafter  Wild  a 
better  tutor  than  any  after-care  or  expence  could 
have  furniflied  him  with.  The  old  gentleman,  it 
feems,  was  a  follower  of  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Snap, 
fon  of  Mr.  GeoffVy  Snap,  whom  we  have  before  men- 
tioned to  have  enjoyed  a  reputable  office  under  the 
fheriff  of  London  and  Middlefex,  the  daughter  of 
•which  GeofFry  had  intermarried  with  the  Wilds. 
Mr.  Snap  the  younger,  being  thereto  well  warranted, 
had  laid  violent  hands  on,  or,  as  the  vulgar  exprefs 
it,  arrefted  one  count  La  Rufe,  a  man  of  confider- 
able  figure  in  thofe  days,  and  had  confined  him  to 
his  own  houfe,  till  he  could  find  two  feconds  who 
would  in  a  formal  manner  give  their  words  that  the 
Count  fhould,  at  a  certain  day  and  place  appoint- 
ed, anfwer  all  that  one  Thomas  Thimble  a  tailor 
had  to  fay  to  him;  which  Thomas  Thimble,  it 
feems,  alleged  that  the  Count  had,  according  to 
the  law  of  the  realm,  made  over  his  body  to  him  as 
a  fecurity  for  fome  fuits  of  clothes  to  him  delivered 
by  the  faid  Thomas  Thimble,    Now,  as  the  Count, 

though 
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though  perfectly  a  man  of  honour,  could  not  imnne- 
diaccly  Hnd  thcfe  fcconds,  he  was  obliged  for  fome 
time  to  refide  at  Mr.  Snap's  houfe  :  for  it  feems  the 
law  of  the  land  is,  that  whoever  owes  another  lO  1. 
or  indeed  1 1.  may  be,  on  the  oath  of  that  perfon, 
immediately  taken  up  and  carried  away  from  his 
own  houfe  and  family,  and  kept  abroad  till  he  is 
pnade  to  owe  col.  whether  he  will  or  no;  for  which 
he  is,  perhaps,  afterwards  obliged  to  lie  in  gaol  ; 
and  all  chefe  without  any  trial  had,  or  any  other  evi- 
dence of  the  debt  than  the  abovefaid  oath,  which  if 
untrue,  as  it  often  happens,  you  have  no  remedy 
againlt  the  perjurer  j   he  was,  forfooth,  miftaken. 

But  though  Mr.  Snap  would  not  (as  perhaps  by 
the  nice  rules  of  honour  he  was  obliged)  difcharge 
t\\(:  Count  on  his  parole ;  yet  did  he  not  (as  by  the 
ftridl  rules  of  law  iie  was  enabled)  confine  him  to  his 
chamber.  The  Count  had  his  liberty  of  the  whole 
houfe,  and  Mr.  Snap  ufing  only  the  precaution  of 
keeping  his  doors  well  lock'd  and  barr'd,  took  his 
prifoner's  word  that  he  would  not  go  forth. 

Mr.  Snap  had  by  his  fecond  lady  two  daughters, 
who  were  now  in  the  bloom  of  their  youth  and 
beauty.  Thefe  young  ladies,  like  damfels  in  ro- 
mance, compaffionated  ihe  captive  Count,  and  en- 
deavoured by  all  means  to  make  his  confinement 
iefs  irkfome  to  him  j  which,  though  they  were  both 
very  beautiful,  they  could  not  attain  by  any  other 
^ay  fo  effectually,  as  by  engaging  with  him  at  cards, 
in  which  contention?,  as  v/ili  appear  hereafter,  the 
Count  was  greatly  Hvilful. 

As  whiflc  and  fwabbers  was  the  game  then  in  the 
chief  vogue,  they  were  obliged  to  look  for  a  fourth 
perfon,  in  order  to  make  up  their  parties.  Mr. 
Snap  himfelf  would  fometimes  relax  his  mind,  from 
the  violent  fatigues  of  his  employment,  by  thefe 
recreations  i  and  fometimes  a  neighbouring  young 
gentleman,  or  lady,  came  in  to  their  afTiftance  :  but 
the  moft  frequent  gueft  was  young  Mafter  Wild, 

who 
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who  had  been  educated  from  his  infancy  with  the 
Mifs  Snaps,  and  was,  by  all  the  neighbours,  allotted 
for  the  hufband  of  Mifs  Tifny,  or  Lstitia,  the 
voiinger  of  the  two  J  for  though,  being  his  coufin- 
gcri"nan>  Ihe  v/as  perhaps,  in  the  eye  of  a  ttricl  con- 
fcience,  fomewhat  too  nearly  related  to  him  j  yet 
the  old  people  on  both  fides,  though  fufficiently 
fcrupulous  in  nice  matters,  agreed  to  overlook  this 
obifclion. 

Men  of  great  genius  as  eafily  difcover  one  an- 
other, as  free-mafons  can.  It  was  therefore  no  won- 
der that  the  Count  foon  conceived  an  inclination  to 
an  intimacy  with  our  young  hero,  whofe  vafl  abilities 
could  not  be  concealed  from  one  of  the  Count's  dif- 
cernment :  for  though  this  latter  was  fo  expert  at 
his  cards,  that  he  v/as  proverbially  faid  to  -play  the 
•ujhole  ganUi  he  was  no  match  for  Mader  Wild,  who, 
inexperienced  as  he  was,  notwithftanding  all  the 
art,  the  dexterity,  and  often  the  fortune  of  his  ad- 
verfary,  never  failed  to  fend  him  away  from  the 
table  with  lefs  in  his  pocket  than  he  brought  to  it, 
for  indeed  Langfanger  himfelf  couid  not  have  ex- 
trafted  a  purfe  with  more  ingenuity  than  our  young 
hero. 

His  hands  made  frequent  vifits  to  the  Count's 
pocket,  before  the  latter  had  entertained  any  fufpi- 
cion  of  him,  imputing  the  feveral  lofles  he  fufbainedj' 
rather  to  the  innocent  and  fprightly  frolick  of  Mifs 
Dofny,  or  Theodofia,  with  which,  as  flie  indulged 
him  with  little  innocent  freedoms  about  her  perfon 
in  return,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  be  content- 
ed ;  but  one  night,  when  Wild  imagined  the  Count 
aflcep,  he  made  fo  unguarded  an  attack  upon  him, 
that  the  other  caught  him  in  the  fa6l :  however,  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  acquaint  him  with  the  dif- 
covery  he  had  made  ;  but,  preventing  him  from  any 
booty  at  that  time,  he  only  took  care  for  the  future 
to  button  his  pockets,  vid  to  pack  the  cards  with 
double  induftry. 

So 
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So  far  was  this  dete(5lion  from  caufing  any  quar- 
rel between  tliefe  two  Prigs  *,  that  in  reality  it  re- 
commended them  to  each  other  :  for  a  wife  man, 
that  is  to  fay  a  rogue,  confiders  a  trick,  in  life,  as  a 
gameiler  doth  a  trick  at  play.     It  fets  him  on  his 
guard  J  but  he  admires  the  dexterity  of  him  who 
plays  it.     Thefe  therefore,  and  many  other  fuch  in- 
llances  of  ingenuity,   operated  fo  violently  on   the 
Count,  that,   notwithftanding   the   difparity    which, 
age,  tide,  and  above  all  drefs,  had  fet  between  them, 
he  refolved  to  enter  into  an  acquaintance  with  Wild. 
This  foon  produced  a  perfect  intimacy,  and  that  a 
friendfliip,    which   had   a  longer   duration  than    i3 
common  to  that  paflion  between  perfons  who  only 
propofe  to  themfelves  the  common  advantages  of 
eating,  drinking,  whoring,  or  borrowing  money; 
which  ends,  as  they  foon  fail,  fo  doth  the  friendfhip 
founded  upon  them.     Mutual  interell,  the  greateft 
of  all  purpofes,  was  the  cement  of  this  alliance,  whicK 
nothing,  of  confequence^  but  fuperior  intereft  was 
capable  of  diflblving. 

CHAP.    V. 

Jl  dialogue  between  young  Majier  Wild  and  Count  La 
Rufe,  which y  having  extended  to  the  rejoinder j  had 
a  very  quiet ^  eafy,  and  natural  conclufton, 

ONE  evening  after  the  Mifs  Snaps  were  retired 
to  reft,  the  Count  thus  addrelTed  himfeif  to 
J^oung  Wild  :  ^^  You  cannot,  I  apprehend,  Mr* 
**  Wild,  be  fuch  a  ftranger  to  your  own  great  capa- 
**  city,  as  to  be  furprifed  when  I  tell  you  I  have 
*'  often  viewed,  with  a  mixture  of  aftoniftiment  and 
"  concern,  your  (hining  qualities  confined  to  a  fphere> 
**  where  they  can  never  reach  the  eyes  of  thofe  who 
*'  would  introduce  them  properly  into  the  world, 
"  and  raife  you  to  an  eminence,  where  you  may 
•  Thieves, 

Vol.  IV,  I  «  blaze; 
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**  blaze  out  of  the  admiration  of  all  men.  I  aflure 
"  you  I  am  pleafed  with  my  captivity,  when  I  re- 
"  fieft,  I  am  likely  to  owe  to  it  an  acquaintance,  and 
*'  I  hope  friendfhip,  with  the  greateft  genius  of  my 
"  age  i  and,  what  is  ftiil  more,  when  I  indulge  m.y 
**  vanity  with  a  profpeft  of  drawing  from  obfcu- 
"  rity  (pardon  the  exprefTion)  fuch  talents  as  were, 
•*  I  believe,  never  before  like  to  have  been  buried 
in  it:  for  I  make  no  queflion,  but,  at  my  dif- 
charge  from  confinement,  which  will  now  foon 
happen,  I  fhall  be  able  to  introduce  you  into 
company,  where  you  may  reap  the  advantage  of 
*'  your  fuperior  parts. 

"  I  wfLL  bring  you  acquainted,  Sir,  with  thofe, 
*'  who,  as  they  are  capable  of  fetting  a  true  value 
**  on  fuch  qualifications,  fo  they  will  have  it  both 
*'  in  their  power  and  inclination  to  prefer  you  for 
"  them.  Such  an  introdudion  is  the  only  advan- 
*'  tage  you  want,  without  which  your  merit  might 
**  be  your  misfortune  j  for  thofe  abilities  which 
*'  would  entitle  you  to  honour  and  profit  in  a  fupe- 
"  rior  ftation,  may  render  you  only  obnoxious  to 
'^  danger  and  difgrace  in  a  lower.'* 

Mr.  Wild  anfwered :  "  Sir,  I  am  not  infenfible 
"  of  my  obligations  to  you,  as  well  for  the  over- 
value you  have  let  on  my  fmall  abilities,  as  for 
the  kindnefs  you  exprefs  in  offering  to  introduce 
me  among  my  fuperiors.  I  muft  own,  my  father 
hath  often  perfuaded  me  to  pufli  myfelf  into  the 
company  of  my  betters  j  but,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
*'  have  an  aukward  pride  in  my  nature,  which  is 
"  better  pleafed  with  being  at  the  head  of  the  lowed: 
*'■  clafs,  than  at  the  bottom  of  the  higheft.  Permit 
"  me  to  fay,  though  the  idea  may  be  fomewhat 
"  coarfe,  I  had  rather  ftand  on  the  fummit  of  a 
**  dunghill,  than  at  the  bottom  of  a  hill  in  Paradife  > 
"  I  have  always  thought  it  fignifies  little  into  what 
"  rank  of  life  I  am  thrown,  provided  I  make  a  great 
*'  figure  therein,  and  fliould  be  as  well  facisfied 
4  ♦*  with 
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*'  with  exerting  my  talents  well  at  the  head  of  a 
*'  fmall  party  or  gang,  as  in  the  command  of  a 
''  mighty  army  :  for  I  am  far  from  agreeing  with 
*'  you,  that  great  parts  are  often  loll  in  a  low  fitua- 
"  tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced  it  is  im- 
"  poflible  they  (hould  be  lofl:.  I  have  often  per- 
*'  fuaded  myfelf  that  there  were  not  fewer  than  a 
"  thoufarid  in  Alexander's  troops  capable  of  pcr- 
"  forming  what  Alexander  himfelf  did. 

"  But  becaufc  fuch  fpirits  were  not  elected  or* 
"  deftined  to  an  iiTiperial  command,  are  we  there- 
*'  fore  to  imagine  they  came  off  without  a  booty  ? 
*'  Or  that  they  contented  themfelves  with  the  fhare 
*'  in  common  with  their  comrades  ?  Surely,  no.  In 
**  civil  life,  doubtlefs,  the  fame  genius,  the  fame 
«f  endowments  have  often  compole(i  the  ftatefman 
"  and  the  Prig :  for  fo  we  call  what  the  vulgar 
*'  name  a  Thief.  The  fame  parts,  the  fame  ac- 
«'  tions  often  promote  men  to  the  head  of  fuperior 
"  focieties,  which  raifc  them  to  the  head  of  lower; 
*<  and  where  is  the  effential  difference,  if  the  one 
*'  ends  on  Tower-hill,  and  the  other  at  Tyburn  ? 
"  Hath  the  block  any  preference  to  the  gallows^  or 
'*  the  ax  to  the  halter,  but  was  given  therrl  by  the 
*'  ill-guided  judgment  of  men  ?  You  will  pardon 
"  me  therefore,  if  I  am  not  fo  haftily  inflamed  with 
*'  the  common  outfide  of  things,  nor  join  the  gene- 
"  ral  opinion  in  preferring  one  date  to  another.  A 
«*  guinea  is  as  valuable  in  a  leathern  as  in  an  em- 
''  broidered  purfe  j  and  a  cod's  head  is  a  cod's 
**  head  (till,  whether  in  a  pewter  or  a  filver  difli." 

The  Count  replied  as  follows :  "  What  you  have 
"  now  faid  doth  not  leffen  my  idea  of  your  capacity  ; 
"  but  confirms  my  opinion  of  the  ill  effects  of  bad 
"  and  low  company.  Can  any  man  doubt,  whether 
'*  it  is  better  to  be  a  great  ftatefman,  or  a  common 
**  thief?  I  have  often  heard  that  the  devil  ufed  to 
**  fay,  where,  or  to  whom,  I  know  not,  that  it  was 
**  better  to  reign  in  Hell,  than  to  be  a  valet  de 
la  "  chambre 
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**  chambre  in  Heaven,  and  perhaps  he  was  in  thft 
*'  right  i  but  fure  if  lie  had  had  the  choice  of  reign- 
*'  ing  in  either,  he  would  have  chofen  better.  The 
"  truth  therefore  is,  that  bv  low  converfation  we 
*'  contract  a  greater  awe  for  high  things  than  they 
^*  deferve.  We  decline  great  purfuits  not  from 
'*  contempt,  but  defpair.  The  man  who  prefers 
"  the  high  road  to  a  more  reputable  way  of  making 
*^  his  fortune,  doth  it  becaufe  he  imagines  the  one 
"  eaficr  than  the  other;  but  you  yourfelf  have  al- 
^'  fcrted,  and  with  undoubted  truth,  that  the  fame 
**  abilities  qualify  you  for  undertaking,  and  the 
"  fame  means  will  bring  you  to  your  end  in  both 
*^  journies;  as,  in  mufic,  it  is  the  fame  tune,  whe- 
"  ther  you  play  it  in  a  hij^her  or  a  lower  key.  To 
"  inftance  in  fome  particulars  :  Is  it  not  the  fame 
"  qualifications  which  enables  this  man  to  hire 
<'  himfelf  as  a  fervant,  and  to  get  into  the  confi- 
"  dence  and  fecrets  of  his  mafter,  in  order  to  rob 
*'  him,  and  that  to  undertake  trulls  of  the  higheft 
"  nature  with  a  defign  to  break  and  betray  them  ? 
"  Is  it  lefs  difficult  by  falfe  tokens  to  deceive  a 
*'  fnopkeeper  into  the  delivery  of  his  goods,  which 
*'  you  afterwards  run  away  with,  than  to  impofe 
"  upon  him  by  outward  fplendor,  and  the  appear- 
*^  ance  of  fortune,  into  a  credit  by  which  you  gain, 
*'  and  he  lofes  twenty  times  as  much.  Doth  it  noc 
"  require  more  dexterity  in  the  fingers  to  draw  out 
'*  a  man's  purfe  from  his  pocket,  or  to  take  a  lady's 
**  watcii  Irom  her  fide,  without  being  perceived  of 
"  any  (an  excellence  in  which,  without  flattery,  I 
*^  am  perfuaded  you  have  no  fuperior)  than  to  cog 
«'  a  die,  or  to  fhuffle  a  pack  of  cards?  Is  not  as 
"  much  art,  as  many  excellent  qualities,  required 
'*  to  make  a  pimping  porter  2.t  a  common  bawdy- 
"  houfe,  as  would  enable  a  man  to  proftitute  his 
**  own  or  his  friend's  v/ife  or  child  ?  Doth  it  not  afk 
**  as  good  a  memory,  as  nimble  an  invention,  as 
"  fleady  a  countenance,  to  forfwear  yourfelf  ia 
**  Wellminfter-hall,  as  wpuld  furnifli  out  a  com- 

*'  pletc 
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"  plete  fool  of  fbate,  or  perhaps  a  ftatefman  hlm- 
*<*  felf  ?  k  is  needlefs  to  particularize  every  inftance; 
**   in  all  we  Ihall  find,  that  there  is  a  nearer  con- 
**  nection  between  high  and  low  life  than  is  gene- 
"  rally  imagined,  and  that  a  highwayman  is  entitled 
**  to  more  favour   with  the  great  than  he  iifually 
''  meets  with.    If  therefore,  as  I  think  I  have  prov- 
*'  ed,  the  fame  parts  which  qualify  a  man  for  emi- 
"  nence  in  a  low  fphere,  qualify  him  likewife  for 
"  eminence  in  a  higher,  fure  it  can  be  no  doubt  in 
"  which  he  would  chufe  to  exert  them.    Ambition, 
''  without  which  no  one  can   be  a  great  man,  will 
immediately  inftrudl  him,  in  your  own  phrafe,  to 
prefer  a  hill  in  paradife  to  a  dunghill ;   nay,  even 
fear,  a  pafllon  the  moft   repugnant  to  greatnefs, 
will  fliew  him  how  much  more  fafely  he  may  in- 
dulge himfelf  in  the  full  and  free  exertion  of  his 
mighty  abilities  in  the  higher,  than  in  the  lower 
rank  :  Since  experience  teaches  him,  that  there  is 
*«  a  crowd  of'tener  in  one  year  at  Tyburn,  than  on. 
<*  Tower-hiil  in  a  century."     Mr.  Wild  with  much 
Iblemnity  rejoined,  "  That  the  fame  capacity  which 
"  qualifies  a  Mill-ken  *,  a  Bridle-cull  f,  or  a  But^ 
^*  tock  and  File  J,  to  arrive  at  any  degree  of  emi- 
"  nence  in  his  profefilon,  would  likewile  raife  a  man 
*'  in  what  the  world  efteem  a  more  honourable  callr 
**  ing,  I  do  not  deny  ;  nay,  in  many  of  your  in- 
*'  ftances  it  is  evident,  that  more  ingenuity,  more 
"  art  is  neceffary  to  the  lower,  than  the  higher  pro- 
"  ficientb.     If  therefore  you  had  only  contended, 
"  that  every  Prig  might  be  a  ftatefman  if  he  pleaf- 
f^  ed,  I  had  readily  agreed  to  itj  but   when  you 
"^  conclude,  that  it   is   his   interefl:  to  be  fo,  that 
f  ambition  would  bid  him  take  that  alternative,  in 
**  a  v/ord,  that  a   ftatefman   is  greater  or  happier 
'*  than  a  Prig,  I   muft  deny   my  alfent.     Bur,  in 
*'  comparing  thefe  two  together,  we  muft  carefully 
^'  avoid  being  mifled  by  the  vulgar  erroneous  eftU 

*  A  Houfebreaker.  f  A  Highv^ayman. 

|.  A  Shoplifcer.     Terms  ufed  in  the  Cant  Pidionary. 
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''  mation  of  things :   for  mankind  err  in  difquifi- 
**  tions  of  this  nature,  as  phyficians  do,  who,  in 
**  confidering  the  operations  of  a  difeafe^  have  not  a 
*'  due  regard  to  the  age  and  complexion  of  the  pa- 
"  tient.     The  fame  degree  of  hear,  which  is  com- 
*'  mon  in  this  conftitution,  may  be  a  fever  in  that; 
**  in  the  fame  manner  that  which  may  be  riches  or 
**  honour  to  me,  may  be  poverty  or  difgrace  to  an- 
*'  other:  for  all  thefe  things  are  to  be  eltimated  by 
**  relation  to  the  perfon  who   poffefies  them,     A 
**  booty  of  lol.  looks  as  great  in  the  eye  of  a  Bri- 
**  die-cull,  and  gives  as  much  real  happinefs  to  his 
*^  fancy,  as  that  of  as  many  thoufands  to  the  ftatef- 
**  man  ;  and  doth  not  the  former  lay  out  his  acqui- 
*'  fitions  in  whores  and  fiddles,  with  much  greater 
*^  joy  and  mirth,  than  the  latter  in  palaces  and  pic- 
"  tures  ?  What  are  the  flattery,  the  falfe  compli- 
*'  ments  of  his   gang,  to  the  ftatefman,  when   he 
*'  himfelf  mud  condemn  his  own  blunders,  and  is 
**  obliged  againft  his  will  to  give  fortune  the  whole 
*'  honour  of  his  fuccefs  ?  what  is  the  pride,  refult- 
*'  ing  from  fuch  fham  applaufe,    compared  to  the 
**  fecret  fatisfadion  which  a  Prig  enjoys  in  his  mind 
'*  in  reflecting  on  a  well-contrived  and  well-execut- 
**  ed  fcheme  ?  Perhaps  indeed  the  greater  danger  is 
*'  on  the  Prig's  fide  j  but  then  you  muft  remember, 
f  that  the  greater  honour  is  fo  too.     When  I  men- 
•'  tion  honour,  I  mean  that  which  is  paid  them  by 
*'  their   gang  j  for   that   weak  part  of  the   world, 
*'  which  is  vulgarly  called  THE  WISE,  fee  both 
**  in  a  difadvantageous  and  difgraceful  light :  And 
as  the  Prig  enjoys  (and  merits  too)  the  greater 
degree  of  honour  from  his  gang,  fo  doth  he  fuf- 
**  fer  tiie  lefs  difgrace  from  the  world,  who  think 
his  m.ifdeeds,  as  they  call  them,  fufficiently  at  laft 
punifhed  with  a  halter,  which  at  once  puts  an  end 
f  to  his  pain  and  infamy  s  whereas  the  other  is  not 
"  only  hated  in  power,  but  detefl:ed  and  contemned 
**  at  the  fcaftoidi  and  fuiure  ^ges  vent  their  malice 
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*'  on  his  fame,  while  the  other  fleeps  quiet  and  for- 
"  gotten.     Befides,  Jet  us  a  little  confiderthe  fecret 

O  -    .  .      . 

«*  quiet  of  their  coniciences  ;  how  eal'y  is  the  refiec- 
**  tion  of  having  taken  a  few  fhillings  or  pounds 
**  from  a  ftranger,  without  any  breach  of  confi- 
*'  dence,  or  perhaps  any  great  harm  to  the  perfon 
*'  who  lofes  it,  compared  to  that  of  having  betray 
**  ed  a  public  trud,  and  ruined  the  fortunes  of  thou-» 
*'  fands,  perhaps  of  a  great  nation  ?  How  much 
'f  braver  is  an  attack  on  the  highway,  than  at  the 
**  gaming-table;  and  how  much  more  innocent  the 
*'  charader  of  a  b — dy-houfe  than  a  c — t  pimp?" 
He  was  eagerly  proceeding,  when,  cafting  his  eyes 
on  the  Count,  he  perceived  him  to  be  fall:  aileep  : 
wherefore  having  firft  picked  his  pocket  of  three 
fliillings,  then  gently  jogged  him,  in  order  to  take 
his  leave,  and  promifed  to  return  to  him  the  next 
morning  to  breakfaft,  they  feparated  :  the  Count 
retired  to  reft,  and  Mafter  Wild  to  a  night-cellar. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Further  conferences  hetvjeen  the  Count  and  Mr,  Wild^ 
with  other  matters  of  the  great  kind, 

TH  E  Count  miffed  his  money  the  next  morn-» 
ing,  and  very  well  knew  who  had  itj  but,  as 
he  knew  likewife  how  fruitlefs  would  be  any  com- 
plaint, he  chofe  to  pafs  it  by  without  mentioning 
it.  Indeed  it  may  appear  ftrange  to  fome  readers, 
that  thefe  gentlemen,  who  knew  each  other  to  be 
thieves,  fhould  never  once  give  the  lead  hint  of  this 
knowledge  in  all  their  difcourfe  together ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  fhould  have  the  words  honefty,  honour, 
and  friendfhip,  as  often  in  their  mouths  as  any  other 
men.  This,  I  fay,  may  appear  ftrange  to  fome ; 
but  thofe  who  have  lived  long  in  cities,  courts, 
gaols,  or  fuch  places,  will  perhaps  be  able  to  folve 
the  feeming  abfurdity, 

I  4  Whem 
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When  our  two  friends  met  the  next  morning,  th<J 
Count  (who,  though  he  did  not  agree  with  the  whole 
of  his  friend's  do6lrine,  was,  however,  highly  pleafed 
with  his  argument),  began  to  bewail  the  misfortune 
of  his  captivity,  and  the  backwardnefs  of  friends 
to  affifl:  each  other  in  their  neceffitiesj  but  what 
vexed  him,  he  faid,  m.oft,  was  the  cruelty  of  the 
fair  :  for  he  entrufted  V/ild  with  the  fecret  of  his 
having  had  an  intrigue  with  Mifs  Theodofia,  the 
elder  of  the  Mifs  Snaps,  ever  fince  his  confinement, 
though  he  could  not  prevail  with  her  to  fet  him  at 
liberty.  Wild  anfwered,  with  a  fmile  :  "  It  was  no 
"  wonder  a  woman  fliould  wifh  to  confine  her  lover 
**  v/here  flie  might  be  fure  of  having  him  entirely 
*'  to  herfelf  J  but  added,  he  believed  he  could  tell 
*'  him  a  method  of  certainly  procuring  his  efcape." 
The  Count  eagerly  btfought  him  to  acquaint  him 
y/ith  it.  Wild  told  him,  bribery  was  the  fureft 
means,  and  advifed  him  to  apply  to  the  maid.  The 
Count  thanked  him,  but  returned,  "  That  he  had 
"  not  a  farthing  left  befides  one  guinea,  which  he 
*'  had  then  given  her  to  change."  To  which  Wild 
Jaid,  "  He  mult  make  in  up  with  promifes,  whiclj 
**  he  fuppofed  he  was  courtier  enough  to  know  how 
**  to  put  off."  The  Count  greatly  applauded  the 
advice,  and  faid,  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  able  in  time 
to  perl'uade  him  to  condefcend  to  be  a  great  man, 
for  which  he  was  fo  perfeftly  well  qualified. 

This  method  being  concluded  on,  the  two  friends 
fat  down  to  cards,  a  circumftance  which  I  fhould 
not  have  mentioned,  but  for  the  fake  of  obferving 
the  prodigious  force  of  habit ;  for,  though  the  Count 
knew,  if  he  won  ever  fo  much  of  Mr.  Wild,  he 
{hould  not  receive  a  ihilling,  yet  could  he  not  re- 
frain from  packing  the  cards;  nor  could  Wild  keep 
his  hands  out  of  his  friend's  pockets,  though  he  knew 
^here  was  nothing  in  them. 

When  the  maid  came  home,  the  Count  began  to 
put  it  to  heri  offered  her  all  he  hadj  and  promif^d 
>"'■■■■■         '  moun- 
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mountains  in  ftiluro;  but  all  in  vain,  the  maid's  ho- 
nefly  was  impregnable.  She  faid,  "  She  would  not 
f^  break  her  trult  for  the  whole  world;  no  not  if  fhc 
*'  could  gain  a  hundred  pound  by  it."  Upon 
which  Wild  ftepping  up,  and  telling  her:  "  She 
*^  need  not  fear  lofing  her  place,  for  it  would  never 
**  be  found  out;  that  they  could  throw  a  pair  of 
'^  fheets  into  the  flreet,  by  which  it  might  appear  he 
*'  got  out  at  a  window;  that  he  himfelf  would  fwear 
*'  he  faw  him  defcending ;  that  the  money  would  be 
**  fo  much  gains  in  her  pocket ;  that,  befides  his 
f^  promifes,  which  flie  might  depend  on  being  per- 
f'  formed,  ihe  would  receive  from  him  twenty  (hil- 
^'  lings  and  ninepence  -in  ready  money  (for  fhe  had 
"  only  laid  our  threepence  in  plain  Spanifh),  and  laft- 
•*'  lyj  that,  beiides  his  honour,  the  Count  fliould  leave? 
'*  a  pair  of  gold  buttons  (which  afterwards  turned 
**  out  to  be  brafs)  of  great  value  in  her  hands,  as  a 
**  further  pawn." 

The  maid  ftill  remained  inflexible,  till  Wild  of- 
fered to  lend  his  friend  a  guinea  more,  and  to  de- 
pofit  it  immediately  in  her  hands.  This  reinforce- 
ment bore  down  the  poor  girl's  refolution,  and  flie 
faithfully  promifed  to  open  the  door  to  the  Count 
that  evening. 

Thus  did  our  young  hero  not  only  lend  his  rheto- 
ric, which  few  people  care  to  do  v/ithout  a  fee,  but 
his  money  too,  a  fum  which  many  a  good  man  would 
have  made  fifty  excufes  before  he  would  have  parted 
with,  to  his  friend,  and  procured  him  his  liberty. 

But  it  would  be  highly  derogatory  from  the 
GR2AT  character  of  Wild,  fhould  the  reader  imagine 
he  lent  fuch  a  fum  to  a  friend  without  the  leaft  view 
of  ferving  himfelf.  As,  therefore,  the  reader  may 
eafily  account  for  it  in  a  manner  more  advantageous 
to  our  hero's  reputation,  by  concluding  that  he  had 
fome  interefted'view  in  the  Count's  enlargement,  we 
hope  he  will  judge  with  charity,  eipecially  as  the  fe- 
quel  makes  it  not  only  reafonable,  but  neceflary,  to 
fuppofe  he  had  fome  fuch  view, 

Along 
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A  LONG  intimacy  and  friendfliip  fubfifted  between 
the  Count  and  Mr.  Wild,  who,  being  by  the  advice 
of  the  Count  drefled  in  good  clothes,  was  by  him 
introduced  into  the  beft  company.  They  conftantly 
frequented  the  aflemblies,  auctions,  gaming-tables, 
and  playhoules;  at  which  laft  they  faw  two  ads 
every  night,  and  then  retired  without  paying,  this 
being,  it  I'eems,  an  immemorial  privilege  which  the 
beaus  of  the  town  prefcribe  for  to  themfelves.  This, 
however,  did  not  fuit  Wild's  temper,  who  called  it 
a  cheat,  and  objefled  againft  it,  as  requiring  no  dex- 
terity but  what  every  blockhead  might  put  in  exe- 
cution. He  faid  it  was  a  cuflom  very  much  favour- 
ing of  the  Sneaking-budge  *,  but  neither  io  honour- 
able nor  fo  ingenious. 

Wild  now  made  a  confiderable  figure,  and  paffed 
for  a  gentleman  of  great  fortune  in  the  funds.  Wo- 
men of  quality  treated  him  with  great  familiarity, 
young  ladies  began  to  fpread  their  charms  for  him, 
when  an  accident  happened  that  put  a  ftop  to  his 
continuance  in  a  way  of  life  too  infipid  and  inadive 
to  afford  employment  for  thofe  great  talents,  which 
were  defigned  to  make  a  much  more  confiderable 
figure  in  the  world,  than  attends  the  charadler  of* 
beau  or  a  pretty  gentleman, 

CHAP.    VII. 

JVir.  Wild  fets  out  on  his  travels,  and  returns  home 
again.  A  very  Jhort  chapter,  containing  infinitely 
more  time  and  lefs  matter  than  any  other  in  the  whole 
fory, 

WE  are  forry  we  cannot  indulge  our  reader's  cu- 
riofity  with  a  full  and  perfed  account  of  this 
accident  j  but  as  there  are  fuch  various  accounts,  one 
of  which  only  can  be  true,  and  poflibly,  and  indeed 
probably  nones  initead  of  following  the  general  me- 

*  Shop-lifting. 

thod 
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thod  of  hiftorians,  who  in  fuch  cafes  fet  down  the  va- 
rious reports,  and  leave  to  your  own  conjediure  which 
you  will  chufe,  we  fliall  pafs  them  all  over. 

Certain  it  is,  that  whatever  this  accident  was,  ic 
determined  our  hero's  father  to  fend  his  fon  imme- 
diately abroad,  for  {even  years  ;  and  which  ma/ 
feem  fomewhat  remarkable,  to  his  majelly's  planta- 
tions in  America,  That  part  of  the  world  being, 
as  he  faid,  freer  from  vices  than  the  courts  and  cities 
of  Europe,  and  confequently  lefs  dangerous  to  cor- 
rupt a  young  man's  morals.  And  as  for  the  advan- 
tages, the  old  gentleman  thought  they  were  equal 
there  with  thofe  attained  in  the  politer  climates;  for 
travelling,  he  faid,  was  travelling  in  one  part  of  the 
world  as  well  as  another:  It  confiiled  in  being  fuch  a 
time  from  home,  and  in  traverfing  fo  many  leagues  ; 
and  appealed  to  experience,  whether  moftof  our  tra- 
vellers in  France  and  Italy,  did  not  prove  at  their 
return,  that  they  might  have  been  fent  as  profitably 
to  Norway  and  Greenland  ? 

According  to  thefe  refolutions  of  his  flither,  the 
young  gentleman  went  aboard  a  fhip,  and  with  a  great 
deal  of  good  company,  fet  out  for  the  American  he- 
niifphere.  The  exa6l  time  of  his  ftay  is  fomewhat 
uncertain  j  molt  probably  longer  than  was  intended  : 
But  howfoever  long  his  abode  there  was,  it  muft  be 
a  blank  in  this  hiftory  ;  as  the  whole  ftory  contains 
not  one  adventure  worthy  the  reader's  notice  ;  being, 
indeed,  a  continued  fcene  of  whoring,  drinking, 
and  removing  from  one  place  to  another. 

To  confefs  a  truth,  we  are  fo  alhamed  of  the  Ihort- 
nefs  of  this  chapter,  that  we  would  have  done  a  vio- 
lence to  our  hiftory,  and  have  inferted  an  adventure 
or  two  of  fome  other  traveller :  To  which  purpofe 
>ve  borrowed  the  journals  of  feveral  young  gentle- 
men who  have  lately  made  the  tour  of  Europe ;  but 
to  our  great  forrow,  could  not  extradt  a  fingle  inci- 
dent ftrong  enough  to  juftify  the  theft  to  our  con* 
fcience. 

When 
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When  we  confider  the  ridiculous  figure  this  chap- 
ter mufl  make,  being  the  hiftory  of  no  lefs  than  eight 
years,  our  only  comfort  is,  that  the  hiilories  of  Tome 
men's  lives,  and  perhaps  of  fome  men  who  have 
made  a  noife  in  the  world,  are  in  reality  as  abfolutc 
blanks  as  the  travels  of  our  hero.  As,  therefore,  we 
fhall  make  fufficient  amends  in  the  fequel  for  this 
inanity,  we  Ihall  haften  on  to  matters  of  true  im- 
portance, and  immenfe  greatnefs.  At  prefent  we 
content  ourfelves  with  fetting  down  our  hero  where 
we  took  him  up,  after  acquainting  our  reader  that 
he  went  abroad,  ftaid  feven  years,  and  then  came 
iaome  again. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

^n  adve'/Jture  vjhere  Wild,  in  the  divifion  of  the 
bootyy  exhibits  an  cjionijfmig  injlance  of  Great- 
ness. 

TH  E  Count  was  one  night  very  fuccefsful  at  the 
hazard-table,  where  Wild,  who  was  juft  re- 
turned from  his  travels,  was  then  prefent  j  as  was 
likewife  a  young  gentleman  whofe  name  was  Bob 
Bagfhot,  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Wild's,    and  of 
whom  he  entertained  a  great  opinion  j  taking  there- 
fore Mr.  Bagfhot  ande,   he  advifed  him  to  provide 
himfelf  (if  he  had  them  not  about  him)  with  a  cafe 
of  piftols,  and  to  attack  the  Count,  in  his  way  home, 
promifing  to  plant  himfeif  near  with  the  fame  arms, 
as  a  Corps  de  Referve,  and  to  come  up  on  occafion. 
This   was   accordingly   executed,    and    the   Count 
obliged  to  furrender  to  favage  force  what  he  had  in 
fo  genteel  and  civil  a  manner  taken  at  play. 

And  as  it  is  a  wife  and  philofophical  obfervation, 
that  one  misfortune  never  comes  alone,  the  Count 
had  hardly  pafiTed  the  examination  of  Mr.  Bagfhot, 
when  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Snap,  who,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Wild  thp  elder,  and  one  or  two 
more  gentlemen,  being,  it  feems,  thereto  wdl  war- 
ranted. 
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ranted,  laid  hold  of  the  unfortunate  Count,  and  con* 
veyed  him  back  to  the  fame  houfe,  from  wliich,  by  the 
afTiftance  of  his  good  friend  he  had  formerly  efcaped. 

Mr.  Wild  and  Mr.  Bagfhot  went  together  to  the 
tavern, where  Mr.  Bagfhot  (generoufly,  as  he  thought) 
offered  to  Ihare  the  booty,  and  having  divided  the 
money  into  two  unequal  heaps,  and  added  a  golden 
fnuff-box  to  the  lelTer  heap,  he  defired  Mr,  Wild 
to  take  his  choice. 

Mr.  Wild  immediately  conveyed  the  larger  fhare 
of  the  ready  into  his  pocker,  according  to  an  excellent 
maxim  of  his  :  "  Firfl  fecure  what  fhare  you  can, 
*'  before  you  wrangle  for  the  refl: :"  And  then, 
turning  to  his  companion,  he  aflced  him,  with  a  (tern 
countenance,  vyhether  he  intended  to  keep  all  that  fum 
tohimfelf?  Mr.  Bagfhot  anfwered  with  fome  fur- 
prize,  that  he  thought  Mr.  Wild  had  no  reafon  to 
complain  :  for  it  was  furely  fair,  at  leaft  on  his  parr, 
to  content  himfelf  with  an  equal  fliare  of  the  booty, 
who  had  taken  the  whole.  "  I  grant  you  took  it," 
replied  Wild",  "  but,  pray,  who  propofed  or  counfelled 
"  the  taking  it  ?  Can  you  fay,  that  you  have  done 
"  more  than  executed  my  fcheme  ?  and  might  not 
"  I,  if  I  had  pleafed,  have  employed  another,  fmce 
'^  you  well  know  there  v/as  not  a  gentleman  in  the 
*'  room  but  would  have  taken  the  money,  if  he  had 
"  known  how  conveniently  and  fifely  to  do  it  ?  That 
**  is  very  true  (returned  Bagfliot),  but  did  not  I  exe- 
"  cute  the  fcheme,  did  not  I  run  the  whole  rifque  ? 
**  Should  not  I  have  fuftered  the  whole  punifhment 
*'  if  I  had  been  taken,  and  is  not  the  labourer  vv-orthy 
*'  of  his  hire  ?"  "  Doubtlefs  (fays  Jonathan),  he  is  fo, 
**  and  your  hire  I  fhall  not  refufe  you,  which  is  all 
'*  that  the  labourer  is  entitled  to,  or  ever  enjoys.  I 
"  remember  when  I  was  at  fchool  co  have  heard  fome 
*'  verfes,  which  for  the  excellence  of  their  do6trine 
**  made  an  impreffion  on  me,  purporting  that  the 
"  birds  of  the  air,  and  the  beafts  of  the  field,  work 
*'  not  for  themfelves.  It  is  true,  the  farmer  allows  fod- 

«  der 
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*'  der  ro  his  oxen,  and  pafture  to  his  fheep;  but  it  is 
*«  for  his  own  fervice,  not  theirs.  In  the  fame  manner 
*'  the  ploughman,   the   fhepherd,    the  weaver,    the 
*<  builder,  and  the  foldier,   work  not  for  themfelves 
**  but  others  j  they  are  contented  with  a  poor  pittance 
"  (the  labourer's  hire),  ar>d  permit  us,  the  Great,  to 
"  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labours.     Afiflotle,  as  my 
«*  mafter  told   us,    hath  plainly  proved,  in  the  firft 
"  book  of  his  politics,  that  the  low,   mean,  ufeful. 
«'  part  of  mankind,  are  born    flaves  to  the  wills  of 
*«  their  fuperiors,  and  are  indeed  as  much  their  pro- 
«'  perty  as  the  cattle.  It  is  well  faid  of  us,  the  higher 
*f  order  of  mortals,  that  we  are  born  only  to  devour 
*f  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ;  and  it  may  be  as  well  faid 
**  of  the  lower  clafs,  that  they  are  born  only  to  pro- 
"  duce  them  for  us.    Is  not  the  battle  gained  by  the 
*f  f\Veat  and  danger  of  the  common  foldier  ?  are  not 
«'  the  honour  and  fruits  of  the  vi(flory  the  general's 
*f  who  laid  the  fcheme  ?  Is  not  the  houfe  built  by 
"  the  labour  of  the  carpenter,  and  the  bricklayer  ?  Is 
<«  it  not  built  for  the  profit  only  of  the  architefl,  and 
"  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitant,  who  could  not  eafily 
"  have  placed  one  brick  upon  another  ?    Is  not  the 
*«  cloth,  or  the  filk,  wrought  into  its  form,  and  va- 
"  riegated  with  ail  the  beauty  of  colours,  by  thofe 
"  who   are  forced  to  content  themifelves    with  the 
**  coarfeft  and  viled  part  of  their  work,  v/hilethe  pro- 
«*  fit  and  enjoyment  of  their  labours  fall  to  the  fhare 
*'  of  others  ?   Cad  your  eye  abroad,  and  fee  who  is 
*«  it  lives  in  the  moll  magnificent  buildings,  feafts 
"  his  palate  with  the  moft  luxurious  dainties,  his  eyes 
"  with  the  moft  beautiful   fculpturcs    and   delicate 
*'  paintings,    and  clothes  himfelf  in   the  fineft  and 
«'  richeft  apparel  j  and  tell  me,  if  all  thefe  do  not  fall 
^*  to  his  lot,  who  had  not  any  the  leaft  fliare  in  pro- 
"  ducinp-  all  thefe  conveniencies,   nor  the  leaft  abi- 
"  lity  fo  to  do  ?  Why  then   fliould  the  ftate  of  a 
it  *  Prig  differ  from  all  others  ?  Or  why  (hould  you,. 
•  A  Thief. 

«*  who 
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"  who  are  the  labourer  only,  the  executor  of  my 
**  fcheme,  exped  a  fliare  in  the  profit  ?  Be  advifed, 
*^  therefore,  deliver  the  whole  booty  to  me,  and 
"  truft  to  my  bounty  for  your  reward."  Mr.  Bag- 
Ihot  was  Ibmetime  filent,  and  looked  like  a  man 
thunderftruck:  Butaclaft:  recovering  himfelf  from  his 
furprize,  he  thus  began  :  "  If  you  think,  Mr.  Wild, 
"  by  the  force  of  your  arguments  to  get  the  money 
*^  out  of  my  pocket,  you  are  greatly  miltaken.  What 

"  is  all  this  fluff  to  me  ?   D n  me,  I  am  a  maa 

"  of  hoaour,  and  though  I  can't  talk  as  well  as  you, 
<c  by  Q —  you  fliall  not  make  a  fool  of  mej  and  if 
*'  you  take  me  for  one,  I  muft  tell  you,  you  are  a 
*'  rafcal."  At  which  words,  he  laid  his  hand  to  his 
piftol.  Wild  perceiving  the  little  fuccefs  the  great 
ftrength  of  his  argum.ents  had  met  with,  and  the 
hafty  temper  of  his  friend,  gave  over  his  defign  for 
the  prefent,  and  told  Bagfliot,  he  was  only  in  Jeft. 
But  this  coolnefs  with  which  he  treated  the  other's 
flame  had  rather  the   effe6t   of  oil  than  of  water. 

Bagfhot  replied  in  a  rage,  "D- n  me,  I  don't  like 

"  fuch  jefts  ;  I  fee  you  are  a  pitiful  rafcal,  and  a 
"  fcoundrel."  Wild,  with  a  philofophy  worthy  of 
great  admiration,  returned,  *^  As  for  your  abufe,  I 
<«  have  no  regard  to  it ;  but  to  convince  you,  I  am 
*<  not  afraid  of  you,  let  us  lay  the  whole  booty  on  the 
'*  table,  and  let  the  conqueror  take  it  all."  And 
having  fo  faid,  he  drew  out  his  ihining  hanger,  whofe 
glittering  fo  dazzled  the  eyes  of  Bagfliot,  that,  in  a 
tone  entirely  altered,  he  faid,  "No!  he  was  contented 
"  with  what  he  had  already;  that  it  was  mighty  ri- 
"  diculous  in  them  to  quarrel  among  themfelvesj 
*'  that  they  had  common  enemies  enough  abroad, 
*'  againft  whom  they  (houid  unite  their  common 
**  force  ;  that  if  he  had  miltaken  Wild,  he  was  forry 
"  for  it ;  and  as  for  a  jeft,  he  could  take  a  jefl:  as  well 
**  as  another."  Wild,  who  had  a  wonderful  knack 
of  difcovcring  and  applying  to  the  paffions  of  men, 
beginning  now  to  have  a  little  infrght  into  hh  friend, 

and 
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and  to  conceive  what  arguments  would  make  th^ 
quickefl  impretrion  oti  him,  cried  out  in  a  loudr 
voice,  "That  he  h;id  bullied  him  into  drawing  Wis 
*'  hanger,  and  fince  it  v/as  out,  he  would  not  put  it  up 
"  without  fatisfaction/'  "  What  fatisfaftion  would 
"  you  have  ?"  (anlwered  the  other.)"  *'  Your  money 
"  or  your  blood,"  faid  Wild.  "  Why  lookye,  Mr, 
"  Wild  (laid  Bagfiiot),  if  you  want  to  borrow  a 
"  little  ot'  my  pare,  fince  I  know  you  to  be  a  man  of 
"  honour,  I  don't  care  if  I  lend  you  : — For  though* 
"  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  man  living,  yet  rather  than 
<*  break  with  a  friend,  and  as  it  may  be  neceffary  for 
*«  your  occafions" — Wild,  who  often  declared  that  he 
looked  upon  borrowing  to  be  as  good  a  way  of  taking 
as  any,  and,  as  he  called  it,  the  genteeleft  kind  of 
Sneaking-budge,  putting  up  his  hanger  and  fhaking 
his  friend  by  the  hand,  told  him,  he  had  hit  the  nail 
on  the  head  ;  it  was  really  his  prefent  necefllty  only 
that  prevailed  with  him  againft  his  will  j  for  that  his 
honour  was  concerned  to  pay  a  confiderable  fum  the 
next  morning.  Upon  which  contenting  himfelf  with 
one  half  of  Baglhoc's  Ihare,  fo  that  he  had  three 
parts  in  four  of  the  whole,  he  cook  leave  of  his  com- 
panion, and  retired  to  reft. 

CHAP.     IX. 

Wild  pi^ys  a  vijit  to  Mifs  Lastitia  Snap.  A  defcriptkn 
of  that  lovely  young  creature y  and  the  fuccefdefs  ijfue 
cf  Mr.  WiiVl'j  addreJJ'es. 

TH  E  next  morning  when  our  hero  waked,  he 
began  to  think  of  paying  a  vrfit  to  Mifs  Tilhy 
Snap  J  a  woman  of  great  merit,  and  of  as  great 
generofity ;  yet  Mr.  Wild  found  a  prefent  was  ever 
moft  welcome  to  herj  as  being  a  token  of  rciped  in 
her  lover*  He  therefore  went  dircflly  to  a  toy- 
Ihop,  and  there  purchafed  a  genteel  fnufF-box,  '<vith 
which  he  waited  upon  his  miilrefsi   v.hom  he  found 

ia 
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in  the  mod  beautiful  undrefs.  Her  lovely  hair 
hung  wantonly  over  her  forehead,  being  neither  white 
with,  nor  yet  free  from  powder;  a  neat  double 
clout,  which  feeined  to  have  been  worn  a  few  weeks 
only,  was  pinned  under  her  chin  ;  fome  remains 
of  that  arc  with  which  ladies  improve  nature,  llione 
•on  her  cheeks :  her  body  was  loofely  attired,  with- 
out ftays  or  junnps;  fo  that  her  breafts  had  uncon- 
trolled liberty  to  difplay  their  beauteous  orbs,  which 
they  did  as  low  as  her  girdle  j  a  thin  covering  of  a 
rumpled  muQin  handkerchief  almoft  hid  them  from 
the  eyes,  fave  in  a  few  parts,  where  a  good-natured. 
hole  gave  opportunity  to  the  naked  breafi:  to  appear. 
Her  gown  was  a  fattin  of  a  whitifh  colour,  with 
about  a  dozen  little  filver  fpots  upon  it,  fo  artifi- 
cially interwoven  at  great  diftance,  that  they  looked 
as  if  they  had  fallen  there  by  chance.  This  flying 
open,  difcovered  a  fine  yellow  petticoat,  beautifully 
edged  round  the  bottom  vv^ith  a  narrow  piece  of 
half  gold  lace,  which  was  nov/  almoft  become 
fringe  :  beneath  this  appeared  another  petticoac 
ftiffcned  with  whalebone,  vulgarly  called  a  hoop, 
which  hung  fix  inches  at  leaft  below  the  other  ;  and 
under  this  again  appeared  an  under-garmenc  of  that 
colour  which  Ovid  intends  when  he  fays. 


>^J  color  albiis  erc.t  nunc  ejl  cofUrarhis  alho. 


She  likewife  difplayed  two  pretty  feet  covered  with 
filk,  and  adorned  v.-ith  hce ;  and  tied,  the  right 
■with  a  handfome  piece  of  blue  riband  j  the  hky 
as  more  unworthy,  with  a  piece  of  yellow  ftuff, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  a  ftrip  of  her  upper-pet- 
ticoat. Such  was  the  lovely  creature  Vv'hom  Mr, 
Wild  attended.  She  received  him  at  firft  with  fome 
of  that  coldnefs  which  women  of  ftrifl  virtue  by  a 
commendable,  though  fometimes  painful  reflrainr, 
enjoin  them.l*;lyes  to  their  lovers.  The  fnuff-box 
Vol.  IV,  K  being 
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being  produced,  was  at  firft  civilly,  and  indeed,  gently 
refiifed  ;  but  on  a  fecond  application  accepted.  The 
tea-table  was  foon  called  For,  at  which  a  difcourfe 
pafled  between  thefe  young  lovers,  which,  could  we 
fet  it  down  with  any  accuracy,  would  be  very  edi- 
fying as  well  as  entertaining  to  our  reader;  let  it 
fuffice  then  that  the  wit,  together  with  the  beauty  of 
this  young  creature,  fo  inflamed  the  palTion  of  Wild, 
which,  though  an  honourable  fort  of  a  paQion,  was  at 
the  fame  time  fo  extremely  violent,  that  it  tranfport- 
ed  him  to  freedoms  toooffenfive  to  the  nice  chaftiry 
of  Lastitia,  who  was,  to  confefs  the  truth,  more  in- 
debted to  her  own  Itrength  for  the  prefcrvation  of 
her  virtue,  than  to  the  awful  refpeft  or  backward- 
nefs  of  her  lover  :  he  was  indeed  fo  very  urgent  in 
his  addreffes,  that  had  he  not  with  many  oaths  pro- 
mifed  her  marriage,  we  could  fcarce  have  been 
ftridlly  juftified  in  calling  liis  paflion  honourable  i 
but  he  was  fo  remarkably  attached  to  decency,  that 
he  never  offered  any  violence  to  a  young  lady  with- 
out the  mcfS:  carneft  promifes  of  that  kind,  thefe 
being,  he  faid,  a  ceremonial  due  to  female  mo~ 
defhy,  which  cod  fo  little,  and  were  fo  eafily  pro- 
nounced, that  the  omifFion  could  arife  from  nothing 
but  the  mere  wantonnefs  of  brutality.  The  loyely 
Lr£titia,  either  out  of  prudence,  or  perhaps  religion, 
of  which  fhe  was  a  liberal  profeflbr,  was  deaf  to  ail 
his  promifes,  and  luckily  invincible  by  his  force  ; 
for  though  fhe  had  not  yet  learnt  the  art  of  well 
clenching  her  fift,  nature  had  not  however  left  her 
defencelefs  :  for  at  the  ends  of  her  fingers  ihe  wore 
arms,  which  fhe  ufed  with  fuch  admirable  dexterity, 
that  the  hot  blood  of  Mr.  Wild  foon  began  to  ap- 
pear in  feveral  little  fpots  on  his  face,  and  his  full- 
blown cheeks  to  refemble  that  part  which  modefty 
forbids  a  boy  to  turn  up  any  where  but  in  a  public 
fchool,  after  feme  pedagogue,  ftrong  of  arm,  hath 
exercifed  his  talents  thereon.  Wild  now  retreated 
from  the   confliCi:,  and  the  viclorious  Lstitia,  with 

becoming 
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becoming    triumph,     and    noble   fpiril:,    cried    out» 

<«  D n  your  eyes,  if  this  be  your  way  of  fhewing 

*'  your  love,  I'll  warrant  I  gives  you  enough  on't." 
She  then  proceeded  to  talk  of  l)er  virtue,  which 
Wild  bid  her  carry  to  the  devil  with  herj  and  tluis 
our  lovers  parted. 

CHAP.     X. 

A  difcovery  of  fome  'matters  concerning  the  chafle  La?- 
titia,  which  mujl  wonderfully  furprife,  and  perhaps 
affeci  cur  reader. 

R.  Wild  was  no  fooner  departed,  than  the  fair 
conquerefs  opening  the  door  ot  a  clofet,  call- 
ed forth  a  young  gentleman,  whom  fhe  had  there 
encloled  at  the  approach  of  the  other.  The  name 
of  this  gallant  was  Tom  Smirk.  He  was  clerk  to 
an  attorney,  and  was  indeed  the  greateft  beau,  and 
the  greateft  favourite  of  the  ladies,  at  the  end  of  the 
town  where  he  lived.  As  we  take  drefs  to  be 
the  chara6teriftic  or  efficient  quality  of  a  beau,  we 
fhall,  inftead  of  giving  any  character  of  this  young 
gentleman,  content  ourfelves  with  defcribing  his 
drefs  only  to  our  readers.  He  wore,  then,  a  pair 
of  white  ftockings  on  his  legs,  and  pumps  on  his 
feet :  his  buckles  were  a  large  piece  of  pinchbeck 
plate,  which  almoft  covered  his-  whole  fjot.  His 
breeches  were  of  red  plufh,  which  hardly  reached 
his  knees  ;  his  waiftcoat  v;as  a  white  dimity,  richly 
embroidered  with  yellow  filk,  over  which  he  wore  a 
blue  plufli  coat  with  metal  buttons,  a  fmart  fleeve, 
and  a  cape  reaching  half  way  down  his  back.  His 
wig  was  of  a  brown  colour,  covering  almofc  half 
his  pate,  on  which  was  hung,  on  one  iide,  a  little 
laced  hat,  but  cocked  with  great  fmartnels.  Such 
was  the  accomplifhed  Smirk,  who,  at  his  iffuing 
forth  from  the  clofet,  was  received  v/ith  open  arms 
by  the  amiable  LcElitia.     She  addrefied  him  by  the 

K  2  tender 
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tender  name  of  dear  Tommy  ;  and  told  him  (lie 
had  difmilTed  the  odious  creature  whom  her  father 
intended  for  her  hufband,  and  had  now  nothing  to 
interrupt  her  happinefs  with  him* 

Herf,  reader,  thou  muft  pardon  us  if  we  flop  a 
while  to  lament  the  capriciouinefs  of  nature  in  form- 
ing this  charming  part  of  the  creation,  defigned  to 
complete  the  happinefs  of  man  ;  with  their  foft  in- 
nocence to  allay  his  ferocity,  with  their  fprightli- 
nefs  to  foothe  his  cares,  and  with  their  conftant 
friendfhip  to  relieve  all  the  troubles  and  difappoint- 
ments  which  can  happen  to  him.  Seeing  then  that 
thefe  are  the  bleflings  chiefly  fought  afier,  and  gene- 
rally found  in  every  wife,  how  muft  v/e  lament 
that  difpoficion  in  thefe  lovely  creatures,  which 
leads  them  to  prefer  in  their  favour  thofe  individuals 
of  the  other  fcx,  who  do  not  feem  intended  by  nature 
as  fo  great  a  maflerpiece.  For  furely,  however 
ufeful  they  may  be  in  the  creation,  as  wc  are  taught 
that  nothing,  not  even  a  loufe,  is  made  in  vain;  yet 
thefe  beaus,  even  that  moft  fplendid  and  honoured 
part,  which,  in  this  our  ifland,  nature  loves  to  dif- 
tiguifh  in  red,  are  not,  as  fome  think,  the  nobleft 
work  of  the  Creator.  For  my  own  part,  let  any 
man  chufe  to  himfelf  two  beaus,  let  them  be  cap- 
tains or  colonels,  as  well  drefled  men  as  ever  lived, 
I  v;ould  venture  to  oppofe  a  fingle  Sir  Ifaac  New- 
ton, a  Shakefpeare,  a  Milton,  or  perhaps  fome  few 
others,  to  both  thefe  beaus  j  nay,  and  I  very  much 
doubt,  whether  it  had  not  been  better  for  the  world 
in  general,  that  neither  of  thefe  beaus  had  ever  been 
born,  than  that  it  fhould  have  wanted  the  benefit 
arifing  to  it  from  the  labour  of  any  one  of  thofe  per- 
fons. 

If  this  be  true,  how  mielancholy  mufl:  be  the  con- 
fideration,  that  any  fingle  beau,  efpecially  if  he 
have  but  half  a  yard  of  ribbon  in  his  hat,  fhall 
weigh  heavier,  in  the  fcale  of  female  alledion,  than 
twenty  Sir  Ilaac  Nswtons.     How  muft  our  reader, 

who 
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who  perhaps  had  wifely  accounred  for  the  rcHfl:- 
nnce  which  the  chade  Lretitia  had  made  to  the  vio- 
lent addrefTcs  of  the  ravifhed  (or  rather  ravifliing) 
Wild,  from  that  lady's  impregnable  virtue,  how 
inult  he  blufh,  I  f^y,  to  perceive  her  quit  the 
n;ri(5tnefs  of  her  carriage,  and  abandon  herfelf  to 
thofe  loofc  freedoms  which  fl:ie  indulged  to  Smirk. 
Bur,  alas !  when  we  difcovcr  all,  as  to  preferve  the 
fidelity  of  our  hiflory  we  mull,  when  we  relate 
that  every  familiarity  had  palt  between  them,  and 
that  the  fair  Lretitia  (for  we  mufl,  in  this  fingle 
inftance,  imitate  Virgil,  where  he  drops  the  pi  us  and 
the  paler,  and  drop  our  favourite  epit'.et  of  chafie), 
the  FAIR  Lretitia  had,  I  fay,  made  Smirk  as  happy 
as  Wild  dcfired  to  be,  what  mud  then  be  our  read- 
er's confufion  ?  We  will,  therefore,  draw  a  cur- 
tain over  this  fcene,  from  that  phiiogyny  which  is 
in  us,  and  proceed  to  matters,  which,  inftead  of  dif- 
honouring  the  human  fpecies,  will  greatly  raife  and 
ennoble  it, 

CHAP.     XT. 

Containing  as  notable  injiances  of  human  greatnefs.  as  arc 
to  be  met  "with  in  a?2cient  or  modern  hiftory.  Con- 
eluding  With  Jome  wholefome  hints  to  the  gay  part  of 
mankind. 

ILD  no  fooner  parted  from  the  chafte  Ls- 
/V  titia,  than  recolleding  that  his  friend  the 
Count  was  returned  to  his  lodgings  in  the  fame  houfe, 
he  refolved  to  vifit  him  :  for  he  was  none  of  thofe 
half-bred  fellows,  who  are  afhamed  to  fee  their 
friends  when  they  have  plundered  and  betrayed 
thern  :  from  which  bafe  and  pitiful  temper,  many 
monftrous  cruelties  have  been  tranfafted  by  men, 
who  have  fometimes  carried  their  modefty  fo  far  as 
to  the  murder,  or  utter  ruin  of  thofe  againft  whom 
their  confcienccs  have  fuggefied  to  them,   that  they 
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have  committed  Tome  fmaii  trelpafs,  either  by  the 
debauching  a  friend's  wife  or  daughter,  belying  or 
betraying  the  friend  himfelf,  or  fome  other  loch 
trifling  inftance.  In  our  hero  there  was  nothing  not 
truly  great  :  he  could,  without  the  lead  abafhrnenc, 
drink  a  bottle  with  tHe  man  who  knew  he  had  the 
mom.ent  before  picked  his  pocket  j  and,  when  he 
had  llript  him  of  every  thing  he  had,  never  defired 
to  do  him  any  further  mifchief ;  for  he  carried  good- 
nature to  that  wonderful  and  uncommon  height, 
that  he  never  did  a  fingle  injury  to  man  or  woman, 
by  which  he  himfelf  did  not  expeft  to  reap  fome  ad- 
vantage. He  would  often  indeed  fay,  that  by  the 
contrary  party  men  often  made  a  bad  bargain  with 
the  devil,  and  did  his  work  for  notliing. 

Our  hero  found  the  captive  Count,  not  bafcly 
lamenting  his  fate,  nor  abandoning  himfelf  to  de- 
fpair;  but,  with  due  refignation,  employing  himfelf 
in  preparing  feveral  packs  of  cards  for  future  exploits. 
The  Count,  little  I'ufpeding  that  Wild  had  been 
the  fole  contriver  of  the  misfortune  v/hich  had  be- 
fallen hini,  rofe  up,  and  eagerly  embraced  him  j 
and  Wild  returned  his  embrace  with  equal  warmth. 
They  were  no  fooner  feated  than  Wild  took  an 
cccafion,  from  feeing  the  cards  lying  on  the  table, 
to  inveigh  againft  gaming,  and,  with  an  ufual  and 
highly  commendable  freedom,  after  firfl  exaggerat- 
ing the  dirtrefb  circumftances  in  which  the  Count 
was  then  involved,  imputed  all  his  misfortuhes  to 
that  curfed  itch  of  play,  which,  he  laid,  he  conclud- 
ed had  brought  his  prefent  confinement  upon  him, 
and  muft  unavoidably  end  in  his  deflruclion.  The 
other,  with  great  alacrity,  defended  his  favourite 
amufement  (or  rather  employment),  and  having  told 
his  friend  the  great  fuccefs  he  had  after  his  unluckily 
quitring  the  room,  acquainted  him  with  the  accident 
which  followed,  and  which  the  reader,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Wild,  hath  had  fome  intimation  of  before  ; 
adding,   however,    one    circumitance  not   hitherto 

mentioned. 
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rhenticncd,  "jiz.  that  he  had  defended  his  money  with 
the  ucmoll  bravery,    and  had  dangcroiiny  wounded 
an   lead    two  of   the   tliree  men   thac  had  attacked 
him.     This   behaviour  Wild,  who  not  only  knevv 
the  extreme  readinefs  with  which  the  boorv  had  been 
delivered,  bur  alfo  the  conftant  frigidity  of  the  Count's 
couTcige,  higldy  applauded,   and  wifhed  he  had  been 
prefent  to  afTiil  him.    The  Count  then  proceeded  to 
animadvert  on  the  carelefTnefs  of  the  watch,  and  the 
fcandal  it  was  to  the  laws,   that  honed  people  could 
not  walk  the  llreets  in  fafety  j   and,  after  expatiating 
fome  time  on   that  fubje6t,    he  afk'rd   Mr.  Wild   if 
he  ever  faw  ^o  prodigious  a  run  of  luck  (for  fo  he 
chofe  to  call  his  winning,    though  he   knew  Wild 
was  well  acquainted  with  his  having  loaded  dice  in 
his  pocket)  ;    the  other  anfwered,  it  was  indeed  pro- 
digious, and  almoft  fufficient  to  juflify  any  perfon, 
who  did  not  know  him  better,  in  fufpefting  his  fair 
play.     No  man,  I  believe,   dares  call  that  in  quef- 
tion,  replied   he.      No   furely,   fays  Wild,  you   are 
well  known  to  be  a  man  of  more  honour  :   but  pray. 
Sir,   continued  he,  did  the  rafcals  rob  you  of  all  ? 
Every  H^iilling,  cries  the  other,  wicli  an  oath  j   they 
did  not  leave  me  a  fmgie  iiake. 

While  they  were  thus  difcourfing,  Mr.  Snap, 
with  a  genrleman  who  followed  him,  introduced 
Mr,  Bagfhoc  into  tlie  company.  It  feems  Mr.  Bng- 
flior,  imm.eJiately  after  his  feparatioa  from  Mr. 
Wild,  returned  to  the  gaming-table,  where,  liaving 
trufled  to  fortune  that  treafure  v>?hich  he  had  pro- 
cured by  his  induftry,  the  faithlcfs  goddefs  committed 
a  breach  of  truft,  and  fent  Mr.  Bagfiiot  away  with  as 
empty  pockets  as  are  to  be  found  in  any  laced  coat 
in  the  kingdom.  Now,  as  that  gentleman  was  walk- 
ing to  a  certjin  reputable  houfe  or  fhed  in  Covent- 
Garden  market,  he  fortuned  to  meet  with  Mr.  Snap, 
who  had  juft  returned  from  conveying  the  Count  to 
his  lodgings,  and  was  then  walking  to  and  fro  before 
the  gaming- houfe  door  ;  for  you  are  to  know,  my 

K  4  good 


136    The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD. 

o-ood  reader,  if  vou  have  never  been  a  man  of  wit 
and  pleafure  about  town,  that  as  the  voracious  pike 
licth  fnug  under  fome  v/eed  before  the  mouth  of  any 
of  thofe  little  llreams  which  discharge  themfelves  into 
a  large  river,  waiting  for  the  fmall  fry  which  ilTue 
thereout;  fo  hourly  before  the  cioor  or  mouth  of 
thefe  gaming-houfes  doth  Mr.  Snap,  or  fome  other 
gentleman  of  his  occupation,  attend  the  ifluing  forth, 
of  the  fm.all  fry  of  young  gentlemen,  to  whom  they 
deliver  little  flips  of  parchment,  containing  invita- 
tions of  the  faid  gentlemen  to  their  houfes,  together 
with  one  Mr.  John  Doe*,  a  perfon  wliofe  company 
is  in  great  requeft.  Mr.  Snap,  among  many  others 
of  thefe  billets,  happened  to  have  one  diredled  to  Mr, 
Bagfnot,  being  at  the  fuit  or  folicitation  of  one  Mrs. 
Anne  Sample,  Spinfter,  at  whofc  houfe  the  laid  Bag- 
fnot had  lodged  f^veral  mionths,  and  whence  he  had 
inadvertently  departed  without  taking  a  form.il  leave, 
on  which  account  Mrs.  Anne  had  taken  this  method 
o^ /peaking  with  him. 

Mr.  Snap's  houfe  being  now  very  full  of  good 
company,  he  was  obliged  to  introduce  Mr.  Bagfhot 
into  the  Count's  apartm.ent,  it  being,  as  he  faid,  the 
only  chamber  he  had  to  lock  up  in.  Mr.  "Wild  no 
fooner  law  his  friend  than  he  ran  eagerly  to  embrace 
him,  and  immediately  prcfented  him  to  the  Count, 
who  received  him  with  great  civility, 

CHAP.    XII. 

Further  particulars  rchitir.g  to  Mifs  Tifhy,  vjhich  per^ 
haps  may  not  greatly  furprife  aftf.r  the  former,  -l  he 
defcription  of  a  very  fine  gentleman.  And  a  dialogue 
between  Wild  and  the  Count,  in  which  public  virtue 
isjujl  hinted  at,  with,  &c. 

R.  Snap  had  turned  the  key  a  very  few  minutes 
before  a  fervant  of  the  family,  called  Mr. 

•  This  is  a  fiftitious  name  which  is  put  into  every  writ ;  for 
what  purpofe  the  lawyers  beft  know. 

Bagfhot 
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BagHiot  out  of  the  room,  telling  him,  there  was  a 
perfon  below  who  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  ;  nnd 
this  was  no  other  than  Mil's  Lattitia  Snap,  whole 
admirer  Mr.  Bagfhot  had  long  been,  and  in  whofe 
tender  bread  his  palTion  had  raifed  a  more  ardent 
flame  than  that  of  any  of  his  rivals  had  been  able  to 
raife.  Indeed  (he  was  fo  extremely  fond  of  this 
youth,  that  (lie  often  confefied  to  her  female  con- 
fidants, if  (lie  could  ever  have  liilened  to  the  thought 
of  living  with  any  one  man,  Mr.  Bagfhot  was  he. 
Nor  was  l"he  Angular  in  this  inclination,  many  other 
young  ladies  being  her  rivals  in  this  lover,  who  had 
all  the  great  and  noble  qualifications  necefi'ary  to  form 
a  true  gallant,  and  which  nature  is  feldoin  lo  extreme- 
ly bountiful  as  to  indulge  to  any  one  perfon.  We 
will  endeavour,  however,  to  defcribe  them  all  with 
as  much  exaflnefs  as  poiTible.  He  was  then  fix  feec 
high,  had  large  calves,  broad  flioulders,  a  ruddy 
complexion,  with  brown  curled  hair,  a  model!:  af- 
furance,  and  clean  linen.  He  had  indeed,  it  mufl 
be  confefied,  fome  fmall  deficiencies  to  counterba- 
lance thefe  heroic  qualities  ;  for  he  was  the  fillied 
fellow  in  the  world,  could  neither  write  nor  read, 
nor  had  he  a  fingle  grain  or  Ipark  of  honour,  honef- 
ty,  or  good-nature,  in  his  whole  compoficion. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Bagfiiot  had  quieted  the  room,  the 
Count,  taking  Wild  by  the  hand,  told  him  he  had 
fomething  to  communicate  to  him  of  very  great  im- 
portance :  "  1  am  very  well  convinced,  faid  he,  that 
"  Bagihot  is  the  perfon  who  robbed  me."  Wild 
ftartcd  with  great  amazement  at  this  difcovery,  and 
anfwered  with  a  mod  ferious  countenance,  ''  1  advife 
"  you  to  take  care  how  you  caft  any  fuch  refleclions 
"  on  a  man  of  Mr.  Baglhot's  nice  honour;  for  1 
"  am  certain  he  will  not  bear  it."  "D  —  n  his  honour," 
quoth  the  enraged  Count,  "  nor  can  I  bear  being 
"  robbed  J  I  will  apply  to  a  juftice  of  peace."  Wild 
replied  with  great  indignation,  "  Since  you  dare  en- 
^^  tertain  fuch  a  fufpicion  againil  my  friend,   I  v/ill 

[^  hencefortl^ 
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'f  henceforth  difclaim  all    acquaintance   with  you. 

"  Mr.  Bagfnot  is  a  man  of  honour,  and  my  friend, 

«*  and  confcquently  it  is    iinpolTible   he  fhould  be 

*^  guilty  of  a  bad  adion."     He  added  much  more 

to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  had  not  the  expefled 

weight  with  the  Countj    for   the  latter  feemed  ftill 

certain  as  to  the  pcrfon,  and  refolute  in  applying  for 

juftice,  which,   he  faid,   he  thought  he  owed  to  the 

public,   as  well  as  to  himfelf.     Wild  then  changed 

his  countenance  into  a  kind  of  derifion^  and  fpoke 

as  follows  :  "  Suppofe  it  fnould  be  poffib/le  that  Mr. 

"  Bagflvjt  had,    in  a  frolic  (for  I  will    call    it  no 

"  other),  taken  this  method  of  borrowing  your  mo- 

*'  ney,  what  will  you  get  by  profecuting  him  ?  Noc 

<*  your  money  again  ;  for  you  hear  he  was  ftript  at 

«*  thegaming-tablej"  (of  which  Bagfhot  had,  during 

their  fhort  confabulation,  informed  them)  "  you  will 

<f  get  then  an  opportunity  of  being  ilill  more  out  of 

"  pocket  by  the  profccution.     Another  advantage 

'<  you  may  promife  yourfelf,  is  the  being  blown  up 

"  at  every  gaming-houfe  in  town,  for  that  I  will  af- 

"  fure  you  of  i  and  then  much  good  may  it  do  you, 

<'  to   fit  down  with  the  fatisfa6tion   of  having  dif- 

"  charged  what  it  feems  you  owe  the  public.     I  am 

"  afhamed  of  my  own  difcernment,  when  I  miftook 

"  you  for  a  great  man.     Would  it  not  be  better  for 

"  you  to  receive  part   (perhaps  all)  of  your  money 

"  again  by  a  wife  conceahnent ;    for  however  *y?^^ 

"  Mr.  Bagfhot  may  be  now,  if  he  hath  really  played 

"  tliis  frolic  with  you,  you  may  believe  he  will  play 

*'  it  wicii  others,  and  when  he  is  in  cafii,  you  may 

«'  depend  on  a  reftoration  j  the  law  will  be  always  in 

"  your  power,  and  that  is  the  laft  remedy  which  a 

"  brave  or  a  wife  man  v/ould  refort  to.     Leave  the 

<<  affair  therefore  to  me  ;  I  will  examine  Bagfliot, 

«  and  if  I  find  he  hath  played  you  this  trick,  I  v/iil 


Poor. 

<f  engage 
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**  engage  my  own  h.noor,  you  fliall  in  the  end  be  no 
"  loler."  The  Count  anlwered  :  "  If  I  was  fure 
*'  to  be  no  lofer,  Mr.  Wild,  1  apprehend  you  have  a 
"  biftc-r  t'pinion  of  my  underltanding  than  to  ima- 
'*  iiine  I  would  profecutea  s.entleman  for  the  fake  of 
"  the  public.  Thefe  are  foolilh  words  or  courfe, 
'*  which  we  learn  a  ridiculous  habit  of  ipeaking,  and 
"  will  often  break  from  us  without  any  dcfign  or 
'«  meaning.  I  allure  you,  all  1  defire  is  a  reimburfe- 
"  ment,  and   if  I  can  by  your  means  obtain   that, 

'*  the  public  may "  concluding  with   a  phrafe 

too  coarfe  to  be  inferred  in  a  hiftory  of  this  kind. 

Thev  were  nov7  informed  tiiat  dinner  was  ready, 
and  the  company  afiembied  below  llairs,  whither 
tiic  reader  may,  if  he  pleafe,  attend  thefe  gentle- 
men. 

There  fat  down  at  the  table  Mr.  Snap,  and  the 
two  Mifs  Snaps,  his  daughters,  Mr.  Wild  the  elder, 
Mr.  Wild  the  , younger,  the  Count,  Mr.  Bagflior, 
and  a  grave  gentleman,  who  had  formerly  had  the 
honour  of  carrying  arm,s  in  a  regiment  of  foot,  and 
who  was  now  engaged  in  the  ofBce  (perhaps  a  more 
profitable  one)  of  affifting  or  following  Mr.  Snap  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  his  country. 

NoTHi-  G  very  remarkable  paflcd  at  dinner.  The 
converfasion  (as  is  ufual  in  polite  company)  rolled 
chiefly  on  what  they  were  then  eating,  and  what  they 
}\ad  lately  eaten,  in  this  the  military  gentleman,  wr.o 
had  ferved  in  Ireland,  gave  them  a  very  particular 
account  of  a  nevv'  manner  of  roafting  potatoes,  and 
others  gave  an  account  of  other  dilhes.  In  fliorr, 
an  indifferent  by-itander  would  have  concluded  from 
their  difcourfe,  that  they  had  all  come  into  this  world 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  fill  their  bellies;  and 
indeed,  if  this  was  not  the  chief,  it  is  probable  it  was 
the  moft  innocent  defign  nature  had  in  their  forma- 
tion. 

As  foon  as  the  diJJj  was  removed,  and  the  ladies 
retired,  the  Count  propofed  a  game  at  hazard,  which 

was 
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was  immedi.uely  afil-nted  to  by  the  whole  company, 
and  the  dice  beii.g  immediately  brought  in,  theCounc 
took  up  the  box,  and  demanded  who  would  Cct  him  : 
to  which  no  one  made  any  anfwer,  imagining  per- 
haps the  Count's  pockets  to  be  more  empty  than 
they  were;  for,  in  reality,  that  gentleman  (not- 
■withftanding  what  he  had  heartily  fwore  to  Mr.  Wild) 
had,  fince  his  arrival  at  Mr.  Snap's,  conveyed  a 
piece  of  plate  to  pawn,  by  which  means  he  had  fur- 
nifhed  himfelf  with  ten  guineas.  The  Count,  there- 
fore, perceiving  this  backwardnefs  in  his  friends, 
and  probably  lomewhat  guefling  at  the  caufe  of  it, 
took  the  faid  guineas  out  of  his  pocket,  and  threw 
them  on  the  table  ;  when  lo  !  (fuch  is  the  force  of 
example)  all  the  reft  began  to  produce  their  funds, 
and  immediately,  a  confiderable  fum  glittering  in 
their  eyes,  the  game  began. 

CHAP.     XIII. 

yf  chapter  of  which  we  are  extremely  vain  ;  and  which 
indeed  we  look  on  as  our  Chef  d'Oeuvre,  containing  a 
wonderful  Jiory  concerning  the  devil,  and  as  nice  a  fcene 
of  honour  as  ever  happened, 

MY  reader,  I  believe,  even  if  he  be  a  gamefler, 
would  not  thank  me  for  an  exaft  relation  of 
every  man's  fuccefs  j  let  it  fuffice  then  that  they 
played  till  the  whole  money  vanifhed  from  the  table. 
Whether  the  devil  himfelf  carried  it  away,  as  fome 
fufpeded,  I  will  not  determine;  but  very  furprifing 
it  was,  that  every  pcrfon  protefted  he  had  loft, 
nor  could  any  one  guefs  who,  unlefs  the  devil,  had 
won. 

But  though  very  probable  it  is,  that  this  arch 
fiend  had  fome  fhare  in  the  booty,  it  is  likely  he  had 
not  all  ;  Mr,  Bagfliot  being  imagined  to  be  a 
confiderable  winner,  notwithftanding  his  aflertions 
to  the  contrary  3  for  he  was  feen  by  feveral  to  con* 

vey 
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vey  money  often  into  his  pocket;  and  what  is  ftill 
a  little  ftrongerprefiimption  is,  that  the  gravegentle- 
man,  whom  we  have  mentioned  to  have  ferved  his 
country  in  two  honourable  capacities,  not  being  wil- 
ling to  truft  alone  to  the  evidence  of  his  eyes,  had 
frequently  dived  into  the  faid  Bagfliot's  pocket, 
whence  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  apology  for  his  life  af- 
terwards publifhed*),  though  he  might  extracfl  a  few 
pieces,  he  was  very  fenfible  he  had  left  many  behind. 
The  gentleman  had  long  indulged  his  curiofiry 
in  this  way  before  Mr.  Bagfliot,  in  the  heat  of  gam- 
ing, had  perceived  him  :  but  as  Bagfhot  was  now 
leaving  off  play,  he  difcovered  this  ingenious  feat 
of  dexterity ;  upon  which,  leaping  up  from  his 
chair  in  a  violent  paffion,  he  cried  out,  "  I  thought 
*'  I  had  been  among  gentlemen,  and  men  of  honour, 

"   bur,  d n  me,   I  find  we  have  a  pickpocket  in 

"  company."  The  fcandalous  found  of  this  word 
extremely  alarmed  the  vv'hole  board,  nor  did  they 

all    fhew    lefs   furprife    than    the    Coji n    (whole 

not  fitting  of  late  is  much  lamented)  would  exprefs 
at  hearing  there  was  an  Atheift  in  the  room;  but 
it  more  particularly  affefled  the  gentleman  at  whom 
ir  was  levelled,  though  it  Vv'as  not  addrefied  to  him. 
He  likewife  ftarted  from  his  chair,  and,  with  a  fierce 
countenance  and  accent,  faid,  ''  Do  you  mean  me? 
f^  D  —  n  your  eyes,  you  are  a  rafcal  and  a  fcoundrel." 
Thofe  v/ords  would  have  been  immediately  fucceed- 
ed  by  blows,  had  not  the  company  interpofed,  and 
with  ftrong  arm  withheld  the  two  antagonifts  from 
each  other.  It  was  however  a  long  time  before  they 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  fit  down  ;  which  being  ac 
laft  happily  brought   about,   Mr.  Wild  the  elder, 

•  Not  in  a  book  by  itfelf,  in  imitation  of  fome  other  fuch  p?r- 
fons,  buc  in  the  ordinary's  account,  &c.  where  all  the  apologies 
for  the  Jives  of  rogues  and  whores,  which  have  been  publilhed 
within  ihefe  tv/enty  years,  fhould  have  been  inferted, 

who 
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who  was  a  well-difpofed  old  man,  advifed  them  to 
fliake  hands  and  be  friends  ;  but  the  gentleman,  who 
had  received  the  firll  affront,  abfolutely  refufed  ir, 
and  fwore,  He  would  havs  the  villain  s  blood.  Mr. 
Snap  highly  applauded  the  refolucion,  and  affirmed 
that  the  affront  was  by  no  means  to  be  put  up  by 
any  who  bore  the  name  of  a  gentleman,  and  that 
unlefs  his  friend  refented  it  properly,  he  would  never 
execute  another  warrant  in  his  company  ;  that  he 
had  always  looked  upon  him  as  a  m.an  of  honour, 
and  doubted  not  but  he  would  prove  himifelf  fo ; 
and  that  if  it  was  his  own  cafe,  nothing  fhould  per- 
iuadc  him  to  put  up  fuch  an  affront  wiihout  proper 
fatisfaction.  The  Count  likewife  fpoke  on  the  fame 
Iide,  and  the  parties  themfclvcs  muttered  feveral 
Ihort  fentences,  purporting  their  intentions.  At  lad 
Mr.  Wild,  our  hero,  rifing  flowly  from  his  feat,  and 
having  fixed  the  attention  of  all  prefent,  began  as 
follows:  "  I  have  heard  with  infinite  pltafure  every 
thing  which  the  two  gentlemen  v/ho  fpoke  laft 
have  faid  with  relation  to  honour,  nor  can  any 
man  poffibly  entertain  a  higher  and  nobler  fenfe 
of  that  v.'ord,  nor  a  greater  efteem  of  its  incfti- 
mable  value  than  myielf.  If  we  have  no  name 
to  exprefs  it  by  in  our  Cant  Diclionary,  it  were 
well  to  be  v/ifhed  we  had.  It  is  indeed  the  effen- 
tial  quality  of  a  gentleman,  and  which  no  man 
who  ever  was  in  the  field,  or  on  the  road 
(as  others  exprefs  ir),  can  poffibly  be  without. 
But  alas !  Gentlemen,  v/hac  pity  is  it,  that  a 
W^ord  of  fuch  fovereign  ufe  and  virtue  fliould 
have  fo  uncertain  and  various  an  application  that 
fcarce  two  people  mean  the  fame  thing  by  it? 
Do  not  fome  liy  honour  mean  good-nauure  and 
humanity,  which  weak  minds  call  virtues  ?  How 
then  !  Muft  we  deny  it  to  the  great,  the  brave, 
the  noble  ;  to  the  fackers  of  tov;ns,  the  plunderers 
of  provinces,  and  the  conquerors  of  kingdoms  ? 
Were  not  thefe   men  of  honour  ?   and  yet  they 

"  fcorncd 
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'^  fcorned  thofe  pitiful  qualities  I  have  mentioned. 
*•  Again,  fome  few  Cor  I  am  miftakcn)  include  the 
**  idea  of  honefty  in   their  honour.      And  fhall  we 
*'  then  fay,    that   no  man  who  withholds  from  an- 
"  other  what  law,  or  juftice  perhaps,    calls  his  own, 
*'  or  who  greatly  and  boldly  deprives  him  of  fuch 
"  property,  is  a  man  of  honour  ?    Heaven  forbid  I 
*'  fhould   fay  fo  in    this,  or,  indeed,   in  any  other 
'^  good  company.     Is  honour  truth  ?    No,  it  is  not 
'^  in  the  lie's  going  from  us,    but  in   its  coming  to 
*'  us  our  honour  is  injured.     Doth  it  then  confill 
'■^  in  what  the  vulgar  call  cardinal  virtues  ?   It  would 
*'   be  an  atfront  to  your  under-'landings  to  fuppofe 
"  it,  fince  we  fee  every  day  fo  many  men  of  honour 
*^  v.ithout  any.    In  what  then  doth  the  word  honour 
^'  con  flit  ?    Why  in  itfelf  alone.     A  man  of  honour 
"  is  he  that  is  called  a  man  of  honour;    and  while' 
'^  he  is  fc;  called,    he   fo   remains,  and  no  longer. 
"  Think  not  any  thing  a  man  commits  can  forfeit 
'*  his  honour.     Look  abroad  into  the  world,    the 
'^  Prig  while  he  flouriflies  is   a  man  of  honour; 
"   when  in  gaol,  at  the  bar,  or  the  tree,  he  is  fo  no 
*'  longer.     And  why  is  this  diftinclion  ?   Not  from 
*'  his  aclions  ;  for  thofe  are  or'"ten  as  well  known  in 
"  his  flourilliing  eftate,  as  they  are  afterwards;   but 
*'  becaufe  men,  I  mean  thofe  of  his  own  party,   or 
*'  gang,  call  him  a  man  of  honour  in  the  former, 
"  and  ceafe  to  call  him  fo  in  the  latter  condition. 
<'  Let  us  fee  then  j    how  hath  Mr.  Bagfhot  injured 
*^  the  gentleman's   honour  ?    Why,    he  hath  called 
'*   him    a    pickpocket ;    and    that,    probably,    by  a 
'^  fevcre  conftruftion,  and  a  long  round-about  way 
<^  of  reafoning,  may  feem  a  little  to  derogate  from 
**  his  honour,  if  confidered    in   a   very  nice  fenft^. 
"  Admitting  it,  therefore,  for  argument's  fake,   to 
*'   be  fome  Imall  imputation  on  his  honour,  let  Mr. 
"  Bagfhot   give   him    fatisfaftion;    let  him  doubly 
"  and  triply  repair   this  oblique  injury  by  di^cdly 
"  afferting,  that  he  believes  he  is  a  man  of  honour." 

The 
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The  gentleman  anfwered,  he  was  content  to  refer  It 
to  Mr.  Wild,  and  whatever  fatisfaftion  he  thought 
fufficient,  he  would  accept.  Let  him  give  me  my 
money  again  firftj  laid  Bagfliot,  and  then  1  will  call 
him  a  man  of  honour  with  all  my  heart.  The  gen- 
tleman then  proteded  he  had  not  any^  which  Snap 
fecondcd,  declaring  he  had  his  eyes  on  him  all  the 
while  i  but  Bagfliot  remained  ftill  unfatisfied,  till 
Wild,  rapping  out  a  hearty  oath,  fwore  he  had  not 
taken  a  fingle  farthing,  adding,  that  whoever  afiert- 
ed  the  contrary  gave  him  the  lie,  and  he  would  re- 
fent  it.  And  now,  fucli  was  the  afcendency  of  this 
Great  Man,  that  Baglliot  immediately  acquiefced, 
and  performed  the  ceremonies  required  :  and  thus, 
by  the  exquifice  addrefs  of  our  hero,  this  quarrel, 
which  had  lb  fatal  an  afpedl,  and  v.'hich,  between  two 
perfons  fo  extremely  jealous  of  their  honour,  would 
moft  certainly  have  produced  very  dreadful  confe- 
quences,  v/as  happily  concluded. 

Mr.  Wild  was  indeed  a  little  inrerefted  in  this 
affair,  as  he  himfelf  had  let  the  gentleman  to  work, 
and  had  received  the  greatell  part  of  the  booty  : 
and  as  to  Mr.  Snap's  depofition  in  his  favour,  it  was 
the  ufual  height  to  which  the  ardour  of  that  worthy 
perfon's  friendfliip  too  frequently  hurried  him.  In 
was  his  condant  maxim.  That  he  was  a  pitiful  fel- 
low who  would  Hick  at  a  little  *  Rapping  for  his 
friend. 

CHAP.     XIV. 

In  which  the  hijlory  cf  Greatness  is  continued* 

ATTERS  being  tiiu5  reconciled,  and  the 
___    gaming  over,  from   reafons  before    hinted, 
the  company  proceeded  to  drink  about  with  the  ut- 

*  Rapping  is  a  Cant  term  for  perjury. 

mod: 


The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD.    145 

mofl:  chefrfulnefs  and  friendH-iip  ;  drinking  healths, 
(baking     hands,     and    profefling    ihe    moll    perfedl 
affedion  for  each  other.     All  which  were  not  in  the 
leaft  interrupted    by  fome  dtfigns  which  they  then 
agitated    in   their  minds,  an.d   which   they  intended 
to  execute  as  loon  as  the  liquor  had  prevailed  over 
I'ome  of  their  undcrltandings.     Baglljot  and  the  gen- 
tleman intending  to  rob  each  other;   Mr.  Snap  and 
Mr.  Wild  the  elder,  meditating  whnt  other  creditors 
they  could  find  our^  to  cliargc  the  gentleman  then  in 
cudody  with  :    the  Count  hoping  to  renew  the  play, 
and  Wild   our  hero  laying  a  defign  to  put  Bagflion 
out  of  the  wiVy  or,  as  the  vulgar  rxprefs  it,   to  hang 
him  with  the  iirll  opportunity.     But  none  of  thefe 
great  defigns  could  at  prefent  be  put  in  execution, 
for  Mr.  Snap  being  loon  after  fummcned  abroad  on 
bufmefs  of  gr^^at  moment,  which  required  likewife 
the  afliilance  of  Mr.  W^ild  the  elder,   and  his  other 
friend,  and  as  he  did  not  care  to  truft  to  the  nimble- 
nefs  of  the  Count's   heels,  of  which  he  had  already- 
had  fome  experience,  he  declared  he  mufl:  lock  up  for 
that  evening.     Here,  reader,  if  thou  pieafeft,  as  we 
are  in  no  ^reat  halte,  we  will  ftoo  and  make  a  fimile. 
As  when  their  lap  is  tinil"hed,  the  cautious  huntfman 
to  their  kennel  gathers  the  nimble-footed  hounds; 
they  with  lank  ears  and  tails  fiouch  fullenly  on,  vvhilfl: 
he  with  his  whippers-in   follows  clofe  to  their  heels, 
regardlels  of  their  dogged  hum.our,  till  having  fcen 
them  fafe  within  the  door,   he  turns  the  key,  and 
then  retires   to  whatever   bufmefs  or   pleafure  calls 
him  thence:   fo,  with  lovvring  countenance,  and  re- 
ludlant  fteps,  mounted  the  Count  and  Bagfliot  to 
their  chamber,  or  rather  kennel,  whither  they  were 
attended  by  Snap,  and  thofe  who  followed  him,  and 
where  Snap  having  Cctn  them  depofited,   very  con- 
tentedly locked  the  door  and  departed.     And  now, 
reader,  we  will,  in  imitation  of  the  truly  laudable 
cuftom  of  the  v/orld,  leave  tiiefc  our  .q;ood  friends 
CO  deliver  themfelvcs  as  they  can,   and  purfue  the 
Vol.  IV.  L     "  thriving 
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thriving  fortunes  of  Wild  our  hero,  who  with  that? 
great  averfion  to  fatibfa6lion  and  content,  which  is 
ipfcparably  incident  to  great  minds,  began  to  enlarge 
his  views  with  his  proiperity  :  for  this  reftlefs  anni- 
able  difpofition,  this  noble  avidity  which  increafes^ 
■with  feeding,  is  the  firft  principle  or  conftif-uent 
quality  of  thefe  cur  great  nien ;  to  whonn,  in  their 
palTiige  on  to  grcatnefs,  it  happens  as  to  a  rraveller 
over  the  Alps,  or,  if  this  be  a  ti-ofar-  fetched  fimile, 
to  one  who  travels  weftward  over  the  hills  near  Bath, 
where  the  fimile  v/as  indeed  made.  He  fees  not  the 
end  of  Ifis  journey  at  once ;  but  pafTing  on  from 
fcheme  to  fcheme,  and  fronn  hill  to  hill,  with  noble 
conftancy,  refolving  ftill  to  attain  the  fummit  on 
which  he  hath  fixed  his  eye,  however  dirty  the 
roads   m.ay  be  through  which  he  ftruggles,    he   at 

length  arrives  at fome  vile  inn,  where  he  finds 

no  kind  of  entertainment  nor  conveniency  for  re- 
pofe.  I  fancy,  reader,  if  thou  haft  ever  travelled 
in  thefe  roads,  one  part  of  my  fimile  is  fufRciently 
apparent  (and  indeed,  in  all  thefe  illuftrations,  one 
fide  is  generally  much  more  apparent  than  the 
other),  but,  believe  m.e,  if  the  other  doth  not  fo  evi- 
dently appear  to  thy  fatisfaclion,  it  is  from  no  other 
reafon,  than  becaufe  thou  art  unacquainted  v;ith- 
thefe  Great  Men,  and  haft  not  had  fufficient  in- 
flruftion,  leifure,  or  opportunity,  to  confider  what 
happens  to  thofe  who  purfue  what  is  generally  un- 
derliood  by  Greatness:  for  furely,  if  thou  hadft 
animadverted  not  only  on  the  many  perils  to  which 
Great  Men  are  daily  liable  while  they  are  in  their 
progref?,  but  hadil  difcerned,  as  it  were  through  a 
microfcope  (for  it  is  invifible  to  the  naked  eye), 
that  diminutive  fpcck  of  happinefs  which  they  attain 
even  in  the  confummation  of  their  wiflies,  thou 
wouldft  lament  with  me  the  unhappy  fate  of  thefe 
Great  Men,  on  whom  nature  hath  let  fo  fuperior  a 
mark,  that  the  reft  of  mankind  are  born  for  their  ufe 
and  eaiolument  only,  and  be  apt  to  cry  out,  '^  It  is 
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"  pity  that  those,  for  whofe  pleafure  and  profic 
**  mankind  are  to  labour  and  fweat,  to  be  hacked 
"  and  hewed,  to  be  pillaged,  plundered,  and  every 
"  way  deftroyed,  fliould  reap  fo  little  advantage 
''  from  all  the  miferies  they  occafion  to  others." 
For  my  part,  I  own  myfcif  of  that  humble  kind 
of  mortals,  who  confider  themfelves  born  for  the 
behoof  of  fome  great  man  or  other,  and  could  I  be- 
hold his  happinel'?  carved  out  of  the  labour  and  ruia 
of  a  thoufand  fiich  leptiles  as  myfelf,  I  might  with 
fatisfadion  exclaim,  Sic,ficjuvat:  but  when  I  be- 
hold one  Great  Man  ftarving  with  hunger,  and 
freezing  with  cold,  in  the  midft  of  fifty  thoufand, 
who  are  fufiering  the  fame  evils  for  his  divcrfion  ; 
when  I  fee  another,  whofe  own  miind  is  a  more 
abje6t  flave  to  his  own  greatnefs,  and  is  more  tor- 
tured and  racked  by  it  than  thofe  of  ail  his  vafTals: 
laftly,  when  I  confider  v/hole  nations  rooted  out 
only  to  bring  tears  into  the  eyes  of  a  Great  Man, 
not  indeed  becaufe  he  hath  extirpated  fo  many,  but 
becaufe  he  had  no  more  nations  to  extirpate,  then 
truly  I  am  almoll  inclined  to  wifli  that  nature  had 
fpared  us  this  her  Masterpiece,  and  that  no 
GREAT  Man  had  ever  been  born  into  the  world. 

But  to  proceed  with  our  hifiory,  which  will,  we 
hope,  produce  much  better  lelTons,  and  more  in- 
ftrudive  than  any  we  can  preach  :  Wild  was  no 
fooner  retired  to  a  night-cellar,  than  he  began  to 
reflc(51;  on  the  fweets  he  had  that  day  enjoyed  from 
the  labours  of  others^  viz.  Firil,  from  Mr.  Bag- 
fhor,  who  had  for  his  ufe  robbed  the  Count  ;  and. 
Secondly,  from  the  g-ntleman,  who  for  the  fame 
good  purpofe  had  picked  the  pocket  of  Bagfaot. 
He  then  proceeded  to  reafon  thus  with  himfelf  : 
"  The  art  of  policy  is  the  art  of  multiplication;  the 
*'  degrees  of  greatnefs  being  conriirurtd  by  thofe 
*'  two  little  woi^ds  Mors  and  Lcfs,  M:inkind  are  firlt 
**  properly  to  be  confidered  under  two  grand  di- 
••^  vifions,  thofe  that  ufe  their  owii  liands,  and  thofe 

L  2  *'  who 
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*^  v/ho  employ  the  hiinds   of  oihcrs.     The  former 
*'  arc  i\\e  bafc  and  rabble  -,    tlie  iacter,   the  genreel 
**  part  of  the  creation.     The  mercantile  part  of  the 
"  world,    tht-refore,  v.i!ely    uie   the    term    employing 
"  haiidsy  and  judly  prefer  each  other,    as  they  eni- 
"   ploy  more  or  fewer  ;   for  thns  one  merchant  fays 
*'  he  is  grearer  thai^.   another,    bccaufe  he  em-ploys 
^^  more    ha:;ds.       And    now    indeed    the    merchant 
<*  PrjOLild  teem  to  challenire  fome  character  of  irreat- 
*'   i\^'h,  did  we  not  nccelTirily  come  to  a  fecond  di- 
*'  vifion,  'ciz~.   Of  tl.iv>)c  who  emph-.y  hands  for  the 
'*   life  of  tlic  com.munity  in  which  thicy  live,   and  of 
"  thofe  who  employ  hands  mereiy^tor  their  own  ufe> 
f'  without  any  regard  to  the  bencik  af  fociety.     Of 
'^   the  fonrier  iort  ure  the  yeomian,  the  manuiaclurer, 
**  the  mercliant,  and  perhaps  the  gentleman.      The 
*.*'   fir'it  of  thefe  being  to  riianiire  and  cultivate  his 
*'  native  foil,   and  to  empioy  hands  to  produce  the 
**■  fruits  of  the  earth.    Tlie  i'econd  being  to  improve 
**  them    by  employing   hands  i'.kevvife,  and  to  pro- 
*^  duce  from  theni  thofe  ufeful  commodities,  which 
'^  ferve  as  well  lor  the  conveniencies  as  neceffaries 
'^  of  life.      The  third  is  to  employ  hands  for  the 
**  exportation  of  the  redundance  ot  our  own  commo- 
"  dities,  and  to  exchange  them  Vv^ith  the  redundances 
"  of  foreign  nations,  that  thus  every  foil  and  every 
*'  cliiiiate  may  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  whole  earth* 
**^  Tiie  gentleman  is,  by  employing  hands  likewife^ 
'^  to  embelliih  his  country  with  the  improvement 
*'  of  arts  and  fciences,  with  the  making  and  exe- 
*'  cutinggood  and  v.'holefomc  laws  for  the  preferva- 
<*  tion  of  property,  and  the  didribution  of  juHice» 
«'  and  in  feveral  other  mjanners  to  be  ufeful  to  fo- 
<*  ciety.     Now  we  come  to  the  fecond  part  of  this 
<f  divifion,  viz.  Of  thofe  who  employ  hands  for  their 
*'  ovv  n  ufe  only :  and  this  is  that  noble  and  great  part, 
•*  who  are  generally  diftinguifned  into  Corsouerors, 
«'  ahfohitc  Princes  J  ^icdcjmen^  and  Frigs  *.     Now  all 

*  Thieves. 

"  thefc 
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**  tliefc  diiTer  from  each  other  in  greatnefs  only,  as 
"  they  emplov  iJisre  or  f&zver  hands.  And  Alex- 
"  ander  the  G;'eat:  was  only  greater  than  a  captain 
"  of  one  of  the  Tartarian  or  Ai  abian  hords,  as  he 
*'  was  at  zwc  he.?d  of  a  laro-er  number.    In  what  then 

O 

*'^  is  a  fingie  Fri^  inferior  to  any  other  great  Man, 
*'  but  becaufe  he  employs  his  own  hands  only;  for 
*'^  he  is  nor  on  that  account  to  be  levelled  with  the 
"  bafe  and  vulg;ir,  becaufe  he  employs  his  hands 
*'  for  his  own  ufe  only.  Now,  fuppofe  a  Prig  had 
*'  as  many  tools  as  any  prime  miniiler  ever  had, 
"  would  he  not  be  as  great  as  any  prime  minifter 
*'  v/hacfoever  ?  Undoubtedly  he  would.  What  then 
**  have  I  to  do  in  the  purfint  of  greatnefs.,  but  to 
"  procure  a  gang,  and  to  make  the  ufe  of  this  gang 
"  center  in  mylelf.  This  gang  Ihall  rob  for  me 
**  only,  receiving  very  moderate  rewards  for  their 
"  actions;  out  of  this  gang  I  will  prefer  to  my 
"  favour  the  boldefr  and  moii  iniquitous  (as  the 
"  vulgar  exprefs  it)  ;  the  reil  I  will,  from  time 
"  to  time,  as  I  fee  occafion,  tranfport  and  hang  ac 
**  my  pieafure;  and  thus  (which  I  take  to  be  the 
*'  highell  excellence  of  a  Prig)  convert  thole  laws 
*'  which  are  made  for  the  benefit  and  proteclion  of 
*^  fociety,  to  my  fingle  uf^-," 

Having  thus  preconceived  his  fcheme,  he  faw 
nothing  wanting  co  put  it  in  immediate  execution, 
but  that  which  is  indeed  the  beginning  as  well  as 
the  end  of  all  luiman  devices:  I  mean  m.oney.  Of 
which  commodity  he  was  polTelTed  of  no  more  than 
fixty-five  guineas,  being  all  that  remained  from  the 
double  benefirs  he  had  made  of  Bagihot,  and  whicii 
did  not  feem  fufficient  to  furnifli  his  houfe,  and  every 
other  convenience  necefTary  for  fo  grand  an  under- 
taking. He  refoived  therefore  to  go  imimediately 
to  the  gaming-houfe,  which  was  then  fitting,  not  fo 
jnuch  -with  an  intention  of  trutting  to  fortune,  as  to 
piay  the  furer  card  of  attacking  the  winner  in  his 
way  home.     On   his  arrival,  however,  he  thought 

L  3  lie 
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he  might  as  well  try  his  fuccefs  at  the  dice,  and  re- 
lerve  the  other  refource  as  his  lad  expedient.  He 
accordingly  fat  down  to  play  j  and,  as  fortune,  no 
more  than  others  of  her  fex,  is  obferved  to  diftribute 
her  favours  with  ftricl  regard  to  great  mental  en- 
dowmentSj  fo  our  hero  loft  every  farthing  in  his 
pocket.  This  lofs  however  he  bore  with  great  con- 
ftancy  of  mind,  and  with  as  great  compofure  of 
afpedt.  To  fay  trurh,  he  confidered  the  money  as 
only  lent  for  a  fliort  time,  or  rather  indeed  as  depo- 
fited  with  a  banker.  He  then  refolved  to  have  im- 
mediate recourfe  to  his  furer  firatagem  j  and  cafting 
his  eyes  round  the  room,  he  foon  perceived  a  gen- 
tleman fitting  in  a  difconfolate  pofture,  who  feemed 
a  proper  inftrument  or  tool  for  his  purpofe.  In 
fhort  (to  be  as  concife  as  poffible  in  thefe  leaft  fhin- 
ing  parts  of  our  hiftory),  Wild  accofted  this  man, 
founded  him,  found  him  fit  to  execute,  propofed 
the  matter,  received  a  ready  alTent,  and  having  fixed 
on  the  perfon  who  feemed  that  evening  the  greateft 
favourite  of  fortune,  they  pofted  themfelves  in  the 
moft  proper  -place  to  furprife  the  enemy  as  he  was 
retiring  to  his  quarters,  where  he  was  foon  attacked, 
fubdued,  and  plundered;  but  indeed  of  no  con- 
fiderable  booty  ;  for  it  feems  this  gentleman  played 
on  a  common  ftock,  and  had  depofited  his  winnings 
at  the  fcene  of  a6lion  ;  nor  had  he  any  more  than 
two  fhillings  in  his  pocket  when  he  was  attacked. 

This  vvas  fo  cruel  a  difappointment  to  Wild,  and 
fo  fenfibly  affects  us,  as  no  doubt  it  will  the  reader ; 
that,  as  it  mufi  difqualify  us  both -from  proceeding 
any  farther  at  prefent,  we  will  now  take  a  little 
breath  i  and  therefore  v/e  faali  here  clofe  this  book. 
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CHAP.     L 

Cbara^ers  ■of  filly  people^  with  the  proper  tifes  for  which 
Juch  are  dejigned^ 

N  E  reafon  why  we  chofe  to  end  our  firfl:  book, 
as  we  did,  with  the  laft  chapter,  was,  that  we 
are  now  obliged  to  produce  two  charadlers 
of  a  (lamp  entirely  different  from  what  we  have 
hitherto  dealt  in.  Thefe  perfons  are  of  that  pitiful 
order  of  mortals,  who  are  in  contempt  called  Good- 
natured  i  being  indeed  fenr  into  the  world  by  nature, 
with  the  fame  defign  with  which  men  put  little  fifn 
into  a  pike-pond,  in  order  to  be  devoured  by  thac 
veracious  water-hero. 

L  4  Bur 
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But  to  proceed  with  our  hiilory.  Wild  having 
fhared  the  booty  in  much  the  fame  manner  as  before, 
i.  e.  taken  three- fourths  of  ir,  amounting  toeighteen- 
pence,  was  now  retiring  to  refl:,  in  no  very  happy 
mood,  when  by  an  accident  he  mtt  a  young  feliov/ 
who  had  formerly  been  his  companion,  and  indeed 
intimate  friend,  at  fchool.  It  hath  been  thought 
that  friendfhip  is  ufualiy  nurfed  by  fimilirude  of 
manners;  but  the  contrary  had  been  the  cafe  be- 
tween thefe  lads  :  for  whereas  Wild  was  rapacious 
and  intrepid,  the  other  h;i.d  always  more  regard  for 
his  flc.n  than  his  money  ;  Wild  therefore  had  very 
generoufly  compafiionated  this  dcfecl:  in  his  fchool- 
fcllow,  and  had  brought  him  off  from  many  fcrapcs,  . 
into  moil  of  v*'hich  he  had  firft  drawn  him,  by  cak- 
ing the  fault  and  whipping  to  himfelf.  He  had  aj- 
•ways  indeed  been  well  paid  on  fuch  cccafions  j  but 
there  are  a  fort  of  people,  v/ho,  together  with  the 
beft  of  the  bargain,  will  be  iure  to  have  the  obli- 
p-ation  too  on  their  fide  ;  fo  it  had  happened  here: 
for  tliis  poor  lad  confidered  himfelf  in  the  higlied 
degree  obliged  to  Mr,  Wild,  and  had  contracted  a 
very  preat  eileem  and  friend fnip  for  him  ;  the  traces 
of  which,  an  abfence  of  many  years  had  not  in  the 
leafl:  effaced  in  his  mind.  He  no  looner  knew 
Wild  tlierefore,  than  \\c  accofted  him  in  the  moll 
fiiendly  manner,  and  invited  him  home  with  him 
to  breakfaft  (it  being  now  near  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing), vvhich  invitation  our  hero  with  no  great  dif- 
iiculiy  confented  to.  TIus  young  man,  who  was 
about  Wild's  age,  had  {oir^t  time  before  fet  up  in 
the  trade  of  a  jev/eller,  in  the  materials  or  ftock  for 
which,  he  had  laid  out  the  greatell  p^art  of  a  little 
fortune,  and  had  marri^rd  a  very  agreeable  won'.an 
for  love,  by  whom  he  then  had  two  children.  As 
our  reader  is  to  be  more  acquainted  with  this  perfon, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  open  fomewhat  of. his 
character,  cfpeciaily  as  it  will  ferve  as  a  kind  of 
foil  to  the  noble  and  gr^^t  difpofition  of  our  hero, 
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and  as  the  one  feems  fent  into  this  world  as  a  proper 
objeft  on  which  the  talents  of  the  other  were  to  be 
diiplayed  with  a  proper  and  jufl:  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hcartfree  then  (for  that  was  his 
name)  was  of  an  honeft  and  open  difpofition.  He 
was  of  that  fort  of  men,  whom  experience  only, 
and  not  their  own  natures,  muft  inform,  that  tliere 
are  fuch  things  as  deceit  and  hypocrify  in  the  world  ; 
and  who,  confequently,  are  not  ar  five  and  twenty 
as  difficult  to  be  impofed  upon  as  the  oldeft  and 
moil  fubtle.  He  was  poilefTed  of  feveral  great 
weakneiles  of  niind  ;  being  good-natured,  friendly, 
and  gei»erous  to  a  great  excefs.  He  had  indeed  too 
little  regard  to  common  jufiice,  for  he  had  forgiven 
fome  debts  to  his  acquaintance,  only  becaufe  they 
could  not  pay  him  j  and  had  entrufted  a  bankrupt 
on  hisfetting  up  afecond  time,  from  having  been  con- 
vinced, that  he  had  dealt  in  his  bankruptcy  with  a 
fair  ana  honeft  heart,  and  that  he  had  broke  througia 
misfortune  only,  and  not  from  negled  or  impofture. 
He  was  withal  fo  filiy  a  fellow,  that  he  nevcir  took 
the  lead  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  his  cufiomers, 
and  contented  himfelf  with  very  moderate  gains  on 
his  goods  i  which  he  was  the  better  enabled  to  do, 
notwithftanding  his  generofity,  becaufe  his  life  was 
extremely  temperate,  his  expences  being  folely  con- 
fined to  the  cheerful  entertainment  of  his  friends  at 
home,  and  now  and  then  a  moderate  glafs  of  wine, 
in  which  he  indulged  himfelf  in  the  company  of 
his  wife,  v/ho,  with  an  agreeable  perfon,  was  a 
mean-fpirited,  poor,  domeftic,  low-bred  animal, 
who  confined  herfelf  moftly  to  the  care  of  her  family, 
placed  her  happinefs  in  her  hufband  and  her  chil- 
dren 3  followed  no  expenfive  fafhions  or  diverfions, 
and  indeed  rarely  went  abroad,  unlefs  to  return  the 
vifits  of  a  few  plain  neighbours,  and  twice  a  year 
afforded  herfelf,  in  company  vmh  her  hufband,  the 
diverfion  of  a  play,  where  fhc  never  fat  in  a  higher 
place  than  the  pit. 

To 
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To  this  filly  woman  did  this  filly  fellow  introduce 
the  Great  Wild,  informing  her  at  the  fame  time 
of  their  fchool-acquaintance,  and  the  m.any  obli- 
gations he  had  received  from  him.  This  fimple 
woman  no  fooner  heard  her  hufband  had  been  obliged 
to  her  gueft,  than  her  eyes  fparkled  on  him  with  a 
benevolence,  v;hich  is  an  emanation  from  the  heart, 
and  of  which  great  and  noble  minds,  whofe  hearts 
never  fwell  but  with  an  injury,  can  have  no  very 
adequate  idea  ;  it  is  therefore  no  wonder  that  our 
hero  fhould  mifconfirue,  as  he  did,  the  poor,  inno- 
cent, and  fimple  affection  of  Mrs.  Heartfree  to- 
^wards  her  hufband's  friend,  for  that  great  and  ge- 
nerous paiLon,  which  fires  the  eyes  of  a  modern 
heroine,  v/hcn  the  colonel  is  fo  kind  as  to  indulge 
his  city- creditor  with  partaking  of  his  table  to-day, 
and  of  his  bed  to-morrow.  Wild  therefore  infi:antly 
returned  the  compliment,  as  he  underftood  it,  with 
his  eyes,  and  prefently  after  beftowed  many  enco- 
miums on  her  beauty,  with  which  perhaps  Hie,  who 
was  a  woman,  though  a  good  one,  and  mifappre- 
hended  the  defign,  was  not  difpleafed  any  more  than 
the  hufband. 

When  breakfaft  v/as  ended,  and  the  wife  retired 
to  her  houfehold  affairs.  Wild,  who  had  a  quick  dif- 
ccrnment  into  the  v/eakneffes  of  men,  and  who,  be- 
fides  the  knowledge  of  his  good  (or  foolifh)  difpofi- 
tion  when  a  boy,  had  now  difcovered  feveral  fparks 
of  goodnefs,  friendfhip,  and  generofity  in  his  friend, 
began  to  difcourfe  over  the  accidents  which  had  hap- 
pened in  their  childhood,  and  took  frequent  occa- 
fions  of  reminding  himof  thofe  favours  which  we  have 
before  mentioned  his  having  conferred  on  hi'm  j  he 
then  proceeded  to  the  mou  vehement  profeffions  of 
friendlhip,  and  to  the  mofl;  ardent  expreffions  of  joy  in 
this  renewal  of  their  acquaintance.  He  at  lai!  told 
him  v^ith  great  feeming  pleafure,  that  he  believed  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  ferving  him  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  gentleman  to  his  cuftom,  v/ho  was 

then 
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then  on  the  brink  of  marriage,  and,  if  he  be  not  al- 
ready engaged,  "  I  will,"  fays  he,  *'  endeavour  to 
*'  prevail  on  him  to  furnifh  his  lady  with  jewels  at 
*«  your  fhop." 

Heartfree  was  not  backward  in  thanks  to  our 
hero,  and,  after  many  earned  folicitations  to  din- 
ner, which  were  refufed,  they  parted  for  the  firll 
time. 

But  here,  as  it  occurs  to  our  memory,  that  our 
readers  may  be  furprifed  (an  accident  which  fome- 
times  happens  in  hirtories  of  this  kind)  how  Mr. 
Wild  the  elder,  in  his  prefent  capacity,  (hould  have 
been  able  to  maintain  his  fon  at  a  reputable  fchool, 
as  this  appears  to  have  been,  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  inform  him,  that  Mr.  Wiid  himfelf  was  then  a 
tradefman  in  good  bufinefsj  but,  by  misfortunes 
in  the  world,  to  wit,  extravagance  and  gaming,  he 
had  reduced  himifelf  to  that  honourable  occupation 
which  we  have  formerly  mentioned. 

Having  cleared  up  this  doubt,  we  will  now  pur- 
fue  our  hero,  who  forthwith  repaired  to  the  Count, 
and  having  firft  fettled  preliminary  articles  concern- 
ing didributions,  he  acquainted  him  with  the  fcheme 
which  he  had  formed  againft  Heartfree ;  and  after 
confulting  proper  methods  to  put  it  in  execution, 
they  began  to  concert  m.cafures  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  Count ;  on  which  the  firft,  and  indeed  only 
point  to  be  confidered,  was  to  raife  money,  not  to 
pay  his  debts,  for  that  would  have  required  an  im- 
rnenfe  film,  and  was  contrary  to  his  inclination  or 
intention,  but  to  procure  him  bail ;  for  as  to  his 
efcape,  Mr.  Snap  had  taken  fuch  precautions  that 
it  appeared  abfolutely  impcfllble. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Crsat  examples  of  Greatness  in  Wild,  /hewn  as  zvell 
by  his  behaviour  to  Bagfhotj  as  in  a  fchcme  laidyfirjl, 
to  impofe  on  Hearcfree  hy  means  of  thi  County  and 
ihsn  to  cheat  the  Count  of  the  booty. 

I  L  D  undertook,  therefore,  to  extra<5l  fome 
money  from  Bagfliot,  who,  notwithftanding 
the  depredations  made  on  him,  had  carried  off  a 
pretty  confiderable  booty  from  their  ens^agement  at 
dice  the  preceding  day.  He  found  Mr.  Bagfhoc 
m  expectation  of  liis  bail,  and,  with  a  countenance 
full  of  concern,  which  he  could  at  anytime,  with 
v.'ondejful  art,  put  on,  told  him,  that  all  was  dif- 
covered  -,  that  the  Count  knew  him,  and  intended 
to  profecute  him  for  the  robbery,  had  not  I  exerted 
(faid  he)  my  utmoft  intereft,  and  with  great  difficul- 
ty prevailed  on  him  in  cafe  you  refund  the  money — . 
*^  Refund  the  uioney  !  cry'd  Baglhot,  that  is  in  your 
«'  power  :  for  you  know  what  an  inconfiderable  pare 
**  of  it  fell  to  my  fhare.  How  1  replied  Wild,  is 
•'  this  your  gratitude  to  me  for  faving  your  life? 
"  For  your  own  confcience  muft  convince  you  of 
"  your  guilf,  and  with  how  much  certainty  the  gen- 
''  tleman  can  give  evidence  againft  you.  Marry 
"  come  up,  quoth  Bagfhot,  1  believe  my  life  alone 
**  will  not  be  in  danger.  I  know  thofe  who  are  as 
*'  guilty  as  m.yfelf.     Do  you  tell  me  of  confcience  ? 

" Yes,  firrah  \  anfwered  our  hero,  taking  him 

**  by  the  collar,  and  fince  you  dare  threaten  me,  I 
•'  will  fbew  you  the  difference  between  committing 
**' a  robbery,  and  conniving  at  it,  which  is  all  I 
<'  can  charge  myfelf  with.  I  own  indeed  I  fufpected 
"  when  you  fhewed  me  a  fum  of  money,  that  you 
"  had  not  come  honellly  by  it.  How,  fays  Bagfhot, 
"  frightened  out  of  one  half  of  his  wits,  and  amazed 
<*  out  0£  the  ether,  can  you  deny  r — Yes,   you  ral- 

«  cal, 
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*'  cal,  anfwered  Wild,  I  do  deny  every  thing,  and 
**  do  you  find  a  witnels   to  prove  it;  and,    to  fhew 
**  you  hov-/  little  apprehenfions  I  have  of  your  power 
"  to   hurt  me,    I   will   have   you  apprehended   this 
*'  moment." — At  v/hich  words  he  offered  to  break 
from  him. ;  but  Bagfliot  laid  hold  of  liis  flcirrs,  and, 
with  an  altered  tone  and.  manner,   begged   him   not 
to  be  lb  impatient.  "  Refund  then,  firrah,  cries  Wild, 
<'  and  perhaps  I  may  take  pity  en  yoo."    *' Whac 
"  mull  I  refund  ?"  anfwered  Bagfliot.     "  Every  far- 
*'  thing  in  your  pocket,"  replied  Wild  ;  *^  then  I  may 
*^  have  fome  compaffion  on  you,   and  net  only  favc 
*^  your  liie,  but,  out  of  an  excels  of  generofity,  may 
"  return  you  fomething."     At  which  words  Bag- 
fhot  feeming  to  hefitate.  Wild  pretended  to  make  to 
the  door,  and  rapt  out  an  oath  of  vengeance  with 
fo  violent  an   emphafis,  that  his   friend   no  longer 
prefumed  to  balance,  but  fuftered  Wild  to  fearch  his 
pockets,  and  draw  forth  all  he  found,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty-one  guineas  and   a  half,  which  laf!:  piece 
our  generous  hero  returned  him.  again;  telling  him, 
he  might  now  fleep  fccure,  but  adviled  him  for  the 
future  never  to  threaten  his  friends. 

Thus  did  our  hero  execute  the  greatefl:  exploits 
with  the  utmoft  eafe  imaginable,  by  means  of  thofe 
tranfcendent  qualities  which  nature  had  indulged 
him  with,  viz.  a  bold  heart,  a  thundering  voice, 
and  a  fteady  countenance. 

Wild  now  returned  to  the  Count,  and  informed 
him  that  he  had  got  ten  guineas  of  Bagfliot ;  for, 
with  great  and  commendable  prudence,  he  funk  the 
other  eleven  int©  his  own  pocket;  and  told  him, 
with  that  money  he  would  procure  him  bail,  which 
he  after  prevailed  on  his  father,  and  another  gentle- 
man of  the  fame  occupation,  to  becom.e,  for  two 
guineas  each  ;  fo  that  he  made  lawful  prize  of  fix 
more,  making  Bagfnot  debtor  for  the  whole  ten  ; 
for  fuch  were  his  great  abilities,  and  fo  vaft  the 
compafs  of  his  underftanding,  that  he  never  made 

any 
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any  bargain  without  overreaching  (or,  in  the  vul- 
f^ar  phrafe,  cheating)  the  peribn  with  whon[i  he 
dealt. 

The  Count  being,  by  thefe  means,  enlarged,  the 
firft  thing  they  did,  in  order  to  procure  credit  from 
tradefmen,  was  the  taking  a  handfome  houfe  ready 
furnillied  in  one  of  the  new  ftreets  j  in  which,  as 
foon  as  the  Count  was  fettled,  they  proceeded  to 
furniOi  him  with  fervants  and  equipage,  and  all  the 
infignia  of  a  large  eitate  proper  to  impofe  on  poor 
Heartfree.  Thefe  being  all  obtained.  Wild  made  a 
fecond  vifit  to  his  friend,  and,  with  much  joy  in  his 
countenance,  acquainted  him  that  he  had  iucceeded 
in  his  endeavours,  and  that  the  gentleman  had  pro- 
mifed  to  deal  with  him  for  the  jewels  which  he  in- 
tended to  prefent  his  bride,  and  which  were  defign- 
ed  to  be  very  fplendid  and  coftlvj  he  therefore  ap- 
pointed him  to  go  to  the  Count  the  next  morning, 
and  carry  with  him  a  fet  of  the  richetl  and  mofb 
beautiful  jewels  he  had,  giving  him  at  the  fame  time 
fome  hints  of  the  Count's  ignorance  of  that  commo- 
dity, and  that  he  might  extort  what  price  of  him  he 
pleafed;  but  Heartfree  told  him,  not  without  fome 
difdain,  that  he  fcorned  to  nke  any  fuch  advantages 
and,  after  expreffmg  much  gratitude  to  his  friend  for 
his  recommendation,  he  promifed  to  carry  thejewels 
at  the  hour,  and  to  the  place  appointed. 

I  AM  fenfible  that  the  reader,  if  he  hath  but  the 
leaft  notion  of  greatnefs,  mud  have  fuch  a  contempt 
for  the  extreme  folly  of  this  fellow,  that  he  will  be 
very  little  concerned  at  any  misfortunes  which  may 
befal  him  in  the  fequel  j  for,  to  have  no  fufpicion, 
that  an  old  fchcol-feliow,  with  whom  he  had,  in 
his-  tendered  years,  contrafted  a  friendlbip,  and  who, 
on  the  accidental  renewing  of  their  acquaintance, 
had  profeflfcd  the  moil  pailionate  regard  for  him, 
fnould  be  very  ready  to  impofe  on  himj  in  fhort,  to 
conceive  that  a  friend  fhould,  of  his  own  accord, 
without  any  viev,'  to  his  own  intercfl:,  endeavour  to 

do 
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do  him  a  fervice ;  muft  argue  fuch  weaknefs  of 
mind,  fuch  ignorance  of  the  world,  and  fuch  an 
artlefs,  fimple,  undefigning  heart,  as  muft  render 
the  perfon  poffefTed  of  it  the  loweft  creature,  and  the 
propereft  object  of  contempt  iniaginable,  in  the  eyes 
of  every  man  of  underftanding  and  difcernmtnr. 

Wild  remembered  that  his  friend  Heartfree*s 
faults  were  rather  in  his  heart  than  in  his  head ;  that 
though  he  was  fo  mean  a  fellow,  that  he  was  never 
capable  of  laying  a  defign  to  injure  any  human  crea- 
ture, yet  was  he  by  no  means  a  fool,  nor  liable  to 
any  grofs  impofition,  unlefs  v.-here  his  heart  betrayed 
him.  He  therefore  inftruded  the  Count  to  take  only 
oneof  his  jewels  at  the  firft  interview,  and  to  rejedt 
the  reft  as  not  fine  enough,  and  order  him  to  pro- 
vide fome  richer.  He  faid,  this  management  would 
prevent  Heartfree  from  expecling  ready-m.oney  for 
the  jewel  he  brought  with  him,  which  the  Count 
was  prefently  to  difpofe  of,  and  by  means  of  that 
money,  and  his  great  abilities  at  cards  and  dice,  to 
get  together  as  large  a  fum  as  pofTible,  v/hich  he  was 
to  pay  down  to  Heartfree,  at  the  delivery  of  the  fet 
of  jewels,  who  would  be  thus  void  of  all  manner  of 
fufpicion,  and  would  not  fail  to  give  him  credit  for 
the  refidue. 

By  this  contrivance  it  will  appear  in  the  fequel, 
that  Wild  did  not  only  propofe  to  make  the  impo- 
fition on  Heartfree,  who  was  (hitherto)  void  of  all' 
fufpicion,  more  certain  ;  but  to  rob  the  Count  him- 
felf  of  this  fum.  This  double  method  of  cheating 
the  very  tools  who  are  our  inftruments  to  cheat  others, 
is  the  fupcrlative  degree  of  greatnefs,  and  is  proba- 
bly, as  far  as  any  fpirit  crufted  over  v/ith  clay  can 
carry  it,  falling  very  little  Pnort  of  Diabolifm  itfclf. 

This  method  v/as  immediately  put  in  execution, 
and  the  Count,  the  firft  day,  took  only  a  fingle  bril- 
liant, worth  about  th.ree  hundred  pounds,  and  order- 
ed a  necklace,  earrings,  and  foliraire,  of  the  value 

of 
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of  three  thoufand  more,  to  be  prepared  by  that  day 
fevennight. 

This  interval  was  employed  by  Wild  in  profecut- 
ing  his  fcheme  of  railing  a  gang,  in  which  he  met 
•with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  within  a  few  days  he  had  le- 
vied feveral  bold  and  refohice  fellows,  tit  for  any 
enrerprize,  how  dangerous  or  great  foever. 
^We  have  before  remarked,  that  the  truefl  mark 
of  preatnefs  is  infatiability.  Wild  had  covenanted 
with  the  Count  to  receive  three-fourths  of  the  booty, 
and  had,  at  the  fame  time,  covenanted  with  himfelf, 
to  fecure  the  other  fourth  part  likewife,  for  which 
he  had  formed  a  very  great  and  noble  defign  ;  but 
he  ncv/  faw  with  concern,  that  fum,  which  was  to  be 
received  in  hand  by  Heartfree,  in  danger  of  being 
abfblutelv  loft.  In  order  therefore  to  poilefs  himfelf 
of  that  likewife,  he  contrived  that  the  jewels  fliould 
te  brought  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  Heartfree 
fhould  be  detained  before  the  Count  could  fee  him  j 
fo  that  the  night  fhould  overtake  him  in  his  return, 
•when  two  of  his  gang  were  ordered  to  attack  and 
plunder  him. 

CHAP.    in. 

Containing  fcenes  offoftnefs^  love^  and  honour,  all  in  the 

GREAT  7?}7^. 

f  I  ^^HE  Count  had  difpofed  of  his  jewel  for  its  full 
\^  value,  and  this  he  had,  by  dexterity,  raifed 
to  a  thoufand  pounds  j  this  fum  therefore  he  paid 
down  to  Heartfree,  promifing  him  the  reft  within  a 
month.  His  houfe,  his  equipage,  his  appearance, 
but,  above  all,  a  certain  plaufibility  in  his  voice  and 
behaviour  would  have  deceived  any,  but  one  whofe, 
great  and  wife  heart  had  dictated  to  him  fomething 
within,  which  would  have  fecurcd  him  from  any  dan- 
ger of  impofition  from  vvithout.  Heartfree  there- 
fore did  .not  in  the  leall  fcruple  giving  him  credit  ; 

but 
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but  as  he  had  in  reality  procured  thofe  jewels  of  an- 
other, his  own  little  (lock  not  being  able  to  furniih 
any  thing  fo  valuable,  he  begged  the  Count  would 
be  fo  kind  to  give  his  note  for  the  money,  payable 
at  the  time  he  mentioned;  which  that  gentleman  did 
not  in  the  lead  fcruple  :  fo  he  paid  him  the  thoufand 
pounds  in  fpecie,  and  gave  his  note  for  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  pounds  more  to  Heartfree^  who  burnt 
%vith  gratitude  to  Wild,  for  the  noble  cultomer  he 
had  recommended  to  him. 

As  foon  as  Heartfrce  was  departed,  Wildj  who 
waited  in  another  room,  came  in,  r^nd  received  tiie 
caflcet  from  the  Count;  it  having  been  agreed  be- 
tween them,  that  this  fhould  be  depofited  in  his 
hands,  as  he  v/as  the  original  contriver  of  the  fcheme, 
and  was  to  have  the  largeft  fliare.  Wild  having  re- 
ceived the  cafker,  offered  to  meet  the  Count  late  that 
evening  to  come  to  a  divifion  ,  but  fuch  was  the  lat- 
ter's  confidence  in  the  honour  of  our  hero,  that,  he 
faid,  if  it  was  any  inconvenience  to  him,  the  next 
morning  would  do  altogether  as  v^ell.  This  was 
more  agreeable  to  Wild,  and  accordingly  an  appoint- 
ment being  made  for  that  purpofe,  he  {a  out  in  hade 
to  purfue  Heartfree  to  the  place  where  the  two  gen- 
tlemen were  ordered  to  meet  and  attack  him.  Thofe 
gentlemen,  with  noble  refolution,  executed  their 
purpofe;  they  attacked  and  fpoiled  the  enemy  of  the 
whole  fum  he  had  received  from  the  Count. 

As  foon  as  the  engagement  was  over,  and  Heart- 
free  left  fprawling  on  the  ground,  our  hero,  who 
wifely  declined  trufting  the  booty  in  his  friends  hands, 
though  he  had  good  experience  of  their  honour,  made 
off  after  the  conquerors  :  at  length  they  being  all  at 
a  place  of  fafety,Wild,  according  to  a  previous  agree- 
ment, received  nine-tenths  of  the  booty;  the  fub- 
ordinate  heroes  did  indeed  profefs  fome  little  unwil- 
lingnefs(perhapsmore  than  was  (tridly  confident  with 
honour)  to  perform  their  contraClj  but  Wild,  partly 

Vol.  IV,  M  by 


i62     The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD. 

by  arejument,  but  more  by  oaths  and  threatenings, 
prevailed  with  them  to  fulfil  their  promife. 

Our  hero  having  thus,  with  wonderful  addrefs, 
brought  this  great  and  glorious  a6lion  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion,  refolved  to  relax  his  mind  after  his  fatigue, 
in  the  convcrfation  of  the  fair.  He  therefore  fet  for- 
wards to  his  lovely  L^Etitia?  but,  in  his  way,  acci- 
dentally met  with  a  young  lady  of  his  acquaintance^ 
Mifs  Molly  Straddle,  who  was  taking  the  air  in 
Bridges-flreet.  Mifs  Molly  feeing  Mr.'Wild,  flop- 
ped him,  and  with  a  familiarity  peculiar  to  a  gen- 
teel town  education,  tapp'd  or  rather  flapped  him  on 
the  back,  and  afked  him  to  treat  her  with  a  pint  of 
wine,  at  a  neighbouring  tavern.  The  hero,  though  he 
loved  the  chafte  Lnsticia  with  excefTive  tendernefs,. 
was  not  of  that  lov/  fniveling  breed  of  mortals,  who, 
as  it  is  generally  exprefled,  tie  themfehes  to  a  woman'' s 
apron  firings  ;  in  a  word,  who  are  tainted  with  that 
mean,  bafe,  low  vice  or  virtue  as  it  is  called,  of  con- 
itancy  J  therefore  he  immediately  confented  and  at- 
tended her  to  a  tavern  famous  for  excellent  wine^ 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Rummer  and  Horfefhoe, 
where  they  retired  to  a  room,  by  themfelves.  Wild 
was  very  vehement  in  his  addrcfles,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe  J  the  young  lady  declared  (he  would  grant  no 
favour  till  he  had  made  her  a  prefentj.  this  was  im^ 
mediately  complied  with^  and  the  lover  made  as 
happy  as  he  could  defire. 

The  immoderate  fondnefs  which  Wild  entertained 
for  his  dear  Lcetitia,  would  not  fuffer  him  to  wafte 
any  confiderable  time  with  Mifs  Straddle.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  therefore,,  all  the  endearments  and  cartffes 
of  that  young  lady,  he  foon  made  an  excufe  to  go 
down  ftalrs,  and  thence  inimediately  fet  forward  to 
Lsstitia,  without  taking  any  formal  leave  of  Mifs 
Straddle,  or  indeed  of  the  drawer,,  with  whom  the 
lady  v/as  afterwards  obliged  to  come  to  an  account 
for  the  reckoning* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wild,  on  his  arrival  at  Mr.  Snap's,  found 
only  Mifs  Dolliy  at  homej  that  young  lady  being 
employed  alone,  in  imitation  of  Penelope,  with  her 
thread  or  worded;  only  with  this  difference,  that 
whereas  Penelope  unravelled  by  night  what  fhe  had 
knit,  or  wove,  or  fpun  by  day,  fo  what  our  young 
heroine  unravelled  by  day,  fhe  knit  again  by  night. 
In  fhort,  fnc  was  mending  a  pair  of  blue  ftockings 
with  red  clocks  ;  a  circumftance  which,  perhaps,  we 
might  have  omitted,  had  it  not  ferved  to  fhew  that 
there  are  ftill  fome  ladies  of  this  age,  who  imitate 
the  fimplicity  of  the  ancients. 

Wild   immediately  afked   for  his  beloved,   and 
was  informed,  that  Ihe  was  not  at  home.     He  then 
enquired  where  fne  was  to  be  found,    and  declared, 
he  would  not  depr.rt  till  he  had  feen  her  j   nay,  not  till 
he  had  married  her;  for,  indeed,  his  palTion  for  her 
was  truly  honourable  ;  in  other  words,  he  had  fo  un- 
governable adefire  for  her  perfon,   that  he  would  go 
any  length  to  fatisfy  it.     He  then  pulled  out  the 
calket,  which  he  fwore  was  full  of  the  fineft  jewels, 
and  that  he  would  give  them  all  to  her,  with  other 
promifesi  which  fo  prevailed  on  Mils  Dofhy,  who 
had  not  the  common  failure  of  filters  in  envying, 
and  often  endeavouring  to  difappoint  each  other's 
happinefs,  that  fhe  delired  Mr.  Wild  to  fit  down  a 
few  minutes,  whilft  fhe  endeavoured  to  find  her  fifter, 
and  to  bring  her  to  him.      The  lover  thanked  her, 
and  promifed  today  till  her  return;  and  Mifs  Dofhy, 
leaving  Mr.  Wild  to  his  meditations,  faftened  him 
in  the  kitchen  by  barring  the  door  (for  moft  of  the 
doors  in  this  manfion  were  made  to  be  bolted  on  the 
outfide),   and    then    flapping   too  the  door  of  the 
houfe  with  great  violence,  without  going  out  at  it, 
fhe  ftole  loftly  up  flairs,  where  Mifs  Lstitia  was  en- 
gaged in  clofe  conference  with  Mr.  Bagfhot.     Mifs 
Letty,  being  informed  by  her  filler  in  a  whifper  of 
what  Mr.  Wild  had  faid,  and  what  he  had  produced, 
toid  Mr.  Bagfhot,  that  a  young  lady  was  below  to 
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vifit  her,  whom  flie  would  difpatch  with  all  imagin- 
able hafte,  and  return  to  him.  Shedefired  him  there- 
fore to  (lay  with  patience  for  her  in  the  mean  time,  and 
that  flie  would  leave  the  door  unlocked,   though  her 
papa  would  ntver  forgive  her  if  he  fliould  difcover 
it.     Baglhot  promifed  on  his  honour,   not  to  ftep 
without  his   chamber ;  and  the  two  young  ladies 
went  foftly  down  Hairs;   when  pretending  firft  to 
make  their  entry  into  the  houfe,  they  repaired  to  the 
kitchen,  v,^here  not  even  the  prefence  of  the  chafte 
Lsetitia  could  reltore  that  harmony  to  the  counte- 
nance of  her  lover,   which  Mifs  Theodofia  had  left 
him  pofieflcd  of  j  for,   during  her  abfence,   he  had 
difcovered  the  abfence  of  a   purfe  containing  bank 
notes  for  900 1.  which   had   been  taken   from  Mr. 
Heartfrce,  and  which,  indeed,  Mifs  Straddle  had, 
in  the  warmth  of  his  amorous  careffes,  unperceived 
drawn  from  him.     However,  as  he  had  that  perfecft 
maftery   of  his  temper,  or  rather  of  his  mufcies, 
which  is  as  neceiTary  to  the  forming  a  great  charac- 
ter, as  to  the  perfonating  it  on  the  ftage,  he  foon 
conveyed   a  fmile  into  his  countenance,  and  con- 
cealing as  well  his  misfortune  as  his  chagrin   at  it, 
began  to  pay  honourable  addreffes  to  Mifs  Letty, 
This  young  lady,  among  many  other  good  ingredi- 
ents, had  three  very  predominant  pafiions  ;  to  wit, 
vanity,  wantonnefs,  and  avarice.    To  fatisfy  the  firfl 
ofthefe,  fhe  employed  Mr.  Smirk  and  company;   to 
the  fecond,   Mr.  Bagfnot   and  company;    and  our 
hero  had  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  folely  engrof- 
f.ng  the  third.     Now,  thefe  three  forts  of  lovers  fhe 
had  very  different  ways  of  entertaining.     With  the 
tirft,  (lie  was  all  gay  and  coquette  ;  with  the  fecond, 
aH  fond  and  rampant ;  and  with  the  laft,  all  cold  and 
referved.    She  therefore  told  Mr.  Wild,  with  a  mofl 
compofed  afpecl,  that  ilie  was  glad  he  had  repented 
of  his  manner  of  treating  her  at  their  laft  interview, 
where  his  behaviour  was  fo  monftrous,  that  fhe  had 
fcfolved  never  to  fee  him  any  more  3  that  ihe  was 
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afraid  her  own  fex  would  hardly  pardon  her  the 
v/eaknels  fhe  was  guilty  of  in  receding  from  that  re- 
folution,  which  fhe  was  perfuaded  fhe  never  fliould 
have  brought  herfelf  to,  had  not  her  fifier,  wlio 
was  there  to  confirm  what  Pne  laid  (as  (he  did  v;ith 
many  oaths),  betrayed  her  into  his  company,  by  pre- 
tending it  was  another  perfon  to  vifit  her  :  but  how^- 
ever,  as  he  now  thought  proper  to  give  her  more 
convincing  proofs  of  his  afFeftions  (fur  he  had  now 
the  cafket  in  his  hand),  and  fince  flie  perceived  his 
defigns  v/ere  no  longer  againft  her  virtue,  but  were 
fuch  as  a  woman  of  honour  might  liflen  to,  Ihe  mull 
own — and  then  fhe  feign'd  an  hefitation,  when  The- 
odofia  began:  "  Nay,  fifter,  I  am  refolved  you  (hall 
*'  counterfeit  no  longer.  I  affure  you,  Mr.  Wild, 
*'  flie  hath  the  mofl  violent  paiTion  for  you  in  the 
"  world  i  and  indeed,  dear  Tifhy,  if  you  offer  to 
*'  go  back,  fince  I  plainly  fee  Mr.  V/ild's  defigns 
"  are  honourable,  I  will  betray  all  you  have  ever 
*'  faid." — ''  How,  filler  (anfweredLa^titia),  I  protefl 
**■  you  will  drive  me  out  of  the  room  :  I  did  not  ex- 
*'  ped:  this  ufage  from  you."  Wild  then  fell  on  his 
knees,  and  taking  hold  of  her  hand,  repeated  a  fpeecii 
which,  as  the  reader  may  eafily  fuggeft  it  to  himfelf, 
I  fliali  not  here  fet  down.  He  then  offered  her  the 
cafket,  but  fhe  gently  rejected  iti  and  on  a  fecond 
offer,  with  a  modeft  countenance  and  voice,  defired 
to  know  what  it  contained.  Wild  then  opened  ir, 
and  took  forth  (with  forrow  I  write  it,  and  with  fur- 
row v/ill  it  be  read)  one  of  thofe  beautiful  necklaces, 
with  which,  at  the  fair  of  Bartholomew,  they  deck 
the  well-bewhitened  neck  of  Thaleftris  queen  of  A- 
mazons,  Anna  Bullen,  queen  Elizabeth,  or  fome 
other  high  princefs  in  Drollic  ftory.  It  was  indeed 
compofcd  of  that  pafte,  which  Derdasus  Magnus,  an 
ingenious  toyman,  doth  at  a  very  moderate  price  dif~ 
penfe  of  to  the  fecond-rate  beaus  of  the  metropolis. 
For,  to  open  a  truth,  which  we  afk  our  reader's 
pardon  for  having  concealed  from  him  fo  long,  the 
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fagacious  Count,  wifely  fearing  left  feme  accident 
might  prevent  Mr.  Wild's  return  at  the  appointed 
tinne,  had  carefully  conveyed  the  jewels  which  Mr. 
Heartfree  had  brought  with  him,  into  his  own  poc- 
ket; and  in  their  ftead  had  placed  in  the  cafketthefe 
artificial  ftones,  which,  though  of  equal  value  to  a 
philofopher,  and  perhaps  of  a  much  greater  to  a  true 
admirer  of  the  compofitions  of  art,  had  not  however 
the  fame  charms  in  the  eyes  of  Mifs  Letty  -,  who 
had  indeed  fome  knowledge  of  jewels:  for  Mr.  Snap, 
with  great  reafun,  confidering  how  valuable  a  part 
of  a  lady's  education  it  would  be  to  be  well  inftrudl- 
ed  in  thefe  things,  in  an  age  vvhen  young  ladies  learn 
little  more  than  how  to  drefs  themfelves,  had  in  her 
youth  placed  Mifs  Letty  as  the  handmaid  (or  houfe- 
maid  as  the  vulgar  call  it)  of  an  eminent  pav.^n- 
broker.  The  lightning,  therefore,  which  fliould 
have  flafhed  from  the  jewels,  flafhed  from  her  eyes, 
and  thunder  imn:iediacely  followed  from  her  voice. 
She  beknaved,  berafcalled,  berogued  the  unhappy 
hero,  v/ho  flood  filent,  confounded  with  altonifh- 
ment,  but  more  with  fhame  and  indignation,  at  be- 
ing thus  outwitted  and  overreached.  At  length,  he 
recovered  his  fpirits,  and  throwing  down  the  calket 
in  a  rage,  he  fnatched  the  key  from  the  table  j  and 
without  making  any  anfwer  to  the  ladies,  who  both 
very  plentifully  opened  upon  him,  and  without  tak- 
ing any  leave  of  them,  he  flev/  out  at  the  door,  and 
repaired  with  the  utmoll  expedition  to  the  Count's 
habitation. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

itt  which  Wild,  after  many  fruitJefs  endeavours  to  dif- 
cover  his  friend,  morali7.es  on  his  misfortune  in  a 
fpeech^  which  may  be  of  ufe  (if  rightly  underjlood) 
to  forae  other  c  ?ifiderahle  fpcech-makcrs. 

O  T  the  higheft-fed  footman  of  the  higheft- 
bred  woman  of  quality  knocks  with  more  im- 
peiuofity,  than  Wild  d.d  at  the  Count's  door,  which 
was  immediately  opened  by  a  welJ-drefTed  livery- 
man, who  anfwered  that  his  mafter  was  not  at  home. 
Wild,  not  fatisfied  with  this,  fcarched  thehoiife,  but 
to  no  purpofcj  he  then  ranfacked  all  the  gaming- 
houfes  in  town,  but  found  no  Count :  indeed,  that 
gentleman  had  taken  leave  of  his  houfe  the  fame 
inftant  Mr.  Wild  had  turned  his  back,  and,  equip- 
ping himfelf  with  boots  and  a  poft-horfe,  v/ithouc 
taking  with  him  either  fervant,  clothes,  or  any  ne- 
ceffaries  for  the  journey  of  a  great  man,  made  fuch 
mighty  expedition  that  he  v;as  now  upwards  of 
twenty  miles  on  his  way  to  Dover. 

W^iLD,  finding  his  fearch  ineffedual,  refolved  to 
give  it  over  for  that  night;  he  tlien  retired  to  his 
feat  of  contemplation,  a  nightceil;ir,  where,  with- 
out a  fingle  farthing  in  his  pocket,  he  called  for  a 
fneaker  of  punch,  and,  placing  himfelf  on  a  bench  by. 
himfelf,  he  fofUy  vented  i\\q  following  foliloquy  : 

*'  How  vain  is  human  greatness  !  What  avail 
'^  fuperior  abilities,  and  a  noble  defiance  of  thofc 
*'  narrow  rules  and  bounds  which  confine  the  vul- 
**  gar  J  when  our  bed  concerted  fchemes  are  liable 
"  to  be  defeated  1  How  unhappy  is  the  (late  of 
'*  Priggism  !  How  impoffible  for  human  prudence 
'^  to  forefee  and  guard  againft  every  circumvention  ! 
*'  It  is  even  as  a  game  of  chefs,  vv'here,  while  the 
"  rook,  or  knight,  or  billiop,  is  bofied  in  forecaft- 
"  ing  fome  great  enterprize,  a  v/orthiefs  pawn  inter- 
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"  pofes,  and  difconcerts  his  fcheme.     Better  had  it 
**  been  for  me  to  have  obferved  the  fimple  laws  of 
"  friendfliip   and  morality,    than  thus  to    ruin  my 
"  friend  for  the  benefit  of  others.     I   might  have 
^'  commanded  his  purfe  to  any  degree  of  rnodera- 
^*  tion;  I  have  now  difabled  him  from  the  power  of 
"  ferving  me.     Well !   but  that  v^as  not  my  defign. 
**  If  I  cannot  arraign  my  ovyn  condy^j  why  fhould 
**  I,  like  a  woman  or  a  child,  fit  down  and  lament 
**  the  difappointment  of  chance  ?  But  can  I  acquit 
*'  myfelf  of  all  neglect  ?  Did  I  not  miifbehave  in  put- 
*'  ting  it  into  the  power  of  others  to  outwit  me  ?  But 
*'  chat  is  impofllbie  to  be  avoided.     In  this  a  Prig 
"  is  more  unhappy  than  any  other  :  a  cautious  man 
"  may,  in   a  crowd,  preferve  his  own  pockets  by 
"  keeping  his  hands  in  them )  but  while  the  Prif 
**  employs  his  liands  in  another's  pocket,  how  fhall 
**  he  be  able  to  defend  his  own  !   Indeed,  in  this  light 
*^  what  can  be  imagined  more  miferable  than  a  Prig  ? 
'^  How  dangerous  are  his  acquilitions  !   how  unfafe, 
**  how  unquiet  his  poffeiTions  !  why  then  fliould  any 
"  man  wifii  to  be  a  PnV,  or  where  is  his  greatnefs  ? 
*^  I  anfwer,  in  his  mind  :  'tis  the  inward  glory,  the 
*'  fecret  confcioufnefs  of  doing  great  and  wonderful 
"  actions,  which  can  alone  fupport  rhe  truly  great 
**  Man,  whether  he  be  a  Comqueror,  a  Tyrant,  a 
"  Statesman,  or  a  Prig.     Thefe  mult  bear  him 
**  up  againft  the  private  curfe  and  public  impreca- 
'*  tion,  and  while  he  is  hated  and  detefted  by  all  man- 
**  kind,  mull  make  him  inwardly  fatisfied  with  him- 
',*  felf.    For  what  but  fome  fuch  inward  fatisfaftion  as 
**  this  could  infpire  men  pofiefied  of  power:,  of  wealth, 
'*  of  every  human  blefling,  which  pride,  avarice,  or 
*^*  luxury  could  defire,  to  forfake  their  homes,  aban- 
''  don  eafe  and  repofe,  and  at  the  expence  of  riches 
"  and  pleafures,  at  the  price  of  labour  and  hardfhip, 
'«  and  at  the  hazard  of  all  that  fortune  hath  liberally 
<^  given  them,  could  fend  them  at  the  head  of  a 
"  multitude  0^  Prigs  called  an  army,  to  moleft  their 
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«'  neighbours;  to  introduce  rape,  rapine,  bloodflied, 
**  and  every  kind  of  mifery  among  their  own  Ipe- 
'f  cies  ?  What  but  fome  fuch  glorious  appetite  of 
."  mind  could  inflame  princes,  endowed  wicli  the 
*'  greateft  honours,  and  enriched  with  the  moft  plen- 
**  tiful  revenues,  to  defire  maliciouriy  to  rob  thofe 
"  fubjedls  of  their  liberties,  who  are  content  to  fweat 
<*  for  the  luxury,  and  to  bow  down  their  knees  to 
**  the  pride  of  thofe  very  princes  ?  What  but  this 
*'  can  infpire  them  to  deflroy  one  half  of  their  kib- 
**  jects,  in  order  to  reduce  the  reft  to  an  abfolute  de- 
"  pendance  on  their  own  wills,  and  on  thofe  of  their 
«f  brutal  fucccllors  ?  What  other  motive  could  fe- 
**  duce  a  fubjed,  poflefled  of  great  property  in  his 
*^  community,  to  betray  the  intereft  of  his  fellow- 
*"^  fubje6i:s,  of  his  brethren,  and  his  pofterity,  to  the 
*'  wanton  difpofition  of  fuch  princes  ?  Laftly,  what 
*'  lefs  inducement  could  perfuade  the  Prig  to  forfake 
*'  t]'2  methods  of  acquiring  a  fiifc,  an  honeft,  and 
ff  a  plentiful  livelihood,  and,  at  the  hazard  of  even 
**  life  itfelf,  and  what  is  miftakingly  called  difho- 
*'  nour,  to  break  openly  and  bravely  through  the 
"  laws  of  his  country,  for  uncertain,  unfteady,  and 
"  unfafe  gain  ?  Let  me  then  hold  myfelf  contented 
**  v/ith  this  refleftion,  that  I  have  been  wife,  though 
<«  unfuccefsful,  and  am  a  great,  though  an  unhap- 
"  py  man." 

His  foliloquy  and  his  punch  concluded  together; 
for  he  had  at  every  paufe  comforted  himfelf  with  a 
fip.  And  now  it  came  firfb  into  his  liead,  tliat  it 
would  be  more  difficult  to  pay  for  it,  than  it  was 
to  fwallow  it,  when,  to  his  great  pleafure,  he  beheld, 
at  another  corner  of  the  room,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  he  had  employed  in  the  attack  on  Heartfree, 
and  who,  he  doubted  not,  would  readily  lend  him  a 
guinea  or  two;  but  he  had  the  mortification,  on 
applying  to  him,  to  hear  that  the  gaming-table  had 
ftripped  him  of  all  the  booty  which  his  own  gene- 
fofity  had  lefc  in  his  poiTeffion.     He  was  therefore 

obliged 
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obliged  to  purfue  his  ufual  method  on  fuch  occa- 
fions  :  fo,  cocking  his  hat  fiercely,  he  marched  out 
of  the  room  without  making  any  excufe^  or  any  one 
daring  to  make  the  leaft  demand. 

CHAP.     V. 

Containirig  many  fur prixhig  adventures^  "Juhkh  cur  Hero, 
'^jith  GREAT  Greatness,  atchkved. 

Wl  ^  will  now  leave  our  hero  to  take  a  fhort  re- 
V V  pof^j  ^rici  return  to  Mr.  Snap's,  where,  at 
Wild's  departure  the  fair  Theodofia  had  again  be- 
taken herlelf  to  her  (locking,  and  Mifs  Letty  had 
retired  up  ftairs  to  Mr.  Bagfhot  j  but  that  gentleman 
had  broken  his  parole,  and,  having  conveyed  him- 
felf  below  ftairs  behind  a  door,  he  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  Wild's  faliy  to  make  his  efcape.  We  Ihall 
only  obferve,  that  Mifs  Letty's  furprize  was  the 
greater,  as  ihe  had,  nocwithftanding  her  promife  to 
the  contrary^  taken  the  precaution  to  turn  the  key  ;, 
but,  in  her  hurry,  fhe  did  it  ineffeclually.  How 
■wretched  muft  have  been  the  fituation  of  this  young 
creature,  who  had  not  only  loft  a  lover,  on  whom 
her  tender  heart  perfectly  doated,  but  was  expofcd 
to  the  rage  of  an  injured  father,  tenderly  jealous  of 
his  honour,  which  was  deeply  engaged  to  the  ftieriff 
of  London  and  Middlefex  for  the  fafe  cuftody  of  the 
faid  Bagfhot,  and  for  which  two  very  good  refpon- 
fible  friends  had  given  not  only  their  words  but  their 
bonds. 

But  let  us  remove  our  eyes  from  this  melancholy 
object,  and  furvey  our  hero,  who,  after  a  fuccefslefs 
fearch  for  Mifs  Straddle,  with  wonderful  grcatnefs 
of  mind,  and  lleadinefs  of  countenance,  went  early 
in  the  miOrningto  vifit  his  friend  Heartfrce,  at  a  time 
when  the  common  herd  of  friends  would  have  for- 
faken  and  avoided  him.  He  entered  the  room  with 
a  cheerful  air,  which  he  prefently  changed  into  fur- 
prize 
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prize  on  feeing  his  friend  in  a  nightgown,  with  his 
v/ounded  head  bound  about  with  linen,  and  looking: 
extremely  pale  from  a  great  effufion  of  blood.  When 
Wild  was  informed  by  Heartfree  what  had  happen- 
ed, he  firft  exprefled  great  forrow,  and  afterwards 
fuffered  as  violent  agonies  of  rajze  againll  the  rob- 
bers to  burft  from  him.  Heartfree,  in  companion 
to  the  deep  imprelTions  his  misfortunes  feemed  to 
make  on  his  friend,  endeavoured  to  leflen  it  as  much 
as  polTible,  at  the  fame  time  exaggerating  the  obli- 
gation he  owed  ro  Wild,  in  which  his  wife  likewife 
feconded  him;  and  they  breakfafted  with  more  com- 
fort than  was  reafonably  to  be  expected  after  fuch  an 
accident.  Heartfree  exprefling  great  fatisfadlion  that 
he  had  put  the  Count's  note  in  another  pocket-book, 
adding,  that  fuch  a  lofs  would  have  been  fatal  to 
him  J  "  for  to  confefs  the  truth  to  you,  my  dear 
"  friend,  faid  he,  I  have  had  feme  lolfes  lately  which 
"  have  greatly  perplexed  my  affairs;  and  though  I 
"^  have  many  debts  due  to  m.e  from  people  of  great 
"  fafhion,  I  affure  you  I  know  not  where  to  be  cer- 
**  tain  of  getting  a  fiiiiling."  Wild  greatly  felicitated 
him  on  the  lucky  accident  of  preferving  his  note, 
and  then  proceeded,  with  much  acrimony,  to  in- 
veigh againft  the  barbarity  of  people  of  fafhion,  who 
kept  tradefmen  out  of  their  money. 

While  they  amufed  themfelves  v*'ith  difcourfesof 
this  kind,  V/ild,  medicating  v/ithin  himfelf  whether 
he  fhould  borrow  or  ileal  from  his  friend,  or  indeed 
whether  he  could  not  effc6l  both,  the  apprentice 
brought  a  bank  note  of  500  1.  in  to  Heartfree,  wnich, 
he  faid,  a  gentlewoman  in  the  fliop,  who  had  beea 
looking  at  fome  jewels,  defired  him  to  exchange. 
Heartfree  looking  at  the  number,  immediately  recol- 
lecled  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  he  had  been  robbed  of. 
With  this  difcovery  he  acquainted  Wild,  who,  with 
the  notable  prefence  of  mind,  and  unchanged  com- 
plexion, fo  effential  to  a  great  character,  advifed 
him    to   proceed   cautioufiy;   and  offered  (as  Mr. 

Heartfree 
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Heartfree  himfelf  was,  he  faid,  too  much  fiuftered 
to  examine  the  woman  with  fnfficient  art)  to  take 
her  into  a  room  in  his  houfe  alone.  He  would,  he 
fdid,  perfonate  the  mafter  of  the  fhop,  would  pre- 
tend to  Pnevv  her  fome  jewels,  and  would  undertake 
to  get  fufficient  information  out  of  her  to  fecure  the 
rogues,  and  mofi:  probably  all  their  booty.  This 
propofal  was  readily  and  thankfully  accepted  by 
Heartfree.  Wild  went  immediately  up  flairs  into 
the  room  appointed,  whither  the  apprentice,  ac- 
cording to  appointm.ent,  conduffled  the  kdy. 

The  apprentice  v/as  ordered  down  (lairs  the  mo- 
ment the  lady  entered  the  room  j  and  Wild,  having 
iliut  the  door,  approached  her  with  great  ferocity  in 
h^is  looks,  and  began  to  expatiate  on  the  complicated 
bafenefs  of  the  crime  fhe  had  been  guilty  of;  but 
though  he  uttered  many  good  IclTons  of  morality,  as 
we  doubt  whether  froni  a  particular  reafon  they  may 
work  any  very  good  effect  on  our  reader,  we  (hall 
omit  his  fpeech,  and  only  mention  his  conclufion, 
which  was  by  aiking  her,  what  mercy  fhe  could  now 
expect  from  him  ?  Mifs  Straddle,  for  that  was  the 
young  lady,  who  had  had  a  good  education,  and  had 
been  more  than  once  prefent  at  the  Old  Bailey,  very 
confidently  denied  the  v»^hole  charge,  and  faid,  (he 
had  received  the  note  from  a  friend.  Wild  then  raif- 
ing  his  voice,  told  her,  flie  fliould  be  immediately 
committed,  and  Ihe  might  depend  on  being  con- 
vifted  ;  *^  but,"  added  he,  "  changing  his  tone, 
*«  as  I  have  a  violent  affeclion  for  thee,  my  dear 
*'  Straddle,  if  you  will  follow  my  advice,  I  promife 
*f  you  on  my  honour,  to  forgive  you,  nor  ihall  you 
*'  beevercalled  inqueftiononthisaccount."  "Why, 
*'  what  Vv'ould  you  have  me  to  do,  Mr.  Wild  ?"  re- 
plied the  young  lady,  with  a  pleafanter  afpeft.  "  You 
*'  mull  know  then,"  faid  \Vild,  **  the  money  you 
*'  picked  out  of  my  pocket  (nay,  by  G — d  you  did, 
"  and  if  you  offer  to  flinch,  you  lliall  be  convi6ted  of 
'*  it)  I  won  at  play  of  a  fellow,  wlio,  it  feems,  rob-? 

"  bed 
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*^  bed  my  friend  of  it  j   you  mnft,  therefore,  give  ah 
*'  information  on  oath  againfl  one  Thomas  Fierce, 
*^  and  fay,  that  you  received  the  note  from  him,  and 
"  leave  the  reft  to  me.     I  am  certain,  Molly,  you 
'^  muft  be  fenfible  of  your  obligations  to  me,  wiio 
"  return  good  for  evil  to  you  in  this  manner.'*  The 
lady  readily  confentcd  ;   and  advanced  to  embrace 
Mr.  Wild,    who  ftepped    a  little  back  and  cried, 
*'  Hold,  Molly j  there  are  two  other  notes  of  2Col. 
"  each  to  be  accounted  for,  where  are  they  ?"  The 
lady  protefted  with  the  moftfolemn  afleverations  that 
fhe  knew  of  no  more;   with  which,   when  Wild  was 
not  fatisfied,  fiie  cried,  '*  I  will  ftand  fearch."  ^'•Thac 
"  you  fhall,"  anfwered  Wild,  "  and  ftand  ftrip  too." 
He  then  proceeded  to  tumble  and  fearch  her,  but  to 
no  purpofe,  till  at  iaft  flie  burft  into  tears,  and  de- 
clared flie  would  tell  the  truth  (as  indeed  Ihe  didj) 
fhe  then  confefTed  that  fne  had  difpofed  of  the  one  to 
Jack  Swagger,  a  great  favourite  of  the  ladies,  be- 
ing an  Irifti  gentleman,  who  had  been  bred  clerk  to 
an  attorney,  afterwards  whipped  out  of  a  regiment 
of  dragoons,  and  was  then  a  Newgate  folicitor,  and 
a  bawdyhoufe  bully  j  and  as  for  the  other,  ftie  had 
laid  it  all  out  that  very  morning  in  brocaded  filks, 
and  Flanders  lace.  With  this  account  Wild,  who  in- 
deed knew  it  to  be  a  very  probable  one,   was  forced 
to  be  contented ;  and  now  abandoning  all  further 
thoughts  of  what  he  faw  was  irretrievably  loft,  he 
gave  the  lady  fome  further  inftructions,  and  then,  de- 
firing  her  to  ftay  a  few  minutes  behind  him,  he  re- 
turned to  his  friend,  and  acquainted  him  that  he 
had  difcovered  the  whole  roguery ;  that  the  woman 
had  confeiTed  from  whom  Die  iiad  received  the  note, 
and  promifed  to  give  an  information  before  a  juftice 
of  peace ;  adding,  he  was  concerned  he  could  not 
attend  him  thither,  beino-oblie-ed  to  2:0  to  the  other 
end  of  the  town  to  receive  thirty  pounds,  which  he 
was  to  pay  that  evening.    Hcartfre-e  faid,  that  fl^ould 
not  prevent  him  of  his  company,  for  he  could  eafify 

lend 
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lend  him  fuch  a  trifle.  This  was  accordingly  done 
and  accepted,  and  Wild,  Heartfree,  and  the  lady- 
went  to  the  jullice  together. 

The  warrant  being  granted,  and  the  conftable  be- 
ing acquainted  by  the  fady,  who  received  her  infor- 
mation from  Wild  of  Mr.  Fierce's  haunts,  he  was 
cafily  apprehended,  and,  being  confronted  with  Mifs 
Straddle,  who  fwore  pofitively  to  him,  though  ilie 
had  never  feen  him  before  j  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate,  where  he  Immediately  conveyed  an  infor- 
mation to  Wild  of  what  had  happened,  and  in  the 
evening  received  a  vifit  from  him. 

V/iLD  afteded  g-reat  concern  for  his  friend's  mis- 
fortune,  and  as  great  furprize  at  the  means  by  v/hich 
it  was  brought  about.  However,  he  told  Fierce  that 
he  mufb  certainly  be  miftaken  in  that  point,  of  his 
having  had  no  acquaintance  with  Mifs  Straddle;  but 
added,  that  he  v/ould  find  her  out,  and  endeavour  to 
take  off  her  evidence;  which,  he  obferved,  did  not 
come  home'enough  to  endanger  him;  befides,  he 
would  fecure  him  witnefles  of  an  alibi,  and  five  or 
fix  to  his  charader  ;  fo  that  he  need  be  under  no 
apprehenlion,  for  his  confinement  till  the  feffions 
would  be  his  only  punifl-imient. 

Fierce,  who  was  greatly  comforted  by  thefe  af- 
furances  of  his  friend,  returned  him  many  thanks, 
and  both  fhaking  each  other  very  earneftly  by  the 
hand,  with  a  very  hearty  embrace  they  feparated. 

The  hero  confidered  with  himfelf  that  a  fingle 
evidence  of  Mifs  Straddle  would  not  be  fufficient  to 
convict  Fierce,  whom  he  refolved  to  hang,  as  he  was 
the  perfon  who  had  principally  refufed  to  deliver  him 
the  (lipulated  ihare  of  the  booty;  he  therefore  went 
in  queft  of  Mr.  James  Sly,  the  gentleman  who  had 
affilted  in  the  exploit;  and  found,  and  acquainted 
him  with  the  apprehending  of  Fierce.  Wild  then 
intimating  his  fear,  left  Fierce  Ihould  impeach  Sly, 
advifed  him  to  be  beforehand,  tofurrendcr  himfelf  to 

a  jufticc 
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a  juftice  of  peace,  and  offer  himfelf  as  an  evidence. 
Sly  approved  Mr.  Wild's  opinion,  went  dirediy  to  a 
magiftrate,  and  was  by  him  committed  to  the  Gate- 
houfe,  with  a  promife  of  being  admitted  evidence 
againft  his  companion. 

Fierce  was,  in  a  few  days,  brought  to  his  trial 
ar  the  Old  Bailey,  where,  to  his  great  confufion,  his 
old  friend  Sly  appeared  againft  him,  as  did  Mifs 
Straddle.  His  only  hopes  were  now  in  the  affiftances 
which  our  hero  had  promifed  him.  Thefe  unhappily 
failed  him  :  fo  that  the  evidence  being  plain  againft 
him,  and  he  making  no  defence,  the  jury  convicted 
him,  the  court  condemned  him,  and  Mr.  Ketch 
executed  him. 

With  fuch  infinite  addrefs,  did  this  truly  great 
man  know  to  play  with  the  pafTions  of  men,  to  fee 
them  at  variance  with  each  other,  and  to  work  his 
own  purpofes  out  of  thofe  jealoufies  and  apprehen- 
fions,  which  he  was  wonderfully  ready  at  creating 
by  means  of  thofe  great  arts  which  the  vulgar  call 
treachery,  diflembling,  promifing,  lying,  falfehood, 
Q^c,  but  which  are  by  great  men  fummed  up  in  the 
colleftive  name  of  policy,  or  politics,  or  rather  pol- 
litricsi  an  art  of  which,  as  it  is  the  higheft  excel- 
lence of  human  nature,  perhaps  our  great  man  was 
the  moft  eminent  mafter, 

C  H  A  P.    VI. 

Of  hats. 

WILD  had  now  got  together  a  very  confidcr- 
able  gang,  compofed  of  undone  gamefters, 
ruined  bailiffs,  broken  tradefmen,  idle  apprentices, 
attornies  clerks,  and  loofe  and  diforderly  youth,  who 
being  born  to  no  fortune,  nor  bred  to  any  trade  or 
profefTion,  were  willing  to  live  luxuriouily  without 
labour.  As  thefe  perfons  wore  different  Principles^ 
u  e.  HaiSy  frequent  diflentions  grew  among  them. 
S  There 
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There  were  particularly  two  partk^,  viz.  thofe  who 
■wore  hats  fiercely  cocked,  and  thofe  who  preferred 
the  Nab  or  trencher  hat,  with  the  brim  flapping  over 
tiieir  eyes.  The  former  were  called  Cavaliers  and 
Tory  Rory  Ranter  BoySy  Sec,  The  latter  went  by  the 
feveral  names  of  Waga^  Roundheads,  Shakebags, 
Oldnollsj  and  feveral  others.  Between  thefe,  con- 
tinual jars  arofe  j  infomuch  that  they  grew  in  time 
to  think  there  was  fomething  eflTential  in  their  dif- 
ferences, and  that  their  interelU  were  incompatible 
with  each  other,  whereas,  in  truth,  the  difference  lay 
only  in  the  fafliion  of  their  hats.  Wild  therefore, 
having  aHembled  them  all  at  an  alehoufe  on  the 
night  after  Fierce's  execution,  and  perceiving  evident 
marks  of  their  inifundcrfl:andinQ:s  from  their  beha- 
viour  to  each  other,  addreffed  them  in  the  following 
gentle,  but  forcible  manner  *i  "  Gentlemen,  I  am 
"  afhamed  to  fee  men  embarked  in  fo  great  and  glo- 
*'  rious  an  undertaking,  as  that  of  robbing  the 
*'  public,  lb  fooiifiily  and  weakly  diflenting  among 

*  There  is  fomething  very  myllerious  In  this  fpeech,  which 
probably  that  chapter  written  by  Ariftotle  on  this  fubjedt,  which 
is  mentioned  by  a  French  author,  might  have  given  feme  light 
into  J  but  that  is  unhappily  among  the  loft  v/orks  of  that  philo- 
fopher.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Gahrus,  which  is  Latin  for  a  Hat, 
ngnilies  likewife  a  Dog-filli,  as  the  Greek  word  Kwyrt  doth  the 
fcin  of  tha:  animal  ;  of  which  I  fuppofe  the  hats  or  kelmets  of 
the  ancients  were  compofed,  as  ours  at  prefent  are  of  the  beaver 
Or  rabbit.  Sophocles,  in  the  latter  end  of  his  Ajax,  alludes  to 
a  method  of  cheating  in  hatsj  and  the  fch-rliaft  on  the  place  tells 
us  of  (  ne  Crephontes,  who  was  a  mafter  of  the  art.  It  is  obferv- 
able  likewife,  that  Achilles,  in  the  firft  Iliad  of  Homer,  tells  A- 
gamemnon,  in  anger,  that  he  had  dog's  eyes.  Now,  as  the  eyes 
of  a  dog  are  handfomer  than  thofe  of  almoft  any  other  animj*', 
this  could  be  no  term  of  reproach.  He  muft  therefore  mean  that 
he  had  a  hat  on,  which,  perhaps,  from  the  creature  it  was  made 
of,  or  from  foms  other  feafon,  might  have  been  a  mark  of  in- 
famy. This  iuperllitions  opinion  may  account  for  that  cuftom, 
which  hath  defcended  through  all  nations,  of  (hewing  refpccl 
by  pulling  off  tliis  covering  ;  and  that  no  man  is  elteemed  fit  to 
converfe  with  his  fuperlors  with  it  on.  I  fhall  conclude  this  learn- 
ed note  with  remarking,  that  the  term  Old  Hat,  is  at  prefent 
ufed  by  the  vulgar  in  no  very  honourable  icni^. 

"  them- 
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themfelve?.  Do  you  think  the  fird  inventors  of 
hats,  or  at  lead:  of  the  diftindtions  between  them, 
really  conceived  that  one  form  of  hats  fhould  in- 
fpirc  a  man  with  divinity,  another  with  law,  an- 
other with  learning,  or  another  with  braveryr  No, 
they  meant  no  more  by  thefe  outward  figns^  than 
to  impofe  on  the  vulgar,  and  indead  of  putting 
great  men  to  the  trouble  of  acquiring  or  maintain- 
ing the  fubdance,  to  make  it  fufficient  that  they 
condefcend  to  wear  the  type  or  (hadow  of  iCi 
You  do  wifely,  therefore,  when  in  a  crowd,  to 
amufe  the  mob  by  quarrels  on  fuch  accounts,  that, 
while  rhcy  are  lillening  to  your  jargon,  you  may, 
with  the  greater  eafe  and  fafety,  pick  their  pockets : 
but  furely  to  be  in  earned,  and  privately  to  keep 
up  fuch  a  ridiculous  contention  an^ongyourfclves, 
mud  argue  the  highe;d  folly  and  abfurdity.  When 
you  know  you  are  all  PrigSy  what  difference  can  a 
broad  or  a  narrow  brim  create  ?  Is  a  Prig  lefs  a 
Prig  in  one  hat  than  in  another  ?  If  the  public 
fliould  be  weak  enou^^h  to  intered  rhemfelves  in 

O 

your  quarrels,  and  to  prefer  one  pack  to  the  other, 
while  both  are  aiming  at  their  purfes  ^  it  is  your 
bufmefs  to  laugh  ar,  not  imitdte  their  folly.  What 
can  be  more  ridiculous  than  for  gentlemen  to 
quarrel  about  hats,  when  there  is  not  one  among 
you  whofe  hat  is  worth  a  farthing.  What  is  the 
ufe  of  a  hat,  farther  than  to  keep  the  head  warm, 
or  to  hide  a  bald  crown  from  the  public  ?  It  is  the 
mark  of  a  gentleman  to  move  his  hat  on  every 
occafion  ;  and  in  courts  and  noble  affemblies,  no 
man  ever  wears  one.  Let  me  hear  no  more  there- 
fore of  this  childidi  difagreement,  but  all  tofs  up 
your  hats  together  with  one  accord,  and  ccnfider 
that  hat  as  the  bell,  which  will  contain  the  largeft 
booty."  He  thus  ended  his  fpeech,  which  was 
followed  by  a  murmuring  applaufe,  and  immediately 
all  prefent  toffed  their  hats  together  as  he  had  com- 
manded them. 

Vol.  IV.  N  CHAP, 
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CHAP.     VII. 

She-jjing  the  confcquence  'which  attended  Heartfree'j  ad- 
ventures  with  Wild  j  all  natural^  and  common  enough 
to  little  wretches  who  deal  with  Great  Men  ;  toge- 
ther with  feme  precedents  of  letters,  hing  the  different 
methods  of  anfivering  a  dun. 

E  T  us  now  return  to  rieartfree,  to  whom  the 
Count^s  note,  which  he  had  paid  away,  was  re- 
turned, with  an  account  that  the  drawer  was  not  to- 
be  found,  and  that,  on  enquiring  afcer  hinn,  they 
had  heard  he  was  run  away,  and  confequently  the 
money  was  now  demanded  of  the  indorfer.  The 
apprehenlion  of  fuch  a  lofs  would  have  affecled  any 
man  of  bufinefs,.  but  much  more  one  whofe  unavoid- 
able ruin  it  muft  prove.  He  expreffed  fo  much  con- 
cern and  confulion  on  this  occafion,  that  the  propri- 
etor of  the  note  was  frightened,  and  refolved  to  iofe 
no  time  in  fecuring  what  ht  could.  So  that,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  fam.e  day,  Mr.  Snap  v/as  commifii- 
oned  CO  pay  Heartfree  a  vifit,  which  he  did  with  his 
uliial  formality,  and  conveyed  him  to  his  own  houfe. 

Mrs.  Heartfree  was  no  fooner  informed  of  what 
had  happened  to  her  hufband,  than  fhe  raved  like  one 
diftraCted  j  but  after  fhe  had  vented  the  firft  agonies 
of  her  paffion  in  tears  and  lamentations,  fhe  applied 
herfelf  to  all  pofiible  means  to  procure  her  hufband's 
liberty.  She  haftened  to  beg  her  neighbours  to  fecure 
bail  for  him.  But  as  the  news  had  arrived  at  their 
houfes  before  her,  Ihe  found  none  of  them  at  home, 
except  an  honeft  Quaker,  whofe  ferva.nrs  durft  not 
tell  a  lie.  However,  llie  fucceeded  no  better  with 
him,  for  unluckily  he  had  made  an  affirmation  the 
day  before,  that  he  would  never  be  bail  for  any  man. 
After  many  fruitlefs  efforts  of  this  kind,  flie  repaired 
to  her  hufband  to  comfort  him  at  leaft  with  her  pre- 
fence.  She  found  him  fealing  the  laft  of  feveral  let- 
ters;, 
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ters,  which  he  was  difpatching  to  his  friends  and 
creditors.  The  moment  he  fav/  her,  a  fudden  joy 
fparkled  in  his  eyes,  which,  however,  had  a  very 
ihon  duration  ;  for  defpair  foon  clofed  them  again; 
nor  could  he  help  burfting  into  fome  palTionate  ex- 
prelTions  of  concern  for  her  and  his  little  family  ; 
which  fhe,  on  her  parr,  did  her  utmoft  to  leflen,  by 
endeavouring  to  mirigate  the  lofs,  and  to  raife  in  him 
hopes  from  the  Count,  who  might,  ihe  faid,  be  pof- 
f]b!y  only. gone  into  the  country.  She  comforted  hinn 
likewife,  with  the  expectation  of  favour  from  his  ac- 
ijuaintance,  efpecially  from  thole  whom  he  had  in  a. 
particular  manner  obliged  and  ferved.  Laflly,  fhe 
conjured  him,  by  all  the  value  and  efteem  he  profelTed 
for  her,  not  to  endanger  his  health,  on  which  alone 
depended  her  happinefs,  by  too  great  an  indulgence 
of  grief;  alluring  him  that  no  ftate.of  life  could  ap- 
pear unhappy  to  her  with  him,  uniefs  his  own  for- 
row  or  difcontent  made  it  fo. 

In  this  manner  did  this  weak,  poor-fpirited  wo- 
man attempt  to  relieve  her  hufband's  pains,  which 
it  would  have  rather  become  her  to  aggravate,  by 
not  only  painting  out  his  mifery  in  theiivelieft  colours 
imaginable,  but  by  upbraiding  him  with  that  folly 
and  confidence  which  had  occafioned  it,  and  by  la- 
menting her  own  hard  fate,  in  being  obliged  to  fhare 
his  fufferings. 

Heartfree  returned  this  goodnefs  (as  it  is  call- 
ed) of  his  wife,  with  the  warmed  gratitude,  and 
they  pafled  an  hour  in  a  fcene  of  tendernefs,  too  low 
and  contemptible  to  be  recounted  to  our  great  read- 
ers. We  fliall  therefore  omit  all  fuch  relations,  as 
they  tend  only  to  make  human  nature  low  and  ridi- 
culous. 

Those  meffengers  who  had  obtained  any  anfwers 
to  his  letters  now  returned.  We  fliall  here  copy  a 
few  of  them,  as  they  may  ferve  for  precedents  to 
others  who  have  an  occafion,  which  happens  com- 

N  2  monly 
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monly  enough  in  genteel  life,  to  anfwer  the  inaper-* 
tmence  of  a  dun. 


LETTER    L 

Mr.  Heartfree, 

TV /T  Y  Lord  comn:iands  me  to  tell  you,  he  is  very 
•*-''*•  much  furprized  at  your  affurance  in  alking  for 
money,  which  you  know  hath  been  fo  little  while 
due  i  however,  as  he  intends  to  deal  no  longer  at 
your  fliop,  he  hath  ordered  me  to  pay  you  as  foo?i 
as  I  fhall  have  cafb  in  hand,  which,  confidering 
many  difburfements  for  bills  long  due,  ^e.  can'c 
pofTibly  promife  any  time,  &c.  at  prefent.    And  am 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Roger  Moregraft, 


LETTER    II. 

Bear  Sir, 

'^pHE  money,  as  you  truly  fay,  hath  been  three 
-^  years  due,  but  upon  my  foul  I  am  at  prefenc 
incapable  of  paying  a  farthing  j  but  as  I  doubt  nor, 
very  fhortly,  not  only  to  content  that  fmall  bill,  but 
iikewife  to  lay  out  very  confiderable  further  fums  at 
your  houfe,  hope  you  will  meet  with  no  inconvenr- 
cnce  by  this  fhort  delay  in,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  fincere 

humble  fervant, 

Cha.  Courtly, 

LETTER 
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LETTER    IIL 

Mr.  Heartfree, 

T  BEG  you  would  not  acquaint  my  hufband  of 
the  trifling  debt  between  us  j  for,  as  I  know  you 
to  be  a  very  good-natured  man,  I  will  trufl:  you 
with  a  fecret  i  he  gave  me  the  money  long  fince  to 
difcharge  it,  which  I  had  the  ill  luck  to  lofe  at  play. 
You  may  be  affured  I  will  latisfy  you  the  firft  oppor- 
tunityj  and  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Cath.  Rubbers. 

Pieafe  to  prefent  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  E[eart" 
fr^e. 

LETTER    IV, 


Y 


Mr.  Thomas  Heartfree,  Sir, 

OURS  received;    but  as  to  fum  mentioned 
therein,  doth  not  fuit  at  prefent 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Peter  Pounce. 

LETTER    V. 

Sir, 

JAM  fincerely  forry  it  is  not  at  prefent  poflible 
"*•  for  me  to  comply  with  your  requefl:,  efpecially 
after  fo  many  obligations  received  on  my  fide,  of 
which  I  fhall  always  entertain   the  moll  grateful 

N  3  memorvo 
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memory.  I  am  very  greatly  concerned  at  your  mif- 
fortunes,  and  would  have  waited  upon  you  in  perfon* 
but  am  not  at  prefent  very  well>  and,  befides,  am 
obliged  to  go  this  evening  to  Vauxhall.     I  am,  Sir> 

Your  moil  obliged  humble  fervant, 

Cha.  Easy. 

P.  S.  1  hope  good  Mrs.  Heartfree  and  the  dear 
little  ones  are  well. 

There  were  more  letters  to  much  the  fame  pur- 
pofe ;  but  we  propofed  giving  our  reader  a  tafte  only. 
Of  all  thefe,  the  lail  was  infinitely  the  mod  grating 
to  poor  Heartfree,  as  it  came  from  one  to  whom, 
when  in  diftrefs,  he  had  him.fclf  lent  a  confiderable 
fum,  and  of  whofe  prefent  fiourifhing  circuQiftancea 
lie  was  well  aiTured. 

CHAP.    VIIL 

Jn  zvbicb  our  hero  carries  greatness  to  an  immode-' 

rate  height, 

LE  T  us  remove,  therefore,  as  fall  as  we  can  this 
deteltable  pifture  of  ingratitude,  and  prefent 
the  much  more  agreeable  portrait  of  that  affurance  to 
which  the  French  very  properly  annex  the  epithet  of 
Good.  Heartfree  had  fcarce  done  reading  his  let- 
ters, "when  our  hero  appeared  before  his  eyes;  not 
with  that  afped:  with  which  a  pitiful  parfon  meets  his 
patron,  after  having  oppofed  him  at  an  election,  or 
which  a  do6lor  wears,  when  fneaking  away  from  a 
door,  where  he  is  informed  of  his  patient's  death;  not 
v/ith  that  downcaft  countenance  which  betrays  the 
man  v;ho,  after  a  ftrong  conflict  between  virtue  and 
vice,  hath  furrendered  his  mind  to  the  latter,  and 
is  difcovered  in  his  firft  treachery;   but  with  that 

noble. 
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noble,  bold,  great  confidence  with  which  a  prime 
minifbcr   afTiires   his   dependent,    that  the  place  he 
promifed  him  was  dilpofed  of  before.      And  fuch 
concern  and  uneafinefs  as  he  exprefies  in  his  looks 
on  thofe  occafions,  did  Wild  tefiify  on  the  firft  meet- 
ing of  his  friend.     And  as  the  faid  prime  minifler 
chides  you  for  neglecft  of  your  interefr,   in  not  hav- 
ing afived  in  time,  fo  did  our  hero  attack  Hcartfrec 
for  his  giving  credit  to  the  Count j   and,  without 
fuffering  him   to  make  any  anfwer,  proceeded  in  a 
torrent  of   words   to   overwhelm   him  u'ith   abufe  ; 
which,  however  friendly  its  intention  might  be,  was 
fcarce  to  be  outdone  by  an  enemy.     By  thefe  means 
Heartfree,  who  might  perhaps  otherwife  have  vent- 
ed   fome   little   concern    for   that   recommendation 
which  Wild  had  given  him  to  the  Count,  was  totally 
prevented  from  any  fuch  endeavour;  and,  like  an 
invading  prince,   when   attacked   in   his  own  dom/i- 
nions,  forced  to  recal  his  whole  ftrength  to  defend 
himfelf  at  home.     This  indeed  he  did  fo  v/ell,  by 
infifting  on  the  figure  and  outward  appearance  of  the 
Count  and  his  equipage,   that  Wild  at  length  grevv 
a  little  more  gentle,   and  v/ith  a  figh  faid,   "  I  con- 
**  fefs  I  have  the  lead  reafon  of  all  mankind  to  ceri- 
*'  fure  another  for  an  imprudence  of  this  nature,  as 
*'  I  am  m.yfelf  the  mofl:  eafy  to  be  impofed  upon, 
**  and  indeed  have  been  fo  by  this  Count,  who,  if  he 
**  be  infolvcnt,    hath  cheated   me  of  five  hundred 
*^  pounds.    Rut,  for  my  ov/n  part,"  faid  he,  "  I  will 
**  not  yet  defpair,  nor  would  I  have  you.     Many 
"  men  have  found  it  convenient  to  retire,   or  ab- 
'^  fcond  for  a  while,  and  afterwards  have  paid  their 
"  debts,  or  at  leaft  handfomely  compounded  them. 
This  I  am  certain  of,  fhould  a  compofition  take 
place,  which  is  the  worft  I  think  that  carv  be  ap- 
prehended, I  rhall  be  the  only  lofer;  for  I  fhall 
think  myfelf  obliged  in  honour  to  repair  your  lofs, 
even  though  you  muft  confefs  it  was  principally 
owing  to  your  own  folly.    Z — ds  1  had  I  iaiagined 
N  4  "  ic 
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"  it  neceflary,  I  would   have  cautioned  you  ;  but  B 
"  thought    the  part  of  the  town   where   he  lived, 

"  fufFicient  caution  not  to  triift  him. And  fuch 

'*  a  fum  ! The  devil  muft  liave  been  in  you  cer- 

"  triinly  1" 

This  was  a  degree  of  impudence  beyond  poor. 
Mrs.  Heartfree's  imagination.  Though  fhe  had  be- 
fore vented  the  mod  violent  execrations  on  Wild, 
fne  \v;5s  now  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  his  innocence, 
and  begged  him  not  to  infill  any  longer  on  what  he 
perceived  fo  deeply  a(fe<5led  her  hufband.  She  faid, 
trade  could  not  be  carried  on  without  credit,  and 
furely  he  was  futliciently  jurtified  in  giving  it  to  fuch 
a  perfon  as  the  Count  appeared  to  be.  Befides,  flie 
faid,  reileftions  on  what  was  pad  and  irretrievable, 
would  be  of  little  fervice  j  that  their  prefent  bufinels 
was  to  cpnfider  how  to  prevent  the  evil  ccnfequences 
which  threatened,  and  firft  to  endeavour  to  procure 
her  hufoand  his  liberty.  Why  doth  he  not  procure 
bail  ?  faid  Wild.  Alas!  Sir,  faid  fr^Cy  we  have  ap- 
plied to  many  c».^our  acquaintance  in  vain  ;  we  have 
met  with  excufes  even  where  we  could  leaft  exptda. 
them.  "Not  bail  l"  anfvvered  Wild,  in  a  paffion,  "  he 
*''  fhall  have  bail,  if  there  is  any  in  the  world.  It  is 
*'  now  very  late,  but  trufl  me  to  procure  him  bail 
'^  to-morrow  morning." 

Mrs.  Heartfree  received  thefe  profefTions  v/ith 
tears,  and  told  Wild  he  was  a  friend  indeed.  She 
then  propofed  to  ttay  that  evening  with  her  hufband; 
but  he  would  not  permit  her,  on  account  of  his  little 
family,  whom  he  would  not  agree  to  truft  to  the 
care  of  fervants  in  this  rime  of  confufion. 

A  HACKNEY  coach  was  then  fent  for,  but  without 
fuccefs;  for  thefe,  like  hackney  friends,  always  offer 
themlelves  in  the  funlliine,  but  are  never  to  be  found 
when  you  want  them.  And  as  for  a  chair,  Mr.  Snap 
lived  in  apart  of  the  town  which  chairmen  very  little 
frequent.  The  good  woman  was  therefare  obJiged 
to  v/alk  home,  whither  the  gallant  W^ild  offered  to 

attend 
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attend  her  as  a  proteftor.  This  favour  was  thank- 
fully accepted,  and  the  hufband  and  wife  having 
taken  a  tender  leave  of  ea^h  other,  the  former  was 
locked  in,  and  the  latter  bcked  out  by  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Snap  himlVIf. 

As  this  vint  of  Mr.  Wild's  to  Heartfree  may  feem 
one  of  thofe  pafTages  in  hiftory,  which  wricers,  Draw- 
canfir-like,  introduce  only  becaufe  they  dare i  indeed 
as  it  may  feem  fomewhat  contradiftory  to  the  great- 
r^efs  of  our  hero,  and  may  t^nd  to  bleniifli  his  cha- 
racter with  an  imputation  of  that  kind  of  friendfliip, 
which  favours  too  much  of  v^eaknefs  and  imprudence; 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  account  for  this  vifit,  efpecially 
to  our  more  fagacious  readers,  whcfe  fatisfaclion  v/e 
fliall  always  confuli  in  the  mofl:  efpecial  manner. 
They  are  to  know  then,  that  at  the  firft  interview 
with  Mrs.  Heartfree,  Mr.  Wild  had  conceived  that 
paflion,  or  alfedion,  or  friendfl^ip,  or  defire  for  that 
handfome  creature,  which  the  gentlemen  of  this  our 
age  agree  to  call  Love  ;  ^nd  vy  hich  is  indeed  no  other 
than  that  kind  of  affeclion  which,  after  the  exercife 
of  the  dominical  day  is  over,  a  luily  divine  is  apt  to, 
conceive  for  the  well-drefi:  furloin  or  handlome  but- 
tock, vi^hich  the  well-edified  fquire,  in  gratitude  fets 
before  him,  and  which,  fo  violent  is  his  love,  he  de- 
vours in  imagination  the  moment  he  fees  it.  Not 
lefs  ardent  was  the  hungry  pafilon  of  our  hero,  who, 
from  the  moment  he  had  calt  his  eyes  on  that  charm- 
ing difh,  had  cad  about  in  his  mind  by  what  me- 
thod he  might  corne  at  it.  This,  as  he  perceived, 
might  mofteafily  be  eifefted  after  the  ruin  of  Heart- 
free,  which,  for  other  confiderations,  he  had  intended. 
So  he  poftponed  all  endeavours  for  this  purpofe,  till 
he  had  firll  efFefted  what,  by  order  of  time,  was 
regularly  to  precede  this  latter  defign  :  with  fuch 
regularity  did  this  our  hero  conduct  all  his  fchemes, 
and  fo  truly  fuperior  was  he  to  all  the  efforts  of 
paffion,  which  fo  often  difconcert  and  difappoint  the 
qoblell  views  of  others. 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX. 

More  G?v  EAT  NESS  ''n  Wild.  J  low  fcene  between 
Mrs.  Heartfrce  a^ui  her  childr^n^  and  a  fcheme  of 
cur  hero  worthy  the  higheji  admiraticn,  and  even 
allonijkment. 

HEN  nrft  Wild  condu6led  his  flame  (or 
rather  his  difli,  to  continue  our  metaphor) 
from  the  proprietor,  he  had  projefttd  a  dengn  of 
conveying  her  to  one  of  thofe  eating-houfes  in  Co- 
vent-Garden,  vvhere  female  flelli  is  deliciouQy  drefl", 
and  ferved  up  to  the  greedy  appetites  of  young  gen- 
tlemen ;  but  fearing  left  flie  fi-jould  not  come  readily 
enough  into  his  wilhes,  and  that,  by  too  eager  and 
hafty  a  purfuit,  he  (liould  fruftrate  his  future  ex- 
peclations,  and  luckily  at  the  famie  time  a  noble 
hint  fuggefting  itfclf  to  him,  by  which  he  might 
almoft  inevitably  fecure  his  pleafure,  together  with 
his  profit,  he  contented  himfelf  with  waiting  on 
Mrs.  Heartfree  home,  and,  after  many  proteftations 
of  friendihip  and  fcrvice  to  her  hufband,  took  his 
leave,  and  promifed  tovifit  her  early  in  the  morning, 
and  to  conduct  her  back  to  Mr.  Snap's. 

WiLD  now  retired  to  a  night-cellar,  where  he 
found  feveral  of  his  acquaintance,  with  whom  he  fpent 
tiie  remaining  part  of  the  night  in  revelling  j  nor  did 
t!ie  leaft  compaluon  for  Heartfree's  misfortunes  dif- 
turb  the  pleafure  of  his  cups.  So  truly  great  was 
his  foul,  that  it  was  abfolutely  compofed,  lave  that 
an  apprehenfion  of  Mifs  Tifliy's  making  fome  difco- 
vcry  (as  'iXit  was  tiien  in  no  good  temper  towards 
him),  a  little  ruffled  anddifquieted  the  perf'(5l  ferenity 
he  would  otherwife  have  enjoyed.  As  iie  had,  there- 
fore, no  opportunity  of  feeing  her  that  evening,  he 
wrote  her  a  letter  full  of  ten  thoufand  proteftations  of 
honourable  love,  't^'  '.'hirh  h^  more  depended  on) 

con- 
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containing  as  many  promifes,  in  order  to  bring  the 
young  lady  into  good  humour,  without  acquainting 
her  in  the  lead  with  his  fufpicion,  or  giving  her  any 
caution  j  for  it  was  his  conlhint  maxim,  never  to  put 
it  into  any  one's  head  to  do  you  a  mifchief,  by  ac- 
quainting him  that  it  is  in  his  power. 

We  mud  now  return  to  Mrs.  Hearrfree,  who 
paft  a  fleeplefs  night  in  as  great  agonies  and  horror 
for  the  abfence  of  her  hufband,  as  a  fine  well-bred 
woman  would  feel  ar  the  return  of  her*s  from  a  long 
voyage  or  journey.  In  the  morning  the  children  be- 
ing brought  to  her,  the  eldcft  afl<ed,  where  dear  Papa 
was  ?  At  which  fhe  could  not  refrain  from  burfting 
into  tears.  The  child  perceiving  it,  faid,  Don't  cry. 
Mama  ;  /  ara  fure  Papa  iL'cidd  not  (lay  abroad  if  he 
could  help  it.  At  thefe  words  fhe  caught  the  child 
in  her  arms,  and  throwing  herfelf  into  the  chair,  in 
an  agony  of  paffion,  cried  out,  No^  my  child -^  Jior  Jljall 
'all  the  malice  of  hell  keep  us  long  afunder^ 

These  are  circumllances  which  we  fhould  not, 
for  the  amufement  of  fix  or  feven  readers  only,  have 
inferred,  had  they  not  ferved  to  fliew,  that  there  are 
weaknelTes  in  vulgar  life,  to  which  great  minds  are 
fo  entirely  Grangers,  that  they  have  not  even  an  idea 
of  them  i  and,  fecondly,  by  expofing  the  folly  of 
this  low  creature,  to  fet  off  and  elevate  that  great- 
nefs,  of  which  we  endeavour  to  draw  a  true  portrait 
in  this  hiftory. 

Wild  entering  the  room,  found  the  mother  with 
one  child  in  her  arms,  and  the  other  at  her  knee. 
After  paying  her  his  compliments,  he  defired  her 
to  difmifs  the  children  and  fervant,  for  that  he  had 
fomething  of  the  greatefl"  moment  to  impart  to  her. 

She  immediately  complied  with  his  requefl,  and, 
the  door  being  fhut,  af]<ed  him  with  great  eagernefs 
if  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  intentions  of  procuring 
the  bail.  He  anfwered,  he  had  not  endeavoured  at  it 
yet  J  for  a  fcheme  had  entered  into  his  head,  by 
which  fhe   might  certainly   preferve   her  hufband, 

herfelf. 
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herfelf,  and  her  family.  In  order  to  which  he  ad-» 
vifed  her  inftandy  to  remove  with  the  moft  valuable 
jewels  fhe  had  to  Holland,  before  any  (latute  of 
bankruptcy  iilued  to  prevent  her  j  that  he  would 
himfelf  attend  her  thither,  and  place  her  in  fafety, 
and  then  return  to  deliver  her  hufband,  who  would 
be  thus  eafily  able  to  fatisfy  his  creditors.  He  added, 
that  he  was  that  inftant  come  from  Snap's,  where 
he  had  communicated  the  fcheme  to  Heartfree,  who 
had  greatly  approved  of  it,  and  defired  her  to  put  it 
in  execution  without  delay,  concluding  that  a  mo- 
inenc  v.'as  not  to  be  loft. 

Tx4E  mention  of  her  hufband's  approbation  left  no 
doubt  in  this  poor  woman's  bread  j  ilie  only  defired 
a  moment's  time  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  in  order  to  take 
her  leave.  But  Wild  peremptorily  refufed  j  he  faid 
by  every  moment's  delay  fhe  rifqued  the  ruin  of 
her  family  j  that  (he  would  be  abfent  only  a  few  days 
from  him,  for  that  the  moment  he  had  lodged  her 
fafe  in  Holland,  he  would  return,  procure  her  hufband 
his  liberty,  and  bring  him  to  her.  i  have  been  the 
unfortunate,  the  innocent  caufe  of  all  my  dear  Tom's 
calamity,  Madam,  faid  hej  and  i  will  perifh  with 
him,  or  fee  him.  out  of  it.  Mrs.  Heartfree  over- 
flowed with  acknowledgm.ents  of  his  goodnefs  i  but 
Hill  begged  for  the  fhorteft  interview  with  her  huf- 
band. W^ild  declared,  that  a  minute's  delay  might 
be  fatal  ;  and  addejd,  though  with  the  voice  of  forrow 
rather  than  of  anger,  that  if  fhe  had  not  refolution 
enough  to  execute  the  commands  he  brought  her 
from  her  huiband,  his  ruin  would  lie  at  her  door; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  he  muft  give  up  any  farther 
iPieddling  in  his  affairs. 

She  then  propofed  to  take  her  children  with  her^ 
but  Wild  would  not  permit  it,  faying,  they  would 
only  retard  their  flight,  and  that  it  would  be  pro- 
perer  for  her  hufband  to  bring  them.  He  at  length 
abfolutely  prevailed  on  this  poor  woman,  who  im- 
mediately packed  up  the  moft  valuable  efledts  fhe 

could 
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could  iind,  and,  afcer  taking  a  render  leave  of  Iier 
infants,  earneftly  recommended  them  to  the  care  of 
a  very  faithful  fervant.  Then  they  called  a  hackney- 
coach,  which  conveyed  them  to  an  inn,  where  they 
were  turnifned  with  a  chariot  and  fix,  in  which  they 
fet  forward  for  Harwich. 

Wild  rode  with  an  exulting  heart  j  fecure,  as  he 
now  thought  himfelf,  of  the  poiTeilion  of  that  lovely 
woman,  together  with  a  rich  cargo.  In  fliort,  he  en- 
joyed in  his  mind  all  the  happinefs  which  unbridled 
luft  and  rapacious  avarice  could  promife  him.  As 
to  the  poor  creature,  who  was  to  fatisfy  thefe  paf- 
fions,  her  whole  foul  was  employed  in  reflevfling  on 
the  condition  of  her  hufband  and  children.  A  fingle 
word  fcarce  efcaped  her  lips,  though  many  a  tear 
gufhed  from  her  brilliant  eyes,  which,  if  I  may  ufe  a 
coarfe  eXprelTion,  ferved  only  as  delicious  fauce  to 
heighten  the  appetite  of  Wild, 

CHAP.     X, 

Sea- adventures  very  new  and  furprlfing. 

WHEN  they  arrived  at  Harwich,  they  found 
a  vefTel,  which  had  put  in  there,  jull  ready' 
to  depart  for  Rotterdam.  So  they  went  i'mme~ 
diately  on  board,  and  failed  with  a  fair  wind ;  but 
they  had  hardly  proceeded  out  of  fight  of  land,  when 
a  fudden  and  violent  ilorm  arofe,  and  dtpve  them  to 
the  South- Weft  j  infomuch  that  the  captain  appre- 
hended it  impoflible  to  avoid  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
and  he  and  all  his  crew  gave  themfelves  for  loft. 
Mrs.  Heartfree,  who  had  no  other  apprehenfions 
from  death,  but  thofe  of  leaving  her  dear  hufband 
and  children,  fell  on  her  knees  to  befeech  the  Al- 
mighty's favour,  when  Wild,  with  a  contempt  cf 
danger  truly  great,  took  a  refolurion  as  worthy  to  be 
admired  perhaps  as  any  recorded  of  the  braved 
hero,  ancient  or  modern  i  a  refolucion,  which  plainly 

proved 
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proved  him  to  have  thefc  two  qualifications  fo  ne* 
ceflary  ro  a  hero,  to  be  fuperior  to  all  the  energies 
of  fear  or  pity.  He  faw  the  tyrant  death  ready  to 
refcue  from  him  his  intended  prey,  which  he  had 
yet  devoured  only  in  imagination.  He  therefore 
fwore  he  would  prevent  hiin,  and  immediately  at- 
tacked the  poor  wretch,  who  was  in  the  utmoft  ago- 
nies of  defpair,  firfl:  with  felicitation,  and  afterwards 
with  force. 

Mrs.  Heartfree,  the  moment  fhe  underirood  his 
meaning,  which,  in  her  prefent  temper  of  mind, 
and  in  the  opinion  fhe  held  of  him,  fhe  did  not  im- 
mediately, rejefted  him  with  all  the  repulfes  which 
indignation  and  horror  could  animate ;  but  when  he 
attempted  violence,  (he  filled  the  cabbin  with  her 
fhrieks,  which  were  fo  vehement,  that  they  reached 
the  ears  of  the  captain,  the  ftorm  at  this  tinrte  luckily 
abating.  This  man,  who  was  a  brute,  rather  from 
his  education,  and  the  element  he  inhabited,  than 
from  nature,  ran  haftily  down  to  her  affiftance,  and 
finding  her  (truggling  on  the  ground  with  our  hero, 
he  prefentiy  relcued  her  from  her  intended  ravifher  j 
who  was  foon  obliged  to  quit  the  woman,  in  order 
to  engage  with  her  lufty  champion,  who  fpared  nei- 
ther pains  nor  blows  in  the  alTiftance  of  his  fair  paf- 
fenger. 

When  the  fhort  battle  was  over,  in  which  our 
hero,  had  he  not  been  overpowered  with  numbers, 
who  came  down  on  their  captain's  fide,  v/ould  have 
been  vicftorious  -,  the  captain  rapped  out  a  hearty 
oath,  and  afked  Wild,  Jf  he  had  720  more  chrijlianity 
in  him  than  to  ravijh  a  woman  in  a  Jiorm  ?  To 
which  the  other  greatly  and  fullenly  anfwered  :  **  It 

<'  was  very  well  j    bur  d n  him   if  he  had  not 

<f  fatisfaftion  the    miOment   they    came  on   fhore.'* 

The  captain  with  great  fcorn  replied,  Kifs &c. 

and  then  forcing  Wild  out  of  the  cabbin,  he,  at  Mrs. 
Heartfree's  requell,  locked  her  into  it,  and  returned 
to  the  care  of  his  Oiip. 

The 
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The  ilorm  was  now  entirely  ceafed,  and  nothing 
Remained  but  the  ufual  ruffling  of  the  fea  after  it, 
when  one  of  the  failors  fpied  a  fail  at  a  diRance,  which 
the  captain  wil'ely  apprehended  might  be  a  privateer 
(for  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with  France), 
and  immediately  ordered  all  the  fiiil  poffible  to  be 
crowded  ;  but  this  caution  was  in  vain ;  for  the  little 
wind  which  then  blew,  \vas  directly  adverfej  ib  that 
the  fhip  bore  down  upon  them,  and  foon  appeared 
to  be  what  the  captain  had  feared,  a  French  priva- 
teer. He  was  in  no  condition  of  refiliance,  and 
immediately  llruck  on  her  firino;  the  firft  gun.  The 
captain  of  the  Frenchman,  with  feveral  of  his  hands^ 
cam.e  on  board  the  Englifh  veflel ;  which  they  rifled 
of  every  thing  valuable,  and,  amongft  the  reft:,  of 
poor  Mrs.  Heartfree's  whole  cargo  ;  and  then  tak- 
ing the  crew,  together  with  the  tvvo  pafTengers,  aboard 
his  own  &ip,  he  determined,  as  the  other  would  be 
only  a  burthen  to  him,  to  fink  her,  Hie  being  very 
old  and  leaky,  and  not  worth  going  back  with  to 
Dunkirk.  He  preferved,  therefore,  nothing  but  the 
boar,  as  his  own  was  none  of  the  bed,  and  then 
pouring  a  broadfide  into  her,  he  fent  her  to  the  bot- 
tom. 

The  French  captain,  who  was  a  very  young  fel- 
low, and  a  man  of  gallantry,  v;as  prefently  enamoured 
to  no  fmall  degree  with  his  beautiful  captive  ;  and 
imagining  Wild  from  fome  v;ords  he  dropt,  to  be 
her  hufband,  notwithftanding  the  ill  a ffecttion  towards 
him  which  appeared  in  her  looks,  he  aiked  her,  If 
fhe  underitood  French  ?  She  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, for  indeed  fhe  did  perfeftl'y  well.  He  then 
afked  her,  how  long  fne  and  that  gentleman  (point- 
ing to  Wild)  had  been  married  ?  She  anfwered  witli 
a  deep  figh,  and  many  tears,  that  fne  was  married 
indeed,  but  not  to  that  villain,  v-'ho  was  the  fole  caufe 
of  all  her  misfortunes.  That  appellation  raifed  a  cu- 
riofity  in  the  captain,  and  he  importuned  her  in  fo 
prefiing,  but  gentle  a  manner,  to  acquaint  him  v/ich 

5  the 
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the  injuries  flie  complained  of,  that  fhe  was  at  laiir 
prevailed  on  to  recount  to  him  the  whole  hiftory  of 
her  affli6ii:ions.  This  fo  moved  the  captain,  who  had 
too  little  notions  of  greatnef?,  and  fo  incenfed  hinn 
againft  our  hero,  that  he  refolved  to  piinifh  him  j  and> 
^vithout  regard  to  the  laws  of  war,  he  immediately 
ordered  out  his  Mattered  boat,  and,  making  Wild  a 
prefent  of  half-a-doztn  bifcuits  to  prolong  his  mifery, 
he  put  him  therein,  and  then  committing  him  to  the 
inercy  of  the  fea,  proceeded  on  his  cruize. 

CHAP.    IX. 

The  grent  and  'wonderful  behaviour  of  our  hero  in  the 

boat, 

T  is  probable,  that  a  defire  of  ingratiating  himfelf 
with  his  charming  captive,  or  rather  conqueror, 
had  no  little  fnare  in  promoting  this  extraordinary  a(ft 
of  illegal  juftice  j  for  the  Frenchman  had  conceived 
the  fame  fort  of  pafiion,  or  hunger,  which  Wild 
himfelf  had  felt,  and  was  almofl  as  much  refolved, 
by  fome  means  or  other,  to  fatisfy  it.  We  will  leave 
him,  however  at  prefent,  in  the  purfuit  of  his  wilhes, 
and  attend  our  hero  in  his  boat  j  fince  it  is  in  circum- 
ftances  of  diftrefs  that  true  greatnefs  appears  mofl 
wonderful.  For  that  a  prince  in  the  midfl  of  his 
courtierSj  all  ready  to  compliment  him  with  his  fa- 
vourite charadler,  or  title,  and  indeed  with  every 
thing  elfe  ;  or  that  a  conqueror  at  the  head  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  men,  all  prepared  to  execute  his 
will,  how  ambitious,  wanton,  or  cruel  foever,  (hould, 
in  the  giddinefs  of  their  pride,  elevate  themfelves 
many  degrees  above  thofe  their  tools,  feems  not 
difficult  to  be  imagined,  or  indeed  accounted  for. 
But  that  a  man  in  chains,  in  priibn,  nay,  in  the  vilefl: 
dungeon,  fhould,  with  perfevering  pride  and  obdi- 
nate  dignity,  difcover  that  vaft  fuperiority  in  his  own 
nature  over  the  reft  of  mankind,  who  to  a  vulgar  eye 

feem 


The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD.     193 

feem  much  happier  rhan  hiinfelf ;  nay,  that  he  fhould 
difcovcr  heaven  and  providence  (whole  peculiar  care, 
it  feems,  he  is)  at  that  very  time  at  work  for  him  ; 
this  is  among  the  arcana  of  greatnefs,  to  be  perfedlly 
underftood  only  by  an  adept  in  that  fcience. 

What  could  be  imagined  more  miferable  than  the 
fituation  of  our  hero  at  this  leafon,  floating  in  a  little 
boat  on  the  open  ieas,  without  oar,  without  fail,  and 
at  the  mercy  of  the  firft  wave  to  overwhelm  him  ? 
nay  this  was  indeed  the  fair  fide  of  his  fortune,  as  ic 
was  a  much  more  eligible  fate  than  that  alternative, 
which  threatened  him  with  almoft  unavoidable  cer- 
tainty, viz.  ftarving  with  hunger,  the  fure  confe- 
quence  of  a  continuance  of  the  calm. 

Our  hero,  finding  himfelf  in  this  condition,  be- 
gan to  ejaculate  a  round  of  blafphemies,  which  the 
reader,  without  being  over-pious,  might  be  offended 
at  feeing  repeated.  Kethen  acculed  the  whole  female 
fex,  and  the  palfion  of  love  (as  he  called  it),  particu- 
larly that  which  he  bore  to  Mrs.  Heartfrce,  as  the  un- 
happy occafion  of  his  prcfent  fufrerings.  At  length, 
finding  himfelf  defcending  too  much  ir.to  the  lan- 
guage of  meannefs  and  complaint,  he  flopped  fhort, 

and  foon  after  broke  forth  as  follows  :   "  D n  ic, 

**  a  man  can  die  but  once,  what  fignifies  it  !  Every 
'^  man  muft  die,  and  when  it  is  oVer,  it  is  over.  I 
**  never  was  afraid  of  any  thing  yet,  nor  I  won't  be- 

"  gin  now  ;  no,  d n  me,  won't  L     What  figni- 

"  Hes  fear  ?    I  fhall  die  whether  I  am  afraid  or  no  : 

*'  Who's    afraid    then,    d n    me  ?"     At    which 

words  he  looked  extremely  fierce,  but  recolieding 
that  no  one  was  prefent  to  fee  him,  he  relaxed  a  little 
the  terror  of  his  countenance,  and  paufing  a  while, 

repeated  the  word,  d n  !    "  Suppofe  I  fhould  be 

**  d — ned  at  Ldt,"  cries  he,  ''when  I  never  thought 
**  a  fyllable  of  the  matter  !  1  have  often  laughed  and 
'*  made  a  jeft  about  it,  and  yet  it  may  be  fo,  for  any 
*'  thing  which  I  know  to  the  contrary.  If  there 
<*  fhould  be  anotiher  world  it  will  go  hard  with  me. 
Vol.  IV.  O  «  tha; 
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**  that  is  certain.  I  fhall  never  efcape  for  what  I  have 
"  done  to  Heartfree.  The  devil  muft  have  me  for 
*'  that  undoubtedly.  The  devil  !  Pfhaw  !  I  am  not 
*'  fuch  a  fool  to  befrighten'd  at  him  neither.  No,  noj 
'*  when  a  man's  dead,  there's  an  end  of  him.  I  wilh  I 
*'  was  certainly  fatisfied  of  it  though  j  for  there  are 
"  fome  men  of  learning,  as  I  have  heard,  of  a  diffe- 
*'  rent  opinion.  It  is  but  a  bad  chance,  methinks,  I 
"  fland.  If  there  be  no  other  world,  why  I  fhall  be  in 
"  no  worfe  condition  than  a  block  or  a  ftone  :  But  if 

**  there  fliould, D n    me,   I  will  think  no 

**  longer  about  it. — Let  a  pack  of  cov.'ardly  rafcals 
"  be  afraid  of  death,  I  dare  look  him  in  the  face.  But 
"^  {hall  I  flay  and  be  ftarved  ! — No,  I  v/ill  eat  up 
**  the  bifcuits  the  French  fon  of  a  whore  beftowed  on 
''  me,  and  then  leap  into  the  fea  for  drink,  fince  the 
"  unconfcionable  dog  hath  not  allowed  me  a  fingle 
*^  dram."  Having  thus  faid,  he  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  put  his  purpofe  in  execution,  and  as  his 
refolution  never  failed  him,  he  had  nofoonerdifpatch- 
ed  the  frnall  quantity  of  provifion,  which  his  enemy 
had  with  no  vafl:  liberality  prefented  him,  than  ..he 
call  himfelf  headlonp-  into  the  fea. 


o 


CHAP.    XII. 

'J'be  Jlrange  and  yet  natural  efcape  of  our  hero, 

OU  R  hero  having  with  wonderful  refolution 
thrown  himfelf  into  the  fea,  as  we  mentioned 
at  the  end  of  the  laft  chapter,  was  miraculoufly  with- 
in two  minutes  after  replaced  in  his  boat  j  and  this 
without  the  affiftance  of  a  dolphin  or  feahorfe,  or 
any  other  fifh  or  animal,  who  are  always  as  ready  at 
hand  when  a  poet  or  hiftorian  pleafes  to  call  for  them 
to  carry  a  hero  through  a  fea^  as  any  chairman  at  a 
coffeehoufe  door  near  St.  James's,  to  convey  a  beau 
over  a  (Irect,  and  preferve  his  white  ftockings.  The 
truth  is,  we  do  not  chufe  to  have  any  recourfe  to  mi- 
7  racles. 
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racks,  from    the    fl;rj'(5t  obfervance   we  pay  to  that 
rule  of  Horace, 

Nee  Deus  inter/it y  mji  dignus  "jiudice  nodus. 
The  meaning  of  which  is,  Do  not  bring  in  a  fiiperna- 
tural  agent  when  you  can  do  without  him  ;  and  in- 
deed, we  are  much  deeper  read  in  natural  than  fuper- 
natural  caufes.  We  will  therefore  endeavour  to  ac- 
count for  this  extraordinary  event  from  the  former  of 
thefe;  and  in  doing  this  it  will  be  necefiary  to  dlf- 
clofc  fome  profound  fecrets  to  our  reader,  extremely 
well  worth  his  knowing,  and  which  may  ferve  him 
to  account  for  many  occurrences  of  the  phcenome- 
nous  kind  which  have  formerly  appeared  in  this  our 
hemifphere. 

Be  it  known  then,  that  the  great  Alma  Mater,  Na- 
ture, is  of  all  other  females  the  moll:  obRinate,  and 
tenacious  of  her  purpofe.  So  true  is  that  obferva- 
tion, 

Naturam  expellas  furca  licet ^  iifque  recurret. 
Which  I  need  not  render  in  Englilh,  it  being  to  be 
found  in  a  book  which  mofl  fine  gentlemen  are  /orced 
to  read.  Whatever  nature,  therefore,  purpofes  to 
herfelf,  fhe  never  luifcTS  any  reafon,  defign,  or  ac- 
cident to  fruftraie.  Now,  though  it  may  feem  10  a 
fhallow  obferver,  that  fome  perfons  were  dcfigned  bv 
nature  for  no  ufe  orpurpofe  whatever;  yet  certain  in 
is,  that  no  man  is  born  into  the  world  without  his 
particular  allotment ;  viz.  fome  to  be  kings,  Jbrne 
itatefmen,  feme  ambafTadors,  fome  bifhops,  foir^e 
generals,  and  fo  on.  Of  thefe  there  be  two  kinds  ; 
thofe  to  whom  nature  is  fo  generous  to  give  fome  en- 
dowment, qualifying  them  for  the  parts  fiie  intends 
them  afterwards  to  a6l:  on  this  Itage ;  and  thofe 
whom  fhe  ufes  as  indances  of  her  unlimited  power, 
and  for  whofe  preferment  to  fuch  and  iuch  itations 
Solomon  himfeif  could  have  invented  no  other  rea- 
fon than  that  nature  defigned  them  fo.  Thefe  Jatrer 
feme  great  philofophers  have,  to  fhew  them  to  be  the 
favourites  of  nature,  diftinguifhcd  by  the  honourable 
O  2  appellation 
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appellation  of  Naturals.  Indeed,  the  true  reafon 
of  the  general  ignorance  of  mankind  on  this  head 
ieems  to  be  this  ;  That  as  nature  chufes  to  execute 
thefe  her  purpofcs  by  certain  fecond  caufes,  and  as 
many  of  thefe  fecond  caufes  feem  fo  totally  forciga 
to  her  defign,  the  wit  of  man,  which,  like  his  eye, 
fees  beft  diredlly  forward,  and  very  little  and  im- 
pcrt'eefliy  what  is  oblique,  is  not  able  to  difcern  the 
end  by  the  means.  Thus,  how  a  handfome  wife  or 
daughter  fhould  contribute  to  execute  her  original 
defjgnation  of  a  general  j  or  how  flattery,  or  half  a 
dozen  houfcs  in  a  borough- town,  fnould  denote  a 
judge,  or  a  bilhop,  he  is  not  capable  of  compre- 
hending. And,  indeed,  we  ourfcives,  wife  as  we 
are,  are  forced  to  reafon  ai^  ejfe"u,  and  if  we  had  been 
afl'ied  what  nature  had  intended  fuch  men  for,  before 
Ihe  herfclf  had  by  the  event  demonftrated  her  pur- 
pofe,  it  is  polTiblc  we  might  fometimes  have  been 
puzzled  to  declare  i  for  it  muft  be  confelTed,  that  at 
iiril  light,  and  to  a  mind  uninfpired,  a  man  of  vaft 
natural  capacity  and  much  acquired  knowledge  may 
leem  by  nature  defigned  for  power  and  honour,  rather 
than  one  remarkable  only  for  the  want  of  thele,  and 
indeed  all  other  qualificationsj  whereas  daily  experi- 
ence convinces  us  of  the  contrary,  and  drives  us  as  it 
were  into  the  opinion  I  have  here  difclofed. 

Now,  nature  having  originally  intended  our  great 
man  for  that  final  exaltation,  wlilch,  as  it  is  the  moft 
proper  and  becoming  end  of  all  great  mien,  it  were 
heartily  to  be  wiflied  they  might  all  arrive  at ;  would 
by  no  means  be  diverted  from  her  purpofe.  She 
therefore  no  fooner  fpied  him  in  the  water,  than  fhe 
foftly  whifpered  in  his  ear  to  attempt  the  recovery 
of  his  boat  j  which  cail  he  immediately  obeyed,  and 
being  a  good  fwimmer,  and  it  being  a  perfedl  calm, 
with  great  facility  accompliHicd  it. 

Thus  we  think  this  palTage  in  our  hiftory,  at  firfl 
fo  greatly  furprifing,  is  very  naturally  accounted  for  j 
and  our  relation  refcued  from  the  Prodigious,  which, 

though 
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though  it  often  occurs  in  biography,  is  not  to  be  en- 
cour.iged  nor  much  commended  on  any  occafion, 
iinlels  when  ablblutely  neceffary  to  prevent  the  hif- 
tory's  being  at  an  end.  Secondly,  we  hope  our  hero 
is  juftified  from  that  imputation  of  want  of  relolu- 
tion,  Vv'hich  mull  have  been  fatal  to  the  greatneJb  oF 
his  character. 

CHAP.     XIII. 

T'be  c.nciufion  of  the  heat  adventtirCy  end  the  e::d  of  the 
Jecond  book. 

OU  R  hero  paffed  the  remainder  of  the  evening, 
the  night,  and  the  next  day,  in  a  condition  not 
much  to  be  envied  by  any  pafiion  of  the  human  mind, 
unlefs  by  ambition  ;  which,  provided  it  can  only  en- 
tertain itfelf  with  the  mod  diftan:  mufic  of  fame's 
trumpet,  can  difdain  all  the  pleafures  of  the  fenfualift, 
and  thofe  more  folemn,  though  quieter  comforts,  which 
a  good  confcience  fuggefts  to  achrif!:ian  philofopher. 
He  fpent  his  timem  contemplation,  that  is  to  fay, 
in  blafpheming,  curfing,  and  fometimes  finging  and 
whillling.  Ac  lail,  when  cold  and  hunger  had  al- 
moll  fubdtied  his  native  liercenels,  it  being  a  good 
deal  pafl  midnight,  and  extremely  dark,  he  thought 
he  beheld  a  light  at  a  diftance,  which  the  cloudinefs 
of  the  fliy  prevented  his  millaking  for  a  fbar  :  This 
lightj  however,  did  not  feem  to  approach  him,  at 
leall  it  approached  by  fuch  imperceptible  degrees, 
that  it  gave  him  very  litde  comfort,  and  at  length 
totally  forfook  him.  He  then  renewed  his  contem- 
plation as  before,  in  which  he  continued  till  the  day 
began  to  break  j  when,  to  his  inexpreiTible  delight, 
he  beheld  a  fail  at  a  very  little  diftance,  and  which 
luckily  feemed  to  be  making  towards  him.  He  was 
likewife  foon  efpied  by  thofe  in  the  veffel,  who  want- 
ed no  fignals  to  inform  them  of  his  diftrefs,  and  as  it 
was  almoft  a  calm,  and  their  courfe  lay  within  five 

O  3  hundred 
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hundred  yards  of  him,  they  hoifted  out  their  boat  and 
fetched  him  aboard. 

The  capiain  of  the  fhip  was  a  Frenchman  ;  fhe 
was  laden  with  deal  from  Norway,  and  had  been 
extremely  lliattered  in  the  Lte  ftorm.  TIils  captain 
was  of  that  kind  of  men,  who  are  actuattd  by  a  ge- 
neral humanity,  and  whoie  con.paffion  can  be  railed 
by  the  diftrefs  of  a  fellow-crtaiure,  though  of  a  nauon 
whofe  king  hath  quarrelled  with  the  monarch  of  their 
own.  He  therefore  commiferating  the  circumllances 
of  Wild,  who  had  dreffed  up  a  (tory  proper  to  im- 
pofe  upon  fuch  a  filly  fellow,  told  him,  that,  |as  him- 
felf  well  knew,  he  muft  be  a  prifoner  on  his  arrival 
in  France,  but  that  he  would  endeavour  ro  procure 
his  redemption  ;  for  which  our  hero  greatly  thanked 
him.  But  as  they  were  making  very  flow  fail  (for 
they  had  loft  their  main-maft  in  the  ftorm),  Wild 
faw  a  little  vefTel  at  a  diftance,  they  being  within  a 
few  leagues  of  the  Englifti  fhore,  which,  on  enquiry, 
he  was  informed  was  probably  an  tnglifh  fiihing- 
boat.  And,  it  being  then  perfedlly  calm,  he  pro- 
mifed,  that  if  they  would  accommodate  him  with  a 
pair  of  fcullers,  he  could  get  within  reach  of  the  boat, 
at  leaft  near  enough  to  make  fignals  to  her  ;  and  he 
preferred  any  rifque  to  the  certain  fate  of  being  a  pri- 
foner. As  his  courage  was  lomewhat  reftored  by  the 
provifions  (efpecially  brandy)  with  which  the  French- 
man had  lupplied  him,  he  was  fo  earneft  in  his  en- 
treaties, that  the  captain,  after  many  perfuafions,  at 
length  complied  ;  and  he  was  furnifhed  with  fcul- 
lers, and  with  fome  bread,  pork,  and  a  bottle  of 
brandy.  Then,  taking  leave  of  his  prefervers,  he 
asrain  betook  himfelf  to  his  boat,  and  rowed  fo  heart- 
ily,  that  he  foon  came  within  the  fight  of  the  fifher- 
man,  who  immediately  made  towards  him,  and  took 
Jiim  aboard, 

No  fooner  was  Wild  got  fafe  on  board  the  fifher- 
nian,  than  he  begged  him  to  make  the  utmoft  fpeed 
into  Deali  for  that  the  velTel  which  was  ftill  in  fight, 

was 
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was  a  ditlrefTcfd  Frenchman,  bound  for  Havre  de 
Grace,  and  might  eafily  be  made  a  prize,  if  there 
was  any  fhip  ready  to  go  in  piirfuit  of  her.  So  nobly 
and  greatly  did  our  hero  negledl  all  obligations  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  enemies  of  his  country,  that  he 
would  have  contributed  all  he  could  to  the  taking  his 
benefactor,  to  whom  he  owed  both  his  life  and  his 
liberty. 

The  fidierman  took  his  advice,  and  foon  arrived 
at  Deal,  where  the  reader  will,  I  doubt  nor,  be  as 
much  concerned  as  Wild  was,  that  there  was  not  a 
fingle  fnip  prepared  to  go  on  the  expediiion. 

Our  hero  now  faw  himlWf  once  more  fafe  on  Terra 
Jirma;   but  unluckily  at  fome  diftance  from  that  city 
where  men  of  ingenuity  can  moft  eafily  fupply  their 
wants  without  the  affiltance  of  money,  or  rather  can 
moft  eafily  procure  money  for  the  fupply  of  their 
wants.      However,    as  his  talents  were  fuperior  to 
every  difficulty,  he  framed  fo  dexterous  an  account 
of  his  being  a  merchant,  having  been  taken  and  plun- 
dered by  the  enemy,  and  of  his  great  effects  in  Lon- 
don,  that  he  was  not   only  heartily  regaled   by  the 
fifherman    at  his  houfe  j    but  m.ade  fo  handfome  a 
booty  by  way  of  borrowing,   a  method  of  taking 
which  we  have  before  mentioned  to  have  his  appro- 
bation, that  he  was  enabled  to  provide  himfelf  wirh 
a  place  in  the  ftage  coach  j  which  (as  God  permitted 
it  to  perform  the  journey)  brought  him^  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  to  an  inn  in  the  metropolis. 

And  new,  reader,  as  thou  canft  be  in  no  fufpenfe 
fbr  the  face  of  our  great  man,  fince  we  have  returned 
him  fafe  to  the  principal  fcene  of  his  glory,  we  will  a 
little  look  back  on  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Heartfree, 
whom  we  left  in  no  very  pleafant  fituation  i  but  of 
this  we  fliail  treat  in  the  next  book. 
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BOOK     III. 

CHAP.     I. 

The  low  anS.  pitiful  behaviour  of  Heartfree  •,  and  the 
joolijlo  conduct  of  his  apprentice. 

1  S  misfortunes  did  not  entirely  prevent 
Heartfree  from  clofing  his  eyes.  On  the 
contrary,  he  flept  feveral  hours  the  firft  night 
of  his  confinement.  However,  he  perhaps  paid  too 
feverely  dear  both  for  his  repofe,  and  for  a  fweet 
dream  which  accompanied  it,  and  reprefented  his 
little  family  in  one  of  thofe  tender  fcenes,  which  had 
frequently  paflTed  in  the  days  of  his  happinefs  and 
profperity,  when  the  provifion  they  were  making  for 
the  future  fortunes  of  their  children  ufed  to  be  one 
of  the  moft  agreeable  topics  of  difcourfe,  with  v/hich 
he  and  his  wife  entertained  themfelves.  The  plea- 
fantnefs  of  this  vifion,  therefore,  ferved  only^  on  his 
awaking,  to  fet  forth  his  prefent  mifery  with  addi- 
3  tiona! 
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tional  horror,  and  to  heighten  the  dreadful  ideas 
which  now  crowded  on  his  mind. 

He  had  fpent  a  confiderable  time  after  his  firft 
rifing  from  the  bed  on  which  he  had,  without  un- 
drefTing,  thrown  himfelf,  and  now  began  to  wonder 
at  Mrs.  Heartfrcc's  long  abfence ;  but  as  the  mind 
is  defirous  (and  perhaps  wifely  too)  to  comfort  itfelf 
with  drawing  the  mofl  flattering  conclufions  r''rom  all 
events  ;  fo  he  hoped  the  longer  her  ftay  was,  the 
more  certain  was  his  deliverance.  At  length  his  im- 
patience prevailed,  and  he  wasjuft  going  to  difpatch 
a  meffenger  to  his  own  houfe,  when  his  apprentice 
came  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  and,  on  his  enquiry,  in- 
formed him,  that  his  wife  had  departed  in  company 
with  Mr.  Wild  many  hours  before,  and  had  carried 
all  his  mod  valuable  effedts  with  her;  adding  at  the 
fame  time,  that  flie  had  herfelf  pofitively  acquainted 
him  fhe  had  her  hufband's  exprefs  orders  for  fo  do- 
ing, and  that  flie  was  gone  to  Holland. 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  many  wife  men,  who  have 
ftudied  the  anatomy  of  the  human  foul  with  more 
attention  than  our  young  phyficians  generally  bellow 
on  that  of  the  body,  that  great  and  violent  furprize 
hath  a  diiferent  tiYcd:  from  that  which  is  wrought  in 
a  good  houfevvifc  by  perceiving  any  diforders  in  her 
kitchen;  who,  on  fuch  occafions,  commonly  fpreads 
the  diforder,  not  only  over  her  whole  family,  but 
over  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Now,  thefe  great 
calamities,  efpecially  when  fudden,  tend  to  llifle  and 
deaden  all  the  faculties,  inftead  of  roufing  them  j 
and  accordingly  Herodotus  tells  us  a  ftory  of  Crce- 
fus,  king  of  Lydia,  who,  on  beholding  his  fervants 
and  courtiers  led  captive,  wept  bitterly  ;  but  when 
he  faw  his  wife  and  children  in  that  condition,  flood 
ftupid  and  motionlefs ;  fo  ftood  poor  Heartfree  on 
this  relation  of  his  apprentice,  nothing  moving  but 
bis  colour,  which  entirely  forfook  his  countenance. 

The 
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The  apprentice,  who  had  not  in  the  leafl:  doubted 
the  veracity  of  his  miHrefs,  perceiving  the  furprize 
■which  too  vifibly  appeared  in  his  mafter,  became 
fpeechlefs  likewil>,  and  both  r'emained  filent  fome 
niinuces,  gazing  with  afroniihrnent  ^nd  horror  at  each 
other.  At  laft  Heartfree  cry'd  out  in  an  agony  :  "  My 
"  wife  deferted  me  in  my  misfortunes  !"  "  Keaven 
"  forbid.  Sir,"  anfwered  the  other.  "  And  what  is 
*'  become  of  my  poor  children,"  replied  Heartfree  ? 
"  They  aVe  at  home.  Sir,"  faid  the  apprentice. 
*,'  Heaven  be  praiied  !  She  hath  forfaken  them  too,'* 
cries  Heartfree  :  "  Fetch  them  hither  this  inftant. 
**  Go,  my  dear  Jack,  bring  hither  my  little  all 
"  which  remains  now  :  Fly,  child,  if  thou  doft  not 
"  intend  likewife  to  forfiike  me  in  my  afflictions." 
The  youth  anfwered,  he  would  die  fooner  than  enter- 
tain fuch  a  thought,  and  begging  his  mafter  to  be 
comforted,  inftantly  obeyed  his  orders. 

Heartfree,  the  moment  the  you..;g  man  was 
departed,  threw  himfelfon  his  bed  in  an  agony  ofde- 
fpairi  bur,  recolledling  himfelf  after  he  had  vented  the 
iirll  fallies  of  his  pafllon,  he  began  to  queftion  the 
infidelity  of  his  wife  as  a  matter  irnpoffible.  He  ran 
over  in  his  thoughts  the  uninterrupted  tenderncfs 
which  flie  had  always  fhewn  him,  and,  for  a  minute, 
blamed  the  rafhnels  of  his  belief  againft  her;  till  the 
many  circumftances  of  her  having  left  him  fo  long, 
and  neither  writ  nor  fent  to  him  fince  her  deparcure 
v/ith  all  his  effefts  and  with  Wild,  of  whom  he  was 
not  before  without  fufpicion  j  and  lafily  and  chiefly, 
her  falfe  pretence  to  his  commands,  entirely  turned 
the  fcale,  and  convinced  him  of  her  difloyalty. 

While  he  was  in  thefe  agitations  of  mind,  the 
good  apprentice,  v;^ho  had  ufed  theutmoft  expedition, 
brought  his  children  to  him.  He  embraced  them 
with  the  mod  paffionate  fondnefs,  and  imprinted 
numberlefs  kifies  on  their  little  lips.  The  little  girl 
fiew  to  him  with  almofl:  as  much  eagernefs  as  he 
himfelf  exprelTed  at  her  fight,  and  cried  out :  "  O 

«  Papa, 
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«'  Papa,  why  did  you  not  come  home  to  poor  mam- 
**  ma  all  rhis  whilej  I  thought  you  would  not  have 
**  left  your  little  Nancy  fo  lon^:;."  After  which  he 
afked  her  for  her  mother,  and  was  told  (lie  had  killed 
them  both  in  the  morning,  and  cried  very  much  for 
hisabfence.  All  which  brought  a  flood  of  tears  into 
the  eyes  of  this  weak,  filly  man,  who  had  not  great- 
pels  fufficient  to  conquer  thefe  low  efforts  of  tcnder- 
nefs  and  humanity. 

He  then  proceeded  to  enquire  of  the  maid  fervanr, 
who  acquainted  him,  that  (he  knew  no  more  than  that 
her  miftrefs  had  taken  leave  of  her  children  in  the 
morning  with  many  tears  and  kifTes,  and  had  recom- 
mended them  in  the  moft  earnelt  manner  to  her  care  ; 
fhe  faid,  fne  had  promifed  faithfully  to  take  care  of 
them,  and  v,ould,  while  they  were  entrufted  to  her, 
fulfil  her  promife.  For  which  profeflion  Heartfree 
expreffed  much  gratitude  to  her  j  and,  after  indulg- 
ing himfelf  with  fome  little  fondn.^ifes,  which  we 
ihall  not  relate,  he  delivered  his  children  into  the 
good  woman's  hands,  and  difmilTcd  hero 

CHAP.     11. 

A  folilcquy  of  Heartfree'j,  full  cf  low  and  hafe  ideasy 
without  afyllable  c/ Greatness. 

EING  now   alone,    he    fat   fome   (hort  time 
filenr,  and  then  burft  forth  into  the  foUowino- 
ibliloquy  : 

"  What  fnall  I  do  ?  Shall  I  abandon  myfelf  to  a 
^^  difpirited  defpair,  or  fly  in  the  face  of  the  Al- 
*^  mighty  ?  Surely  both  are  unworthy  of  a  wife  man  ; 
^^  for  what  can  be  more  vain  than  weakly  to  lament 
^*  my  fortune,  if  irretrievable,  or,  if  hope  remains, 
*'  to  offend  that  being,  who  can  moll:  ftrongly  fijp- 
^*  port  it:  But  are  my  paflions  then  voluntary?  Am 
^*  I  fo  ablblutely  their  mafler,  that  I  can  refolve  with 
**  myfelf,  fo  far  only  will  \  grieve  ?  Certainly  no. 
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*  Reafon,  however  we  flatter  ourfelves,  hath   not 

*  llich  defpotic  empire  in  our  minds,  that  it  can, 

*  with  imperial  voice,   hufli  all  our  forrow  in  a  mo- 

*  ment.     Where  then  is   its  ufe  ?  For  either  it  is 

*  an  empty  found,  and  we  are  deceived  in  thinking 
^  we  have  reafon,  or  it  is  given  us  to  fome  end,  and 

*  hath  a  part  afiigned  it  by  the  all-wife  Creator. 
'  Why,  what  can  its  office  be,  other  than  juftiy 
'  to  weigh  the  worth  of  all  things,  and  to  dire6t  us 
'  to  that  perfection  of  human  wifdom,   which  pru- 

*  portions  our  elleem  of  every  objeft  to  its  real  me- 

*  rit,  and  prevents  us  from,  over  or  under  valuing 

*  whatever  we  ho})e  for,  we  enjoy,  or  we  lofc.  It 
'  doth  not  fooliflily  fay  to  us,  Be  not  glad  or  Be  not 
'  forry,  which  would  be  as  vain  and  idle,  as  to  bid 
'  the  purling  river  ceafe  to  run,  or  the  raging  wind 
'  to  blow.      It  prevents  us  only  from  exulting,  like 

*  children,  when  we  receive  a  toy,  or  from  lament- 

*  ing  when  we  are  deprived  of  it.  Suppofe  then  I 
^  have  loft  the  enjoyments  of  this  world,   and  my 

*  expedation  of  future  pleafure  and  profit  is  for  ever 

*  difappointed  J  what  relief  can  miy   reafon  afford  ? 

*  What,  unlcfs  it  can  fhew  me  I  had  fixed  my  af- 
fections on  a  toy  J  that  what  I  defired  was  not,  by 
a  wife  man,  eagerly  to  be  afFecled,  nor  its  lofs 
violently  deplored  ;  for  there  are  toys  adapted  to 
all  ages,  from  the  rattle  to  the  throne  j  and  per- 
haps the  value  of  all  is  equal  to  their  feveral  pof- 
feiibrs  J  for  if  the  rattle  pleafes  the  ear  of  the  in- 
fant, what  can  the  flattery  of  fycophants  give  more 
to  the  prince.  The  latter  is  as  far  from  examining 
into  the  reality  and  fource  of  his  pleafure,  as  the 
former  J  for  if  both  did,  they  mult  both  equally 
defpife  it.  And  furely,  if  we  confider  them  feri- 
oufly,  and  compare  them  together,  we  fhall  be 
forced  to  conclude  all  thole  pomps  and  pleafures, 
of  which  men  are  fo  fond,  and  which,  through  fo 
much  danger  and  difHculty,  with  fuch  violence 
and  villany  they  purfue,  to  be  as  worthlefs  trifles 
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•*  as  any  expofed  to  fale  in  a  toy-fliop.     I  have  of- 
*'  ten  noted  my  little  girl  viewing,  with  eager  eyes, 
''  a  jointed  baby  j  I  have  marked  the  pains  and  loli- 
**  citations  (he  hath  ufed,  till  I  have  been  prevailed 
*'  on  to  indulge  her  with  ir.     Ac  her  firll  obtaining 
*'  ir,  v.'hat  joy   hath   fparkled   in  her  countenance  ! 
**  with  what  raptures  hath  fhe  taken  polTrffion  ;  but 
*'  how  little  fatisfacftion  hath  fhe  found  in  it  !   Whac 
"  pains  to  work  out  her  amufcment  from  it  !   Irs 
*'  drels  muH:  be  varied  j  the  linfel  ornaments  whicli 
"  firft  caught  her  eyes,  produce  no  longer  pleafure; 
**  file  endeavours  to  make  it  Hand  and  walk  in  vain, 
**  and   is  conflrained  herfelf  to  fupply  it  witl]  con- 
**  verfation.     In  a  day's  tin:ie  it  is   thrown   by  and 
**  negleded,  and  ibme  Ids  coftly  toy  preferred  10  it. 
**  Plow  like  the  fituation  of  this  child  is  that  of  every 
*'  man  !  What  difficulties  in  the  purfuit  of  his  de- 
"  fires  1  What  inanity  in  the  poffefTion  of  moft,  and 
"  fatiety  in  thofe  which  feem  more  real  and  fubftan- 
"  tial !  The  delights  of  mod  men  are  as  childifh  and 
*'  as  fuperficial  as  that  of  my  little  girl;  a  feather 
**  or  a  fiddle  are   their  purfuits  and  their  pleafures 
**  through  life,  even    to  their  ripeft  years,  if  fuch 
**  men  may  be  faid  to  attain  any  ripenefs  at  all.   But 
**  let  us  lurvey  thofe  whofe  underltandings  are  of  a 
*'  more  elevated  and  refined  temper  :   How  empty 
'^  do  they  foon  find  the  world  of  enjoyments  wortii 
"  their  defire  or  attaining  !   How  foon  do  they  re- 
"  treat  to  folitude  and  contemplation,  to  gardening 
'*  and  planting,  and  fuch  rural  ainufemenls,  where 
'^  their  trees  and  they  enjoy  the  air  and  the  fun  in  com- 
**  mon,  and  both  vegetate  with  very  little  difference 
'*  between  them.     But  fuppofe  (which  neither  truth 
"  nor  wifdom  will  allow)  we  could  admit  fomething 
"  more  valuable  and  fubllantial  in  thefe   blefTings, 
**  would  not  the  uncertainty  of  their  poffcfilon   be 
*f  alone  fufficient  to  lower  their  price  }  How  mean  a 
"  tenure  is  that  at  the  will  of  fortune,  which  chance, 
f'  fraudj  and  rapine  are  every  day  fo  likely  to  deprive 

''  us 
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"  us  of,  and  ofcen  the  more  likely  by  how  much  the 
*'  greater  worth  our  poflefTions  are  of!  Is  it  not  to 
*'  place  our  arffections  on  a  bubble  in  the  water,  or 
"  on  a  picture  in  the  clouds  ?  What  madman  would 
"  build  a  fine  houfe,  or  frame  a  beautiful  garden  on 
*'  land  in  which  he  held  fo  uncertain  an  intereft.? 
*'  But  again,  was  all  this  lefs  undeniable,  did  for- 
<*  tune,  the  lady  of  our  manor,  leafe  to  us  for  our 
**  lives  J  of  how  little  confideration  muft  even  this 
*«  term  appear  ?  For  admitting  that  thefe  pleafures 
"  were  not  liable  to  be  torn  from  usi  how  certainly 
<«  muft  we  be  torn  from  them!  Perhaps  to-morrow,— 
**  Nay,  or  even  fooner :  For  as  the  excellent  poet  fays, 

**  Where  is  to-morrow  ? In  the  other  world. 

.*«  To  thoufands  this  is  true,  and  the  reverie 
"  Is  fure  to  none." 

"  But  if  I  have  no  further  hope  in  this  world,  can  I 
*'  have  none  beyond  it  ?  Snrelv  thofe  laborious  wri- 
*•  ters,  who  have  taken  fuch  infinite  pains  to  deftroy 
*'  or  weaken  all  the  proofs  of  futurity,  have  not  fo 
"  far  fucceeded  as  to  exclude  us  from  hope.  That 
"  aftive  principle  in  man  which  with  fuch  boldnefs 
"  pufhes  us  on  through  every  labour  and  difficulty,  to 
"  attain  the  moftdiltant  and  moft  improbable  event 
"  in  this  world,  will  not  furely  dtny  us  a  licrle  flat- 
*^  teringprofpedl  of  thofe  beautiful  manfions,  which, 
"  if  they  could  be  thought  chimerical,  muft  be  al- 
*'  iovi'ed  the  lovelieft  which  can  entertain  the  eye  of 
*'  man  J  and  to  which  the  road,  if  we  underftand  it 
"  rightly,  appears  to  have  {^o  few  thorns  and  briars 
"  in  it,  and  to  require  fo  little  labour  and  fatigue 
«'  from  thofe  who  ftiall  pafs  through  it,  that  its  ways 
'f  arc  truly  faid  to  be  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all 
**  its  paths  to  be  thofe  of  peace.  If  the  proofs  of 
"  chriftianity  be  as  ftrong  as  I  imagine  them,  furely 
"  enough  may  be  deduced  from  that  ground  only, 
^^  to  coinfort  and  fupport  the  moft  miferable  man  in 
*«  his  afiiictions.     And  this  I  think  my  reafon  tells 

"  me. 
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^f  me,  that  if  the  proffflbrs  and  propagaters  of  infi- 
*^  dcliry  are  in  the  right,  the  lofiies  which  death 
*^  brings  to  the  virtuous  are  not  worth  their  lament- 
*'  ing;  but  if  thefe  are,  as  certainly  they  feem,  in 
"  the  wrong,  the  blefTings  it  procures  them  are  not 
*^  fufficiently  to  be  coveted  and  rejoiced  at, 

"  On  my  own  account  then,  I  have  no  caufe  for 
'^  forrow,  but  on  my  children's  ! — Why,  the  fame 
**  Being  to  whofe  goodnefs  and  power  I  entruft  my 
"  own  happinefs,  is  likewife  as  able  and  as  willing  to 
''  procure  theirs.  Nor  matters  it  what  rtate  of  life 
"  is  allotted  for  them,  whether  it  be  their  fate  to 
"  procure  bread  with  their  own  labour,  or  to  eat  it 
'*  at  the  fweat  of  others.  Perhaps,  if  we  confider 
'^  the  cafe  with  proper  attention,  or  refolve  it  with 
*'  due  fincerityj  the  former  is  much  the  fweeter. 
**  The  hind  may  be  more  happy  than  the  lord  ;  for 
"  his  deiires  are  fewer,  and  thofe  fuch  as  are  attend- 
**  ed  with  more  hope  and  lefs  fear.  I  will  do  my 
"  utmoft  to  lay  the  foundations  of  my  children's 
'f  happinefs,  I  will  carefully  avoid  educating  them 
*'  in  a  ftation  fuperior  to  their  fortune,  and  for  the 
*^  event  truft  to  that  Being,  in  whom  whoever  rightly 
*'  confides,  muft  be  fuperior  to  all  worldly  lorrovvs.'* 

In  this  low  manner,  did  this  poor  wretch  proceed 
to  argue,  till  he  had  worked  himfelf  up  into  an  en- 
thufiafm,  which  by  degrees  foon  became  invulnera- 
ble to  every  human  attack  j  fo  that  when  Mr.  Snap 
acquainted  him  with  the  return  of  the  writ,  and  that 
he  muft  carry  him  to  Newgate,  he  received  the  mef- 
fage  as  Socrates  did  the  news  of  the  fhip's  arrival, 
and  that  he  was  to  prepare  for  death. 


C  Fi  A  P. 
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CHAP.     III. 

Wherein  our  hero  proceeds  in  the  road  to  Greatness. 

BUT  we  miifb  net  detain  our  reader  too  long 
with  thefe  low  charadcrs.  He  is  doubtlefs  as 
impatient  as  the  audience  at  the  theatre,  till  the 
principal  figure  returns  on  the  flage  ;  we  will  there- 
fore indulge  his  inclination,  and  purfue  the  aftions 
of  the  Great  Wild. 

There  happened  to  be  in  the  ftage-coach,  in 
which  Mr.  Wild  travelled  from  Dover,  a  certain 
young  gentleman  who  had  fold  an  eftace  in  Kent, 
and  was  goir.g  to  London  to  receive  the  money. 
There  was  likcwife  a  handfome  young  woman  who 
had  left  her  parents  at  Canterbury,  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  the  fame  city,  in  order  (as  (he  informed  her 
fellow-travellers)  to  make  her  fortune.  With  this 
girl  the  young  fpark  was  fo  much  enamoured,  that 
he  publicly  acquainted  her  with  the  purpofe  of  his 
journey,  and  olFered  her  a  confiderable  fum  in  hand 
and  a  fettlemenr,  if  Ihe  would  confent  to  return  with 
him  into  the  country,  v/here  Ihe  would  be  at  a  fafe 
diftance  from  her  relations.  Whether  Ihe  accepted 
this  propofal  or  no,  we  are  not  able  with  any  tolerable 
certainty  to  deliver:  But  Wild,  the  moment  he 
heard  of  this  money,  began  to  caft  about  in  his  mind 
by  what  means  he  might  become  mafter  of  it.  He 
entered  into  a  long  harangue  about  the  methods  of 
carrying  money  fafely  on  the  road,  and  faid.  He  had 
at  that  time  two  bank  bills  of  a  hundred, pounds  each 
fev/ed  in  his  coat ;  which,  added  he,  is  fo  fafe  a 
way,  that  it  is  almolt  impofTibie  I  fnould  be  in  any 
danger  of  being  robbed  by  the  moll  cunnuig  high- 
wayman. 

The  young  gentleman,  who  was  no  defcendant 
of  Solomon,  or,  ifhe  wa?,  did  not,  any  more  than 
fome  other  defcendants  of  wife  men,  inherit  the  v/if- 

-dom 
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dom  of  his  anceflor,  greatly  approved  Wild's  in- 
genuity, and  thanking  him  i'or  liis  infornnationj  de- 
clared he  would  follow  his  example  wficn  he  return- 
ed into  the  country  :  By  which  means  he  propofed  to 
lave  the  premium  coiiimonly  taken  for  the  remit- 
tance. Wild  had  then  no  more  to  do  but  to  inform 
himfelf  rightly  of  the  time  of  the  gentleman's  jour- 
ney, which  he  did  with  great  certainty,  before  they 
feparated. 

At  his  arrival  in  town,  he  fixed  on  tv/o  whom  he 
regarded  as  the  moft  refoluce  of  his  gang  for  this 
enterprizci  and  accordingly  having  fummoned  the 
principal,  or  moft  defperate,  as  he  imagined  him, 
of  thefe  two  (for  he  never  chofe  to  communicate  in 
the  prefence  of  more  than  one)  he  propofed  to  him 
the  robbing  and  murdering  this  gentleman. 

Mr.  Marybone  (for  that  was  the  gentleman's 
name  to  whom  he  applied)  readily  agreed  to  the  rob- 
bery j  but  he  hefitated  at  the  murder.  He  faid,  as 
to  robbery,  he  had,  on  much  weighing  and  confider- 
ing  the  matter,  very  well  reconciled  his  confcience 
to  it;  for  though  that  noble  kind  of  robbery  which 
was  executed  on  the  highway,  was  from  the  cow- 
ardice of  mankind  lefs  frequent;  yet  the  bafer  and 
meaner  fpecies,  ibmetimes  called  Cheating,  buD 
more  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Robbery 
within  the  Law,  was  in  a  manner  univerfal.  He  did 
not  therefore  pretend  to  the  reputation  of  being  fa 
much  honefter  than  other  people;  but  could  by  no 
means  fatisfy  himfelf  in  the  commifTion  of  murder, 
which  was  a  fin  of  the  mod  heinous  nature,  and  fo 
immediately  profecuted  by  God's  judgment,  that  it 
never  paiTed  undifcovered  or  unpuniOied. 

Wild,  v/ith  th,e  utmoft  difdain  in  his  counte- 
nance, anfvvered  as  follows  :  "  Art  thou  he  vvhorn 
'«  I  have  feleCted  out  of  my  whole  gang  for  this  glo-^ 
"  rious  undertaking,  and  dofl  thou  cant  of  God's 
'*  revenge  againft  murder  ?  You  have,  it  feems,  re- 
'«  conciled  your  confcience  (a  pretty  word)  to  rob- 

VoL.  IV.  P  ''  bery 
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*'  bery  from  its  being  fo  common.  Is  it  then  the 
''  novelty  of  murder  which  deters  you  ?  Do  you 
*'  imagine  that  guns,  and  piftols,  and  fwords,  and 
**  knives,  are  the  only  inftruments  of  death  ?  Look 
**  into  the  world,  and  fee  the  numbers  whom  broken 
"  fortunes  and  broken  hearts  bring  untimely  to  the 
"  grave.  To  omit  thofe  glorious  heroes,  who,  to 
'^  their  immortal  honour,  have  maflacred  whole  na- 
*'  tions,  what  think  you  of  private  perfecution,  trea- 
*'  chery,  and  flander,  by  which  the  very  fouls  of  men 
"  are  in  a  mannner  torn  from  their  bodies  ?  Is  it  not 
"  more  generous,  nay,  more  good-natured,  to  fend 
"  a  man  to  his  reft,  than,  after  having  plundered 
"  him  of  ail  he  hach,  or  from  malice  or  malevolence 
"  deprived  him  of  his  character,  to  punifh  him  with 
"  a  languifhing  death,  or  what  is  worfe,  a  languifh- 
"  ing  life  ?  Murder,  therefore,  is  not  fo  uncommon 
"  as  you  weakly  conceive  it,  though,  as  you  faid  of 
"  robbery,  that  more  noble  kind,  which  lies  within 
*'  the  paw  of  the  law,  may  be  fo.  But  this  is  the 
<^  moft  innocent  in  him  who  doth  it,  and  the  moft 
"  eligible  to  him  who  is  to  fuffer  it.  Believe  me, 
"  lad,  the  tongue  of  a  viper  is  lefs  hurtful  than  that 
<«  of  a  flanderer,  and  the  gilded  fcales  of  a  rattle- 
''  fnake  lefs  dreadful  than  the  purfe  of  the  oppreflbr, 
<*  Let  me  therefore  hear  no  more  of  your  fcriiples  j. 
*«  but  confent  to  my  propofal  without  further  hefita- 
*'  tion,  unlefs,  like  a  v/oman,  you  are  afraid  of 
"  blooding  your  clothes,  or,  like  a  fool,  are  terrified 
**  with  the  apprehenfions  of  being  hanged  in  chains, 
"  Take  my  word  for  it,  you  had  better  be  an  honed 
"  man  than  half  a  rogue.  Do  not  think  of  continuing 
"  in  my  gang  without  abandoning  yourfelf  abfolutely 
"  to  my  pieafure ;  for  no  man  fhall  ever  receive  a 
*<  favour  at  my  hands,  vv^ho  fticks  ac  any  thing,  oris 
'f  guided  by  any  other  law  than  that  of  my  will." 

Wild  thus  ended  his  fpeech,  which  had  not  the 
defired  effe£t  on  Marybone  :  he  agreed  to  the  rob- 
bery, but  would  not  undertake  the  murder,  as  Wild 

(who 
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(who  feared  that  by  Mary  bone's  demanding  to  fearch 
the  gentleman's  coat  lie  m:ght  hazard  fufpicion 
himfelf)  infilled.  Marybone  was  immediately  en- 
tered by  Wild  in  his  black-bookj  and  was  prefently 
after  impeached  and  executed  as  a  fellow  on  whom 
his  leader  could  not  place  fufficient  dependance ; 
thus  falling,  as  many  rogues  do,  a  facrificCj  not  to 
his  roguery,  but  to  his  confcience. 

CHAP.     IV. 

In  which  a  young   hero,    of  wonderful  good  promife^ 
makes  his  firft  appearance 3  with  many  other  great 

MATTERS. 

OUR  hero  next  applied  himfelf  to  another  of 
his  gang,  who  inilantly  received  his  orders, 
and  inftead  of  hefitating  at  a  fingle  murder,  afked  if 
he  fhould  blow  out  the  brains  of  all  the  paflengers, 
coachman  and  all.  But  Wild,  whofe  moderation 
we  have  before  noted,  would  not  permit  him  j  and 
therefore  having  given  him  an  exaft  defcription  of 
the  devoted  perfon,  with  his  other  neceffary  inftruc- 
tions,  he  difmifled  him,  with  the  ftrifteft  orders  to 
avoid,  if  poffible,  doing  hurt  to  any  other  perfon. 

The  name  of  this  youth,  who  will  hereafter  make 
fome  figure  in  this  hiftory,  being  the  Achates  of  ouf 
jSlneas,  or  rather  the  Haspheftion  of  our  Alexander, 
was  Fireblood.  He  had  every  qualification  to  make 
a  fecond-rate  great  Man  j  or  in   other  words,  he 
was  completely  equipped  for  the  tool  of  a  real  or 
firft-rate  great  Man.     We  fhall  therefore  (which 
is  the  propereft  way  of  dealing  with  this  kind  of 
Greatness)  defcribe  him  negatively,  and  content 
ourfelves  with  telling  our  reader  what  qualities  he 
had  not  J  in  which  number  were  humanity,  modefly, 
and  fear,  not  one  grain  of  any  of  which  was  mingled 
in  his  whole  compofition. 
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We  will  how  leave  this  youth,  who  was  effeemed 
the  mofr  promifing  of  the  whole  gang,  and  whom 
Wild  often  declared  to  be  one  of  the  prettied  lads 
he  had  ever  leen,  of  which  opinion,  indeed,  were 
moft  other  people  of  his  acquaintance,  we  will  how- 
ever leave  him  at  his  entrance  on  this  enterprize,  and 
keep  our  attention  fixed  on  our  hero,  whom  we  fhall 
obfcrve  taking  large  (Irides  towards  the  fummit  of 
human  glory. 

Wild,  immediately  at  his  return  to  town,  v;enc 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  Mifs  Lxtitia  Snaps   for  he  had  that 
weaknefs  of  fufFering  himfelf  to  be  enflaved  by  wo- 
men, lb  naturally  incident  to  men  of  heroic  difpo- 
fition  ;   to  fay  the  truth,    it.  might  more  properly  be 
called  a  flavery  to  his  own  appetite;  for  could  he 
have  faiisfied  that,  he  had  not  cared  three  farthings 
what  had  become  of  the  little  tyrant  for  whom  he 
profeiTed  fo  violent  a  re«;ard.     Here  he  was  inform- 
ed, that'Mr.  Lleaftfree  had  been  conveyed  to  New- 
gate the  day  before,  the  writ  being  then  returnable. 
He  was  fomewhat  concerned  at  this  news  ;  not  from 
any  compalTion  for  the  misfortunes  of  Heartfree, 
whom  he  hated  with  fuch  inveteracy,  that  one  would 
have  imagined  he  had  fuftered  the  fame  injuries  from 
him  which  he  had  done  towards  him.    His  concern 
therefore  had  another  motive  ;   in  facfl,  he  was  un- 
eafy  at  the  place  of  Mr.  Heartfree's  confinement,  as 
it  was  to  be  the  fcene  of  his  future  glory,  and  where 
confequently  he  fliould  be  frequently  obliged  to  fee 
a  face  which  hatred,  and  not  fhame,  made  him  de- 
teft  the  fight  of. 

To  prevent  this,  thereforej  feveral  methods  fug- 
gefted  themfelves  to  him.  A:  firft,  he  thought  of 
removing  him  out  of  the  v/ay  by  the  ordinary  me- 
thod of  fizurder,  which  he  doubted  not  butFireblood 
would  be  very  ready  to  execute;  for  that  youth  had 
at  their  laft  interviev/  fvvorn,  D — n  his  eyeSy  he  thought 
there  ivas  no  belter  pojiime  than  bloucing  a  man's  brains 
mt.  But  belidcs  the  danger  of  this  method,  it  did 
.   .  •  noJi 
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not  look  horrible  nor  barbarous  enough  for  the  Lift 
jnifchief  which  he  fliould  do  to  Heartfree.  Con- 
fidering,  therefore,  a  little  farther  with  himfclf,  he 
at  length  came  to  a  refolution  to  hang  him,  if  pofTi- 
ble,  the  very  next  feffions. 

Now,  though  the  obfervation,  How  apt  men  are  to 
hate  tbofe  they  injure^  or  how  unforgiving  they  are  of 
the  injuries  they  do  t hem/elves y  be  common  enough, 
yet  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  feen  the  reafon 
of  this  ftrange  pha;nomenon  as  at  firll  it  appears. 
Know  therefore,  reader,  that  with  much  and  fevere 
fcrutiny  we  have  difcovered  this  hatred  to  be  founded 
on  the  pafTion  of  fear,  and  to  arife  from  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  the  perfon  v/hom  we  have  ourfelves  greatly 
injured,  will  ufe  all  pofiible  endeavours  to  revenge 
and  retaliate  the  injuries  we  have  done  him.  An 
opinion  fo  firmly  ellablidied  in  bad  and  great  minds 
(and  thofe  who  confer  injuries  on  others,  have  fel- 
dom  very  good,  or  mean  ones)  that  no  benevolence, 
nor  even  beneficence  on  the  injured  iide,  can  eradi- 
cate it.  On  the  contrary,  they  refer  ail  thefe  acts 
of  kindnefs  to  impofture  and  defign  of  lulling  their 
fufpicion,  till  an  opportunity  offers  of  ftriking  a 
furer  and  feverer  blovvj  and  thus,  while  the  good 
man  who  hath  received  it,  hath  truly  forgotten  the 
injury,  the  evil  mind  which  did  it,  hath  it  in  lively 
and  frefh  rem.embrance. 

As  we  fcorn  to  keep  any  difcoveries  fecret  fronn 
our  readers,  whole  inftrudlion,  as  well  as  diverfion, 
we  have  greatly  confidered  in  this  hiftory,  we  have 
here  digreffed  fomewhat  to  communicate  the  follow- 
ing fhort  leilon  to  thofe  who  are  fimple,  ^nd  well- 
inclined  ;  Though  as  a  chrifiian  thou  art  obliged,  and 
"jue  advife  thee  to forgii'e  thy  enemy;  never  trust  the 

MAN  WHO  HATH  REASON  TO  SUSPECT  THAT  yOU 
KNOW  HE  HATH  INJURED  YOU. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Mere  and  mere  Greatness,  unparalleled  in  hlfiory  en 
romance^ 

IN  order  to  accompli rh  this  great  and  noble  fcheme, 
which  the  vaft  genius  of  Wild  had  contrived,  the 
firft  neceffary  ftep  was  to  regain  the  confidence  of 
Heartfree.  But  however  neceffary  this  was,  it  feem- 
cd  to  be  attended  v/ith  fuch  infunr.ountable  difficul- 
ties, that  even  our  hero  for  fonne  time  defpaired  of 
fuccefs.  He  was  greatly  fuperior  to  all  mankind  in 
the  fteadinefs  of  his  countenance,  but  this,  undertak- 
ing feemed  to  require  more  of  that  noble  quality 
than  had  ever  been  the  portion  of  a  mortal.  How- 
ever at  laft  he  refolved  to  attempt  it,  and  from  his 
fuccefs,  I  think,  we  may  fairly  alfert,  that  what  was 
faid  by  the  ]^atin  poet  of  labour,  that  //  conquers  all 
thingSy  is  much  more  true  when  applied  to  impu- 
dence. 

When  he  had  formed  his  plan,  he  went  to  New- 
gate, and  burft  refolutely  into  the  prefence  of  Heart- 
free,  whom  he  eagerly  embraced  and  kiffedj  and 
then,  firft  arraigning  his  own  rafhnefs,  and  afterwards 
lamenting  his  unfortunate  want  of  fuccefs,  he  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  particulars  of  what  had  hap-  • 
pened  ;  concealing  only  that  fingle  incident  of  his 
attack  on  the  other's  wife,  and  his  motive  to  the  un- 
dertaking, which,  he  alTured  Heartfree,  was  a  defire 
to  preferve  his  effefts  from  a  ftatute  of  bankruptcy. 
The  frank  opennefs  of  this  declaration,  with  the 
conr.pofure  of  countenance  with  which  it  was  deliver- 
ed ;  his  feeming  only  ruffled  by  the  concern  for  his 
friend's  misfortune  i  the  probability  of  truth  attending 
it,  joined  to  the  boldnefs  and  difinterefted  appear- 
ance of  this  vifit,  together  with  his  many  profefllons 
of  immediate  fervice,  at  a  time  when  he  could  not 
have  the  ieaft  vifible  motive  from  felf-lovei  and 

Above 
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above  all  his  offering  him  money,  the  laft  and  fureft 
token  of  friendfhip,  rufhed  with  fuch  united  force 
on  the  well-difpofcd  heart,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called, 
of  this  fimple  man,  that  they  inihmtly  flaggered, 
and  foon  fubverted  all  the  determination  he  had  be- 
fore made  in  prejudice  of  Wild  ;  who  perceiving 
the  balance  to  be  turning  in  his  favour,  prefentiy 
threw  in  a  hundred  imprecations  on  his  own  folly  and 
ill-advifed  forwardnefs  to  ferve  his  friend,  which  had 
thus  unhappily  produced  his  ruin  j  he  added  as  many 
curfes  on  the  Count,  whom  he  vowed  to  purfue  with 
revenge  all  over  Europe  :  laftly,  he  cad  in  fome 
grains  of  comfort,  afluring  Heartfree  that  his  wife 
was  fallen  into  the  gentlefi;  hands,  that  ihc  would 
be  carried  no  farther  than  Dunkirk,  whence  Ihe 
might  very  eafily  be  redeemed. 

Heartfree,  to  whom  the  lightefl:  prefumption 
of  his  wife*s  fidelity  would  have  been  more  delicious 
than  the  abfolute  reftoration  of  all  his  jewels,  and 
who,  indeed,  had  with  the  utmofi:  difficulty  been 
brought  to  entertain  the  flighted  fufpicion  ofherin- 
conftancy,  immediately  abandoned  all  diilruft  of  both 
her  and  his  friend,  whofe  fincerity  (luckily  for  Wild's 
purpofe)  feemed  to  him  to  depend  on  the  fame  evi- 
dence. He  then  embraced  our  hero,  who  had  in 
his  countenance  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  deepeft  con- 
cern, and  begged  him  to  be  comforted  ;  faying,  thac 
the  intentions,  rather  than  the  a£lions  of  men,  con- 
ferred obligations  i  that  as  to  the  event  of  human 
affairs,  it  was  governed  either  by  chance  or  fome 
fuperior  agent  J  that  friendfliip  was  concerned  only 
in  the  direction  of  our  defigns  j  and  fuppofe  thefe 
failed  of  fuccefs,  or  produced  an  event  never  fo  con- 
trary to  their  aim,  the  merit  of  a  good  intention  was 
not  in  the  leaft  leffened,  but  was  rather  entitled  to 
compaffion. 

Heartfree  however  was  foon  curious  enough 
to  enquire  how  Wild  had  efcapcd  the  captivity  which 
his  wife  then  fuffered.     Here  iikewifc  he  recounted 

P  4  th? 
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the  whole  truth,  omitting  only  the  motive  to  the 
French  captain's  cruelty,  for  which  he  afllgned  a 
very  different  realbn,  namely,  his  attempt  to  fecure 
Hcartfree's  jewels.  Wild  indeed  always  kept  as  much 
truth  as  was  poffible  in  every  thing  j  and  this  he 
iaid  was  turning  the  cannon  of  the  enemy  upon 
themfelves. 

Wild  having  thus,  with  admirable  and  truly  laud- 
able conduct,    atchieved  the  firft  ftep,  began  to  dif- 
courfe  on  the  badnefs  of  the  world,  and  particularly 
to  blame  the  feverity  of  creditors,  who  feidom  or 
never  attended  to  any  unfortunate  circumftances,  but 
v/ithouc  mercy  inflicted  confinement  on  the  debtor, 
whofe  body  the  law,   with  very  uniuflifiable  rigour, 
delivered  into  their  power.     He  added,   that  for  his 
part,  he  looked  on   this  reftraint  to  be  as  heavy  a 
punifhment  as  any  appointed  by  law  for  the  greateO: 
offenders.     That  the  lofs  of  liberty  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, equal  to,  if  not  worfe,  than  the  lofs  of  life  ; 
that  he  had  always  determined,  if  by  any  accident  or 
misfortune  he  had  been  fubjected  to  the  former,  he 
would  run  the  greateft  rifl^  of  the  latter,  to  refcue 
himifelffrom  it;  vv'hich,  he  faid,  if  men  did  not  want 
refokition,  was  always  enough  ;  for  that  it  was  ridi- 
culous to  conceive,   that  two  or  three  men  could 
confine  two  or  three  hundred,  unlefs  the  prifoners 
were  either  fools  or  cowards,  efpecially   when  they 
■were  neither  chained  nor  fettered.     He  went  on  in 
this  m.anner,  till  perceiving  the  utmoft  attention  in 
Heartfree,  he  ventured  to  propofe  to  him  an  endea- 
vour to  make  his  efcape,  Vv^hich,  he  faid,  might  eafily 
be  executed  ;  that  he  would  himfelf  raife  a  party  in 
the  prifon,  and  that,  if  a  murder  or  two  Ihould  hap- 
pen in  the  attempt,  he  (Heartfree)  might  keep  free 
from  any  fhare,  either  in  the  guilt  or  in  the  danger. 
There  is  one  misfortune  which  attends  all  great 
men  and  their  fchemes,  viz.  That,  in  order  to  "carry 
them  into  execution,  they  are  obliged,  in  propofing 
(heir  purpofc  to  their  tools,  to  difcover  themfelves 
'■  ■       •  to 
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to  be  of  that  difpoficion,  in  which  certain  little  wri- 
ters have  advifed  mankind  to  place  no  confidence^ 
an  advice  which  hath  been  fometimes  taken.  In- 
deed, many  inconveniencies  arife  to  the  faid  great 
men  from  thefe  fcribblers  publifliing  without  re- 
llrainc  their  hints  or  alarms  to  fociety  ;  and  many 
great  and  glorious  fciiemes  have  been  thus  fruftrat- 
ed  J  wherefore  it  were  to  be  wished,  that  in  all  well- 
regulated  "-overnments,  fuch  liberties  fliould  be  bv 
fome  v/holelbme  lav^s  reftrained ;  and  all  writers  in- 
hibited from  venting  any  other  inilrndions  to  the 
people  than  what  fhould  be  firft  approved  and  li- 
cenled  by  the  faid  great  men,  or  their  proper  inftru- 
ments  or  tools;  by  which  means  nothing  would  ever 
be  publifhed  but  what  made  for  the  advancing  their 
inoit  noble  projefls. 

Heartfree,  whofe  fufpicions  were  again  raifed 
by  this  advice,  viewing  Wild  with  inconceivable  dif- 
dain,  fpoke  as  follows  :  "  There  is  one  thing,  the 
"  lofs  of  which  I  fhould  deplore  infinitely  beyond 
^*  that  of  liberty  and  of  life  alfo,  I  mean  that  of  a 
"  good  confcience.  A  bleiTmg  which  he  who  pof- 
*'  lefles  can  never  be  thoroughly  unhappy;  for  the 
"■^  bitterefl  potion  of  life  is  by  this  fo  fweetened,  than 
"  it  foon  becomes  palatable;  whereas  without  it, 
*'  the  mod  delicate  enjoyments  quickly  lofe  all  their 
^*  relifh,  and  life  itfelf  grows  infipid,  or  rather  nau- 
*^  feous  to  us.  Would  you  then  iefien  my  misfor- 
"  tunes  by  robbing  me  of  what  hath  been  niy  only 
*'  comifort  under  them,  and  on  which  I  place  my 
**  dependance  of  being  relieved  from  them  ?  I  have 
**  read  that  Socrates  refufed  to  lave  his  life  by 
"  breaking  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  departing 
*'  from  his  prifon,  when  it  was  open.  Perhaps  mv 
'*  virtue  would  not  go  fo  far;  but  heaven  forbid 
"  liberty  fhould  have  fuch  charms,  to  tempt  me  to 
f*  the  perpetration  of  To  horrid  a  crime  as  murder. 
*'  As  to  the  poor  evalion  of  committing  it  by  other 
f^  hands,  it  might  be   ufeful  indeed  to  thofe  who 

**  feek 
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"  feck  only  the  efcape  from  temporal  puniflimentj 
''  but  can  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  excufe  me  to  that 
*^  Being  whom  I  chiefly  fear  offending i  nay,  it 
*'  would  greatly  aggravate  my  guilt  by  fo  impudent 
*'  an  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  him,  and  by  fo 
*'  wickedly  involving  others  in  my  crime.  Give 
"  me  therefore  no  more  advice  of  this  kind  ;  for 
"  this  is  my  great  comfort  in  all  my  affiiclionSj  that 
**  it  is  in  the  pov/er  of  no  enemy  to  rob  me  of  my 
*'  confcience,  nor  will  I  ever  be  fo  much  my  own 
**  enemy  as  to  injure  it." 

Though  our  hero  heard  all  this  with  proper  con- 
tempt, he  made  no  diredl  anfwer,  but  endeavoured 
to  evade  his  propolal  as  much  as  pofTible,  which  he 
did  v.'ith  adm.irable  dexterity  :  this  method  of  get- 
ting tolerably  well  off,  when  you  are  repulfed  in 
your  attack  on  a  man's  confcience,  may  be  ffiled  the 
art  of  retreating,  in  which  the  politician,  as  well  as 
the  general,  hath  fometimes  a  wonderful  opportunity 
of  difplaying  his  great  abilities  in  his  profeffion. 

Wild  having  made  this  admirable  retreat,  and 
argued  away  all  defign  of  involving  his  friend  in  the 
guilt  of  murder,  concluded  however,  that  he  thought 
him  rather  too  fcrupulous  in  not  attempting  his 
efcape  J  and  then  promifing  to  ufe  all  fuch  means  as 
the  other  would  permit,  in  his  fervice,  took  his  leave 
for  the  prefcnt.  Heartfree,  having  indulged  him- 
felf  an  hour  with  his  children,  repaired  to  refl:,  which 
he  enjoyed  quiet  and  undifturbedi  whilft  Wild,  dif- 
daining  repofe,  fat  up  all  night,  confulting  how  he 
might  bring  about  the  final  deftrudion  of  his  friend, 
without  being  beholden  to  any  affiftance  from  him- 
felf ;  v/hich  he  now  defpaired  of  procuring.  With 
the  refultof  thefe  confuitations  we  iliall  acquaint  our 
reader  in  good  time ;  but  at  prefent  we  have  mat- 
ters of  much  more  confcquence  to  relate  to  him. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     VI. 

^he  event  of  Fireblood'j  advent urc,  ar.d  a  treaty  of 
marriagCy  zvhich  might  have  been  concluded  either  at 
Smithficld  or  St.  James's. 

FIREBLOOD  returned  from  his  enterprizc 
unluccelUul.  The  gt-ntleman  happened  to  go 
home  another  way  than  he  had  intended  ;  fo  that  the 
whole  defign  mifcarried.  Fireblood  had  indeed  rob- 
bed the  coach,  and  had  wantonly  difcharged  a  piftol 
into  it,  which  (lightly  wounded  one  of  the  paH'engers 
in  the  arm.  The  booty  he  met  with  was  not  very  con- 
fiderable,  though  much  greater  than  that  with  which 
he  acquainted  Wildj  for,  of  eleven  pounds  in  mo- 
ney, two  filver  watches,  and  a  wedding-ring,  he  pro- 
duced no  more  than  two  guineas  and  the  ring,  which 
he  protefted  with  numberlefs  oaths  was  his  whole 
booty.  However,  when  an  advertifemenc  of  the 
robbery  was  publifhed,  with  a  reward  promifed  for 
the  ring  and  the  watches,  Fireblood  was  obliged  to 
confefs  the  whole,  and  to  acquaint  our  hero  where 
he  had  pawned  the  watches  ;  which  Wild,  taking 
the  full  value  of  them  for  his  pains,  reflored  to  the 
right  owner. 

He  did  not  fail  catechifing  his  young  friend  on 
this  occafion.  He  faid,  he  was  forry  to  fee  any  of 
his  gang  guilty  of  a  breach  of  honour;  that  with- 
out honour  Priggery  was  at  an  end  ;  that  if  a  Prior 
had  hut  honour,  he  would  overlook  every  vice  in  the 
world.  "  But,  neverthelefs,"  faid  he,  ''  I  will  for- 
*^  give  you  this  time_,  as  you  are  a  hopeful  lad  j  and 
'^  1  hope  never  afterv/ards  to  find  you  delinquent  in 
?*  this  great  point." 

Wild  had  now  brought  his  gang  to  great  regu- 
larity :  he  was  obeyed  and  feared  by  them  all.  He 
had  likewife  eftablifhed  an  office,  where  all  men  who 
were  robbed,  paying  the  value  only  (or  a  little  more) 
of  their  goods,  might  have  them  again.     This  was 

of 
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of  notable  ufe  to  feveral  perfons  who  had  loll  pieces 
of  plate  they  had  received  from  their  grandmo- 
thers i  to  others  who  had  a  particular  value  for  cer- 
tain rings,  watches,  heads  of  canes,  fnufF- boxes,  i^c^ 
for  which  they  would  not  have  taken  twenty  times 
as  much  as  th.ey  were  worth,  eiiher  becaufe  they 
had  them  a  little  while  or  a  long  time,  or  that  fome- 
body  elfe  had  had  them  before,  or  from  fomc  other 
fuch  excellent  reafon,  v,'hich  often  ftamps  a  greater 
value  on  a  toy,  than  the  great  Bubble-boy  himfclf 
would  have  the  impudence  to  fet  upon  it. 

By  thefe  means,  he  feemed  in  fo  prcmifing  a  v/ay 
of  procuring  a  fortune,  and  was  regarded  in  fo 
thriving  a  light  by  ail  the  gentlemen  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, as  by  the  keeper  and  turnkeys  of  Newgate, 
by  Mr.  Snap,  and  others  of  his  occupation,  that 
Mr.  Snap  one  day,  taking  Mr.  Wild  the  elder  afide, 
very  ferioully  propofed  what  they  had  often  lightly 
talked  over,  a  fcrict  union  between  their  families,  by 
marrying  his  daughter  Tifhy  to  our  hero.  This 
propofal  v.'as  very  readily  accepted  by  the  eld  gen- 
tleman, who  promifed  to  acquaint  his  fon  with  it. 

On  the  morrow  on  which  this  mefTage  was  to  be 
ilelivered,  our  hero,  little  dreaming  of  the  happinefs 
which,  of  its  own  accord,  was  advancing  fo  near  to- 
wards him,  had  called  Fireblood  to  him  j  and,  after 
informing  that  youth  of  the  violence  of  his  paffion 
for  the  young  lady,  and  affuring  him  what  confidence 
he  repofcd  in  him  and  his  honour,  hedifpatched  him 
to  Mifs  Tifliy  with  the  following  letter  j  which-  we 
here  infert,  not  only  as  v;e  take  it  to  be  extremely 
curious,  but  to  be  a  much  better  pattern  for  that 
epiftolary  kind  of  writing,  which  is  generally  called 
Love-letters,  than  any  to  be  found  in  the  academy 
cf  compliy,ientSj  and  which  we  challenge  all  the  beaua 
of  our  time  Co  excel  either  in  matter  or  fpelling. 


<'  Moft 
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«  Moil  deivine  and  adwhorable  creeturc, 

'^'  T  DoucT  not  but  thofe  lis,  briter  than  the  Ton, 
"  ^  which  have  kindled  fuch  a  flam  in  nny  hart, 
"  have  likewifc  the  faculty  of  feeing  ic.  It  would 
"  be  the  hieft  preafilimption  to  innagin  you  eggno- 
"  rant  of  my  loav.  No,  Madam,  1  foJiemly  pur- 
"  teft,  that  of  ail  the  butys  in  the  unaverfal  glcb^ 
"  there  is  none  kapable  of  hatera(5ling  my  lis  like 
"  you.  Corts  and  pallaces  v/ouid  be  to  m.e  delerrs 
*'  without  your  kumpany,  and  with  it  a  vv-ildernefs 
"  would  have  m.ore  charms  than  haven  itfelf.  For 
*'  I  hop  you  will  beleve  me  when  I  f.vare  every 
^'  place  in  the  univarfe  is  a  haven  with  you.  I  am 
*'  konvinced  you  mud  be  finfibel  of  my  violenr. 
*^  pafllon  for  you,  which,  if  1  endevored  to  hid  it, 
"  would  be  as  impofiible  as  for  you,  or  the  'on,  to 
**^  hid  your  buty's.  I  afure  you  I  have  not  flept  a 
'^  wink  fince  I  had  the  hapinefs  of  feeing  you  lafi: ; 
"  therefore  hop  you  will,  out  of  Kumpaflion,  lee 
'^  me  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you  this  afternune  ; 
<*  for  I  am  with  the  greateft  adwhoration, 
.  "  Moft  deivine  creeture, 

**  lour  moft  pafllonate  amirer, 
"  Adwhorer  and  flave, 

*'    JOHANATAN   WvLD." 

If  the  fpelling  of  this  letter  be  not  fo  ftriclly  or- 
thographical, the  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  remember, 
that  fuch  a  defedl  might  be  worthy  of  cenfure  in  a 
low  and  fcholaftic  chara6ler  ;  but  can  be  no  blemifh 
in  that  fublime  greatnefs,  of  which  we  endeavour  to 
raife  a  complete  idea  in  this  hiltory.  In  which  kind 
of  compofition,  fpelling,  or  indeed  any  kind  of  hu- 
man literature,  hath  never  been  thought  a  necelTary 
ingredient  j  for  if  thefe  fori  of  great  perfonages  can 
but  complot  and  contrive  their  noble  fchemes,  and 
hack  and  hew  mankind  fufficiently,  there  will  never 
be  wanting  fie  and  able  perfons  who  can  fpell,  to  re- 
cord 
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cord  their  praifes.     Again,  if  it  fliould  be  obferved 
that  the  flyle  of  this  letter  doth  not  exaftly  corre- 
fpond  with  that  of  our  liero's  fpeeches,  which  we  have 
here  recorded,  we  aniwer,  it  is  fufficient  if  in  thefe 
thehiftorian  adheres  faithfully  to  the  matter,  though 
he  embcliilhes  the  diction  with  fome  flourifhes  of 
his  own   eloquence,    without    which   the    excellent 
fpeeches  recorded  in  ancient  hillorians  (particularly 
in  Salluft)   would  have  fcarce  been  found  in  their 
writings.     Nay,  even  amongfl  the  moderns,  famous 
as  they  are  for  elocution,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
thofc  inimitable  harangues,  publifhed  in  the  monthly 
Magazines,  cam.e  literally  from  the  mouths  of  the 
HuRGOs,  ^c.  as  they  are  there  inferted,  or  whether 
we  may  not  rather  fuppole  fome  hiftorian  of  great 
eloquence  hath  borrowed  the  matter  only,  and  adorn- 
ed It  with  thofe  rhetorical  flowers  for  which  many 
of  the  faid  Hurgos  are  not  fo  extremely  eminent* 

CHAP.     VII. 

Matters  preliminary  to  the  marriage  between  Mr,  Jona- 
than Wild  and  the  chajie  La^titia. 

U  T  to  proceed  with  our  hiftory  :  Fireblood, 
I  having  received  this  letter,  and  promiled  on 
his  honour,  with  many  voluntary  afleverations,  to 
difcharge   his  embaffy  faithfully,  went  to  vifit  the 
fair  Lstitia.     The  lady  having  opened  the  letter, 
and  read  it,  put  on  an  air  of  difdain,  and  told   Mr. 
Fireblood  fhe  could  not  conceive  what  Mr.  Wild 
meant  by  troubling  her  with  his  impertinence  j  fhe 
begged  him  to  carry  the  letter  back  again,  faying, 
had  fhe  known  from  whom  it  came,  fhe  would  have 
been  d — d  before  fhe  had  opened  it.     "  But  with 
**  vou,  young  gentleman,"   fays  fhe,  "  I  am  not  in 
"  the  leaft  angry.     I  am  rather  forry  that  fo  pretty 
**  a  young  man  fhould  be  employed  in  fuch  an  er- 
"  rand."      She  accompanied  thefe  words  with  fo 
4  tender 
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tender  an  accent,  and  fo  wanton  a  leer,  that  Fire- 
blood,  who  was  no  backward  youth,  began  to  take 
her  by  the  hand,  and  proceeded  fo  warmly,  that,  to 
imitate  his  actions  with  the  rapidity  of  our  narration, 
he  in  a  few  minutes  ravifhed  this  fair  creature,  or  at 
leafb  would  have  ravifhed  her,  if  (he.  had  not,  by  a 
timely  compliance,  prevented  him. 

FiREBLOOD,  after  he  had  raviflied  as  much  as  he 
could,  returned  to  Wild,  and  acquainted  him,  as 
far  as  any  wife  man  would,  with  what  had  pafTed ; 
concluding  with  many  praifes  of  the  young  lady's 
beauty,  with  whom,  he  faid,  if  his  honour  would  have 
permitted  him,  he  Ihould  himfelf  have  fallen  in 
love;  but,  d — n  him,  if  he  would  not  fooner  be  torn 
in  pieces  by  wild  horfes,  than  even  think  of  injuring 
his  friend.  He  aflerted  indeed,  and  fwore  fo  heartily, 
rhat  had  not  Wild  been  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  impregnable  chaftity  of  the  lady,  he  might  have 
fufpefted  his  fuccefs  :  however,  he  was,  by  thefe 
means,  entirely  fatisfied  of  his  friend's  inclination 
towards  his  miftrels. 

Thus  conftituted  were  the  love  affairs  of  our  hero, 
when  his  father  brought  him  Mr.  Snap's  propofal. 
The  reader  muft  know  very  little  of  love,  or  indeed 
of  any  thing  elfe,  if  he  requires  any  information 
concerning  the  reception  which  this  propofal  met 
with.  Nol  guilty  never  founded  fweeter  in  the  ears 
of  a  prifoner  at  the  bar,  nor  the  found  of  a  reprieve 
to  one  at  the  gallows,  than  did  every  word  of  the  old 
gentleman  in  the  ears  of  our  hero.  He  gave  his  fa- 
ther full  power  to  treat  in  his  name,  and  defired  no- 
thing more  than  expedition. 

The  old  people  now  met,  and  Snap,  who  had  in- 
formation from  his  daughter  of  the  violent  paflTioa 
of  her  lover,  endeavoured  to  improve  it  to  the  beft 
advantage,  and  would  have  not  only  declined  giving 
her  any  fortune  himfelf,  but  have  attempted  to  cheat 
her  of  what  fhe  owed  to  the  liberality  of  her  rela- 
tions, particularly  of  a  pint  filver  caudle-cup,  the 

gift 
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gift  of  her  grandmother.  Howeveri  in  this  the. 
young  lady  hcrfelf  afterwards,  took  care  to  prevent 
him.  As  to  the  old  Mr.  Wild,  he  did  not  I'uffi- 
ciently  attend  to  all  the  defigns  of  Snap,  as  his  facul- 
ties were  bufily  eaiployed  in  defigns  of  his  own,-  to 
overreach  (or,  as  others  exprefs  it,  to  cheat)  the 
faid  Mr.  Snap,  by  pretending  to  give  his  Ton  a  whole 
number  for  a  chair,  when  in  reality  he  was  intitled 
to  a  third  only. 

While  matters  were  thus  fettling  between  the 
old  folks,  the  young  lady  agreed  to  adniic  Mr. Wild's 
vifitsj  and,  by  degrees,  began  to  entertain  him  with 
all  the  {liew  or"  affe^Lion,  which  the  great  natural  re- 
ferve  of  her  temper,  and  the  g'^eater  artificial  rcferve! 
of  her  education  would  permit.  At  length,  every 
thing  being  agreed  between  their  parents,  fettle- 
ments  made,  and  the  lady's  fortune  (to  wit,  fevcn- 
teen  pounds  and  nine  fniilings  in  money  and  goods) 
paid  down,  Iijc  day  for  their  nuptials  was  fixed,  and 
thev  were  celebrated  accordingly. 

Most  private  hiftories,  as  well  as  comedies,  end 
at  this  period  ;  the  hiftcrian  and  the  poet  both  con- 
cluding they  have  done  enough  for  their  hero  when 
they  have  married  him  j  or  intimating  rather,  that 
the  reft  of  his  life  muii  be  a  dull  calm  of  happinefs, 
very  delightful  indeed  to  pafs  through,  but  fomc- 
\vh:it  infipid  to  relate  j  and  matrimony  in  general 
mulT,  1  believe,  v/ichout  any  difpute,  be  allowed  to 
be  this  Itare  of  tranquil  felicity,  including  {o  little 
variety,  that,  like  Salifoury  Plain,  it  afrbrds  only  one 
profpedt,  a  very  pleafant  one  ic  muft  be  confeffed, 
but  the  ianie. 

Now,  there  was  all  the  probability  imaginable, 
that  this  contra6l  vvould  have  proved  of  fuch  happy 
note,  both  from  the  great  accomplifhments  of  tb.e 
young  lady,  v.'ho  was  thought  to  be  poflefTed  of  every 
qualification  neccifary  to  make  thjC '  m'afriage-ftate 
happy  J  and  from  tfie  truly  ardent  pafTion  of  Mr. 
Wildi  but  whether  ic  was  that  nature  and  fortune 

•  "'*''  had 
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had  great  defigns  for  him  to  execute,  and  would  not 
fuffer  his  vaft  abilities  to  be  loft  and  funk  in  the 
arms  of  a  wife,  or  whether  neither  nature  nor  for- 
tune had  any  hand  in  the  matter,  is  a  point  I  will 
not  determine.  Certain  it  is,  that  this  match  did 
not  produce  that  ferene  ft  ate  we  have  mentioned 
above;  but  refembled  the  moft  turbulent  and  ruffled, 
rather  than  the  moft  calm  fea. 

I  CAN'NOT  here  om.it  a  conjeclure  ingenious  enough 
of  a  friend  of  mine,  who  had  a  long  intimacy  in  the 
Wild  family.  He  hath  often  told  me,  he  fancied  one 
reafonofthe  diffatisfaftions  which  afterwards  fell  out 
between  Wild  and  his  lady,  arofe  from  the  number 
of  gallants,  to  whom  ftie  had  before  marriage  grant- 
ed favours ;  for,  fays  he,  and  indeed  very  probable 
it  is  too,  the  lady  might  expe6l  from  her  huft^and, 
u'hat  Ihe  had  before  received  from  feveral,  and  be- 
ing angry  not  to  find  one  man  as  good  as  ten,  ftie 
had,  from  that  indignation,  taken  thofe  fteps  which 
we  cannot  perfedly  juftify. 

From  this  perfon  I  received  the  following  dia- 
logue, which,  he  afTured  me,  he  had  overheard  and 
taken  down  verbatim.  It  paiTed  on  the  day  fort- 
night after  they  were  married. 

CHAP.    viir. 

A  diakgue  matrimonial,  'which  pajfed  het-iveen  Jonatham" 
Wild  Ej\idre^  and  Li^TiTiA  his  wife,  on  the  morn" 
ing  of  the  day  fortnight  on  i^hich  his  nuptials  were  ce- 
lebrated\  which  concluded  more  amicably  than  thofe 
debates  generally  do. 

Jonathan. 

MY  dear,  I  wilh  you  would  lie  a  little  longer 
in  bed  this  morning. 
LiETiTiA.  Indeed  I   cannot;  I  am   engaged  to 
breakfaft  with  Jack  Srrongbow. 

Jonathan,  i  don't  know  what  Jack  Strongbow 
Vol.  IV.  Q^  doth 
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coth  fo  often  at  my  houfe.  I  affiire  you  I  am  uneafy 
at  ic;   for  though  i  have  no  fufpicion  of  your  virtue, 
yet  it  may  injure  your  reputation  in  the  opinion  of 
my  neighbours. 

L^TiTiA.  I  don't  trouble  my  head  about  my 
neighbours  5  and  they  fhall  no  more  tell  me  what 
company  I  am  to  keep,  than  m.y  hufband  fhall. 

JoxATHAN.  A  good  wifc  would  keep  no  company 
which  made  her  hujband  uneafy. 

Ly^TiTiA.  You  might  have  found  one  of  thofe 
good  wives.  Sir,  if  you  had  pleafed  i  I  had  no  ob- 
jefticn  to  it. 

Jonathan.  I  thought  I  had  found  one  in  you. 

L^TiTiA.  You  did  !  1  am  very  much  obliged  to 
you  for  thinking  me  fo  poor-fpirited  a  creature  j  but 
I  hope  to  convince  you  to  the  contrary.  What,  I 
luppofe,  you  took  me  for  a  raw,  fenfelefs  girl,  who 
knew  nothing  what  other  married  women  do  ! 

Jonathan.  No  matter  what  I  took  you  for  :  I 
have  taken  you  for  better  and  worfe. 

LiETiTiA.  And  at  your  own  defire  too :  for,  I 
am  fure,  you  never  had  mine.  I  fhould  not  have 
broken  my  heart  if  Mr.  Wild  had  thought  proper 
to  bertow  himfelf  on  any  other  more  happy  woman 
Ha,  ha. 

Jonathan.  I  hope,  Madam,  you  don't  imagine 
that  was  not  in  my  power,  or  that  I  married  you  out 
of  any  kind  of  neceffity. 

L^titia.  O  no.  Sir  j  I  am  convinced  there  are 
filly  women  enough.  And  far  be  it  from  me  to  ac^ 
cufe  you  of  any  neceffity  for  a  wife.  I  believe  you 
could  have  been  very  well  contented  with  the  ftate 
of  a  batchelorj  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
your  necedlties :  but  that,  you  know,  a  woman  can- 
not tell  beforehand. 

Jonathan.  I  can't  guefs  what  you  would  infinu- 
atej  for  I  believe  no  woman  had  ever  lefi  reafon  to 
complain  of  her  hufband's  want  of  fondnefs. 

L^TiTiA,  Then  fome,  I  am  certain,  have  great 

reafon 
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reafon  to  complain  of  the  price  they  give  for  them. 
— But  I  know   better   things.      (Thefe  liords  ivere 
fpoken  ivith  a  'very  great  air,  and  tojs  of  ike  head.) 

Jonathan.  Well,  my  fwecting,  I  will  make  it 
impoflible  for  you  to  wifli  me  more  fond. — 

L^TiTiA.  Pray,  Mr.  Wild,  none  of  this  naiifeous 
behaviour,  nor  thofe  odious  words. — I  wiih  you 
were  fond  ! — I  adure  you — I  don't  know  what  you 
would  pretend  to  infinuate  of  me. — 1  have  no  v/ilhes 

which    miJbecome   a  virtuous  woman No,  nor 

fhould  not,  if  I  had  married  for  love. — And  efpc- 
cially  now  when  nobody,  I  am  fure,  can  fufpeft  me 
of  any  fuch  thing. 

Jonathan.  If  you  did  not  marry  for  love,  why 
did  you  marry  ? 

L^TiTiA.  Becaufe  it  was  convenient,  and  mv  pa^- 
rents  forced  me. 

Jonathan,  I  hope,  Madam,  at  leaft,  you  will 
rot  tell  me  to  my  face,  you  have  made  your  conve- 
nience of  me. 

Li^TiTiA.  I  have  made  nothing  of  you;  nor  do 
I  defire  the  honour  of  making  any  thing  of  you. 

Jonathan.  Yes,  you  have  made  a  hufband  of 
me. 

L^TiTiA.  No,  you  made  yourfelf  fo ;  for  I  re- 
peat once  more,  It  was  not  my  defire,  but  your 
own. 

Jonathan.  You  fliould  think  yourfelf  obliged  to 
me  for  that  defire. 

L/ETiTiA.  La,  Sir !  you  was  not  fo  fingular  in 
it.  I  was  not  in  defpair.*— I  have  had  other  offers, 
and  better  too. 

Jonathan.  I  wilh  you  had  accepted  them  with 
all  my  heart. 

LiETiTiA.  I  mufi:  tell  you,  Mr.  Wild,  this  is  a 
very  brutifli  manner  of  treating  a  woman,  to  whom 
you  have  fuch  obligations  ;  but  I  know  how  to  de- 
fpife  it,  and  to  defpife  you  too  for  fhewing  it  nie. 
Indeed  I  am  well  enough  paid  for  the  foolifh  pre- 
Q^a  ference 
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ference  I  gave  to  you.  I  flattered  myfelf  that  I 
(liould  at  lead  have  been  ufed  with  good  manners. 
I  thought  I  had  married  a  gentleman  ;  but  I  find 
you  every  way  contemptible,  and  below  my  con- 
cern. 

Jonathan.  D — n  you,  Madam,  have  not  I  more 
reafon  to  complain,  when  you  tell  me  you  married 
me  for  your  convenience  only  ? 

L/ETiTiA.  Very  fine,  truly.  Is  it  behaviour 
v/orthy  a  man  to  fwear  at  a  woman  ?  yet  why  fhould 
I  mention  what  comes  from  a  wretch  whom  I  de- 
fpife. 

Jonathan.  Don'n  repeat  that  word  fo  often.  I 
defpife  you  as  heartily  as  you  can  me.  And,  to  tell 
you  a  truth,  I  married  you  for  my  convenience  like- 
wife,  to  fatisfy  a  palllon  which  I  have  now  fatislied, 
and  you  may  be  d — d  for  any  thing  I  care. 

Ly^TiTiA.  The  world  fball  know  how  barbaroufly 
I  am  treated  by  fuch  a  villain. 

Jonathan.  I  need  take  very  little  pains  to  ac- 
quaint the  world  what  a  b — ch  you  are,  your  actions 
will  demon  (Irate  it. 

L.^TiTiA.  Moniler  1  I  would  advife  you  not  to 
depend  too  much  on  my  fex,  and  provoke  me  too 
far ;  for  1  can  do  you  a  mifchief,  and  will,  if  you 
dare  ufe  me  fo,  you  villain  ! 

Jonathan.  Begin  whenever  you  pleafe.  Madam  j 
but  aflure  yourfclf,  the  moment  you  lay  afide  the 
woman,  I  will  treat  you  as  fuch  no  longer ;  and  if 
the  firit  blov/  is  yours,  I  promife  you  the  lad  fliall 
be  mine. 

Lif:TiTiA.  Ufe  me  as  you  willj  but  d — n  me  if 
ever  you  (hall  ufe  me  as  a  woman  again  ;  for  may  I 
be  curfed,   if  ever  I  enter  your  bed  more. 

Jonathan.  May  I  be  curfed  if  that  abfhinence  be 
not  the  greateft  obligation  you  can  lay  upon  me  j  for, 
I  aflure  you  faithfully,  your  perfon  was  all  I  had  ever 
any  regard  for ;  and  that  I  now  loath  and  deteft,  as 
much  as  ever  I  liked  it. 

LiETITIA. 
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L<«:titia.  It  is  impofTible  for  two'people  to  agree 
better  i  for  I  always  detefled  your  perfon  ;  and,  as 
for  any  other  regard,  you  muft  be  convinced  I  never 
could  have  any  for  yon. 

Jonathan.  Why,  then,  fince  we  are  come  to  a 
right  underftanding,  as  v/e  are  to  live  together,  fup- 
pofe  we  agreed,  inftead  of  quarrelling  and  abufing, 
to  be  civil  to  each  other. 

LiETiTiA.  With  all  my  heart. 
Jonathan.  I,et  us  fliake  hands  then,  and  hence- 
forwards  never  live  like  man  and  wifej  that  is,   ne- 
ver be  loving,  nor  ever  quarrel. 

LiETiTiA.  Agreed. But  pray,  Mr.  Wild,  why 

B— ch  ?  Why  did  you  fuffer  fuch  a  word  to  efcape 
you  ? 

Jonathan.  It  is  not  worth  your  remembrance. 
LyETiTiA.  You  a?ree  I  fhall  converle  with  whom- 
foever  I  pleafe  ? 

Jonathan.  Without  controul.  And  I  have  the 
fame  liberty  ? 

L^TiTiA.  When  I  interfere,  may  every  curfe 
you  can  wifh  attend  me. 

Jonathan.  Let  us  now  take  a  farewel  kifs  j  and 
may  I  be  hang'd  if  it  is  not  the  fweeteft  you  ever 
gave  me. 

LiETiTiA.    But    why,    B— ch  .? Methinks    I 

fhould  be  glad  to  know  why  B — ch  ? 

At  which  words  he  fprang  from  the  bed,  d — ing 
her  temper  heartily.  She  returned  it  again  with 
equal  abufe,  which  was  continued  on  both  fides 
while  he  was  dreffing.  However,  they  agreed  to 
continue  ftedfaft  in  this  new  refolution  ;  and  the  joy 
arifing  on  that  occafion  at  length  difmilTed  them 
pretty  cheerfully  from  each  other,  though  Lsstitia 
could  not  help  concluding  with  the  words.  Why 

B  — CK  ? 


0^3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

Chfervatious  on  the  foregoing  dialogue,  together  with  a 
baje  defign  on  cur  hero^  which  muji  be  detejled  by 
every  lover  of  Greatness, 

H  U  S  did  this  dialogue  (which,  though  we 
have  tenned  it  matrimonial,  had  indeed  very 
little  favour  of  the  fweets  of  matrimony  in  it),  pro- 
duce at  laft  a  refolution  more  wife  than  (Iridiy  pi- 
ous, and  which,  if  they  could  have  rigidly  adhered 
to  it,  might  have  prevented  feme  unpleafant  mo- 
ments, as  well  to  our  hero  as  to  his  ferene  confort; 
but  their  hatred  was  fo  very  great  and  unaccount- 
able, that  they  never  could  bear  to  fee  the  leaft  com- 
pofure  in  one  another's  countenance,  without  at- 
tempting to  ruffie  it.  This  fet  them  on  fo  many 
contrivances  to  plague  and  vex  one  another,  that  as 
their  proximity  afforded  them  fuch  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  executing  their  malicious  purpofcs,  they 
feldom  pafied  one  eafy  or  quiet  day,together. 

And  this,  reader,  and  no  other  is  the  caufe  of 
tliofe  many  inquietudes,  which  thou  mull  have  ob- 
fcrvcd  to  difturb  the  repofe  of  fome  married  couples, 
who  miftake  implacable  hatred  for  indifference 3  for 
why  Ihould  Corvinus,  who  lives  io  a  round  of  in- 
trigue, and  feldom  doth,  and  never  Vy'illingly  would, 
dally  with  his  wife,  endeavour  to  prevent  her  from 
the  fatisfacftion  of  an  intrigue  in  her  turn  ?  Why  doth 
Camilla  refufe  a  more  agreeable  invitation  abroad, 
only  to  expofe  her  hulband  at  his  own  table  at 
home  ?  In  fnorr,  to  mention  no  more  inftances, 
whence  can  all  the  quarrels,  and  jealoufies,  and  jars, 
proceed,  in  people  who  have  no  love  for  each  other, 
unlefs  from  that  noble  paffion  abovementioned,  that 
defire,  according  to  my  lady  Betty  Modilli,  of  curing 
each  other  of  a  fmile. 

We  thought  proper  to  give  our  reader  a  Ihort 

tafte 
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tafte  of  the  domeftic  date  of  our  hero  the  rather  to 
(hew  him  that  great  men  are  fiibjed  to  the  fame  frail- 
ties and  inconvcniencics  in  ordinary  life,  with  little 
men,  and  that  heroes  are  really  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  other  human  creatures,  notwithllanding  all  the 
pains  they  themfelves,  or  their  flatterers,  take  to 
aflcrt  the  contrary;  and  that  they  differ  chiefly  in  the 
immenflty  of  their  greatnefs,  or,  as  the  vulgar  er- 
roneoufly  call  it,  villany.  Now  therefore,  that  we 
may  not  dwell  too  long  on  low  fcenes,  in  a  hiftory 
of  this  fublime  kind,  we  fliall  return  to  adions  of  a 
higher  note,  and  more  fuitable  to  our  purpofe. 

When  the  boy  Hymen  had,  with  his  lighted 
torch,  driven  the  boy  Cupid  out  of  doors  j  that  is  to 
fay,  in  common  phrafe,  when  the  violence  of  Mr. 
Wild's  palfion  (or  rather  appetite)  for  the  chafte  La;- 
titia  began  to  abate,  he  returned  to  vifit  his  friend 
Heartfree,  who  was  now  in  the  liberties  of  the  Fleer, 
and  had  appeared  to  the  commiflion  of  bankruptcy 
againft  him.  Here  he  met  with  a  more  cold  recep- 
tion than  he  hii.ifelf  had  apprehended.  Heartfree 
had  long  entertained  fufpicions  of  Wild,  but  thefe 
fufpicions  had  from  time  to  time  been  confounded 
with  circumftances,  and  principally  fmothered  with 
that  amazing  confidence,  which  was  indeed  themoffc 
ftriking  virtue  in  our  hero.  Heartfree  was  unwil- 
ling to  condemn  his  friend  without  certain  evidence, 
and  laid  hold  on  every  probable  femblance  to  ac- 
quit him  i  but  the  propofal  made  at  his  lad  vifit 
had  fo  totally  blackened  his  charader  in  this  poor 
man's  opinion,  that  it  entirely  fixed  the  wavering 
ibale,  and  he  no  longer  doubted  but  that  our  hero 
was  one  of  the  greatefi:  villains  in  the  world. 

Circumstances  of  great  improbability  often 
efcape  men  who  devour  a  ftory  v^^ith  greedy  ears ; 
the  reader  therefore  cannot  v/onder  that  Heartfree, 
whofe  pafTions  were  fo  variouQy  concerned,  firfl  for 
the  fidelity,  and  fecondly  for  the  fafety  of  his  wifej 
and  laflly,  who  was  fo  diftrauied  with  doubt  con- 

0^4  cerning 


132    The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD. 

cerning  the  condu<5l  of  his  friend,  fhould  at  his  firft 
relation  pals  unobfcrved  the  incident  of  his  being 
committed  to  the  boat  by  the  captain  of  the  priva- 
teer, which  he  had  at  the  time  of  his  telling  fo  lame- 
ly accounted  for;    but  now  when  Heartfrce  came  to 
refleft  on  the  whole,  and  with  a  high  prepoiTefTion 
againft  Wild,  the  abfurdity  of  this  fat^t  glared  in  his 
eyes,  and  ftruck  him  in  the  mofl:  fenfible  manner. 
At  length  a  thought  of  great  horror  fuggeded  itfelf 
to  his  imagination,  and  this  was,  whether  the  whole 
was  not  a  fiction,  and  Wild,  who  was,  as  he  had 
learned  from  his  own  mouth,  equal  to  any  under- 
taking how  black    foever,    had  not  fpirited  away, 
robbed  and  murdered  his  wife. 

Intolerable  as  this  apprehenfion  v.'as,  he  not 
only  turned  it  round  and  examined  it  carefully  in 
his  own  mind,  but  acquainted  young  Friendly  with 
it  at  their  next  interview.  Friendly  who  detefted 
Wild  (from  that  envy  probably,  with  which  thefe 
Great  Characters  naturally  infpire  low  fellows) 
encouraged  thefe  fufpicions  fo  much,  that  Heartfree 
refolved  to  attack  our  hero,  and  carry  him  before  a 
magiftrate. 

This  refolution  had  been  fome  time  taken,  and 
Friendly,  with  a  warrant  and  a  condable,  had  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  fearched  feveral  days  for  our 
hero  ;  but  whether  it  was  that  in  compliance  with 
modern  cuftom  he  had  retired  to  fpend  the  honey- 
moon with  his  bride,  the  only  moon  indeed  in  which 
it  is  fafhjonable  or  cuftomary  for  the  married  parties 
to  have  any  correfpondence  with  each  other  i  or  per- 
haps his  habitation  might  for  particular  reafons  be 
ufually  kept  a  fecret :  Like  thofe  of  fome  few  great 
men,  whom  unfortunately  the  law  hath  left  out  of 
that  reafonable  as  well  as  honourable  provifion,  which 
it  hath  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  perfons  of  other 


great  men. 


But  Wild  refolved  to  perform  works  of  fupcre- 
rogation  in  the  way  of  honour,  and,  though  no  hero 

is 


The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD.   233 

is  obliged  to  anfwer  the  rhallfnge  of  my  lord  chief 
jufticc,  or  indeed  of  any  other  magiftrate  j  but  may 
with  unblemiflieti  reputatior.  Aide  away  from  it ; 
yet  fuch  was  the  bravery,  inch  the  greatnefs,  the 
magnanimity  of  Wild,  that  he  appeared  in  perfon 
to  it. 

Indeed  envy  may  fay  one  thing,  which  may  lef- 
fen  the  glory  of  this  action,  namely,  that  the  faid 
Mr.  Wild  knew  nothing  of  the  iaid  warrant  or  chal- 
lenge J  and  as  thou  mayeft  be  affured,  reader,  that 
the  malicious  fury  will  omit  nothing  which  can  any- 
ways fully  fo  great  a  charadler,  fo  (he  hath  endea- 
voured to  account  for  this  fecond  vifit  of  our  hero 
to  his  friend  Heartfree,  from  a  very  different  motive 
than  that  of  aiTerting  his  own  innocence. 

CHAP.     X. 

Mr.  Wild  with  unprecedented  generoftty  vijits  his  friend 
Heartfree,  and  the  ungrateful  reception  he  met  with, 

1  T  hath  been  faid  then,  that  Mr.  Wild,  not  being 
4  able  on  the  ftridtefl:  examination  to  find  in  a  cer- 
tain fpot  of  human  nature  called  his  own  heart,  the 
lead  grain  of  that  pitiful  low  quality  called  honefty, 
and  refolved,  perhaps,  a  little  too  generally,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  thing.  He  therefore  imputed  the 
refolution  with  which  Mr.  Heartfree  had  fo  pofitively 
refufed  to  concern  himfelf  in  murder,  either  to  a 
fear  of  bloodying  his  hands,  or  the  apprehenfion  of 
a  ghoft,  or  left  he  fliould  make  an  additional  exam- 
ple in  that  excellent  book  called,  God's  Revenge 
againft  Murder  j  and  doubted  not  but  he  would 
(at  leaft  in  his  prefent  neceflity)  agree  without  fcruple 
to  a  fimple  robbery,  efpecially  where  any  confidcr- 
able  booty  Ihould  be  propofed,  and  the  fafery  of  rhe 
attack  plaufibly  made  appear  i  which  if  he  could 
prevail  on  him  to  undertake,  he  would  immediately 
afterwards  get  him  impeached,  convicted,  and  hang- 
ed. 
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ed.  He  no  fooner  therefore  had  difcharged  his  du- 
ties to  Hymen,  and  heard  that  Heartfree  had  pro- 
cured himfelf  the  liberties  of  the  Fleet,  than  he  re- 
folved  to  vifit  him,  and  to  propofe  a  robbery  with  all 
the  allurements  of  profit,  eafe,  and  fafety. 

This  propofal  was  no  foonex-  made,  than  it  was 
anfwered  by  Heartfree  in  the  following  manner  : 

"  I  MIGHT  have  hoped  the  anfwer  which  I  gave 
**  to  your  former  advice  v/ould  have  prevented  me 
*^  from  the  danger  of  receiving  a  fecond  affront  of 
**  this  kind.  An  affront  I  call  it,  and  furely  if  it 
**  be  fo  to  call  a  man  a  villain,  it  can  be  no  lefs  to 
"  fhew  him  you  fuppofe  him  one.  Indeed  it  may  be 
•*  wondered  how  any  man  can  arrive  at  the  boldnefs, 
**  I  may  fay  impudence,  of  firft  making  fuch  an 
**  overture  to  another}  furely  it  is  feldom  done,  un- 
*'  lefs  to  thoie  who  have  previoufly  betrayed  fome 
**  fymptoms  of  their  own  bafenefs.  If  I  have  there- 
"  fore  fliewn  you  any  fuch,  thefe  infults  are  more 
*'  pardonable;  but  I  affure  you,  if  fuch  appear,  they 
"  difcharge  all  their  malignance  outwardly,  and  re- 
"  fleet  not  even  a  fliadow  within  ;  for  to  me  bafe- 
"  ncfs  feems  inconfiilent  with  this  rule.  Of  doing 

*•  NO  OTHER  PERSON  AN  INJURY  FROM  ANY  MO- 
*'    TIVE     OR     ON     ANY    CONSIDERATION     V/KATEVER, 

"  This,  Sir,  is  the  rule  by  which  I  am  determined 
"  to  walk,  nor  can  that  man  jutlify  difoelieving 
*'  me,  who  will  not  own,  he  walks  not  by  it  him- 
"  felf.  But  v.'hether  it  be  allowed  to  me  or  no,  or 
"  whether  I  feel  the  good  effefts  of  its  being  prac- 
*'  tifed  by  others,  I  am  refolved  to  maintain  it :  For 
*<  furely  no  man  can  reap  a  benefit  from  my  purfu- 
'*  ing  it  equal  to  the  comfort  I  m.yfelf  enjoy :  For 
«*  what  a  ravifhing  thought!  how  replete  with  ex- 
"  tacy  miuft  the  confideration  be,  that  Almighty 
**  Goodnefs  is  by  its  own  nature  engaged  to  re- 
«*  ward  me  I  How  indifferent  muft  fuch  a  perfuafion 
<«  make  a  man  to  all  the  occurrences  of  this  life  I 
<*  What  tiilies  muft  he  reprcient  to  himfelf  both 

"  the 
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**  the  enjoyments  and  the  afflictions  of  this  world  ! 
*'  How  eafily  nnuft  he  acquiefce  under  nnifling  the 
**  former,  and  how  patiently  will  hj  fubmit  to  the 
'*  latter,  who  is  convinced  chat  his  failing  of  a  tran- 
**  fitory  imperfe(5l  reward  here,  is  a  moft  certain 
*'  argument  of  his  obtaining  one  permanent  and 
*'  complete  hereafter  !  Dofl  thou  think  then,  thou 
"  lirtle,  paltry,  mean  animal  (with  fuch  language 
*^  did  he  treat  our  truly  great  man),  that  1  will 
*'  forego  fuch  comfortable  expectations  for  any  pi- 
"  tiful  reward  wliich  thou  cand  fuggeft  or  promife 
"  to  me  J  for  that  fordid  lucre  for  which  all  pains 
*'  and  labour  are  undertaken  by  the  induftrious, 
*'  and  all  barbarities  and  iniquities  committed  by 
*^  the  vilci  for  a  worthlefs  acquifition,  which  fucli 
*'  as  thou  art  can  pofiefs,  can  give,  or  can  take 
*'  away  ?"  The  former  part  of  this  fpeech  occafion- 
ed  much  yawning  in  our  hero,  but  the  latter  roufed 
his  anger  -,  and  he  was  collefting  his  rage  to  anfwer, 
when  Friendly  and  the  conftable,  who  had  been 
fummoned  by  Heartfree,  on  Wild's  firft  appearance, 
entered  the  room,  and  feized  the  great  man  juft  as 
his  wrath  was  burfting  from  his  lips. 

The  dialogue  which  now  enlued,  is  not  worth 
relating.  Wild  was  foon  acquainted  with  the  reafon 
of  this  rough  treatment,  and  prefently  conveyed 
before  a  magiftrate. 

Notwithstanding  the  doubts  raifed  by  Mr. 
Wild's  lawyer  on  his  examination,  he  infilling  that 
the  proceeding  was  improper  3  for  that  a  I'Frit  de 
Homme  replegiando  fhould  ilTue,  and  on  the  return  of 
that  a  Capias  in  JVithernam,  the  juftice  inclined  to 
commitment,  fo  that  Wild  was  driven  to  other  me- 
thods for  his  defence.  He  therefore  acquainted  the 
juftice,  that  there  was  a  young  man  likewife  with 
him  in  the  boat,  and  begged  that  he  might  be  fenc 
for,  which  rcquell  was  accordingly  granted,  and 
the  faithful  Achates  (Mr.  Fireblood)  was  foon  pro- 
duced to  bear  teftin'.ony  for  his  frien  J,  which  he  did 

with 


236    The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD. 

with  To  much  becoming  zeal,  and  went  through  his 
examination  with  fuch  coherence  (though  he  was 
forced  to  colleifl  his  evidence  from  the  hints  given 
him  by  V/iid  in  the  prefence  of  the  juftice  and  the 
accufers),  that  as  here  was  direct  evidence  againff: 
mere  prefumption,  our  hero  was  molt  honourably 
acquitted,  and  poor  Heartfree  was  charged  by  the 
juftire,  the  audience,  and  all  others,  who  afterwards 
heard  tlie  ftory,  with  the  blackeft  ingratitude,  in 
attempting  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  man,  to  whom 
he  had  fuch  eminent  obligations. 

Lest  fo  vaft  an  effort  of  friendfhip  as  this  of  Fire- 
blood's  fhould  too  violently  furprize  the  reader  in 
this  degenerate  age  -,  it  may  be  proper  to  inform  him, 
that  befide  the  ties  of  engagement  in  the  fame  em- 
ploy, another  nearer  and  Itronger  alliance  fubfifted 
between  our  hero  and  this  youth,  which  latter  was 
juft  departed  from  the  arms  of  the  lovely  La^citia, 
when  he  received  herhuiband's  meffagej  an  inltance 
which  may  alfo  ferve  to  juftify  thole  (Iridl:  inter- 
courfes  of  love  and  acquaintance,  which  fo  common- 
ly iubfiil:  in  mcKiern  hiilory  between  the  hufband  and 
o-allant,  difplaying  the  vafl  force  of  friendfhip,  con- 
trafted  by  this  more  honourable  than  legal  alliance, 
which  is  thought  to  be  at  prcfent  one  of  the  ftrongelc 
bonds  of  amity  between  great  men,  and  the  mod 
reputable  as  well  as  eafy  way  to  their  favour. 

Four  months  had  now  paiTed  fince  Heartfree's 
firft  confinement,  and  his  affairs  had  begun  to  wear 
a  more  benign  afped;  but  they  were  a  good  deal 
irnured  by  this  attempt  on  Wild  (fo  dangerous  is  any 
attack  on  a  Great  Man),  feveral  of  his  neighbours, 
and  particularly  one  or  two  of  his  own  trade,  in- 
durtrioufiy  endeavouring,  from  their  bitter  animo- 
fity  againft  fuch  kind  of  iniquity,  to  fpread  and  ex- 
ao-serate  his  ingratitude  as  much  as  pcffible  ;  not  in 
the^leaft  fcrupling,  in  the  violent  ardour  of  their  in- 
di"-nation,  to  aad  fome  fmall  circumftances  of  their 
own  knowledge  of  the  many  obligations  conferred 
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on  Hcartfice  by  Wikl.,  To  all  thefe  fcandals  he 
quietly  fubinitted,  comforting  himfclf  in  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  his  own  innocence,  and  confiding  in 
time,  the  fure  friend  ofjuHicc,  to  acquit  him. 

CHAP.     XI. 

A  fchor.e  [0  deeply  lald^  that  it  JJjames  all  the  politics  of 
this  our  age  •,  '■joith  digrejfion  and  fuhdigrcjjiov.. 

IT  T  I  LD  having  now,  to  the  hatred  he  bore 
Heartfree,  on  account  of  thofe  injuries  he 
had  done  himj  an  additional  fpur  from  this  injury- 
received  (for  fo  it  appeared  to  him,  v/ho,  no  more 
than  the  mofi:  ignorant,  confidered  how  truly  he  de- 
ferved  it),  applied  his  utmofl.  induftry  to  accomplifh 
the  ruin  of  one  whofe  very  name  founded  odious  in 
his  ears  ;  when  luckily  a  fcheme  arofe  in  his  imagi- 
nation, which  not  only  promifed  to  effecft  it  fecurely, 
but  (which  pleafed  him  moil)  by  means  of  the  mif- 
chief  he  had  already  done  him  ;  and  which  would  at 
once  load  him  with  the  imputation  of  having  com- 
mitted what  he  him.feif  had  done  to  him,  and  would 
bring  on  him  the  fevereft  punifhment  for  a  fafb,  of 
which  he  was  not  only  innocent,  but  had  already  fo 
greatly  fuffered  by.  And  this  was  no  other  than  to 
charge  him  with  having  conveyed  away  his  wife,  with 
his  mod  valuable  effects,  in  order  to  defraud  his>  cre- 
ditors. 

He  no  fooner  flarted  this  thought  than  he  imme- 
diately refolved  on  putting  it  in  execution.  What 
remained  to  confider  was  only  the  ^wm^doy  and  the 
perfon  or  tool  to  be  employed  ;  for  the  (lags  of  the 
world  differs  from  that  in  Drury-Lane  principally 
in  this ;  that  whereas  on  the  latter,  the  hero,  or  chief 
figure,  is  almofb  continually  before  your  eyes,  whiift 
the  under-aflors  are  not  feen  above  once  in  an  even- 
ing; now,  on  the  former,  the  hero,  or  great  man, 
is  always  behind  the  curtain,  and  feldom  or  never 

appears. 
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appears,  or  doth  any  thing  in  his  own  perfon.  He 
doth  indeed,  in  this  Grand  Drama,  rather  perform 
the  part  of  the  Prompter,  and  doth  inftruft  the  well- 
drelt  figures,  who  are  ftructing  in  public  on  the 
ftage,  what  to  fay  and  do.  To  fay  the  truth,  a 
puppetfhovv  will  illuftrate  our  meaning  better,  where 
it  is  the  matter  of  the  fhow  (the  great  man)  who 
dances  and  moves  every  thing;  whether  it  be  the 
king  of  Mufcovy,  or  whatever  other  potentate,  alias 
puppet,  which  we  behold  on  the  ftage;  but  he  him- 
lelf  wifely  keeps  out  of  fight;  for  fhould  he  once 
appear,  the  whole  morion  v/ould  be  at  an  end.  Not 
that  any  one  is  ignorant  of  his  being  there,  or  fup- 
pofes  that  the  puppets  are  not  mere  fticks  of  wood, 
and  he  himfelf  the  I'oie  mover  j  but  as  this  (though 
every  one  knows  it)  doth  not  appear  vifibly,  i.  e.  to 
their  eyes,  no  one  is  afhamed  of  confenting  to  be 
impofed  upon  ;  of  helping  on  the  Drama,  by  calling 
the  feverai  fticks  or  puppets  by  the  names  which 
the  mafter  hath  allotted  to  them,  and  by  afllgning  to 
each  the  charaiflcr  which  the  great  man  is  pleafed 
they  fhall  move  in,  or  rather  in  which  he  himlelf  is 
pleafed  to  move  them. 

It  would  be  to  fuppofe'  thee,  gentle  reader,  oae 
of  very  little  knowledge  in  this  world,  to  imagine 
thou  haft  never  feen  fome  of  thefe  puppetHiows,.. 
which  are  fo  frequently  a<5led  on  the  great  ftage  j 
but  though  thou  fhouldft  have  refided  all  thy  days 
in  thofe  remote  parts  of  this  ifland,  which  great  men 
feldom  vifit  ;  yet,  if  thou  haft  any  penetration,  thou 
muft  have  had  fome  occafions  to  admire  both  the  fo- 
IcQinity  of  countenance  in  the  aflor,  and  the  gravity 
in  the  fpeflator,  while  fome  of  thofe  farces  are  car- 
ried on,  which  are  adled  almoft  daily  in  every  vil- 
lage in  the  kingdom.  He  muft  have  a  very  defpi- 
cabic  opinion  of  mankind  indeed,  who  can  conceive 
them  to  be  impofed  on  as  often  as  they  appear  to  be 
fo.  The  truth  is,  they  are  in  the  lame  fituation 
with  the  readers  of  Romances  j  who,  though  they 

know 
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know  the  v/hole  to  be  one  entire  fiftion,  ncvertheltfs 
agree  to  be  deceived  ;  and  as  thele  find  amufement, 
fo  do  the  others  find  eafe  and  convenience  in  this 
concurrence.  But  this  being  a  rubdigrcllion,  I  re- 
turn to  my  digrclTion. 

A  GREAT  Man  ought  to  do  hi  s  bufinefs  by 
others  3  to  cnnploy  hands,  as  we  have  before  fsid, 
to  his  purpofes,  and  keep  himfelf  as  much  behind 
the  curtain  as  poflible  ;  and  though  it  mufi:  be  ac- 
knowledged that  tv/o  very  great  men,  whofe  names 
will  be  both  recorded  in  hiftory,  did  in  thefe  latter 
times,  come  forth  themfelves  on  the  flage  ;  and  did 
hack  and  hew,  and  lay  each  other  moft  cruelly  opea 
to  the  diverfion  of  the  fpeftators ;  yet  this  muft  be 
mentioned  rather  as  an  example  of  avoidance,  than 
imitation,  and  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  number  of 
thofe  inftances  which  ferve  to  evince  the  truth  of 
thefe  maxims :  Nemo  raortalium  omnibus  horis  fapit, 
Ira  furor  hrevis  efi,  &c. 

CHAP.    XIL 

Ise'-jo  inftances  of  Friendly 'j/(?//y,  &:c. 

TO  return  to  my  hiftory,  which,  having  refted 
itfelf  a  little,  is  now  ready  to  proceed  on  its 
journey  :  Fireblood  was  the  perfon  cholen  by  Wild 
for  this  fervice.  He  had,  on  a  late  occafion,  expe- 
rienced the  talents  of  this  youth  for  a  good  round  per- 
jury. He  immediately,  therefore,  found  him  our, 
and  propofed  it  to  him  :  vvhen  receiving  his  inftanc 
aflent,  they  confulted  together,  and  foon  framed  aa 
evidence,  which,  being  communicated  to  one  of  the 
moft  bitter  and  fevere  creditors  of  Heartfree,  by  him 
laid  before  a  magiftrate,  and  attefl:ed  by  the  oath 
of  Fireblood,  thejuftice  granted  his  warrant:  and 
Heartfree  was  accordingly  apprehended  and  brought 
l?efore  him, 

9  WheiV 
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When  the  officers  came  for  this  poor  wretch,  they 
found  him  meanly  diverting  himfclf  with  his  little 
children,  the  younger  of  whom  fat  on  his  knees,  and 
the  elder  was  playing  at  a  little  diftance  from  him 
with  Friendly.  One  of  the  officers,  who  was  a  very 
good  fort  of  a  man,  but  one  very  laudably  fevere  in 
his  office,  after  acquainting  Heartfree  with  his  er- 
rand, bad  him  come  alon;^  and  be  d — d,  and  leave 
thofe  little  baftards  j  for  fo,  he  faid,  he  fuppofed 
they  were,  for  a  legacy  to  tiie  pariffi.  Heartfree  was 
much  furprized  at  hearing  there  was  a  warrant  for 
felony  againft  him  ;  bu:  !ie  ffiewed  lefs  concern  than 
Friendly  did  in  his  countenance.  The  elder  daugh- 
ter, when  fhe  faw  the  officer  lay  hold  on  her  father, 
jmimediateiy  quitted  lier  play,  and,  running  to  him, 
and  burlling  into  tears,  cried  out :  You  fhall  not  hurt 
poor  Papa.  One  of  the  other  ruffians  offirred  to 
take  the  little  one  rudely  from  his  knees;  but 
Heartfree  ftarted  up,  and,  catching  the  fellow  by 
the  collar,  dafhed  his  head  fo  violently  againft:  the 
wall,  that,  had  he  had  any  brains,  he  might  poffibly 
have  loft  them  by  the  blow. 

The  officer,  like  moft  of  thofe  heroic  fpirits  who 
infult  men  in  adverlity,  had  fome  prudence  mixt 
with  his  zeal  for  juftice.  Seeing,  therefore,  this 
rough  treatment  of  his  companion,  he  began  to  pur- 
fue  more  gentle  methods,  and  very  civilly  defired 
Mr.  Heartfree  to  go  with  him,  feeing  he  was  an  of- 
ficer, and  obliged  to  execute  his  warrant ;  that  he 
was  forry  for  his  misfortune,  and  hoped  he  would  be 
acquitted.  The  other  anfv/ered.  He  fhould  patiently 
fubmit  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  would  attend 
him  whither  he  was  ordered  to  condufb  him  j  then, 
taking  leave  of  his  children  with  a  tender  kifs,  he 
recommended  them  to  the  care  of  Friendly ;  who 
promifed  to  fee  them  fafe  home,  and  then  to  attend 
him  at  the  juftice's,  whofe  name  and  abode  he  had 
learnt  of  the  conftable. 

Friendly 
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FriEinDly  arrived  at  the  magi  ft  rate's  houfc  juft: 
a^s  that  o-entleman  had  fis2;ncd  the  Mittimus  a2;ain(l 
liis  friend;  for  the  evidence  of  Fireblood  was  fo 
clear  and  ftrong,  and  the  juftice  was  fo  incenfcd 
ao-ainft  Heartfrec,  and  fo  convinced  of  his  2:uilr, 
that  he  would  hardly  hear  him  fpcak  in  his  own  de- 
fence, which  the  reader  perhaps,  when  he  hears  the 
evidence  againft  him,  will  be  lefs  inclined  to  cen- 
fure  :  For  this  witnefs  depofed,  ^'  That  he  had  been, 
**  by  Heartfree  himfelf,  employed  to  carry  the  or- 
**  ders  of  embezzding  to  Wild,  in  order  to  be  deli- 
"^  vered  to  his  wife;  that  he  had  been  afcerv/ards 
'^'prefent  with  Wild  and  her  at  the  inn,  when  they 
*^  took  coach  for  Harwich,  where  fiie  Ihewcd  him 
*'  the  cafls:et  of  jewels,  and  defired  him  to  tell  her 
"  hufband,  that  (he  had  fully  executed  his  cbm- 
*'  mand  ;  and  this  he  fwore  to  have  been  done  after 
*^  Hearcfree  had  notice  of  the  commiflion,  and  in 
*^  order  to  bring  it  within  that  time,  Fireblood,  as 
*'  well  as  Wild,  fwore  that  Mrs.  Heartfree  lay  feve- 
''  ral  days  concealed  at  Wild's  houfe  before  her  de- 
"  parture  for  Holland." 

When  Friendly  found  the  juflice  obdurate,  and 
that  all  he  could  fay  had  no  efFeft,  nor  was  it  any 
way  poflible  for  Heartfree  to  efcape  being  commit- 
ted to  NevVgate,  he  refolved  to  accompany  him 
thither:  Where,  when  tliey  arrived,  the  turnkey 
would  have  confined  Heartfree  (he  having  no 
money)  amongft  the  common  felons  ;  but  Friendly 
would  not  permit  it,  and  advanced  every  fl^illing  he 
had  in  his  pocket,  to  procure  a  room  in  the  Prefs- 
Yard  for  his  friend,  which  indeed,  through  the  hu- 
manity of  the  keeper,  he  did  at  a  cheap  rate. 

They  fpent  that  day  together,  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, the  prifoner  difmilled  his  friend,  defiring  him, 
after  many  thanks  for  his  fidelicy,  to  be  comforred  on 
his  account.  "  I  know  not,"  fays  he,  "  how  far  the 
*'  malice  of  my  enemy  may  prevail ;  but  vvhatever  my 
*^  fufferings  are,  I  am  convuiced  my  innocence  will 

Vol.  IV.  R  "  fome- 
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«^  fomewhere  be  rewarded.  If,  therefore,  any  fatal 
<«  accident  fhould  happen  to  me  (for  he  who  is  in 
«'  the  hands  of  perjury,  may  apprehend  the  wor(l)„ 
<'  mv  dear  Friendly,  be  a  father  to  my  poor  chil- 
"  dren  j"  at  which  words  the  tears  giifhed  from  his 
eves.  The  other  begged  him  not  to  admit  any  facb 
apprehenfionsj  for  that  he  would  employ  his  utmoft 
diligence  in  his  fervice,,  and  doubted  not  but  to  fub- 
vert  any  villanous  defign  laid  for  his  deftru^lion,  and 
to  make  his  innocence  appear  to  the  world  as  whit$ 
as  it  was  in  his  own  opinion^ 

We  cannot  help  mentioning  a-  circumftance  here^ 
though  we  doubt  it  will  appear  very  unnatural  and 
incredible  to  o'jr  reader}  which  is,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  former  eharacler  and  behaviour  of 
Heartfree,  this  ftory  of  his  embezzling  was  fo  {slv 
from  furprizing  his  neighbours,  that  many  of  thcRa- 
declared  they  expected  no  better  from  him.  Som.e 
were  allured  he  could  pay  forty  fiiillings  in  the  pound,. 
if  he  would.  Others  had  overheard  hints  formerly 
pafs  between  him  and  Mrs.  Heartfree,.  which  had 
given  them  fufpicions.  And,  what  is  mod  aftonifh- 
ing  of  all  is,  that  many  of  thofe  who  had  before  cen- 
fured  him  for  an  extravagant  heedlefs  fool,  now  no 
lefs  confidently  abufed  him  for  a  cunning,  trickingy 
avaricious  knave, 

c  H  A  p;   xirr. 

Sofyiethbig  co'ncerning  Fireblood,  'ujhich  will  furprizev 
and  jomewhat  touching  one  of  the  Mifs  Snaps,  which 
will  greatly  concern  the  reader, 

TTOWEVER,  notwithftanding-  all  thefe  cen- 
1^  J_  fures  abroad,  and  in  defpight  of  all  his  mif- 
fortunes  at  home,  Heartfree  in  Newgate  enjoyed  » 
quiet,  undifturbed  repofe;  while  our  hero,  nobly 
difdaining  reft,  lay  fleeplefs  all  night  j  partly  from 
the  apprehenfions  of  Mis,  Keartfree's  return  before 
sS  he 
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he  had  executed  his  fcheme  :  and  partly  from  a  fuf- 
picion  left  Fireblood  fhould  betray  him ;   of  whofe 
infidelity  he  had,    neverthelers,    no  other  caufe   to 
maintain  any  fear,   but  from  his  knov/ing  him  to  be 
an  accompliflied  rafcal,  as  the  vulgar  term  it,  a  com- 
plete Great  Mam  in   our  language.     And  indeed, 
to  confefs  the  truth,  thefe  doubts  were  not  without 
fom.e  foundation  ;    for  the  very  fame  thought  unluc- 
kily entered  the  head  of  that  noble  youth,  who  con- 
fidercd,  wherlier  he  might,,  not  poiTibly  fell  himfelf 
for  Tome  advantage  to  the  other  fide,   as  he  had  yet 
no  promife  froni  Wild  j   but  this  was,   by  the  faga- 
city  of  the  latter,   prevented  in   the  morning  with  a 
profufion  of  promifes,  which  Hiewed    him  to  be  of 
the  moft  generous  temper  in  the  world,  y/;th  which 
Fireblood  was  extremely  well  fatisfied  ;     and  made 
life  of  fo  many  proteftations  of  his  faithfulnefs,  that 
he  convinced  Wild  of  the  injuftice  of  his  fufpicions. 
At  this  time  an  accident  happened,  which,  though 
it  did  not  imm.ediately  affect  our  hero,   we  cannot 
avoid  relating,  as  it  occafioned  great  confufion  in  his 
family,  as  well  as  in  tht  fam.ily  of  Snap.    It  is  indeed 
a  calamity  liighly  to  be  lamented,  when  it  ftains  un- 
tainted blood,  and  happens  to  an  honourable  houfe. 
An  injury  never  to  be  repaired.     A  blot  never  to 
be  wiped  out.    A  fore  never  to  be  healed.    To  detain 
my  reader  no  longer:   Mifs  Theodofia  Snap  was  now 
fafely  delivered  of  a  male  infant,  the  product  of  an 
amour  v/hich  that  beautiful'  (O  that  I  could  fay,  vir- 
tuous) creature  had  with  the  Count. 

Mr.  Wild  and  his  lady  v/ere  at  breakfafr,  when 
Mr.  Snap,  with  all  the  agonies  of  defpair  both  in  his 
voice  and  countenance,  brought  them  this  melan- 
choly news.  Our  hero,  who  had  (as  we  have  faid) 
wonderful  fjood-nature  when  his  o-reatnefs  or  intereft 
was  not  concerned,  inftead  of  reviling  his  filler- m- 
law,  afked  with  a  fmile  :  '*  Who  was  the  father?" 
But  the  chaft-e  L^titia,  we  repeat  the  chafte,  for  well 
did  (he  now  dcferve  that  epithet  j  received  it  in  ano- 

*R  2  ther 
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ther  manner.      She  fell  into  the  utmoft  fury  at  the- 
relationy  reviled  her  fifter  in  the  bittereft  terms,  and 
vowed  ihe  would   never  fee  nor  fpeak  to  her  more» 
Then  burft  into  tears,  and  lamented  over  her  father, 
that  fuch  diflionour  lliould  ever  happen  to  him  and 
herfelf.     At  length  flie  fell  feverely  on  her  hufband, 
for  the  light  treatm.ent  which  he  gave  this  fatal  ac- 
cident.    She  told  him,   He  was  unworthy  of  the  ho- 
nour he  enjoyed,   of  marrying  into  a  chafte  family. 
That  flie  looked  on  it  as  an  affront  to  her  virtue. 
That  if  he  had  married  one  of  the  naughty  hufiies  of 
the  town,  he  could  have  behaved  to  her  in  no  other 
mar.ner.      She  concluded  with  defiring  her  father  to 
make  an  example  of  the  flut,  and  to  turn  her  out  of 
doors  ;   for  that  fhe  v;ould  not  otherwife  enter  his 
houfe,  being  refolved   never  to  fet  her  foot  within 
the  fame  threfnold  with  the  trollop,  whom  fhe  de- 
teded  lo  much  the  m.ore,  becaufe  (which  v/as  perhaps 
true)  flie  v»/as  her  own  fifter. 

So  violent,  and  indeed  fo  outrageous  was  this  chafte 
lady's  love  of  virtue,  that  Cnt  could  not  forgive  a 
Tingle  flip  (indeed  the  only  one  Theodofia  had  ever 
made)  m  her  own  fifler,  in  a  fifter  who  loved  her,, 
and  to  v;hom  ihe  owed  a  thoufand  obligations. 

Perhaps  the  feverity  of  Mr.  Snap,  who  greatly 
felt  the  injury  done  to  the  honour  of  his  family,  would 
have  relented,  had  not  the  parifh-officers  been  ex- 
tremely prefling  on  this  occafion,  and  for  want  of  fe- 
curiry,  conveyed  the  unhappy  young  lady  to  a  place, 
the  name  of  which,  for  the  honour  of  the  Snaps,  tcv 
^hom  our  hero. was  fo  nearly  allied,  we  bury  in  eter- 
nal oblivion  j  v/hcre  llie  fuftered  fo  much  corre6liorj 
for  her  crime,  that  the  good-natured  reader  of  the 
male  kind  may  be  inclined  to  companionate  her,  at 
leaft  to  imagine  fhe  was  fufEciently  punifhed  for  a 
fault,  winch,  with  fubmiftion  to  the  chafte  L^titia, 
and  all  other  ftriclly  virtuous  ladies,  it  fliould  be 
cither  lefs  criminal  in  a  v.'oman  to  commit,  or  more 
fu  in  a  man  to  folicit  her  to  ic. 

But 
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But  to  return  to  our  hero,  who  was  a  living  and 
ilrong  inflance,  that  human  greatnefs  and  happinefs 
are  not  always  infcparable.  He  was  under  a  con- 
tinual alarm  of  frights,  and  fears,  and  jealoufies.  Ke 
thought  every  man  he  belield  wore  a  knife  for  his 
throat,  and  a  pair  of  fcifTars  for  his  purfe.  As  for  his 
own  gang  particularly,  he  was  thoroughly  convinced 
there  was  not  a  fingk  man  amongft  them,  who  would 
not,  for  the  value  of  five  fhiilings,  bring  him  to  the 
gallows.  Thefe  apprehcnfions  fo  conftantly  broke 
his  reft,  and  kept  him  fo  afTiduoufly  on  his  gtiard,  to 
fruflrate  and  circumvent  any  defigns  which  might  be 
forming  againft  him  ;  that  his  condition,  to  any  other 
than  the  glorious  eye  of  ambition,  might  feem  rather 
deplorable,  than  the  obje6l  of  envy  or  d-efire, 

C  H  A  P.    XIV. 

{ft  which  our  hero  makes  a  fpeech  ivell  worthy  to  he 
celebrated ;  and  the  behaviour  of  one  of  the  gang^  per- 
haps more  unnatural  than  any  ether  part  of  this 
hijlory. 

THERE  was  in  the  gang  a  man  named  Elue- 
fkin  j  one  of  thofe  merchants  who  trade  in  dead 
oxen,  flieep,  &c.  in  fliort^  what  the  vulgar  call  a 
Batcher.  This  gentleman  had  two  qualities  of  a  great 
man,  viz.  undaunted  courage,  and  an  abfolutc  con- 
tempt of  thofe  ridiculous  diltindions  of  Adeura  and 
Tuumj  which  would  caufe  cndlefs  difputes,  did  not 
the  law  happily  decide  them  by  converting  both 
into  Suum.  The  common  form  of  exchanging  pro- 
perty by  trade  feemed  to  him  too  tedious  j  he  there- 
fore relblved  to  quit  the  mercantile  profelfion,  and, 
falling  acquainted  vv'ith  fome  of  Mr.  Wiki's  people,  he 
provided  himfelf  with  arrps,  andenlifted  of  the  gang. 
In  v/hich  he  behaved  for  fome  time  with  great  de- 
cency and  order,  and  fubmitted  to  accept  fuch  lliare 
of  the  booty  v/ith  the  reft,  as  owr  hero  allotted  him, 

R-  3  By? 
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But  this  fiibferviency  agreed  ill  with  his  temper  j 
for  we  fliould  have  before  remembered  a  third  heroic 
quality,  namely,  ambition,  which  was  no  inconfider-s 
£.blc  part  of  his  compoficion.  One  day,  therefore, 
having  robbed  a  gentleman  at  Windlbr  of  a  gold 
watch  j  which,  on  its  being  adv^ertifed  in  the  news- 
papers, with  a  confiderable  reward,  was  demanded 
of  him  by  Wild,  he  peremptorily  refufed  to  deliver 
it. 

*'  How,  Mr.  Bluefldn  1"  fays  W'ild,  <'  you  will  not 
"  deliver  the  watch  ?"  «  No,  Mr.  Wild,"  anfwer- 
ed  he  J  *'  I  have  taken  it,  and  will  keep  itj  or,  if  I 
**  difpofe  of  it,  i  will  difpofe  of  it  myielf,  and  keep 
"  the  mioney  for  which  I  fell  it."  "  Sure,"  replied 
W^ild,  "  you  have  not  the  affurance  to  pretend  you 
'^  have  any  property  or  right  in  this  v/atch  ?"  *'  I 
*'  am  certain/'  returned  Blueflcin,  "  whether  I  have 
"  any  rig'u  in  it  or  no,  you  can  prove  none."  "  I 
''  v/ill  undertake,"  cries  the  other,  "  to  Ihew  I  have 
**  an  abfolute  right  to  ir,  and  that  by  the  laws  of 
*'  our  gang,  of  which  I  am  providentially  at  the 
**  head."  "  I  know  not  who  put  you  at  the  head  of 
**  it,"  cries  Bluelkin ;  "  but  thofe  who  did,  cer- 
**  tainly  did  it  for  their  own  good,  that  you  might 
*'  condudl  them  the  better  in  their  robberies,  inform 
"  them  of  the  richeit  booties,  prevent  furprizes, 
*'  pack  juries,  bribe  evidence,  and  fo  contribute  to 
*'  their  benefit  and  fafety  j  and  not  to  convert  all 
*'  their  labour  and  hazard  to  your  own  benefit  and 
*'  advanta2;e."  "  You  are  greatly  miftaken.  Sir," 
anfwered  Wild;  "you  are  talking  of  a  legal  fociety, 
"  Vvhere  the  chief  magiftrate  is  always  chofcn  for  the 
*'  public  good,  v/hich,  as  w^e  fee  in  all  the  legal 
*'  fociecies  of  the  world,  he  conftantly  confults,  daily 
"  contributing,  by  his  fuperior  fkilj,  to  their  pro- 
<<  fpericy,  and  not  facrificing  their  good  to  his  own 
f^  wealth,  or  pleafure,  or  humour:  But  in  an  ille- 
'*  gal  fociety  or  gang,  as  this  of  ours,  it  is  other-f 
<^  wifci  for  who  would  be  at  the  head  of  a  gang, 
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**  unlefs  for  his  own  interefl:  ?    And  without  a  head, 
■**  you  know  you   cannot  lubfirt".       Nothing  but  a 
*'  head,  and  obedience  to  that  head,  can  prcfcrve  a 
*'  g'ing  a  moment  from  deftriiftioru    It  is  abfolutcly 
'^  better  for  you  to  content  yourfelves  with  a  mode- 
"  rate  reward,  and  enjoy  that  in  fatety  at  thedifpofal 
*^  of  your  chief,  than  to  engrofs  the  whole  with  the 
**  hazard  to  v;hich  you  will   be  liable  without  his 
*^  proted:ion.   And  furely,  th^re  is  none  in  the  whole 
*f  gang,  who  has  lefs  reafon  to  complain  than  you^ 
**  you  have  taftcd  of  my  favours  ;  witnels  that  piece 
"  of  ribbon  you  wear  in  your  hat,  with  which  I  dub- 
'*  bed  you  captain. — Therefore  pray,   capta,in,  deli- 
**  ver  the  watch." — "  D — n  your  cajoling,"   fays 
Bluefkin  :  **  Do  you  think  I  value  myielf  on  this  bit 
**  of  ribbon,  which  I  could  have  bought  myfelf  for 
**  fixpence,  an-d  have  worn  without  your  leave?  Do 
*'  you  imagine   i   think   myfelf  a  captain,    becaufe 
^*  you  whom  I  know  not  empowered  to  make  one, 
*'  call  me  fo  ?   The  name  of  captain  is  but  a  fhadow.: 
**  The  men  and  the  falary  are  the  fubftance :  And  1 
"  am  not  to    be  bubbled  with  a  Oiadov/.      I  will 
**  be  called  captaim  no  longer,   and  he  who  flatters 
*'  me  by  that  name,  I  (hall  think  affronts  me,   and 
^'  I  will  knock  him  down,  i  aiTure  you." — "  Did 
^'  ever  man  talk  founreafonably?"  cries  Wild.  ''Are 
you  not  refpccted  as  a  captain  by  the  whole  gang 
iince  my  dubbing  you  fo  ?    But  it  is  the  fnadow 
only,   it  feems  j  and  you  will  knock  a  man  down 
for  affronting  you,  who  calls  you  captain  !   Might 
*'  not  a  man  as  reafonably  tell  a  minifrer  of  flare: 
"  6'/r,  you  have  given  me  the  Jhadow  only.    "J he  ribbon 
*'  or  the  bawble,  that  you  gave  me,    implies  that  I  have 
**  either  fignalized  myfelf,  by  fome  great  aclion,  for  the 
"  benefit  and  glory  of  my  country  \    or  at  leafl  that  I 
"  am  defcended  from  thofe  who  have  done  fo.     I  knovj 
*'  myfelf  to  be  a  fcoundrel^  and  fo  have  been  tbofe  ferj 
"  anceflcrs   I  can   remember,    or   have  ever  heard  of. 
ff"  'I her ef  ore  I  am  refolved  to  knock  the  fir fl  man  down, 
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'Ujho  calls  ine^  Sir,  cr  Right  Honour^Jjls.  But  all  grest 
and  v/ife  men  think  themfclves  fufficiently  repaid 
b)'^  what  procures  them  honour  and  precedence  in 
the  gang,  without  enquiring  into  fubflance  ;  nay, 
if  a  tiile,  or  a  feather,  be  equal  to  this  pnrpofe,  they 
*'  are  fubftance,  and  not  mere  Diadovvs.  But  I  havfc 
"  not  time  to  argue  v/ith  you  at  prefent,  ib  give  me 
*^  the  watch  without  any  more  deliberation."  '^  I  am 
*^  no  more  a  friend  to  deliberation  than  yourfelf,'' 
anfwered  Bluefi<.in,  "  and  fo  I  tell  you  once  for  all, 
"  by  G —  I  never  will  give  you  the  watch,  no,  nor 
**  will  I  ever  hereafter  furrender  any  part  of  my 
*'  booty.  I  v;ron  it,  and  I  will  wear  it.  Take  your 
'^  pillols  yourfelf,  and  go  out  on  the  highway,  and 
*^  don't  lazily  think  to  fatten  yourfelf  with  the  dan- 
"  gcrs  and  pains  of  other  people."  At  which  words 
he  departed  in  a  fierce  mood,  and  repaired  to  the 
tavern  ufed  by  the  gang,  where  he  had  appointed  to 
ineet  fome  of  his  acquaintance,  whom  he  informed 
of  what  had  pafied  between  him  and  Wild,  and  ad- 
vifed  them  all  to  follow  his  example;  which  they  all 
readily  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Wild's  D — tion  was  the 
univerfal  toaft  j  in  drinking  bumpers  to  which  they 
had  finifiied  a  large  bowl  of  punch,  when  a  confta- 
blc,  with  a  numerous  attendance,  and  Wild  at  their 
head,  entered  the  room,  and  feized  on  Blueflcin, 
whom  his  companions,  when  they  faw  our  hero,  did 
not  dare  attempt  to  refcue.  The  watch  was  found 
upon  him,  v/hich,  together  with  Wild's  informa- 
tion, v/as  more  than  fufncient  to  commit  him  to 
Newgate. 

In  the  evening.  Wild  and  the  reft  of  thofe  who 
had  been  drinking  with  Bluefkin,  met  at  the  tavern, 
where  nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  the  profoundeft 
fubmiffion  to  their  leader.  They  vilified  and  abufed 
Bluefkin  as  much  as  they  had  before  abufed  our 
herOj  and  now  repeated  the  fame  toall,  only  chang-. 
ing  the  name  of  Wild  into  that  of  Blueikin.  AH 
agreeing  with  Wildj    that  the  vyatch  found  in  his 
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pocket,  and  which  miifl:  be  a  fac;il  evidence  againft 
him,  was  a  jull  judgment  on  his  diibbedienco  and 
revolt. 

Thus  did  this  Great  Man,  by  a  refoliite  and  ti;ne- 
]y  example  (for  he  went  dircdly  to  the  jultice  when 
Bluefkin  left  him),"  quell  one  of  the  moll  dangerous 
confpiracics  which  could  pofTibly  arife  in  a  gang  ;  and 
•which,  had  it  been  permitted  one  day's  growth,  would 
inevitably  have  ended  in  his  deflru6lion  ;  fo  much 
doth  it  behove  all  great  m.en  to  be  eternally  on  their 
guard,  and  expeditious  in  the  execution  of  their  pur-r 
pofes;  v/hile  none  but  th.e  weak  and  honeft  can  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  rcmilTnefs  or  repofe. 

The  Achates,  Fireblood,  had  been  prefent  at  both 
thefe  meetings  i  but  though  he  had  a  little  too  haflily 
concurred  in  curfing  his  friend,  and  in  vowing  his 
perdition  ;  yet  now  he  faw  all  that  fcheme  difPolved, 
he  returned  to  his  integrity  j  of  which  he  gave  an 
incontefbable  proof,  by  informing  Wild  of  the  mea- 
furcs  which  had  been  concerted  againft  him.  In 
which,  he  faid,  he  had  pretended  to  acquicfce,  in 
order  the  better  to  betray  them  ;  but  this,  as  he  after- 
wards confeficd  on  his  deathbed,  at  Tyburn,  was 
only  a  copy  of  his  countenance  :  For  that  he  was,  at 
that  tiaie,  as  fincere  and  hearty  in  his  oppofition  to 
Wild  as  any  of  his  companions. 

Our  hero  received  Fireblood's  information  with  a 
x'ery  placid  countenance.  He  faid.  As  the  gang  had 
feen  their  errors,  and  repented,  nothing  was  more 
noble  than  forgivenefs.  But  though  he  was  pleafed 
m.odeftly  to  afcribe  this  to  his  lenity,  it  really  arofe 
from  much  more  noble  and  political  principles.  He 
confidered  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  attempt  the 
puniihment  of  fo  many;  befides,  he  flattered  him- 
felf  that  fear  would  keep  them  in  order;  and  in- 
deed Fireblood  had  told  him  nothing  more  than  he 
knew  before,  viz.  that  they  were  ail  complete  Prigs, 
whom  he  was  to  govern  by  their  fears,  and  in  whom 
he  was  to  place  no  more  confidence  than  was  necef- 
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^ary,  and  to  watch  them  with  the  utmofl  caution  and 
circumfpeftion  ;  for  a  rogue,  he  wifely  faid,  like 
gunpowder,  mud  be  ufed  with  caution  j  fince  both 
are  altogether  as  liable  to  blow  up  the  party  himfelf 
Vvho  ufes  them,  as  to  execute  his  mifchievous  pur- 
pole  againft  fome  other  perfon  or  animal. 

We  will  now  repair  to  Newgate,  it  being  the  place 
where  moft  of  the  great  men  of  this  hiftory  are 
haftening  as  fad  as  poffible  j  and  to  confefs  the  truth, 
it  is  a  caftle  very  far  from  being  an  improper,  or 
mifbecoming  habitation  for  any  great  man  whatever. 
And  as  this  Ibene  will  continue  during  the  refidue  of 
our  hiftory,  we  fhall  open  it  with  a  nev/  book;  and 
fTiall,  therefore,  take  this  opportunity  of  clofmg  our 
fihird. 
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CHAP.     I. 

A  fcntiment  ef  the  ordinary* s,  worthy  to  be  written  in 
letters  of  gold ;  a  very  extraordinary  injiance  of  folly 
in  Friendly  ^  and  a  dreadful  accident  which  befel  our 
hero* 

EARTFREE  had  not  been  long  in  New- 
gate before  his  frequent  converfation  with 
his  children,  and  other  inftances  of  a  good 
heart,  which  betrayed  themfelvcs  in  his  adlions  and 
converfation,  created  an  opinion  in  all  about  him 
that  he  was  one  of  the  fillieft  fellows  in  the  univerfe. 
The  ordinary  hinnfelf,  a  very  fagacious  as  well  as 
very  worthy  perfon,  declared  that  he  was  a  curfed 
rogue,  but  no  conjurer. 

What 


252  The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD. 

What  indeed  might  induce  the  former,  /.  e,  the 
roguifh  part  of  this  opinion  in  the  ordinary  was  a 
wicked  fentiment  which  Heartfree  one  day  difclofed 
in  converfation,  and  which  we,  who  are  truly  or- 
thodox, will  not  pretend  to  juirify,  l"}: at  he  believed 
a  ftncerc  Twrk  ivoitld  he  faved.  To  this  the  good 
man,  with  becoming  zeal  and  indignation,  anfwered, 
I  know  not  what  may  become  of  a  fine  ere  Turk,  but  if 
this  be  your  perfucfion^  I  p'cncunce  it  iiijpojjible  ycu 
fhould  be  faved.  No,  Sir,  Jo  far  from  afiticere  Turk'j 
being  ijuithin  the  pale  of  fahation,  neither  zdll  any  fin- 
cere  Prefbyterian,  Anabaptift,  ncr  Quaker  ivhateuer, 
he  faved. 

But  neither  did  the  one  or  the  other  part  of  this 
charafter  prevail  on  Friendly  to  abandon  his  old  ma- 
fler.  He  fpent  his  whole  time  with  him,  except 
only  thofe  hours  when  he  was  abfent  for  his  fake,  in 
procuring  evidence  for  him  agairift  his  trial,  which 
was  now  fhortly  to  come  on.  Indeed  this  young 
man  was  the  only  comfort,  befides  a  clear  confci- 
ence,  and  the  hopes  beyond  the  grave,  which  this 
poor  wretch  had  j  for  the  fight  of  his  children  was 
like  one  of  thofe  alluring  pleafures  which  men  in 
fome  difeafes  indulge  themfelves  often  fatally  in, 
which  at  once  flatter  and  heighten  their  malady. 

Friendly  being  one  day  prefent  v/hile  Heartfree 
was,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  embracing  his  eldeft 
daughter,  and  lamenting  the  hard  fate  to  which  he 
feared  he  fnould  be  obliged  to  leave  her,  fpoke  to 
him  thus  :  "  I  have  long  obfervcd  with  admiration 
"  the  magnanimity  with  which  you  go  through  your 
"  own  misfortunes,  and  the  fteady  countenance 
"  with  which  you  look  on  death.-  I  have  obferved 
<'  that  all  your  agonies  arife  from  the  thoughts  of 
<«  parting  with  your  children,  and  of  leaving  them 
«'  in  a  difirelfed  condition  j  now,  though  I  hope  all 
"  your  fears  will  prove  ill-grounded,  yet,  that  I  may 
*f  relieve  you  as  much  as  pofTible  from  them,  be 
«'  aiTured,  that  as  nothing  can  give  me  m.ore  real 

^'  mifervj 
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'^  mifcry,  than  to  obferve  fo  tender  and  loving  a 
''  concern  in  a  mader,  to  whole  goodnefs  I  owe  lb 
"  many  obligations,  and  whom  I  lb  fincerely  love, 
'^  fo  nothing  can  afford  me  equal  pleafure  with  my 
*'  contributing  to  leiTen  or  to  remove  it.     Be  con- 
*'  vinced,  therefore,  if  you  can  place  any  confidence 
**  in  my  promife,  that  I  will  employ  my  little  for- 
"  tune,  which  you  knov/  to  be  not  entirely  inconii- 
*'  derable,  in  the  fupport  of  this  your  little  family. 
"  Should  any  misfortune,  which  I  pray  heaven  avert, 
'^  happen  to  you   before  you  have  better  provided 
**  for  thefe  little  ones,  I  vv'ili  be  myfelf  their  father, 
"  nor  fliall  either  of  them  ever  know  diftrefs,  if  it 
"  be  any  way  in  my  power  to  prevent  it.     Your 
**  younger  daughter  I  v/i!j  provide  for,  and  as  for 
*f  my  little  prattler,  your  elder,  as  I  never  yet  thought 
*^  of  any  woman  for  a  v/ife,  I  will  receive  !ier  as  fuch 
"  at  your  hands  ;  nor  will  1  ever  relinquifh  her  for 
**  another."     Heartfree  Piew  to  his  friend,  and  em- 
braced him  with  raptures  of  acknowledgment.     He 
vowed    to    him,    that   he  had  eafed  every  anxious 
thought  of  his  mind  but  one,  and  that  he  muft  carry 
with  him  out  of  the  world.     "  O  Friendly  !"  cried 
he,    "  it  is  my  concern  for  that  befl:  of  women, 
"  whom  I  hate  nnyfclf  for  iiaving  ever  cenfurcd  in 
"  my  opinion.     O  Friendly  1  thou  didft  know  her 
*'  goodnefs ;  yet,  fure,  her  perfect  charafter  none  bus 
<'  mylclf  was  ever  acquainted  with..    She  had  every 
"  perfe6lion  both  of  mind  and  body,'  which  heaven 
*'  hath  indulged  to  her  whole  fex,  and  polieffed  all 
'^  in  a  higher  excellence  than  nature  ever  indulged 
"  to  another  in  any  fmgle  virtue.     Can  I  bear  the 
**  lofs  of  fuch  a  woman  ?  Can  I  bear  the  apprehen- 
**  fions  of  what  mifchieis  that  villain  may  have  done 
**  to  her,  of  which  death  is  perhaps  the  lighted  r" 
Friendly   gently  interrupted  him  as  foon  as  he  favv 
any  opportunity,  endeavouring  to  comfort  him  on 
this  head  likewife,    by  magnifying  every  circum- 
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ilance  which  could  poffibly  afford  any  hopes  of  his 
feeing  her  again. 

By  this  kind  of  behaviour,  in  which  the  young 
man  exemplified  fo  unconnmon  an  height  of  friend- 
lliip,  he  had  foon  obtained  in  the  caftle  the  charadler 
of  as  odd  and  filly  a  fellow  as  his  mafter.  Indeed, 
they  were  both  the  bywordj  laughingfi:ock,  and 
contempt  of  the  whole  place. 

The  fertlons  now  came  on  at  the  Old  Bailey.  The 
grand  jury  at  Hicks's-hall  had  found  the  bill  of  in- 
dictment againfl:  Heartfree,  and  on  the  fecond  day  of 
the  fefTion  he  was  brought  to  his  trial,  where,  not- 
wichftanding  the  iitmoft  efforts  of  Friendly,  and  of 
the  honeil"  old  female  fervant,  the  circumilances  of 
the  faft  corroborating  the  evidence  of  Fireblood,  as 
well  as  that  of  Wild,  who  counterfeited  the  mod 
artful  relu6lance  at  appearing  againfl  his  old  friend 
Hcartfree,  the  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty. 

Wild  had  now  accompliflied  his  fcheme  3  for  as 
to  what  remained,  it  was  certainly  unavoidable,  fee- 
ing that  Hcartfree  was  entirely  void  of  intereft  with 
the  great,  and  v/as  befides  convided  on  a  ftatute, 
the  infringers  of  which  could  hope  no  pardon. 

The  cataftrophe,  to  which  our  hero  had  reduced 
this  wretch,  was  fo  wonderful  an  effort  of  greac- 
nefs,  that  it  probably  made  fortune  envious  of  her 
own  darling  j  but  whether  it  was  fronn  this  envy, 
or  only  from  that  known  inconflancy  and  weaknefs 
fo  often  and  judicioufiy  remarked  in  that  lady's 
temper,  who  frequently  lifcs  men  to  the  fummic  of 
human  greatnefs,  only 

ut  lapfu  graviore  rtiant  % 

certain  it  is,  (he  now  began  to  meditate  mifchicf 
againil  Wild,  who  feems  to  have  come  to  that  pe- 
riod, at  which  all  heroes  have  arrived,  and  which 
ilie  was  refolved  they  never  fhould  tranfcend.  In 
fhort,  there  feems  to  be  a  certain  meafure  of  mif- 
chicf and  iniquity,  which  every  great  man  is  to  fill 

up. 
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up,  and  then  fortune  looks  on  him  of  no  more  ufe 
than  a  filkworm,  whofe  bottom  is  fpun,  and  deferta 
him,  Mr.  Bluefkin  was  convided  the  fame  day  of 
robbery,  by  our  hero,  an  unkindnefs,  which  though 
he  had  drawn  on  himfelf,  and  necelTitated  him  to, 
he  took  greatly  amifs ;  as  Wild  therefore  was  (land- 
ing near  him,  with  that  difrcgard  and  indifference 
which  great  men  are  too  carelefsly  inclined  to  have 
for  thofe  whom  they  have  ruined  j  Bluefkin  privily 
drawing  a  knife,  thruft  the  fime  into  the  body  of 
our  hero  with  fuch  violence,  that  all  who  law  it 
concluded  he  had  done  his  bufinefs.  And  indeed, 
had  not  fortune,  not  fo  much  out  of  love  to  our 
hero,  as  from  a  fixed  refolution  to  accomplifh  a  cer- 
tain purpofe,  of  which  we  have  formerly  given  a 
hint,  carefully  placed  his  guts  out  of  the  way,  he 
mufl:  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  wrath  of  his  ene- 
my,  which,  as  he  afterwards  faid,  he  did  not  de- 
fervej  for  had  he  been  contented  to  have  robbed 
and  only  fubmittcd  to  give  him  the  booty,  he  mighc 
have  ftill  continued  fafe  and  unimpeached  in  the 
gangs  but  fo  it  was,  that  the  knife  mining  thofe 
noble  parts  (tht  nobleft  of  many)  the  guts,  perfo- 
rated only  the  hollow  of  his  belly,  and  caufed  no 
other  harm  than  an  immoderate  effufion  of  blood, 
of  which,  though  it  at  prefent  weakened  him,  he 
foon  after  recovered. 

This  accident,  however,  was  in  the  end  attended 
with  worfe  confequences  :  for,  as  very  few  people 
(thofe  greateft  of  all  men,  abfolute  princes  excepted), 
attempt  to  cut  the  thread  of  human  life,  like  the  fa- 
tal filters,  merely  out  of  wantonnefs  and  for  their 
diverfion,  but  rather  by  fo  doing,  propofe  to  them- 
felves  the  acquifition  of  fome  iuture  good,  or  the 
avenging  fome  pad  evil ;  and  as  the  former  of  thefe 
motives  did  not  appear  probable,  it  put  inquifitive 
perfons  on  examining  into  the  latter.  Now,  as  the 
vaft  fchemes  of  Wild,  when  they  were  difcovered, 
however  great  in  their  nature,  leemed  to  fome  per- 
fons- 
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fons  like  the  projects  of  moft  other  fuch  perfons,  ra- 
ther to  be  calculated  for  the  glory  of  the  great  man 
himfcif,  tlian  to  redound  to  the  general  good  of  Ib- 
ciery;  defigns  began  to  be  laid  by  feveral  of  thofe 
who  thought  it  piincipally  their  duty,  to  put  a  (top 
to  the  future  progrefs  of  our  hero  j  and  a  learned 
judge  particularly,  a  great  enemy  to  this  kind  of 
greatnefs,  procured  a  claufe  in  an  aft  of  parliamcnc 
as  a  trap  for  Wild,  which  he  foon  after  fell  into.  By 
this  law  it  was  made  capital  in  a  Prig  to  fteal  with 
the  hands  of  other  people.  A  law  fo  plainly  calcu- 
lated for  the  deftruftion  of  all  priggilh  greatnefs, 
that  it  was  indeed  impofilble  for  our  hero  to  avoid 


It. 
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AJl^ort  hint  concerning  -pcpular  ingratitude.  Mr.  Wlld'j' 
arrival  in  the  cajtle^  with  otkcr^  occurrences^  to  be 
found  in  no  other  hijlcry. 

F  we  had  any  leifure,  vre  would  here  digrefs  a 
^  little  on  that  ingratitude,  which  fo  many  writers 
have  obferved  to  fpring  up  in  the  people  in  all  free 
governmxnts  towards  their  great  men  ;  who,  while 
they  have  been  confulting  the  good  of  the  public, 
by  raifing  their  own  greatnefs,  in  which  the  whole 
body  (as  the  kingdom  of  France  thinks  itfelf  in  the 
glory  of  their  grand  monarch)  was  lb  deeply  con- 
cerned, have  been  fometimes  facrificed  by  thofe  very 
people  for  v^hofe  glory  the  faid  great  m.en  were  lo 
induilrioufly  at  work  :  and  this  from  a  foolifh  zeal 
-''for  a  certain  ridiculous  imaginary  thing  called  Li- 
berty, to  Vv/hich  great  men  are  obferved  to  have  a 
great  animofity. 

This  lav^  had  been  promulgated  a  very  little  time 
when  Mr.  Wild,  having  received  from  fome  dutiful 
members  of  the  gang,  a  valuable  piece  of  goods, 
did,  for  a  confideration  fomewhat  Ihort  of  its  origi- 
nal price,  reconvey  it  to  their  right  owner  j  for  which 

fact 
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fa6t  being  ungratefully  informed  againfl:  by  the  faid 
owner,  he  was  furprized  in  his  own  houfe,  and  being 
overpowered  by  numbers,  was  hiirried  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  and  by  him  committed  to  that  cafde,  which, 
fuirable  as  it  is  to  greatnefs,  wc  do  not  chufe  to  name 
too  often  in  our  hiftory,  and  where  many  great  men, 
at  this  time,  happened  to  be  affembled. 

The  governor,  or,  as  the  law  more  honourably 
calls  him,  keeper  of  this  calUe,  was  Mr.  Wild's  old. 
friend  and  acquaintance.  This  made  the  latter  greatly 
latisfied  with  the  place  of  his  confinement,  as  he 
promifed  himfclf  not  only  a  kind  reception  and  hand- 
fome  accommodation  there,  but  even  to  obtain  his 
liberty  from  him,  if  he  thought  it  necelTary  to  defire 
it  :  but,  alas  !  he  was  deceived,  his  old  friend  knew 
him  no  longer,  and  refufed  to  fee  him,  and  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor infifted  on  as  high  garnifn  for  fet- 
ters, and  as  exorbitant  a  price  for  lodging,  as  if  he 
had  had  a  fine  gentleman  in  cuftody  for  murder,  or 
any  other  genteel  crime. 

To  confcfs  a  melancholy  truth,  it  is  a  circumfbance 
much  to  be  lamented,  that  there  is  no  abfolute  de- 
pendance  on  the  friendfnip  of  great  men.  An  ob- 
fervation  which  hath  been  frequently  made  by  thofe 
who  have  lived  in  courts,  or  in  Newgate,  or  in  any 
other  place  fet  apart  for  the  habitation  of  fuch  per- 
fons. 

The  fecond  day  of  his  confinement  he  was  greatly 
furprized  at  receiving  a  vifit  from  his  wife)  anci  much 
more  fo,  when,  inftead  of  a  countenance  ready  to  in- 
fult  him,  the  only  motive  to  which  he  could  afcribe 
her  prefence,  he  faw  the  tears  trickling  down  her 
lovely  cheeks.  He  embraced  her  with  the  utmofl 
marks  of  affedtion,  and  declared  he  could  hardly  re- 
gret his  confinement,  fince  it  had  produced  fuch  an 
inftance  of  the  happinefs  he  enjoyed  in  her,  whofe 
fidelity  to  him  on  this  occafion  would,  he  believed, 
make  him  the  envy  of  m.ofi:  hufoands,  even  in  New- 
gate. He  then  begged  her  to  dry  her  eyes,  and  be 
Vol.  IV.  S  comforted. 
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comforted  ;  for  that  matters  might  go  better  with 
him  than  flie  expeded.  *«  No,  no,"  fays  fhe,  "  I  am 
"  certain  you  will  be  found  guilty  Death.  I  knew 
*•'  what  it  would  always  come  to.  I  told  you  it  was 
**  impoffibie  to  carry  on  fuch  a  trade  longj  but  you 
*^  would  not  be  advifcd,  and  now  you  fee  the  confe- 
*'  qucnce,  now  you  repent  when  it  is  too  late.  All 
'^  the  comfort  I  fnall  have  when  you  are  *  nubbed  is^ 
*'  that  1  gave  you  a  good  advice.  If  you  had  al- 
"  ways  gone  out  by  yourfelf,  as  I  would  have  had 
"  you,  you  might  have  robbed  on  to  the  end  of  the 
**  chapter  J  but  you  was  wifer  than  all  the  v/orld,  or 
*'  rather  lazier^  and  fee  what  your  lazinefs  is  come 
^^  to — to  the  -f  cheaty  for  thither  you  will  go  nowp 
"  that's  infallible.  And  a  juft  judgment  on  you  for 
*' following  your  headRrong  will  j  I  am  the  only 
"  perfon  to  be  pitied,  poor  I,  who  fhall  be  fcanda- 
"  lized  for  your  fault.  There  goes  Jhe  whcfe  hufbatid 
*^  zvas  hangea :  methinks  I  hear  them  crying  fo  al- 
*^  ready."  At  which  words  flie  burft  into  tears.  He 
cculd  not  then  forbear  chiding  her  for  this  unnecef- 
fary  concern  on  his  account,  and  begged  her  not  to 
trouble  him  any  more.  She  anfvv'ered  v;ith  fome  fpi- 
ric :  "  On  your  account,  and  be  d — d  to  you  !  No> 
•*  if  the  old  cull  of  a  jufticehad  not  fent  me  hither,. 
"  I  believe  it  would  have  been  long  enough  before  I 
*'  Ihould  have  come  hither  to  fee  after  you  ;  d — n 
"  me,  I  am  committed  for  xhz"^  filing-lay,  man,  and 
"  we  fhall  be  both  mibbed  together.  Tfairh,  my 
*^  dear,  it  almofl  makes  me  amends  for  being  nub^' 
**  bed  myfelfj  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  thee  nub- 
**  bed  too."  "  Indeed,  my  dear,"  anfwered  Wild,  "  it 
**  is  what  I  have  long  wifhed  for  thee  j  but  I  do  not 
'*  defire  to  bear  thee  company,  and  I  have  ftill 
"  hopes  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  gowith- 
*'  out  me  i  at  lesft  I  will  have  the  pleafure  to  be  rid 
"of  you  ROW."     And  fo  faying,  he  feized  her  by 

*  The  cant  word  for  banging,  -f-  The  gallsivj, 
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the  waift,  and  with  ftrong  arm  flung  her  out  of  the 
room  J  but  not  before  Ihe  haii  with  her  nails  left  a 
bloody  memorial  on  his  cheek:  and  thus  this  fond 
couple  parted. 

Wild  had  fcarce  recovered  himfelf  from  the  un- 
eafinefs  into  which  this  unwelcome  vifit,  proceeding 
from  thedifagreeable  fondnefsof  hiswife,  had  thrown 
him,  than  the  faithful  Achates  appeared.  The  pre- 
fence  of  this  youth  was  indeed  a  cordial  to  his  fpirits. 
He  received  him  with  open  arms,  and  exprefled  the 
utmoft  fatisfaction  in  the  fidelity  of  his  friendlhip, 
which  fo  far  exceeded  the  fafhion  of  the  times,  and 
faid  many  things,  v^hicli  we  have  forgot,  on  the  oc- 
cafion;  but  we  remember  they  all  tended  to  the  praife 
of  Fireblood,  whole  modefty,  at  length,  put  a  flop 
to  the  torrent  of  compliments,  by  alferting  he  had 
done  no  more  than  his  duty,  and  that  he  fnould  have 
detefted  himfelf,  could  he  have  forfaken  his  friend 
in  his  adverfity  ;  and  after  many  protefbations,  that 
he  came  the  moment  he  heard  of  his  misfortune,  he 
afked  him  if  he  could  be  of  any  fervice.  Wild  an- 
fwered,  fince  he  had  fo  kindly  propofcd  that  quef- 
tion,  he  muft  fay  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  him,  if  he 
could  lend  him  a  few  guineas  5  for  that  he  was  very 
fcedy.  Fireblood  replied,  that  he  was  greatly  unhap- 
py in  not  having  it  then  in  his  power,  adding  many 
hearty  oaths,  that  he  had  not  a  farthing  of  money  in 
his  pocket,  which  was,  indeed,  ftridly  true  j  for  he 
had  only  a  bank-note,  which  he  had  that  evening 
purloined  from  a  gentleman  in  the  playhoufe  paffage. 
He  then  afl^ed  for  his  wife,  to  whom,  to  fpeak  truly, 
the  vifit  was  intended,  her  confinement  being  the 
misfortune  of  which  he  had  juft  heard  j  for,  as  for 
that  of  Mr.  Wild  himfelf,  he  had  known  it  from 
the  firft  minute,  without  ever  intending  to  trouble 
him  with  his  company.  Being  informed  therefore 
of  the  vifit  which  had  lately  happened,  he  reproved 
Wild  for  his  cruel  treatment  of  that  good  creature  ; 
then  taking  as  fudden  a  leave  as  he  civilly  could  of 
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the  gentleman^  he  haflened  to  comfort  his  lady,  who 
received  lum  with  r.reat  kindnefs. 


CHAP.     III. 

Carious  anecdotes  relating  to  the  hificry  of  Newgate^ 

THERE  refided  in  the  caftle  at  the  fame  time 
with  Mr.  Wild,  one  Roger  Johnfon,  a  very 
GREAT  Man,  who  had  long  been  at  the  head  of  all 
the  Pri7S  in  Ncwo-ate,  and  haxl  raifed  contributions 
on  them.  He  examined  into  the  nature  of  their  de- 
fence, procured  and  inftrucfled  their  evidence,  and 
,made  himfelf,  at  lead  in  their  opinion,  fo  necefiary 
to  them,  that  the  whole  fate  of  Newgate  feemed  en- 
tirely to  depend  upon  him. 

Wild  had  not  been  long  in  confinement  before  he 
began  to  oppofe  this  man.  He  reprefented  him  to 
the  Fri7S  as  a  fellow,  v/ho,  under  the  piaufible  pre- 
tence of  affifting  their  caufes,  was  in  reality  under- 
mining THE  Liberties  of  Newgate.  He  at  firft 
threw  out  certain  fly  hints  and  infinuations  j  but 
having  by  degrees  formed  a  party  againft  Roger,  he 
one  day  affembled  them  together,  and  fpoke  lo  them 
in  the  following  florid  manner : 

Frie!:ds  and  fellow-  citizens, 

"  The  caufe  which  I  am  to  mention  to  you  this 
*^  day,  is  of  fuch  mighty  importance,  that  when  I 
*'  confider  my  own  fmall  abilities,  I  tremble  with 
<'  an  apprehenfion,  left  your  fafety  may  be  rendered 
"  precarious  by  the  weaknefs  of  him  who  hath  un- 
'*'  dertaken  to  reprefent  to  you  your  danger.  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  the  liberty  of  Newgate  is  at  ftake  :  your 
*^  privileges  have  been  long  undermined,  and  are  now 
"  openly  violated  by  one  man  ;  by  one  who  hath  en- 
"  grofl'ed  to  himfelf  the  whole  conducl  of  your  trials, 
"  under  colour  of  which,  he  exacts  what  contribu- 
'^  tions  on  you  he  pkafes :  but  are  thofe  fums  ap- 

"  propriated 
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**  propriated  to  the  ufcs  for  which  th(^y  are  raifcd  ? 
**  Your  frequent  convictions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  thofc 
**  depredations  of  juftice,  muft  too  fenfibly  and  fore- 
**  ly  denionftrate  the  contrary.  What  evidence  cloth 
*^  he  ever  produce  for  the  prifoner,  which  the  pri- 
'*  foner  himfelf  could  not  have  provided,  and  often 
*'  better  infirufted  ?  Plow  many  noble  youths  have 
'^  there  been  loll,  when  a  fingle  alii^i  would  have 
'*  faved  them  !  Should  I  be  filent,  nay,  could  your 
*^  own  injuries  want  a  tongue  to  remon Urate,  the 
*^  very  breath,  which  by  his  negled't  hath  been  ftop- 
**  ped  at  the  Cheats  would  cry  out  loudly  againfl  him. 
"  Nor  is  the  exorbitancy  of  his  plunders  vifible  only 
*'  in  the  dreadful  confcquences  it  hath  produced  to 
*^  the  PrigSy  nor  glares  it  only  in  the  miferies  brought 
"  on  them  :  it  blazes  forth  in  the  more  dcfirable  ef- 
*^  feels  it  hath  wrought  for  himfelf,  in  the  rich  per- 
*^  quifites  acquired  by  it:  witnefs  that  filk  night- 
*'  gown,  that  robe  of  fliame,  which,  to  his  eternal 
'^  dilhpnour,  he  publicly  wears  ;  that  gown,  which 
"  I  will  not  fcruple  to  call  the  winding-flieet  of  the 
^*  liberties  of  Newgate.  Is  there  a  Prig,  vjho  hath 
*'  the  intereft  and  honour  of  Newgate  fo  little  at 
"  heart,  that  he  can  refrain  from  blufning  v/hen  he 
*^  beholds  that  trophy,  purchafed  with  the  breath  of 
^'  fo  manv  Pri^s !  Nor  is  this  all.  His  waiftcoac 
<-^  embroidered  with  filk,  and  his  velvet  cap,  bought 
*'  with  the  fame  price,  are  enfigns  of  the  fame  dif- 
*'  grace.  Some  would  think  the  rags  which  covered 
**  his  nakednefs,  when  firll  he  was  comm.itted  hi- 
'?  ther,  well  exchanged  for  thefe  gaudy  trappings  j 
"  but  in  my  eye,  no  exchange  can  be  profitable 
"  when  difhonour  is  the  condition.  If  therefore, 
**  Newgate — "  Here  the  only  copy  which  we  could 
procure  of  this  fpeech  breaks  off  abruptly  ;  however, 
we  can  affure  the  reader,  from  very  authentic  inform- 
ation, that  he  concluded  with  advifing  the  Prigs  to 
put  their  affairs  into  other  hands.    After  which^  one 
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of  his  parry,  as  had  been  before  concerted,  in  a  very 
long  fpeech  rccomnr.ended  him  (Wild  himfelf)  to 
their  choice. 

Newgate  was  divided  into  parties  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  the  Prigs  on  each  fide  reprefenting  their  chief 
or  Great  Man  to  be  the  only  perfon  by  whom  the 
affairs  of  Newgate  could  be  managed  with  fatety  and 
advantage.  The  Prigs  had  indeed  very  incompatible 
intercfts  j    for  whereas  the  fupportcrs   of  Johnfon, 
who  was  in  poiTeiTion  of  the  plunder  of  Newgate, 
were  admitted  to  fome  fliare  under  their  leader  j  fo 
the  abettors  of  Wild  had,  on  his  promotion,  the 
fame  views  of  dividing  fome  part  of  the  fpoil  among 
themfclves.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore  they  were  both 
fo  warm  on  each  fide.     What  may  feem  more  re- 
markable was,  that  the  debtors,  who  were  entirely 
unconcerned  in  the  difpure,  and  who  were  thedertin- 
cd  plunder  of  both  parties,  fliould  intered  themfelves 
with  the  utmofi  violence,  fome  on  behalf  of  Wild, 
and  others  in  favour  of  Johnfon.     So  that  all  New- 
gate refounded  with  YVild  for  ever^  Johnsou  for  ever. 
And  the  poor  debtors  re-echoed  ihe  liberties  of  New- 
gate, Vvhich,  in  the  cant  language,  figniiies  Plunder^ 
as  loudly  as  the  thieves  themfelves.     In  fhorr,  fuch 
quarrels  and   animofities  happened  between  them, 
that  they  feemed  rather  the  people  of  two  countries 
long  at  war  with  each  other,  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  caftle. 

W^ild's  party  at  length  prevailed,  and  he  fucceed-' 
ed  to  the  place  and  power  of  Johnfon,  whom  he  pre- 
fently  ftripped  of  all  his  finery  ;  but  when  it  was 
propofed,  that  he  fliould  fell  it,  and  divide  the  money 
for  the  good  of  the  whole  ;  he  waved  that  motion, 
faying,  it  was  not  yet  time,  that  he  fhoi)ld  find  a 
belter  opportunity,  that  the  clothes  wanted  cleaning, 
with  many  other  pretences,  and,  within  two  days,  to 
the  furprize  of  many,  he  appeared  in  them  himlclf  j 
for  which  he  vouchfafed  no  other  apology  than,  that 
(.hey  fitted  him  much  better  than  they  did  Johnfon, 
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.and  that  they  became  him  in  a  much  more  ele^^ant 
manner. 

This  behaviour  in  Wild  greatly  incenfed  the  debt- 
ors, particularly  thofe  by  whofe  means  he  had  been 
promoted.  They  grumbled  extremely,  and  vented 
great  indignation  againft  \ViId  ;  when  one  day  a  very 
grave  man,  and  one  of  much  authority  among  them, 
befpake  them  as  follows  : 

"  Nothing  fure  can  be  more  juftly  ridiculous 
than  the  condufb  of  thofe,  who  fnould  lay  the 
lamb  in  the  wolf's  way,  and  then  Ihould  lament 
his  being  devoured.  What  a  wolt  is  in  a  fneep- 
foid,  a  great  man  is  in  fociety.  Now,  when  one 
v/olf  is  in  poflTefTion  of  a  flieepfold,  how  little  would 
it  avail  the  fimple  flock  to  expel  him,  and  place 
another  in  his  Head  ?  Of  the  fame  benefit  to  us  is 
the  overthrowing  one  Prig  in  favour  of  another. 
And  for  what  other  advanta.cye  v/as  your  ftruggle  ? 
Did  you  not  all  know  that  Wild  and  his  followers 
were  Pri^Sy  as  well  as  Johnfon  and  his?  What 
then  CGuld  the  contention  be  among  fuch,  but 
that  which  you  have  now  dilcovffred  it  to  have 
been  ?  Perhaps  fome  v/ould  fay.  Is  it  then  our  duty 
tamely  to  lubmit  to  the  rapine  of  the  Prig  who 
now  plunders  us,  for  fear  of  an  exchange  ?  Surely 
no  :  but  I  anfwer.  It  is  better  to  fliake  the  plun- 
der oft,  than  to  exchange  the  plunderer.  And  by 
what  means  can  we  efFeft  this,  but  by  a  total 
change  in  our  manners  ?  Every  Prig  is  a  flave. 
His  own  Priggijh  defires  v/hich  enflavehim,  them- 
felves  betray  him  to  the  tyranny  of  others.  To 
preferve,  therefore,  the  liberty  of  Newgate,  is  to 
change  the  manners  of  Newgate.  Let  us  there^ 
fore,  who  are  confined  here  for  debt  only,  feparate 
ourfelves  entirely  from  the  Prigs -»  neither  drink 
with  them,  nor  converfe  with  them.  Let  us,  at 
the  fame  time,  feparate  ourfelves  farther  from 
Priggi/m  itfelf.  Inftead  of  being  ready,  on  every 
opportunity,  to  pillage  eaclvother,  lec  us  be  con- 

S  4.  ^/  teiU 


264     The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  WILD. " 

*  tent  with  our  honefl:  fliare  of  the  common  bounty, 
'  and  with  the  acquifition  of  our  own  induftry. 
■'  When  vvc  feparate  from  the  Pri'S,  let  us  enter  into 
"  a  clofer  alliance  with  one  another.  Let  us  con- 
'*  fider  ourfelves  all  as  members  of  one  community, 
'*  to  the  public  good  of  which  we  are  to  facrifice 
^'  our  private  views  j  not  to  give  up  the  intereft  of 
*'  the  whole  for  every  little  pleafure  or  profit  which 
*^  fhall  accrue  to  ourfelves.  Liberty  is  confiftenc 
*^  with  no  degree  of  honefty  inferior  to  this,  and  the 
"  community  where  this  abounds,  no  Prig  will  have 
*'  the  impudence  or  audacioufnefs  to  endeavour  to 
*'  enflave  j  or  if  he  fhould,  his  own  defl:ru6lion  would 
*^  be  the  only  confequence  of  his  attempt.  But  while 
^^  one  man  purfues  his  ambition,  another  his  intereft, 
'*  another  his  fafety;  while  one  hath  a  roguery  (a 
fc  Priggifm  they  here  call  it),  to  commit,  and  another 
'^  a  roguery  to  defend,  they  muft  naturally  fly  to  the 
*'  favour  and  proteCl:ion  of  thofe,  who  have  power 
*'  to  give  them  what  they  defire,  and  to  defend  them 
**  from  Vs'hat  they  fear  ;  nay,  in  this  view  it  becomes 
''  their  intereft  to  promote  this  power  in  their  pa- 
''  trons.  Now,  gentlemen,  when  we  are  no  longer 
*'  Prigs,  we  fhall  no  longer  have  thefe  fears  or  thefe 
'^  defires.  What  remains,  therefore,  for  us,  but  to 
"  relolve  bravely  to  lay  afide  our  Priggifm^  our 
*'  roguery,  in  plainer  words,  and  preferve  our  liber- 
"  ty,  or  to  give  up  the  latter  in  the  prefervation  and 
f '  preference  of  the  former." 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  much  applaufe; 
however.  Wild  continued  as  before  to  levy  contribu- 
tions among  the  prifoners,  to  apply  the  garnifti  to 
his  own  ufe,  and  to  ftrut  openly  in  the  ornaments 
which  he  had  ftripped  from  Johnfon.  To  fpeak 
fincerely,  there  was  more  bravado  than  real  ufe  or 
advantage  in  thefe  trappings.  As  for  the  nightgown, 
ics  outfide  indeed  made  a  glittering  tinfel  appearance, 
but  it  kept  him  not  warm  ;  nor  could  the  finery  of 
it  do  huT!  mud)  honaurj  fince  every  one  knew  it  did 

not 
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not  properly  belong  to  him  ;  as  to  the  waiftcoat,  ic 
fitted  him  very  ill,  being  infinitely  too  big  for  him  ; 
and  the  cap  vvas  fo  heavy,  that  it  made  his  head  ach. 
Thus  thefe  clothes,  which  perhaps  (as  they  prefented 
the  idea  of  their  mifery  more  fenfibly  to  the  people's 
eyes),  brought  him  more  envy,  hatred,  and  detrac- 
tion, than  all  his  deeper  impolitions  and  more  real 
advantages  j  afforded  very  little  ufe  or  honour  to 
the  wearer ;  nay,  could  fcarce  ferve  to  amufe  his 
own  vanity,  when  this  was  cool  enough  to  reflcft 
with  the  lead  ferioufnefs.  And,  fliould  I  fpeak  in 
the  language  of  a  man  who  eltimated  human  hap- 
pinefs  without  regard  to  that  grcatnefs,  which  we 
have  fo  laboriouOy  endeavoured  to  paint  in  this  hif- 
tory,  it  is  probable  he  never  took  (/.  e.  robbed  the 
prisoners  of)  a  fhilling,  which  he  himfclf  did  not 
pay  too  dear  for, 

CHAP.     IV, 

The  dead-'UDarrant  arrives  for  Heartfree ;    on  'which 
occq/ioiiy^Wd.  betrays  fome  human  wealmjs, 

TH  E  dead-warrant,  as  it  is  called,  now  came 
down  to  Newgate  for  the  execution  of  Heart- 
free  among  the  reft  of  the  prifoners.  And  here  the 
reader  muft  excufe  us,  who  profefs  to  draw  natural, 
not  perfect  characters,  and  to  record  the  truths  of 
hiftory,  not  the  extravagancies  of  romance,  while  v/e 
relate  a  weaknefs  in  Wild,  of  which  we  are  ourfelves 
afhamed,  and  which  we  would  willingly  have  con- 
cealed, could  we  have  preferved  at  the  fame  time 
that  ftrift  attachment  to  truth  and  impartiality,  which 
we  have  profeifed  in  recording  the  annals  of  this  great 
man.  Know  then,  reader,  that  this  dead -warrant 
did  not  affe(5l  Heartfree,  who  was  to  fuffer  a  fliameful 
death  by  it,  with  half  the  concern  it  gave  Wild,  who 
had  been  the  occafion  of  it.  He  had  been  a  little 
ilfuck  the  day  before,  on  feeing  the  children  carrie4 

away 
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away  in  tears  from  their  father.  This  fight  brought 
the  remembrance  of  fome  flight  injuries  he  had  done 
the  father,  to  his  mind,  which  he  endeavoured,  as 
much  as  poflible,  to  obliterate  ;  but  when  one  of  the 
keepers  (I  fhould  fay  lieutenants  of  the  caftle),  re- 
peated Heartfree's  name  among  thofe  of  the  male- 
factors who  were  to  fuffer  within  a  few  days,  the 
blood  forfook  his  countenance,  and,  in  a  cold  ftill 
ftream,  moved  heavily  to  his  heart,  which  had  fcarce 
ftrength  enough  left  to  return  it  through  his  veins. 
In  fhort,  his  body  fo  vifibly  demonftrated  the  pangs 
of  his  mind,  that,  to  efcape  obfervation,  he  retired  to 
his  room,  where  he  fuilenly  gave  vent  to  fuch  bitter 
agonies,  that  even  the  injured  Heartfree,  had  not  the 
apprehenfion  of  what  his  wife  had  fuffered  fliut  every 
avenue  of  compafTion,  would  have  pitied  him. 

When  his  mind  was  thoroughly  fatigued,  and 
"worn  out  with  the  horrors  which  the  approaching 
fate  of  the  poor  Vv'retch,  who  lay  under  a  fentence 
which  he  had  iniquitoufly  brought  upon  him,  had 
fuggefted,  fleep  promifed  him  reliefs  but  this  pro- 
mife  was,  alas  1  delufive.  This  certain  friend  to  the 
tired  body  is  often  the  fevered  enemy  to  the  opprefTed 
mind.  So  at  lead  it  proved  to  Wild,  adding  vifi- 
onary  to  real  horrors,  and  tormenting  his  imagina- 
tion with  phantoms  too  dreadful  to  be  defcribed.  Ac 
length  darting  from  thefe  vifions,  he  no  fooner  re- 
covered his  waking  fenfes,  than  he  cried  out ;  "  I 
*'  may  yet  prevent  this  catadrophe.  It  is  not  too 
*'  late  to  difcover  the  whole."  He  then  paufed  a 
moment  :  But  greatnefs  indantly  returning  to  his  af- 
fidance,  checked  the  bafe  thought,  as  it  fird  offered 
itfclf  to  his  mind.  He  then  reafoned  thus  coolly  with 
himfelf:  "  Shall  I,  like  a  child,  or  a  woman,  or 
*'  one  of  thofe  mean  wretches,  whom  I  have  al- 
"  ways  defpifed,  be  frightened  by  dreams  and  vifion- 
*'  ary  phantoms,  to  fully  that  honour  which  I  have 
"  fo  difficultly  acquired,  and  fo  glorioufly  main- 
<f  tained  !  Shall  I,  to  redeem  the  wor chiefs  life  of 
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f*  this  filly  fellow,  fuffer  my  reputation  to  contraft 
*5  a  ftain,  which  the  blood  of  millions  cannot  wipe 
"  away  I  Was  It  only  that  the  few,  the  fimple  part 
'*  of  mankind,  fhould  call  me  a  Rogue,  perhaps  I 
"  could  fubmit  5  but  to  be  for  ever  contemptible  to 
"  the  Prigs,  as  a:  wretch  who  wanted  fpirit  to  ex- 
*f  ecute  my  undertaking,  can  never  be  digefted, 
^'  What  is  the  life  of  a  fingle  man  ?  Have  not  whole 
"  armies  and  nations  been  facrificed  to  the  honour 
"  of  One  Great  Man  ?  Nay,  to  omit  that  firit 
^*  clafs  of  greatnefs,  the  conquerors  of  mankind, 
*^  how  often- have  numbers  fallen  by  a  ficlitious  plot, 
"  only  to  fatisfy  the  fpleen,  or  perhaps  exercife  the 
*'  ingenuity  of  a  member  of  that  fecond  order  of 
^f  greatnefs  the  Minifterial  I  What  have  I  done  then  ? 
"  Why,  I  have  ruined  a  family,  and  brought  an  in- 
"  nocent  man  to  the  gallows.  I  ought  rather  to  weep 
**  with  Alexander,  that  I  have  ruined  no  more,  than 
"  to  re,o;ret  the  little  I  have  done,"  He  at  lengthj 
therefore,  bravely  refolved  to  confign  over  Heartfree 
to  his  fate,  though  it  cofl:  him  more  flruggiing  than 
may  eafily  be  believed,  utterly  to  conquer  his  re- 
iu6iance,  and  to  banifh  away  every  degree  of  hu- 
manity from  his  mind,  thefe  little  fparks  of  which 
compofed  one  of  thofe  weaknciTes,  which  we  lament- 
ed in  the  opening  of  our  hiftory. 

But,  in  vindication  of  our  hero,  we  mufl:  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  nature  is  feldom  fo  kind  as 
thofe  writers  who  draw  characters  abfolutely  perfect. 
She  feldom  creates  any  man  fo  completely  great,  or 
completely  low,  but  that  fome  fparks  of  humanity 
will  glimmer  in  the  former,  and  fome  fparks  of  what 
the  vulgar  call  evil,  will  dart  forth  in  the  latter  j  ut- 
terly to  extinguilh  which  will  give  fome  pain  and 
uneafmefs  to  both;  for,  I  apprehend,  no  mind  was 
ever  yet  formed  entirely  free  from  blemifb,  unlefs 
peradventure  that  of  a  fandtified  hypocrite,  whofe 
praifes  fome  well-fed  flatterer  hath  gratefully  thought 
proper  to  fins'  forth. 
'■     '  CHAP, 
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CHAP.     V. 

Containing  various  matters, 

a"^  H  E  day  was  now  come  when  poor  Heartfrec 
was  to  iuffcr  an  ignominious  death.   Friendly 
had,  in  the  Itrongeft  manner,  confirmed  his  afiurance 
of  fulfilling  his  prornife,  of  becoming  a  father  to  one 
of  his  children,  and  a  hufband  to  the  other.     This 
gave   him    inexprcffible    comfort,  and  he   had,  the 
evening  before,  taken   his   lafb   leave  of  the  little 
wretches,  with  a  tendernefs  which  drew  a  tear  from 
one  of  the  keepers,  joined  to  a  magnanimity  which 
would  have  pleafed  a  Stoic.     When  he  was  inform- 
ed that   the   coach,    which  Friendly  had  provided 
for  him,  was  ready,  and  that  the  reft  of  the  prilbn- 
ers    were    gone,  he  embraced    that   faithful   friend 
with  great  paffion,  and  begged  that  he  would  leave 
him  here  j  but  the  other  defired  leave  to  accompany 
him  to  his  end  j  which  at  laft  he  was  forced  to  com- 
ply with.    And  now  he  v.'as  proceeding  towards  the 
coach,  when  he  found  his  difficulties  were  not  yec 
overs  for  now  a  friend  arrived,  of  whom  he  was  to 
take  a  harder  and  more  tender  leave  than  he  had  yet 
gone  through.     This  friend,  reader,  was   no  other 
than  Mrs.  Heartfree  herfelf,  who  ran  to  him  with  a 
look    all    wild,    flaring,    and  frantic,  and,    having 
reached  his  arms,  fainted  away  in  them  without  ut- 
tering a  fingle  fyllable.     Heartfree  was,  with  great 
difficulty,  able  to  preferve  his  own  fenfes  in  fuch  a 
furprize  at  fuch  a  feafon.     And  indeed  our  good- 
natured  reader  will  be  rather  inclined   to  wifh  this 
miferable    couple  had,    by    dying   in    each    other's 
arms,  put  a  final  period  to  their  woes,  than  have 
furvived  to  tafie  thofe  bitter  moments  which  were 
to  be  their  portion,  and   vvhich  the  unhappy  wife, 
foon    recovering    from    the   fnort    incermiffion  of 
being,    now    began  to   futfer.     When  iTie  became 
iirft  miftrefs  of  her  voice,  Hie  burfl  forth  into  the 

follow-' 
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the  following  accents  :  "  O  my  hufband : — Is  this  the 
"  condition  in  which  I  find  you  after  our  cruel  fepa- 
"  ration  !  Who  hath  done  this  ?  Cruel  heaven  !  What 
*'  is  the  occafion  ?  I  know  thou  canft  deferve  no  ill. 
"  Tell  me,  fomebody  who  can  fpeak,  while  I  have 
"  my  fenfes  left  to  underlland, — what  is  the  matter  ?" 
At  which  words  feveral  laughed,  and  one  anfwered  : 
*^  The  matter  !  Why  no  great  matter. — The  gen- 
*'  tleman  is  not  the  firft,  nor  won't  be  the  laft :  The 
*'  word:  of  the  matter  is,  that  if  we  are  to  ftay  all 
"  the  morning  here,  I  fhall  lofe  my  dinner.'*  Heart- 
free,  paufing  a  moment,  and  recolledling  himfelf, 
cry'd  out:  "  I  will  bear  all  vv'ith  patience."  And 
then,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  commanding  officer, 
begged  he  might  only  have  a  few  minutes  by  himfelf 
with  his  wife,  whom  he  had  not  feen  before,  fmcc  his 
misfortunes.  The  great  man  anfwered  :  "  He  had 
*'  compaffion  on  him,  and  would  do  more  than  he 
*'  could  anfwer;  but  he  fuppofed  he  was  too  much 
"  a  gentleman  not  to  know  that  fomething  was  due 
"  for  fuch  civility."  On  this  hint.  Friendly,  who 
was  himfelf  half  dead,  pulled  five  guineas  out  of  his 
pocket ;  which  the  great  man  took^  and  faid,  he 
would  be  fo- generous  to  give  him  ten  minutes  j  on 
which  one  obferved,  that  many  a  gentleman  had 
bought  ten  minutes  with  a  woman  dearer,  and  many 
other  facetious  remarks  were  made,  unneceffary  to 
be  here  related.  Heartfree  was  now  fuffercd  to  retire 
into  a  room  with  his  wife,  the  commander  inform- 
ing him  at  his  entrance,  that  he  mufi:  be  expeditious, 
for  that  the  reft  of  the  good  ccm.pany  would  be  ac 
thQ  tree  before  him,  and  he  fuppofed  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  too  much  breeding  to  m.ake  them  wait. 

Th!S  tender  wretched  couple  v/ere  now  retired  for 
thefe  few  minutes,  which  the  commanoler  without 
carefully  m.eafured  with  his  watch  ;  and  Heartfree 
was  muftering  all  his  refolution  to  part  with  what  his 
foul  fo  ardently  doated  on,  and  to  conjure  her  to  fup- 
port  his  lofs  for  the  fake  of  her  poor  infants,   and  to 

comfort 
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comfort  her  with  the  promife  of  Friendly  on  their  ac- 
count ;  but  all  his  defign  was  fruftrated.  Mrs.  Heart- 
free  could  not  fupport  the  fliock,   but  again  fainted 
away,  and  fu  entirely  lofl  every  fymptom  of  life,  that 
Hearifree  called  vehemently  for  affiftance.    FViendly 
rufned  firll  into  the  room,  and  was  foon  followed  by 
many  others,  and,  what  was  remarkable,  one  who 
had  unmoved  beheld  the  tender  fccne  between  thefe 
parting  lovers,  was  touched  to  the  quick  by  the  pale 
looks  of  the  woman,  and  ran  up  and  down  for  water, 
drops,  &c.    with   the  utmoft  hurry  and  confufion. 
The    ten    minutes  were    expired,    which  the  com- 
mander   now   hinted ;    and   feeing    nothing   offered 
for  the  renewal  of  the  term  (for  indeed  Friendly  had 
unhappily  emptied  his  pockets),  he  began  to  grow 
very  importunate,    and  at   lafc  told   Heartfree,    He 
jhould  be  ajlja-mcd  not  to  a£i  more  like  a  man.     Heart- 
free  begged  his  pardon,  and  faid,  he  would  make 
him  wait  no  longer.     Then,  with  the  deepell  figh, 
cry'd  :  "  O  my  angel  1"  and  embracing  his  wife  with 
the  utmoft  eagernefs,  kified  her  pale  lips  viiih  more 
fervency   than   ever    bridegroom   did    the   blufliing 
cheeks  of  his  bride  J  he  then  cry'd  :  "  The  Almighty 
<'  blefs  thee ;   and,  if  it  be  his  pleafure,  reilore  thee 
'*  to  life  i   if  nor,  I  befeech  him  we  may  prefently 
**  meet  again   in   a    better  world   than  this.'-     He 
was  breaking  from  her,  when  perceiving  her  fenfe 
returning,  he  could  not  forbear  renewing  his  em- 
brace, and  again  prelTing  her  lips,  which  now  reco- 
vered life  and  warmth  lo  fall,  that  he  begged  one 
ten  minutes  more  to  tell  her  what  her  fwooning  had 
prevented  her  hearing.   The  worthy  commander,  be- 
ing pernaps  a  little  touched  at  this  tender  fccne,  took 
Friendly  alidc,  and  afked  him  what  he  would  give, 
if  he  would  fuffer  his  friend  to  remain  half  an  hour  ? 
J^'ricndly  anfwcred,  any  thing  j   that  he  had  no  more 
money  in  his  pocket,  but  he  would  certainly  pay  him 
that  afternoon.    Well   then,  I'll    be  moderate,    faid 

he, Twenty  guineas. — Friendly  anfwered,  It  is  a 

bargain. 
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bargain.  The  commander,  having  exaded  a  firm 
promife,  cry'd, — Then  I  don't  care  if  they  flay  a 
whole   hour    together;     for    what    fignifies    hiding 

good  news  ! The  gentleman  is  reprieved 5 

of  which  he  had  juft  before  received  notice  in  a 
whifper.  It  would  be  very  impertinent  to  offer  at  a 
defcription  of  the  joy  this  occafioned  to  the  two 
friends,  or  to  Mrs.  Heartfrec,  who  was  now  again 
recovered.  A  furgeon  who  was  happily  prefent,  was 
employed  to  bleed  them  all.  After  which  the  com- 
mander, who  had  his  promife  of  the  money  again  con- 
firmed to  him,  willied  Heartfree  joy,  and,  fiiaking 
him  very  friendly  by  the  hands,  cleared  the  room  of 
all  the  company,  and  left  the  three  friends  together. 

CHAP.     VI. 

In  which  the  foregoing  happy  incident  is  accounted  for, 

U  T  here,  though  I  am  convinced  my  good- 
natured  reader  may  almoft  want  the  furgeon's 
afllftance  alfo,  and  that  there  is  no  paiTage  in  this 
whole  (lory,  which  can  afford  him  equal  delight : 
yet  left  our  reprieve  fhould  feem  to  refemble  that  in 
the  Beggar's  Opera,  I  fnall  endeavour  to  fhcw  him, 
that  this  incident,  which  is  undoubtedly  true,  is  at 
leaft  as  natural  as  delightful  ;  for,  we  affure  him,  wc 
would  rather  have  fuffered  half  mankind  to  be  hang'd, 
than  have  faved  one  contrary  to  the  ftrictefl;  rules  of 
writing  and  probability. 

Be  it  known  then  (a  circumflance  which  I  think 
highly  credible),  that  the  great  Fireblood  had  been, 
a  few  days  before,  taken  in  the  fact  of  a  robbery, 
and  carried  before  the  fame  juftice  of  peace,  who  had, 
on  his  evidence,  committed  Heartfree  to  prifon. 
This  magiftrate,  who  did  indeed  no  fmall  honour  to 
the  commifTion  he  bore,  duly  confidered  the  weighty 
charge  committed  to  him,  by  which  he  was  cntruft- 
ed  with  decilions  affedting  the  lives,  liberties,  and 

proper- 
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properties  of  his  countrymen  ;  he  therefore  examinee! 
always  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  caution   into 
every  minute  circumftance.     And,  as  he  had  a  good 
deal  balanced,   even  when  he  committed  Heartfree, 
on  the  excellent  character  given  him  by  Friendly  and 
the  maid  ;  and,  as  he  was  much  daggered  on  finding 
that  of  the  two  perfons,  on  v/hofe  evidence   alone 
Heartfree  had   been  committed,  and  had  been  fince 
convicted,  one  was  in  Newgate  for  a  felony,  and  the 
other  v/as  now  bro'jght  before  him  for  a  robbery,  he 
thought  proper  to  put  the  matter  very  home  to  Fire- 
blood  at  this  time.     The  young  Achates  was  taken, 
as  we  have  faid,  in  the  fa6t;    fo  that  denial  he  faw 
was  in  vain.      He  therefore  honcftly  confcfled  what 
he  knew  mufl  be  proved  j    and  defired,  on  the  merit 
of  the  difcoveries  he  made,  to  be  admitted  as  an  evi- 
dence againit  his  accomplices.     This  afforded  the 
happieft  opportunity  to    the  jufiice,   to   fatisfy  his 
conlcience  in  relation  to  Heartfree.     He  told  Fire- 
blood,  that  if  he  expecfted  the  favour  he  folicited,  it 
muft  be  on  condition,   that  he  revealed  the  whole 
truth  to  him  concerning  the  evidence  which  he  had 
lately  given  againft  a  bankrupt,  and  which  fome  cir- 
cumftances  had  induced  a  fufpicion  of;  that  he  might 
depend  on  it,  the  truth  Vvould  be  difcovercd  by  other 
means,  and  gave  fome  oblique  hints   (a  deceit  en- 
tirely juftifiable)  that  Wild  himfelF  had  offered  fuch 
a  difcovery.     The  very  mention  of  Wild's  name  im- 
mediately alarmed  Fireblood,  who  did  not  in  the  leaft 
doubt-  the  rcadinefs  of  that  Great  Man  to  hang 
any  of  the  gang,  when  his  own  interefl  feemed  to 
require  it.*    He  therefore  hefitated  not  a  moment ; 
but,  having  obtained  a  promife  from  thejuftice,  that 
he  Ihould  be  accepted  as  an  evidence,  he  difcovered 
the  Vv-hole  falfehood,   and  declared  that  he  had  been 
fcduced  by  Wild  to  depofe  as  he  had  done. 

The  juftice  having  thus  luckily  and  timely  difco- 
vercd this  fcene  of  villany,  alias  greatnefs^  loft  not  a 
moment  in  ufing  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  get  the 

cafe 
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cafe  of  the  unhappy  convict  reprefented  to  the  fo' 
vcreign  ;  who  immediately  granted  him  that  graci- 
ous reprieve,  which  caufcd  fuch  iiappinefs  to  the  per- 
fons  concerned  }  and  whichj  we  hope,  we  have  now 
accounted  for  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  reader. 

The  good  magiilrate  having  obtained  this  reprieve 
for  Heartfrec,  thouojht  it  incumbent  on  him  to  vific 
him  in  the  prifon,  and  to  found,  ifpofiible,  the  depth 
of  this  affair,  that,  if  he  fliould  appear  as  innocent 
as  he  now  began  to  conceive  him,  he  might  ufe  ail 
imaginable  methods  to  obtain  his  pardon  and  en- 
largement. 

.The  next  day  therefore  after  that  when  the  mife- 
rabie  fcene  above  defcribed  had  pafled,  he  v/ent  to 
Newgate,  where  he  found  thofe  three  perfons,  namely 
Heartfree,  his  wife^  and  Friendly,  fitting  together. 
The  juftice  informed  the  prifoner  of  the  confeffion  of 
Firebloodj  with  the  fteps  v/hich  he  had  taken  upon 
it.  The  reader  will  eafily  conceive  the  many  out- 
ward thanks  as  well  as  inward  gratitude  which  he  re- 
ceived from  all  three  j  but  thofe  were  of  very  little 
confequence  to  him,  compared  with  the  fecret  fatif- 
faftion  he  felt  in  his  mind,  from  reflefting  on  the 
prefervation  of  innocence,  as  he  foon  after  very 
clearly  perceived  was  the  cafe. 

When  he  entered  the  room,  Mrs.  Heartfree  was 
fpeaking  with  fome  earneftnefs :  As  he  perceived^ 
therefore,  he  had  interrupted  her,  he  begged  (he 
would  continue  her  difcoiirfe,  v/hich,  if  he  prevented 
by  his  prefence,  he  defired  to  depart  -,  but  Heartfree 
would  not  fuffer  it.  He  laid,  flie  had  been  relating 
fome  adventures,  which  perhaps  might  entertain  him 
to  hear,  and  which  fhe  the  rather  defired  he  would 
hear,  as  they  might  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  foundation 
on  which  this  falfehood  had  been  built,  which  had 
brought  on  her  hufband  all  his  misfortunes. 

The  juftice  very  gladly  confented,  and  Mrs, 
Heartfree,  at  her  hufband's  defire,  began  the  relation 
from  the  firfl  renewal  of  Wild's  acquaintance  v;ith 
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him;  bur,  though  this  recapitulation  was  necelTary 
for  the  information  of  our  good  magifbrate, '  as  it 
■would  be  uiclefs,  and  perhaps  tedious,  to  the  reader, 
v/e  lliall  only  repeat  that  part  of  her  ftory  to  which  he 
is  onlv  a  (Iranger,  beginning  with  what  happened  to 
her  after  Wild  had  been  turned  adrift  in  the  boar, 
by  the  captain  of  the  French  privateer* 

CHAP.     VII. 

Mrs.  Heart  free  relates  her  adventures. 

R  S.  Heartfree  proceeded  thus :  *^  The  ven- 
"  geance  which  the  French  captain  exafled 
*^  on  that  villain  (our  hero),  perfuaded  \ncy  that  I  was 
*'  falkn  into  the  hands  of  a  man  of  honour  and  juf- 
*'  tice  i  nor,  indeed,  was  it  poflible  for  any  perfon  to 
*^  be  treated  with  more  refpe(5t  and  civility  than  I  now 
*f  was  ;  but  this  could  not  mitigate  my  forrows, 
"  when  I  refieded  on  the  condition  in  which  I  had 
*'  been  betrayed  to  leave  all  that  was  dear  to  me, 
*^  much  lels  could  it  produce  fuch  an  effedl,  when  I 
**  difcovered,  as  I  ioon  did,  that  I  owed  it  chiefly  to 
**  a  pallion,  which  threatened  me  with  great  uneafi- 
*'  nefs,  as  it  quickly  appeared  to  be  very  violent,  and 
*'  as  I  was  abfolutely  in  the  power  of  the  perfon  who 
'*  poiiefrcd  it,  or  was  rather  poireiled  by  it.  I  mufl: 
*'  however  do  him  the  juftice  to  fay,  my  fears  carried 
*'  my  fufpicions  farther  than  I  afterwards  found  I  had 
*'  any  reafon  to  carry  them  :  He  did  indeed  very 
*f  foon  acquaint  me  with  his  paffion,  and  ufed  all  thofe 
*<  g'cntle  merhodi,  which  frequently  fucceed  with  our 
*'  fex,  to  prevail  with  me  to  gratify  it;  but  never  once 
«'  threatened,  nor  liad  th.e  lealf  recourfe  to  force.  He 
"  did  not  evtn  once  infinuate  to  me,  that  I  was  to- 
'^  tally  in  his  power,  which  I  myfelf  fufficiently  faw, 
*'^  and  whence  I  drew  the  moft  dreadful  apprehen- 
*'  fions,  v/ell  knowing,  that  as  there  are  fome  difpo- 
*'  ficions  [o  brutal,  chiic  cruelty  adds  a  zeil  and  favour 
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''  to  their  pleafures  j  fo  there  are  others  whofc  gentler 
incjinations  are  better  gratified,  wlicn  they  v/in  us 
by  foFcer  methods  to  comply  with  their  dcfiresj 
yet  that  even  thefe  may  be  often  compelled  by  an 
unruly  paffion  to  have  recourfe  at  laft  to  tiie  means 
"  of  violence,  when  they  defpair  offuccefs  from  per- 
*'  fuafion  ;  but  I  was  happily  the  captive  of  a  better 
*'  man.  My  conqueror  v/as  one  of  thofe  over  whom 
*'  vice  hath  a  limited  jurifdiclion ;  and  though  he 
*'  was  top  eafily  prevailed  on  to  fm,  he  was  proof 
^'  againft  any  temptation  to  villany. 

"  We  had  been  two  days  almoit  totally  becalmed j 

*'  when  a  briflc  gale  rifing,  as  we  were  in  fight  of 

**  Dunkirk,  we  faw  a  veflfei  making  full  fail  towards 

*'  us.      The  captain  of  the  privateer  was  fo  flrong, 

"  that  he  apprehended,  no  danger  but  from  a  man  of 

*'  war,  v/hich  the  failors  difcerned   this   not  to  be. 

*^  He  therefore  ftruck  his  colours^    and  furled  his 

"  iails  as  much  as  poflible,  in  order  to  lie  by  and  ex- 

*^  peel  her^   hoping  fhe  might  be  a  prize."     (Here 

Heartfree  fmiling,  his  v»^ife  ftopped,  and  enquired  the 

caufe.    He  told  her,  it  was  from  her  ufing  the   fea 

terms  fo  aptly  :  She  laughed,  and  anfwered,  he  would 

wonder  lefs  at  this,  when  he  heard  tl^e  long  time  fhe 

.had   been  on  board  :   And  then  proceeded)  '*  This 

**  vciTel   now  came  along  fide  of  us,  and  hailed  us, 

*'  having  perceived  that,  on  which  we  were  aboard, 

<^  to  be  of  hcT  own  country  :  they  begged  us  not  to 

*'  put  iiito  Dunkirk,  but  to  accompany  them  in  their 

"  puri'uit  of  a  large  Englifh  merchantman,  whom  we 

"  Ibould  eafily  overtake,  and  both  together  as  eafily 

*'   conquer.     Our  captain  immediately  confented  to 

"   this  propofuion,    and  ordered  ail  his   fail   to  be 

*'  crowded.    This  was  mofb  unwelcome  news  to  me; 

"  however,  he  comforted  me  all  he  could>  by  afiur- 

*'  ing  me,  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  that  he  would  be  fo 

*'■  far  from  oifering  the  leaft  rudenefs  to  me  himfelf, 

*'  that  he  would,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  protect  me 

*'  from  it.     This  allurance  gave  me  all  the  confola- 

T  a  *'  tion, 
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*^  tion,  which  my  prefent  circumftances  and  thedread- 
*'  ful  apprehenfions  I  had  on  your  dear  account  would 
"  admi'."  (At  which  words  the  tendered  glances 
pafied  on  both  fides  between  the  hufband  and  wife.) 

**  We  failed  near  twelve  hours,  when  we  came  in 
*'  fight  of  the  fhip  we  were  in  purfuit  of,  and  whicii 
*'  we  fliould  probably  have  foon  come  up  with,  had 
"  not  a  very  thick  mift  ravifhed  her  from  our  eyes. 
"  This  miit  continued  feveral  hours,  and  when  it 
*'  cleared  up,,  we  difcovered  our  companion  at  a  great 
*'  diftance  from  us ;  but  what  gave  us  (I  mean  the 
*^'  captain  and  his  crew)  the  greateft  uneafinefs,  was 
**  the  fight  of  a  very  large  fhip  within  a  mile  of  us,. 
"  which  prefently  fainted  us  with  a  gun,  and  now 
*'  appeared  to  be  a  third-rate  Englifh  man  of  v/ar. 
"  Our  captain  declared  the  impollibiiity  of  either 
"  fighting  or  efcaping,  and  accordingly  ftruck,  with- 
**  out  waiting  for  the  broadfide  which  was  prepar- 
''  ing  for  us,  and  which  perhaps  v/ould  have  pre- 
*'  vented  me  from  the  happinefs  I  nov/  enjoy." 
This  occafioned  Heartfree  to  change  colour,  his  wife 
therefore  pafs'd  haftily  to  circumftances  of  a  more 
fmiling  complexion. 

"  I  GREATL¥  rejoiced  at  this  event,  as  I  thought 
"  it  would  not  only  reftore  me  to  the  fafe  poilefTion 
"  of  my  jewels,  but  to  what  I  value  beyond  all  the 
''  treafurc  in  the  univcrfe.  My  expectation,  how- 
•*  ever,  of  both  thefe  was  fomewhat  croft  for  the 
*'  prefent ;  As  to  the  former,  I  v/as  told,  they  fhould 
"  be  carefully  preferved  ;  but  that  I  muft  prove  my 
**  right  to  them  before  I  could  expert  their  reftora- 
"  tion  J  which,  if  I  miftake  not,  the  captain  did  not 
"  very  eagerly  defire  i  fhould  be  able  to  accomplifh  : 
"  And  as  to  the  latter,  I  was  acquainted,  that  I 
*'  fhould  be  put  on  board  the  firft  Ihip,  which  they 
*"•  met  on  her  way  to  England,  but  that  they  were 
"  proceeding  to  the  Well-Indies. 

"  I  HAD  not  been  long  on  board  the  man  of  war, 
"  before  I  difcovered  jufl  reafon  rather  to  lament 

"  than 
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**  than  to  re'ioice  ar  the  exchangje  of  my  captivity; 
*'  (for  fucli  I  concluded  my  prt^fent  fituation  to  be). 
•'  I  had  now  another  lover  in  the  captain  of  this  Eng- 
*'  lifliman,  and  much  rougher  and  lefs  gallant  than 
*'  the  Frenchman  had  been.  He  ufed  me  with  fcarce 
**  common  civility,  as  indeed  he  fhewed  very  little 
"  to  any  other  perfon,  treating  his  officers  little  bet- 
*'  ter  than  a  man  of  no  great  good-breeding  would 
**  exert  to  his  meaneft  fervant,  and  that  too  on  fome 
*'  very  irritating  provocation.  As  for  me,  he  ad- 
*'  drefTed  me  with  the  inlblence  of  a  baflia  to  a  Cir- 
**  cafTian  flave  j  he  talked  to  me  with  the  loofe 
*'  licence  in  which  the  moil  profiigate  libertines 
*'  converfe  wiih  harlots,  and  which  women,  abandon- 
"  ed  only  in  a  moderate  degree,  detefb  and  abhor.  He 
**  often  kifled  me  v/ith  very  rude  familiarity,  and  one 
"  day  attempted  further  brutality  ;  when  a  gentleman 
*'  on  board,  and  who  was  in  my  fituation,  that  is,  had 
*'  been  taken  by  a  privateer  and  was  retaken,  rc- 
"  fcued  me  from  his  hands  j  for  which  the  captain 
*'  confined  him,  though  he  was  not  under  his  com- 
"  mand,  two  days  in  irons;  when  he  was  relealed  (for 
"  I  was  not  fuiTered  ro  vifit  him  in  his  confinement) 
"  I  went  to  him  and  thanked  him  with  the  utmoit 
'•  acknowledgmenr,  for  what  he  had  done  and  fuf- 
*'  fered  on  my  account.  The  gentleman  behaved  to 
"  me  in  the  handfomefl:  manner  on  this  occafion  ; 
"  told  me,  he  was  afhamed  of  the  high  fenfe  I  feemed 
"  to  entertain  of  fo  fmall  an  obligation,  of  an  a6lion 
"  to  which  his  duty  as  a  chriftian,  and  his  honour  as 
"  a  man,  obliged  him.  From  this  time  1  lived  in 
**  great  familiarity  with  this  man,  whom  I  regarded 
^-  as  my  protector,  which  he  profeflfed  himfelf  ready 
"  to  be  on  all  occafions,  expreffing  the  utmoft  abhor- 
*^  rence  of  the  captain's  brutality,  efpecially  that 
"  (hewn  towards  me,  and  the  tendernels  of  jl  parent 
"  for  the  prcfervation  of  my  virtue,  for  which  I  was 
*'  not  myfelf  more  felicitous  than  he  appeared.  He 
**  was,  indeed,  the  only  man  I  had  hitherto  met,  fince 
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''  my  unhappy  departure,  who  did  not  endeavour  by 
*f  all  his  looks,  words,  and  a(ftions,  to  affure  me,  he 
"  had  a  liking  to  my  unfortunate  perfon.  The  reft 
**  lecming  dcfirous  of  facrificing  the  little  beauty 
*'  they  complimented,  to  their  defires,  without  the 
"  leaft  confideration  of  the  ruin,  which  I  earneftly 
<*  reprefented  to  them,  they  were  attempting  to  bring 
*'  on  me  and  on  my  future  repofe, 

"  I  NOW  pafled  feveral  days  pretty  free  from  the 
"  captain's  molellation,  till  one  fatal  night :"  Here, 
perceiving  Heartfree  grew  pale,  fne  coiriforted  him 
by  an  affurance,  that  heaven  had  preferved  her  chaf- 
fity,  and  again  had  reftored  her  unfullied  to  his  arms. 
She  continued  thus  :  "  Perhaps  I  gave  it  a  wrong 
*f  epithet  in  the  word  fatal ;  but  a  wretched  night, 
f'  I  am  fure  I  may  call  it,  for  no  womian,  who  came 
**  off  viilorious,  was,  I  believe,  ever  in  greater  dan- 
*'  ger.  One  night,  I  fay,  having  drank  his  fpirits 
"  hicrh  with  punch,  in  company  v/nh  the  purfer,  who 
"  was  the  only  man  in  the  fhip  he  admitted  to  his 
<f  table,  the  captain  fent  for  me  into  his  cabbin  j 
*«  whitlier,  though  unwilling,  I  was  obliged  to  go. 
'"  We  were  no  fooncr  alone  together,  than  he  feized 
"  me  by  the  hand,  and  after  affronting  my  ears  with 
*?  difcourfe  which  1  am  unable  to  repeat,  he  fwore  a 
<^  great  oath,  that  his  paffion  was  to  be  dallied  with 
'*  no  longer  j  that  I  muft  not  expect  to  treat  him  in 
"  the  manner  to  which  a  iet  of  blockhead  landmen 
"  fubmitted.  None  of  your  coquet  airs,  therefore, 
<f  with  me,  madam,  faid  he,  for  I  am  refolved  to  have 
<«  you  this  night.  No  ftruggling  nor  fquawling, 
"  for  both  will  be  impertinent.  The  firft  man  who 
"  offers  to  come  in  here,  I  will  have  his  fl<:in  flea'd 
"  off  a:  the  gangway.  He  then  attempted  to  pull 
?'  me  violently  towards  his  bed.  I  threw  myfelf  on 
"  my  knees,  and  with  tears  and  entreaties  befought 
"  his  compalfion  ;  but  this  was,  I  found,  to  no  pur- 
«^  pofe  :  1  then  had  recourfe  to  threats,  and  en- 
"  deavoured  to  frighten  him  with  the  confequence  j 
'  ■  "  buc 
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**  but  neither  had  this,   though  it  fcemed  to  ftagger 

*"'  him  more  than  the  other  method,  (bfficient  force  to 

*'  deliver  me.     At  laft,   a  rtratagem  came  into  my 

"  head,  of  which  my  perceiving  him  reel,  gave  me 

"  the   nril    hint,    I  entreated   a  moment's  reprieve 

"  only,  when,  collefling  all  the  fpirirs  I  could  muf- 

"  ter,   I  put  on  a  confcrained  air  of  gaiety,  and  told 

"  him  v;ich  an  affedled  laugh,   he  was  the  rougheft 

"  lover  I  had  ever  met  with,  and  that  I  believed  I 

'^  was  the  firft  woman  he  had  ever  paid  his  addrefles 

"  to.      Jddreps,  faid  he,   d — n  your  drejfesy  I  irant 

"  to  iindrejs you.     I  then  begged  him  to  let  us  drink 

*'  fome  punch  together  j   for  that  I  loved  a  can  as 

"  well  as  himfelf,  and  never  would  grant  the  favour 

"  to  any  man  till  I  had  drank  a  hearty  glafs  with 

**■  him.     O!    faid  he,  if  that  be  all,  you  fnall  have 

*^  punch  enough  to  drown  yourfelf  in.     Ac  which 

^'  words  he  rung  the  bell,  and  ordered  in  a  gallon  of 

*'  that  liquor.     I  was  in  the  mean  time  obliged  to 

*'  fuffer  his   naufeous   kiflcs,    and   fome    rudenelTes 

**  which   I    had   great  difficulty  to   retrain   vyithin 

**■  moderate  bounds.     When  the  punch  came  in,  he 

"  took  up  the  bowl  and  drank  my  health  oftenta- 

**  tiouflyj   in  fuch  a  quantity,   that  it  confidcrably 

*'  advanced  my  fchemc.     I  followed  him  with  bum.- ^ 

"  pers,  as  faft  as  poffible,  and  was  myfeif  obliged  ^ 

"  to  drink  fo  much,  that  at  another  time  it  would  W 

"  have  daggered  my  own  reafon,   but  at  prefent  it 

"  did  not  aifc6]"    me.     At  length,    perceiving   him 

*'  very  far  gone,   I  watched  an  opportunity,  and  ran 

**  out  of  the  cabbin,  refolving  to  feek  proteclion  of 

*'  the  fea,  if  I  could  find  no  other:    but  heaven  was 

"  now  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  relieve  me  ^   for  in   his 

<*  attempt  to  purfue  me,  he  reeled  backwards,   and 

•"  falling  down  the  cabbin   ftairs,  he  diflocated  his 

*^  fiiouider,  and   fo  ^bruifed   himfelf,    that  I  was  not 

*•  only  preferved  that  night  from  any  danger  of  my 

**  intended  ravifner;   but  the  accident  threw  him  into 

f'  a  fever,    v/hich  endangered  his  life,  and  whether 

"T  4  *'  h? 


t 


aSo    The  LIFE  of  Mr.  JONATHAN  Vs^ILD, 

^'  he  ever  recovered  or  no,  I  am  not  certain  j  for^ 
^^  during  his  delirious  fits,  the  eldeft  lieutenant  com- 
"  manded  the  fliip.  This  was  a  virtuous  and  a 
*'  brave  fellow,  v/ho  had  been  twenty-five  years  in 
*'  that  poll  without  being  able  to  obtain  a  fhip,  and 
**  had  feen  feveral  boys,  the  baftards  of  noblemen, 
**  put  over  his  head.  One  day,  while  the  fhip  re- 
^'  mained  under  his  command,  an  Englifh  veflel 
*'  bound  to  Cork,  pafled  by  j  myfelf  and  my  friend, 
**  who  had  formerly  lain  two  days  in  irons  on  my 
"  account,  went  on  board  this  fliip  with  the  leave 
*'  of  the  good  lieutenant,  who  made  us  fuch  prefcnts 
*'  as  he  was  able  of  provifions,  and  congratulating 
f  me  on  my  delivery  from  a  danger  to  which  none 
f*  of  the  fhip's  crew  had  been  ftrangers,  he  kindly 
ff  wished  us  both  a  fafe  voyage." 


CHAP.     VIII. 

In  which  Mrs.  Heartfree  coniinues  the  relation  of  her 

adventures. 

*'  ^  8  ^H  E  firfl:  evening  after  we  were  aboard  this 
*' .  ^X  vefTcl,  which  was  a  brigantine,  we  being  then 
"  at  no  very  great  difcance  from  the  Madeiras,  the 
f*  mofl:  violent  ftorm  arofe  from  the  north-weft,  in 
<f  which  we  prefently  loft  both  our  mafts;  and  indeed 

f'  death  now  pefented  itfelf  as  inevitable  to  us 1 

**  need  not  tell  my  Tommy  what  were  then  my 
f'  thoughts.  Our  danger  was  fo  great,  that  the  cap- 
f  tain  of  the  ihip,  a  profeiTed  atheift,  betook  him- 
^'  felf  to  prayers,  and  the  whole  crew,  abandoning 
'^  themfelves  for  loft,  fell  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs 
"  to  the  emptying  a  cafk  of  brandy,  not  one  drop  of 
*'  whichj  they  fwore,  ftiould  be  polluted  with  fait 
f  water.  1  obfcrved  here,  rny  old  friend  difpiayed 
*'  lefs  courage  than  I  expected  from  him.  He  feem- 
ff  ed  entirely  fwallowed  up  in  defpair.     But,  heaven 

*f  he 
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"  be  praiftd  !  we  were  all  at  lafl  preferved.  The 
"  llorm,  after  above  eleven  hours  continuance,  be- 
"  gan  to  abate,  and  by  degrees  enrircly  ceafed  ;  but 
*'  left  us  Hill  roiling  ac  the  mctrcy  of  the  waves,  which 
*'  carried  us  at  their  own  plcafure  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
**  a  vaft  number  of  leagues.  Our  crew  v/ere  all  dead 
**  drunk  with  the  brandy  which  they  had  taken  fuch 
'*  care  to  preferve  from  the  fea  :  but,  indeed,  had 
^*  they  been  awake,  their  labour  would  have  been  of 
*'  very  little  fervice,  as  we  had  loll  all  our  rigging  ; 
**  our  brigantine  being  reduced  to  a  naked  hulk  only. 
"  In  this  condition  we  floated  about  thirty  hours,  till 
^f  in  the  midll;  of  a  very  dark  night  we  fpied  a  light 
**  which  feeming  to  approach  us,  grew  fo  large,  that 
*«  our  Tailors  concluded  it  to  be  the  lanthorn  of  a 
*'  man  of  war  ;  but  when  we  were  cheering  ourfclves 
*'  with  the  hopes  of  our  deliverance  from  this 
"  wretched  fituation,  on  a  fudden,  to  our  great 
**  concern,  the  light  entirely  difappeared,  and  left  us 
"  in  a  defpair,  encreafed  by  the  remembrance  of  thofe 
*'  pleafing  imaginations  with  which  we  had  enter- 
"  tained  our  minds  during  its  appearance.  The  reft 
^^  of  the  night  we  palled  in  melancholy  conje6lures 
"  on  the  light  which  had  deferted  us,  which  the 
**  m.ajor  part  of  the  faiiors  concluded  to  be  a  meteor.|ft 
'*  In  this  diftrefs  we  had  one  comfort,  v/hich  was  a^ 
''  plentiful  ftore  of  provifion  ;  this  fo  fupported  the 
f^  fpirits  of  the  faiiors,  that  they  declared,  had  they 
**  but  a  fufficient  quantity  of  brandy,  they  cared  not 
*'  whether  they  faw  land  for  a  month  to  come  :  but 
*'  indeed,  we  were  much  nearer  it  than  we  imagin- 
"  ed,  as  we  perceived  at  break  of  day  j  one  of 
f'  the  mqft  knowing  of  the  crew  declared  we 
**  were  near  the  continent  of  Africa  j  but  when  we 
**  were  within  three  leagues  of  it,  a  fecond  violent 
**  ftorm  arofe  from  the  north,  fo  that  we  again  gave 
'*  over  all  hopes  of  fafety.  This  ftorm  was  nor 
*'  quite  lb  outrageous  as  the  former,  but  of  much 
?f  longer  continuance,  for  it  lafted  near  three  days ; 

'*  and 
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*'  and  drove  us  an  immenfc  number  of  leagues  to  tha 
•'  fouth.  We  were  vvichin  a  league  of  the  fhore,  ex- 
*'  peding  every  moment  our  Ihip  to  be  dafhed  to 
«^  pieces,  when  tlie  temped  ceafed  all  on  a  fuddenj 
«'  but  the  waves  ftill  continued  to  roll  like  moun- 
''  tains,  and  before  the  fea  recovered  its  calm  mo- 
*'  tion,  our  ihip  was  thrown  Co  near  the  land,  that 
"  the  captain  ordered  out  his  boat,  declaring  he  had 
<'  fcarce  any  hopes  of  faving  her  j  and  indeed  we  had 
"  not  quitted  her  many  minutes,  before  vve  faw  the 
*^'  juflice  of  his  apprehenfions  j  for  fhe  ftruck  againfl: 
**  a  rock,  and  immediately  funk.  The  behaviour  of 
^'  the  failors  on  this  occafion  very  much  affedjted  mej 
**  they  beheld  their  fnip  perifh  with  the  tendernef^ 
*f  of  a  lover  or  a  parent,  they  fpoke  of  her  as  the 
«^  fondeft  hufoand  would  of  his  wife ;  and  many  of 
*'  them,  who  feemed  to  have  no  tears  in  their  com- 
««  pofition,  Ihed  them  plentifully  at  her  finking. 
*'  The  captain  himfclf  cried  out.  Go  thy  zvay,  charm- 
*'  ing  Molly,  the  jea  never  devoured  a  lovelier  nwr- 
^^  Jel.  if  I  have  f fly  vejjelsj  1  fhall  fiever  love  another 
"  like  thee.  Poor  Jlut,  J  fhall  remember  thee  to  my 
"  dying  day, — Well,  the  boar  nov/  conveyed  us  all 
*'  fafe  to  fnore,  where  v/e  landed  wiih  very  little 

fy  difficulty.  It  was  now  about  noon,  and  the  rays 
<f  of  the  fun,  v«/hich  defcended  alm,oll  perpendicular 
"  on  our  heads,  were  extremely  hot  and  trouble- 
'^  fome.  However,  we  travelled  through  this  ex- 
"  treme  heat  about  five  miles  over  a  plain.  This 
"  brought  us  to  a  vaft  wood,  which  extended  itfelf 
'^  as  far  as  we  could  fee  both  to  the  right  and  l^ky 
"  and  feemed  to  me  to  puu  an  entire  end  to  our  pro- 
*f^  o-refs.  Here  we  decreed  to  reft  and  dine  on  the 
"  provifion  which  we  had  brought  from  the  fliip,  of 
"  which  w.e  had  fufficient  for  very  few  meals  j  our 
«'  boat  being  fo  overloaded  "with  people,  that  we  had 
«f  very  little  room  for  luggage  of  any  kind.  Oliji^;> 
"  repafl:  was  fait  pork  broiled,  which  the  keennefs  oF 
«  hupser  made  fo  delicious  to  my  companions,  that; 
^  0.  ^'  thev 
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they  fed  very  heartily  upon  it.  As  for  myfelf,  the 
fatigue  of  my  body,  and  the  vexation  of  my  mind, 
had  lb  thoroughly  vveiikened  me,  that  I  was  almoft 
entirely  deprived  of  appetite  j  and  the  utmoft  dex- 
terity of  the  moft  accomplifl-ied  French  cook  would 
have  been  ineffedlual,  had  he  endeavoured  to  tempt 
me  with  delicacies.  I  thought  myfelf  very  little 
a  gainer  by  my  late  efcape  from  the  tempeft,  by 
which  I  feemed  only  to  have  exchanged  the  ele- 
ment in  v/hich  I  was  prefently  to  die.  When  our 
company  had  fufficicntly,  and  indeed  very  plenti- 
fully, feafted  themfeives,  they  refolved  to  enter 
the  vvooci,  and  endeavour  to  pafs  it,  in  expccfla-:. 
tion  of  finding  foaie  inhabitants,  at  leaft  fome  pro- 
vifion.  We  proceeded  therefore  in  the  following 
order  :  one  mian  in  the  front  Vv^ith  a  hatchet  to 
clear  our  way,  and  two  others  followed  him  with 
guns  to  protect  the  reft  from  wild  beafts ;  then 
walked  the  reft  of  our  comipany,  and  laft  of  all  the 
captain  him.feif,  being  armed  likewife,  with  a  gun 
to  defend  us  from  any  attack  behind,  in  the  rear,  I 
think,  you  call  it.  And  thus  our  whole  company, 
being  fourteen  in  number,  travelled  on  till  night 
overtook  us,  without  feeing  any  thing  unlefs  a  few 
birds,  and  fome  very  infignificant  animals.  We 
refted  all  night  under  the  covert  of  fome  trees,  and 
indeed  we  very  little  wanted  ftieltcr  at  that  feafon, 
the  heat  in  the  day  being  the  only  inclemency  we 
had  to  combat  with  in  this  climate.  I  cannot  help 
telling  you,  my  old  friend  lay  ftill  neareft  to  me  on 
the  ground,  and  declared  lie  v/ould  be  iT:y  protec- 
tor fhould  any  of  the  fail(jrs  offer  rudenels ;  but 
I  can  acquit  them  of  any  fuch  atteinpt;  nor  was 
I  ever  aifronted  by  any  one,  miore  than  with  a 
coarle  exprefiion,  proceeding  rather  from  the 
roughnefs  and  ignorance  of  their  education,  than 
from  any  ab^indoned  principle,  or  wane  of  huma- 
nity. 

"  Ws 
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"  We  had  now  proceeded  very  little  way  on  our 
'^  next  day's  march,  when  one  of  the  Tailors  having 
"  fKipc  nimbly  up  a  hill,  with  the  afliftance  of  a 
**  fpeaking  truinpec  informed  us,  that  he  faw  a  town 
*«  a  very  little  way  off.  This  news  fo  comforted  me, 
<*  and  gave  me  fiich  ftrength,  as  well  as  fpirits,  that, 
««  with  the  help  of  my  old  friend,  and  another,  who 
*f  fulfered  me  to  lean  on  them,  I,  with  much  diffi- 
*'  culty,  aUained  the  fummit  j  but  was  fo  abfolutely 
««  overcome  in  climibing  it,  that  I  had  no  longer  fuffi- 
"  cient  ftrength  to  fupport  my  tottering  limbs,  and 
*'  was  obliged  to  lay  myfelf  again  on  the  ground  j 
*'  nor  could  they  prevail  on  me  to  undertake  defcend- 
**  ing  through  a  very  thick  wood  into  a  plain,  at  the 
'*  end  of  which  indeed  appeared  fome  houfes,  or 
"  rather  hutsj  but  at  a  much  greater  diftance  than 
*'  the  failor  had  allured  us.  The  little  way,  as  he 
"  had  called  it,  feeming  to  me  full  twenty  miles, 
**  nor  was  it,  1  believe,  much  lefs.*- 

CHAP.     IX. 

Containing  incidents  'uery  furprizing, 

f  ry^HE  captain  declared,  he  would,  without 
"  jL  ^^^^Yy  pi'oceed  to  the  town  before  himj  in 
««  which  refolution  he  was  feconded  by  all  the  crew  ; 
<«  but  when  I  could  not  be  perfuaded,  nor  was  I 
<«  able  to  travel  any  farther  before  I  had  relied  my- 
*^  felf,  my  old  friend  proteflied  he  would  not  leave 
<*  me,  but  would  ftay  behind  as  my  guard;  and, 
<f  v/hen  I  had  refrefned  myfelf  with  a  little  repofe, 
*<  he  would  attend  me  to  the  town,  which  the  cap- 
*'  tain  promifed  he  would  not  leave,  before  he  had 
<«  feen  us. 

"  They  were  no  fooner  departed  than  (having  firfl: 
«f  thanked  my  protector  for  his  care  of  me)  I  refign- 
i'  ed  myfelf  co  Qeep,  which  immediately  clofed  my 

'*  eyelids. 
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'*  eyelids,  and  would  probably  have  detained  me 
**  very  long  in  his  gentle  dominion,  had  I  not  been 
*'  awaked  with  a  fqueeze  by  the  hand  by  my  guard  ; 
"  which  I  at  firft  thought  intended  to  alarm  me  witii 
''  the  danger  of  Tome  wild  beafl:  j  but  I  foon  per- 
**  ceived  it  arofe  from  a  fofter  motive,  and  that  a 
"  gentle  fwain  was  the  only  wild  beaft  I  had  to  ap- 
**  prehend.  He  began  now  to  difclofe  his  palfioii 
"  in  the  ftrongefl:  manner  imaginable,  indeed  with  a 
*'  warmth  rather  beyond  that  of  both  my  former 
**  lovers  ;  but  as  yet  without  any  attempt  of  abfo- 
**  luce  force.  On  my  fide  remonflrances  were  made 
'*  in  more  bitter  exclamations  and  revilings  than  I 
'*  had  ufed  to  any,  that  villain  Wild  excepted.  I 
*'  told  him,  he  was  the  bafeft  and  mofi:  treacherous 
**  wretch  alive;  that  his  having  cloked  his  iniqui- 
'*  tous  defigns  under  the  appearance  of  virtue  and . 
"  friendfhip,  added  an  ineffable  degree  of  horror  to 
**  themi  that  I  detefted  him  of  all  mankind  the  moil^^ 
"  and,  could  I  be  brought  to  yield  to  prollirution, 
"  he  Ihould  be  the  hft  to  enjoy  the  ruins  of  my  ho- 
**  nour.  He  fufFcred  himfelf  not  to  be  provoked  by 
*'  this  language,  but  only  changed  his  m.etiiod  of 
'"  folicitation  from  flattery  to  bribery.  He  unrips 
"  the  lining  of  his  waiftcoat,  and  pulled  forth  feveral 
''jewels;  thefe,  he  faid,  he  had  preferved  from  in- 
*■'  finite  danger  to  the  happieft  purpofe,  if  I  could 
**  be  won  by  them.  I  rejeded  them  often  with  the 
"  utmoft  indignation,  till  at  lad,  calling  my  eye, 
**  rather  by  accident  than  defign,  on  a  diamond 
*'  necklace,  a  thought,  like-lightning,  ilvot  through 
"  my  mind,  and,  in  an  inftanr,  I  remembered,  than 
*'  this  was  the  very  necklace  you  had  fold  the  curfed 
**  Count,  the  caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes.  The 
^*  confufion  of  ideas,  into  v/hich  this  furprize  hur-i 
'*  ried  me,  prevented  my  refietling  on  the  villain 
"  who  then  ftood  before  me  ;  but  the  firft  recollec- 
**  tion  prefently  told  me,  it  could  be  no  other  than 
"•the  Count  himfeif,  the  wicked  tool  of  Wild's  bar- 

**  barirv. 
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**  baricy.  Good  heax^ens !  what  was  then  my  con- 
"  dition!  How  (hall  I  defcribe  the  tnmult  of  pafljon:; 
"  which  then  laboured  in  my  breaft !  However,  as  I 
<*  was  happily  unknown  to  him,  the  leafl:  fufpicion 
<*  on  his  tide  was  altogether  impolTible.  He  irn- 
*«  puted,  therefore^  the  eagernefs  with  which  I  gazed 
**  on  the  jewels,  to  a  very  wrong  caufe,  and  endea- 
*f  vourefi  to  put  as  much  additional  fofcnefs  into  his 
"  countenance  as  he  was  able.  My  fears  were  a  littlt 
'*  quiettd,  and  I  -.vas  refolved  to  be  very  liberal  of 
**  promiii^s,  and  hoped  fo  thoroughly  to  perfuade 
"  him  of  my  venality,  that  he  might,  without  ant 
**  doubt,  be  drawn  in  to  wait  the  captain  and  crew's 
*'  return,  who  would,  I  was  very  certain,  not  onl^ 
*'  preferve  me  from  his  violence,  but  fecure  the  re- 
''  ftoration  of  what  you  had  been  fo  cruelly  robbed 
"  of.  But,  alas  !  I  was  miftaken."  Mrs.  Heortfre^ 
again  perceiving  fymptoms  of  the  iitmoft  difquic' 
rude  in  her  hufband's  countenance,  cried  out:  ^^  My 
*<  dear,  don't  you  apprehend  any  harm. —  But,  tt> 
<f  deliver  you  as  foon  as  pofTible  from  your  anxiety. 
<«  — When  he  perceived  1  declined  the  warmth 
*f  of  his  addreffes,  he  begged  me  to  confider  ;  he 
<^  changed  at  once  his  voice  and  features,  and,  in 
«^  a  very  different  tone  from  what  he  had  hitherto 
"  aifected,  he  fwore  I  fhould  not  deceive  him  as  I 
*'  had  tr.c  captain  ;  that  fortune  had  kindly  thrown 
"  an  op^>ortunity  in  his  v*^ay,  which  he  was  refolved 
*'  not  roolifhly  tolofe  J  and  concluded  with  a  violent 
*'  oath,  that  he  was  determined  to  enjoy  me  that 
*'  momf^nt  j  and,  therefore,  I  knew  the  confequencS 
"  of  refiftance.  He  then  caught  me  in  his  arms', 
*^  and  began  fuch  rude  attempts,  that  I  fcreamied 
*f  out  with  all  the  force  I  could,  tho'  I  had  fo  little 
«<  hopes  of  being  relcued,  when  there  fuddenly  rufh- 
*^  ed  forth  from  a  thicker,  a  creature,  which,  at  his 
"  nrft  appearance,  and  in  the  hurry  of  fpirits  I  then 
"  wiis,  I  did  not  take  for  a  man ;  but  indeed  had  he 
«'  been  the  iicrceft  of  wild  beafts,  I  (liould  have  re*- 

"joiced 
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**  joiced  at  his  devouring  us  both.  I  fcarce  perceiv- 
"  ed  he  had  a  mudcet  in  his  hand,  before  he  ftrucic 
'*  my  ravifner  fuch  a  blow  with  it,  that  he  felled  liiin 
*'  at  my  feet.  He  then  advanced  with  a  gentle  air 
*'  towards  me,  and  told  me  in  French,  he  was  ex- 
*^  tremely  glad  he  had  been  luckily  prefent  to  my 
**  afllftance.  He  was  naked,  except  his  middle  and 
*'  his  feet  J  if  I  can  call  a  body  fo,  which  v/as  covered 
*'  with  hair  almofl:  equal  to  any  beaft  whatever.  In- 
**  deed,  his  appearance  was  fo  horrid  in  my  eyes,  that 
,*'  the  friendfhip  he  had  fhewn  me,  as  well  as  his 
*'  courteous  behaviour,  could  not  entirely  remove 
*'  the  dread  I  had  conceived  from  his  figure.  I  be- 
**  lieve  he  faw  this  very  vifiblyj  for  he  begged  mc 
'^  not  to  be  frightened,  fince,  whatever  accident  had 
**  brought  me  thither,  I  fhould  have  reafon  to  thank 
*'  heaven  for  meeting  him,  at  whofe  hands  I  might 
"  aflure  myfelf  of  the  utmoft  civility  and  protedion, 
"  In  the  midil  of  all  this  confternation,  I  had  fpirics 
*'  enough  to  take  up  the  calket  of  jewels,  v/hich  the 
**  villain,  in  falling,  had  dropped  out  of  his  hands, 
"  and  conveyed  it  into  my  pocket.  My  deliverer 
*'  telling  me,  that  I  feemed  extremely  weak  and 
*'  faint,  defired  me  to  refrcfn  myfelf  at  his  little  hur, 
<*  v/hich,  h.e  faid,  was  hard  by.  If  his  demeanour 
*'  had  been  lefs  kind  and  obliging,  my  defperate 
*'  fuuation  mufc  have  lent  m.e  confidence;  for  fure 
'^  the  alternative  could  not  be  doubtful,  whether  I 
"  fhould  rather  truu:  this  man,  v/ho,  notv.'ithftand- 
"  ing  his  favage  ouclide,  expreffed  fo  much  devotion 
"  to  ferve  me,  which  at  lead  I  was  not  certain  of 
*'  the  falfehood  of,  or  iljould  abide  with  one  whom 
"  I  fo  perfe6lly  wrii  knew  to  be  an  accompliiljcd 
"  villain.  ],  tlierefore,  committed  myfelf  to  his 
*f  guidance,  though  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  and  beg- 
"  gtd  him  to  have  compallion  on  my  innocence, 
*^  which  was  abfolu.cly  in  his  power.  He  faid,  rhe 
f'  treatm.ent  he  had  been  Vw'icnefs  of,  which,  he  lup- 
*'  pofed,  was  from  one,  who  had  broken  his  trull: 

*'  tovv'ards 
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**  toxcaf^s  me,  iViiKctently  jurt^J^e.• 
**  b«t  begged  me  to  dry  my  eye j.  .  ^  a 
**  ibon  convince  mc,  th^t  I  w&s  wkh  a  man  of  dif* 
**  (erent  lentin^ent«.  This  kii;<5  accents  which  ac» 
"  comr>an»ed  thel'e  word$>  gave  i«e  Jbme  com(brt, 
**  xx  hich  was  afllKted  by  th«  re{x>l9edon  of  our  Jew- 
"'  "^  an  accUenr,  tWngly  lavouring  of  the 
don  of  provi<i;eiice  in  my  favour, 
*"*  We  left  the  viUatn  weltering  in  his  bloody 
**  iht?i?gh  beginning  to  recover  a  little  motion^  and 
**  w  Ask<:xl  together  &>  his  hut,  or  rather  cave  j  for  it 
**  w3is  under  ground,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  i  the  fitu- 
**  ation  was  very  plea^t»  and,  from  its  mouth,  we 
«*  over!<x>ked  a  large  plain,  and  the  town  I  had  b^ 
**  lore  feen.  As  foon  as  I  entered  it,  he  dcifired  mc 
*<  to  fit  dotea  on  a  bench  of  earth,  which  ferved  him 
**  {for  chairs,  and  then  laid  belbitt  me  fome  fruits, 
"  the  wiSd  prt^u^  <d  that  country,  one  or  two  of 
**  which  had  an  excellent  flavour.  He  likewife  pro- 
**  <5uccd  fome  baked  ftethn  a  little  refembling  that 
**  of  veaifon*  He  then  brought  forth  a  bottle  of 
«*  brandy,  which,  he  faid,  had  remained  with  him 
*<  ever  6  nee  his  fettling  there,  now  above  thirty 
**  x-ear^  j  during  all  whicn  time  he  had  never  opened 
«  ir.         .    ■       '     -  being  water  $  that  he,  had  re- 

**  ft as  a  cordial  in  ficknefs  j  but,  he 

**  thafikej  heaven,  he  had  never  yet  had  occafion 
**  fer  it.  He  then  acquainted  me,  that  he  was  a 
**  l>em^it,  that  he  had  been  formerly  caft  away  on 
««  that  coaft,  with  his  wilfe,  whom  he  dearly  loved, 
«*  but  could  not  preferve  from  perilhing  j  on  which 
**  account  he  had  inenbived  never  to  return  to  France, 
**  whic.^  was  3 js  native  country,  but  to  devote  him- 
**  feSf  lo  prayer,  and  a  holy  liftr,  placing  alt  his 
«'  hopes  in  the  bl<cl(!'ed  expedatioo  of  meeting  that 
•*  dear  wortun  agjiin  in  he*vten,  where,  he  was  con- 
*«  vinced,  Jhe  was  aow  a  faint,  and  an  interceder  for 
**  him%  He  faidj  he  had  exchanged  a  watch  with 
**  the  king  of  that  country,  whom  he  ddcribed  to 

"be 
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**  be  a  very  juft  and  good  man,  for  a  gun,  fome 
**  powder,  fhoc,  and  ball  ;  with  which  he  I'ometimes 
"  provided  hiiiifelf  food,  but  more  generally  ufcd  ic 
**  in  defending  himfelf  againft  wild  beallsj  fo  that 
"his  diet  was  chiefly  of  the  vegetable  kind.  He 
"  told  me  many  more  circumftances,  which  I  may 
*•  relate  to  you  hereafter  :  but  to  be  as  concile  as 
"  po.Tible  at  prefent,  he  at  length  greatly  comfort- 
"  ed  ir.e,  by  promifing  to  conduct  ine  to  a  fca-porr, 
*^  where  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  with 
"  fome  veffcls  trafficking  for  (laves  ;  and  whence  I 
"  might  once  more  commit  myfelf  to  that  element, 
"  which,  though  1  had  already  lufFcred  fo  much  on 
**  it,  I  muft  again  trull,  to  put  me  in  poneffion  of 
"  all  I  loved. 

*'  The  chara6ber  he  gave  me  of  the  inhabitants 
"  of  the  town  we  faw  below  us,  and   of  their  king, 
*'  made   me  defirous  of   being  condufled    thither; 
"  efpcciaiiy  as  I  very  much  wilhed  to  fee  the  captain 
**  and  failors,  who  had  behaved  very  kindly  to  me, 
"  and  wiih  v/hom,  notwithftanding  all  the  civil  be- 
"  haviour  of  the   hermit,   I  was  rather  eafier  in  my 
**  mind,   than   alone  with   this  fingle  man  ;   but  he 
"  diiTiiaded  me  greatly  from  attempting  fuch  a  walk, 
*'  till  1  had  recruited  my  fpirits  with  reit,  defiring 
"  me  to  repofe  myfeif  on  his  couch  or  bank,  faying, 
**  that  he  himfelf  would   retire  without  the  cave, 
*^  where  he  would  remain  as  my  guard.     I  accepted 
**  this  kindpropofal ,   but  it  was  long  before  I  could 
"  procure  any  Dumber :   however,  at  length,  weari- 
**  nefs  prevailed  over  miy  fears,  and  I  enjoyed  feveral 
**  hours  fleep.     When  I  awaked,  I  found  my  faith- 
"  ful  centincl  on   his  poll,  and   ready   at  my  fum- 
*'  mons.     This  behaviour   infufed  fome  confidence 
*'  into  ine,  and  I  now  repeated  my  requeft,  that  he 
*'  would  go  with  me  to  the  town  below  j    but  he  an- 
"  fwcrcd.  It  would  be  better  adviied  to  take  lom.e 
"  repaft  before  I  undertook  the  journey,  which  I 
"  ihould  find  much  longer  than  it  appeared.    I  con- 
**  fented,  and  he  fee  forth  a  greater  variety  of  fruits 
Vol.  IV.  U  "  thao 
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*  than  before,  of  which  I  eat  very  plentifully  :  my 
'  collation  being  ended,  I  renewed  the  mention  of 

*  my  walk  j   but  he  fliil  perfifted  in  diffuading  me, 

*  telling  me,  that  I  was  not  yet  ftrong  enough  j  that 

*  I  could  repofe  myfelf  no  where  with  greater  fafe- 

*  ty,  than  in  his  cavej  and  that,  for  his  parr,  he 
'  could  have  no  greater  happinefs  than  that  of  at- 
'  tending  me,  adding,  with  a  figh,  it  was  a  happi- 
'  nefs  he  fhould  envy  any  other,  more  than  all  the 

*  gifts  of  fortune.  You  may  imagine,  I  began  now 
'  to  entertain  fufpicions  j  but  he  prefently  removed 
'  all  doubt,  by  throwing  himfelf  at  my  feet,  and  ex- 
^  prefling  the  warmeit  paflion  for  me.  I  (hould  have 

*  now  funk  with  defpair,  had  he  not  accompanied 
'  thefe  profeflions  with  the  moft  vehement  protefla- 
'  lions,  that  he  would  never  offer  me  any  other 
'  force  but  that  of  entreaty,  and  that  he  would  ra- 
'  ther  die  the  moft  cruel  death  by  my  coldnefs,  than 
'  gain  the  higheft  blifs  by  becoming  the  occafion  of 
'  a  tear  of  forrow  to  thefe  bright  eyes,  which,  he 
«  faid,  were  ftars,  under  whofe  benign  influence 
'  alone,  he  could  enjoy,  or  indeed  fuffer  life."  She 

was  repeating  many  more  compliments  he  made  her, 
when  a  horrid  uproar,  which  alarmed  the  whole 
gate,  put  a  flop  to  her  narration  at  prefent.  It  is 
impofTible  for  me  to  give  the  reader  a  better  idea  of 
the  noife  which  now  arofe,  than  by  defiring  him  to 
imagine  I  had  the  hundred  tongues  the  poet  once 
wifhed  for,  and  was  vociferating  from  them  all  at 
once,  by  hollowing,  fcolding,  crying,  fwearing,  bel- 
lowing, and  in  fhorr,.  by  every  different  articulation 
which  is  within  the  fcope  of  the  human  organ. 


B 


CHAP.     X. 

yf  horrible  uproar  in  the  gate, 

U  T  however  great  an  idea  the  reader  may  hence 

conceive  of  this  uproar,  he  will  think  the  oc- 

7  cafion 
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cafion  more  than  adequate  to  it,  when  he  is  inform- 
ed, that  our  hero  (I  blufh  to  name  it),  had  difco- 
vered  an  injury  done  to  liis  honour,  and  that  in  the 
tendered  point — In  a  word,  reader  (for  thou  mult 
know  it,  though  it  give  thee  the  greateft  horror 
imaginable),  he  had  caught  Fireblood  in  the  arms  of 
his  lovely  Lasuitia. 

As  the  generous  bull  who  having  long  depaftured 
among  a  number  of  cows,  and  thence  contra6ted  an 
opinion,  that  thefe  cows  are  all  his  own  property, 
if  he  beholds  anorher  bull  beftride  a  cow  within  his 
walks,  he  roars  aloud,  and  threatens  inftant  ven- 
geance with  his  horns,  till  the  whole  parifli  are 
alarmed  with  his  bellowing:  not  with  lefs  noife,  nor 
lefs  dreadful  menaces,  did  the  fury  of  Wild  burft 
forth,  and  terrify  the  v^hole  gate.  Long  time  did 
rage  render  his  voice  inarticulate  to  the  hearer;  as 
when,  at  a  vifiting  day,  fifteen  or  fixtecn,  or  perhaps 
twice  as  many  females  of  delicatp  but  fhrill  pipes, 
ejaculate  all  at  once  on  different  fubjects,  -ill  is  found 
only,  the  harmony  entirely  melodious  indeed,  but 
conveys  no  idea  to  our  ears  :  but  at  length,  when 
reafon  began  to  get  the  better  of  his  pafTion,  which 
latter  being  deferted  by  his  breath,  began  a  little  to 
retreat,  the  following  accents  leapt  over  the  hedge  of 
his  teeth,  or  rather  the  ditch  of  his  gums,  whence 
thofe  hedgeftakes  had  long  fince  by  a  patten  been 
difplaccd  in  battle  with  an  amazon  of  Drury, 

*  " — Man  of  honour  !  doth  this  become  a  friend  ? 
'VCould  I  haveexpefled  fuch  a  breach  of  all  the  laws 
"  of  honour  from  thee,  whom  I  had  taught  to  walk 
"  in  its  paths  ?  Hadft  thou  chofen  any  other  v/ay  to 
"  injure  my  confidence,  I  could  have  forgiven  it; 
**  but  this  is  a  flab  in  the  tendered  part,  a  wound 
*^  never  to  be  healed,  an  injury  never  to  be  repaired: 
*'  for  it  is  not  only  the  iofs  of  an  agreeable  com-» 

*  The  beginning  of  this  fpeech  is  loft. 


U  2  "  panion 
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panion,  of  the  affe6lion  of  a  wife,  dearer  to  my 
foul  than  life  itfclf,  it  is  not  this  lofs  alone  I  la- 
ment :  This  lofs  is  accompanied  with  difgrace,  and 
with  dilhonour.  The  blood  of  the  Wilds,  which 
hath  run  with  fuch  uninterrupted  purity  through 
fo  many  generationsj  this  blood  is  fouled,  is  con- 
taminated :  Hence  flow  my  tears,  hence  arifes  my 
grief.  This  is  the  injury  never  to  be  redrefTed,  nor 
ever  to  be  with  honour  forgiven."  "  My —  in  a 
bandbox,"  anfwered  Fiieblood,  "  here  is  a  noife 
about  your  honour :  If  the  mifchief  done  to  your 
blood  be  all  you  complain  of,  I  am  fureyou  com- 
plain of  nothing  ;  for  my  blood  is  as  good  as 
yours."  "  You  have  no  conception,"  replied  Wild, 
of  the  tendernefs  of  honour  j  you  know  not  how 
nice  and  delicate  it  is  in  both  fexes  j  fo  delicate, 
that  the  leail  breath  of  air  which  rudely  blows  on 
it,  deftroys  it."  "  I  will  prove  from  your  own 
words,"  fays  Fireblood,  "  I  have  not  wronged 
your  honour.  Have  you  not  often  told  me,  that 
the  honour  of  a  man  confided  in  receiving  no 
alfront  from  his  own  fex,  and  that  of  a  woman  in 
receiving  no  kindnefs  from  ours.  Now,  Sir,  if  I 
have  given  you  no  affront,  how  have  I  injured 
your  honour  ?"  ^'  But  doth  not  every  thing,"  cried 
Wild,  "  of  the  wife  belong  to  the  hufband  ?  A  mar- 
'  ried  man,  therefore,  hath  his  wife's  honour  as 
'  well  as  his  own,  and  by  injuring  hers,  you  injure 
'  his.  Hov/  cruelly  you  have  hurt  me  in  this  ten- 
'  der  part,  I  need  not  repeat  j  the  whole  gate  knows 
'  it,  and  the  world  fliall.  I  will  apply  to  Dodors 
'  Commons  for  my  redrefs  againft  her,  1  will  (hake 
'  off  as  much  of  m.y  difnonour  as  I  can,  by  parting 

*  with  her  ;  and  as  for  you,  expe£l  to  hear  of  me  in 
f  Wefiminfter-hallj  the  modern  method  of  repair- 
'  ing  thefe  breaches,  and  of  refenting  this  affront." 
«  D — n  your  eyes,"  cries  Fireblood,  "  I  fear  you 
'  not,  nor  do  I  believe  a  word  you  fay."     "  Nay, 

*  if  you  affront  me  perfonally,"  fays  Wild,  "  an- 

"  other 
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*'  other  lore  of  refentment  is  prefcribed."  Ac  which 
word,  advancing  to  Fireblood,  he  prefented  him 
with  a  box  on  the  ear,  which  the  youth  immediarely 
returned,  and  now  our  hero  and  his  friend  fell  to 
boxing,  though  with  fome  difficulty,  both  being  in- 
cumbered with  the  chains  which  they  wore  between 
their  legs :  A  few  blows  pafTed  on  both  fides,  before 
the  gentlemen,  who  tlood  by,  ftept  in  and  parted 
the  combatants;  and  now  both  parties  having  whif- 
pered  each  other,  that,  if  they  outlived  the  enfuing 
fefTions,  and  efcaped  the  tree,  the  one  fiiould  give, 
and  the  other  fiiould  receive  fatisfaflion  n  fingle 
combat,  they  feparated,  and  the  gate  foon  recovered 
its  former  tranquillity. 

Mrs.  Heartfree  v/as  then  defired  by  the  juflice 
and  her  hufband  both,  to  conclude  her  Itory,  which 
Ihe  did  in  the  words  of  the  next  chapter. 

C  H  A  P.     XI. 

^he  condufion  of  Mrs,  Heartfree'j  adventures. 

"  ¥  F  I  midake  not,  I  was  interrupted  juft  as  I  was 
'*  A  beginning  to  repeat  fome  of  the  compliments 
"  made  me  by  the  hermit" — "  Juft  as  you  had 
"  finifhed  them,  I  believe,  madam,"  faid  thejuftice. 
•'  Very  well.  Sir,"  faid  fiie,  *'  I  am  fure  I  have  no 
''  pleafure  in  the  repetition.  He  concluded  then 
**  with  telling  me,  though  I  was,  in  his  eyes,  the 
*^  mofl  charming  woman  in  the  world,  and  might 
*'  tempt  a  faint  to  abandon  the  ways  of  holinefs,  yet 
^f  my  beauty  infpired  him  with  a  much  tenderer  affec- 
''  tion  tovvards  me.  than  to  purchafe  any  i'acisfadion 
"  of  his  own  defires  with  my  mifery;  if  therefore  I 
^'  could  be  fo  cruel  to  him,  to  rejefl  his  honed  and 
'^  fmcere  addrefs,  nor  could  fubmit  to  a  folitary  life 
'^  with  one,  who  would  endeavour,  by  all  polTible 
*'  means,  to  make  me  happy,  I  had  no  force  to  dread  j 
"  for  that  I  was  as  much  at  my  liberty,  as  if  I  was 

U  3  '  "in 
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in  France,  or  England,  or  any  other  free  country. 
I  repulfed  him  with  the  fame  civility,  with  which 
he  advanced  ;  and  told  him,  that  as  he  profefTed 
great  regard  to  religion,  I  was  convinced  he  would 
ceafe  from  all  farther  foiicitation,  when  I  informed 
him,  that  if  I  had  no  other  objeftion,  my  own 
innocence  would  not  admit  of  my  hearing  hinri 

on   this  fubjetft,  for  that  I  was  married. He 

darted  a  little  at  that  word,  and  was  for  fome  time 
fjlent  ;  but  at  length  recovering  himfelf,  he  began 
to  urge  the  uncertainty  of  my  hufband's  being 
alive,  and  the  probability  of  the  contrary  ;  he 
then  fpoke  of  marriage  as  of  a  civil  policy  only  ; 
on  which  head  he  urged  many  arguments  not  worth 
repeating,  and  was  growing  fo  very  eager  and  im- 
portunate, that  I  know  not  whither  his  paffion 
might  have  hurried  him,  had  not  three  of  the  fai- 
lors  well  armed,  appeared  at  that  inflant  in  fight 
of  the  cave.  I  no  fooner  faw  them,  than,  exult- 
ing with  the  utmoil:  inward  joy,  I  told  him  my 
companions  vvere  come  for  me,  and  that  I  muft 
now  take  my  leave  of  him  ;  affuring  him,  that  I 
would  always  remember,  with  the  moft  grateful 
acknowledgment,  the  favours  I  had  received  at 
his  hands.  He  fetched  a  very  heavy  figh,  and, 
fqueezing  me  tenderly  by  the  hand,  he  faluted 
my  lips  with  a  little  more  eagernefs  than  the  Eu- 
ropean falutations  admit  of;  and  told  me,  he 
ihouid  likewife  rernem.ber  my  arrival  at  his  cave 
to  the  laft  day  of  his  life;  adding — O  that  he 
could  there  fpend  the  whole  in   the  company  of 

one,   whofe  bright  eyes  had  kindled ;    but  I 

know  you  will  think.  Sir,  that  we  women  love  to 
repeat  the  compliments  made  us,  I  will  therefore 
omit  them.  In  a  word,  the  failors  being  now  ar- 
rived, I  quitted  him,  with  fome  companion  for 
the  reluctance  with  which  he  parted  from  me,  and 
went  forward  with  my  companions. 
^'  We  had  proceeded  but  a  very  few  paces  before 

**  one  of  the  failors  laid  to  his  comrades :  D n 

"  me. 
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"  me.  Jack,  who  knows  whether  yon  fellow  hath 
"  not  fome  good  flip  in  his  cave  ;  I  innocently  an- 
**  fwered,  the  poor  wretch  had  only  one  bottle  of 

"  brandy. Hath    he    lb,  cries    the   failor  'Fore 

"  George  we  will  tafte  it; — and,  fu  faying,  they  im- 
"  mediately  returned  back,  and  myfelf  with  them. 
"  We  found  the  poor  man  proftrate  on  the  ground, 
**  expreffing  all  the  fymptoms  of  mifcry  and  lament- 
*^  ation.  I  told  him  in  French  (for  the  failors  could 
"  not  fpeak  that  language),  what  they  wanted. — He 
"  pointed  to  the  place  where  the  bottle  was  depofic- 
"  ed,  faying,  they  were  welcome  to  that,  and  what- 
*'  ever  elfc  he  had;  and  added,  he  cared  not  if  they 
"  took  his  life  alfo.  The  failors  fcarched  the  whole 
"  cave,  where  finding  nothing  more  which  they 
"  deemed  worth  their  taking,  they  walked  off  with 
*'  the  bottle,  and  immediately  emptying  it,  without 
"  offering  me  a  drop,  they  proceeded  with  me  to- 
*'  wards  the  town. 

**  In  our  way,  I  obferved  one  whifper  another, 
"  while  he  kept  his  eye  ftedfaftly  fixed  on  me.  This 
"  gave  me  fome  uneafmefs ;  but  the  other  anfwered, 
"  No,  d — n  nrie,  the  captain  will  never  forgive  us  : 
**  Befides,  we  have  enough  of  it  among  the  black 
"  women,  and,  in  my  mind,  one  colour  is  as  good 
"  as  another.  This  was  enough  to  give  me  violent 
"  apprehenfions  j  but  I  heard  no  more  of  that  kind, 
"  till  we  came  to  the  town,  where,  in  about  fix 
"  hours,  I  arrived  in  fafety. 

"  As  foon  as  I  came  to  the  captain,  he  enquired 
**  what  was  become  of  my  friend,  meaning  the  vil- 
"  lanous  count.  When  he  was  informed  by  me  of 
"  what  had  happened,  he  wiHied  me  heartily  joy  of 
"  my  delivery,  and,  exprciTing  the  utmoft  abhor- 
"  renceof  fuch  bafenefs,  fwore,  if  ever  he  met  him, 
"  he  would  cut  his  throat ;  but  indeed  we  both  con- 
"  eluded,  that  he  had  died  of  the  blow  which  the 
"  hermit  had  given  him. 

U    4.  "I  WAS 
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"  I  WAS  now  introduced  to  the  chief  mao-iftrate 
*'  of  this  country,  who  was  defirous  of  feeing  me, 
"  I  will  give  you  a  (hort  defcripcion  of  hiin:  He  was 
"  chofen  (as  is  the  cuftonn  there)  for  his  fuperior 
*'  bravery  and  wil'dom.  His  power  is  entirely  ab- 
*' folute  during  his  continuance;  but,  on  the  firft 
"  deviation  from  equity  and  jurtice,  he  is  liable  to 
*'  be  depofed,  and  punifhed  by  the  people,  the  el- 
"  ders  of  whom,  once  a  year,  aflemble,  to  exainine 
*'  into  his  condudr.  Befidcs  the  danger  which  thefe 
**  examinations,  which  are  very  ilriil,  expofe  him 
*'  to,  his  office  is  of  fuch  care  and  trouble,  that  no- 
*'  thing  but  that  reliefs  love  of  power,  i'o  predomi- 
*'  nant  in  the  mind  of  man,  could  make  it  the  obje(5l 
*'  of  defire  ;  for  he  is  indeed  the  only  (lave  of  all  the 
*'  natives  of  this  country.  He  is  obliged,  in  time  of 
"  peace,  to  hear  the  complaint  of  every  pcrfon  in  his 
*'  dominions,  and  to  render  him  juftice.  For  which 
*'  purpofe  every  one  may  demand  an  audience  of  him, 
*'  unlefs  during  the  hour  which  he  is  allowed  for  din- 
"  ner,  when  he  fits  alone  at  the  table,  and  is  attcnd- 
"  ed,  in  the  mod  pubiick  manner,  with  more  than 
*^  European  ceremony.  This  is  done  to  create  an 
"  av^e  and  refpect  towards  him  in  the  eye  of  the 
*'  vulgar;  bur,  left  it  Ihould  elevate  him  too  much 
*'  in  his  own  opinion,  in  order  to  his  humiliation, 
**  he  receives  every  evening  in  private,  from  a  kind. 
*'  of  beadle,  a  gentle  kick  on  his  poderiors  ;  befides 
*^  which,  he  wears  a  ring  in  his  nofe,  fomewhat  re- 
*'  femibling  that  we  ring  our  pigs  with,  and  a  chain 
*'  round  his  neck,  not  unlike  that  worn  by  our  al- 
"  dermen  ;  both  which,  I  fuppofe,  to  be  emblema- 
*'  tical,  but  heard  not  the  reafons  of  either  affigned. 
**  There  are  many  more  particularities  among  thefe 
*'  people,  which,  when  I  have  an  opportunity,  I  may 
*■'  relate  to  you.  The  fecond  day  after  my  return 
**  from  court,  one  of  his  officers,  whom  they  call 
*•'  ScHACH  PiMPACH,  waited  upon  me,  and,  by  a 
"  French  interpreter  who  lives  here,  informed  me, 

**  thac 
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*'  that  the  chief  magiftrate  liked  my  perfon,  and  of- 
**  fercd  me  an  immenfe  preicnt,  if  I  would  fuffer 
"  him  to  enjoy  it  (this  is,  it  fcems,  their  common 
"  form  of  making  love).  I  rejefled  the  prefcnt, 
"  and  never  heard  any  further  foliciuation  ;  for,  as 
*'  it  is  no  (hame  for  women  here  to  confent  at  the 
"  firft  propofcil,  fo  they  never  receive  a  fecond. 

"  I  HAD  refided  in  this  town  a  week,  when  the 
*'  captam  informed  me,  that  a  number  of  flaves, 
*'  who  had  been  taken  captives  in  war,  were  to  be 
*'  guarded  to  the  fea-fide,  where  they  v/ere  to  be  fold 
*'  ro  the  merchants,  who  traded  in  them  to  America; 
**  that  if  I  would  embrace  this  opportunity,  I  might 
*'  affure  myfelf  of  finding  a  paflage  to  America,  and 
"  thence  to  England  ;  acquainting  me  at  the  fame 
"  time,  that  he  himfelf  intended  to  2;o  with  them.  I 
*••  readily  agreed  to  accompany  him.  The  chief; 
"  being  advertifed  of  our  deHgns,  fent  for  us  both  to 
"  court,  and,  without  mentioning  a  word  of  love  to 
**  me,  having  prefented  me  with  a  very  rich  jewel, 
*'  of  lefs  value,  he  faid,  than  my  cnatlity,  took  a 
"  very  civil  leave,  recommending  me  to  the  care  of 
"  heaven,  and  ordering  us  a  large  fupply  of  pro- 
*'  vifions  for  our  journey. 

"  We  were  provided  with  mules  for  ourfelves, 
"  and  what  we  carried  with  us,  and,  in  nine  days, 
"  reached  the  fe:i  fhore,  where  we  found  an  Englifli 
"  vefill  ready  to  receive  both  us  and  the  flaves.  We 
^'  went  aboard  it,  and  failed  the  next  day  with  a  fair 
**  wind  for  New  England,  where  I  hoped  to  get  an 
"  immediate  pafiTage  to  the  Old  :  But  Providence 
"  was  kinder  than  my  expectation  j  for  the  third 
*'  day  after  we  were  at  fea,  we  met  an  Englifh  man 
*'  of  war  homeward  bound  i  the  captain  of  it  was  a 
*'  very  good-natured  man,  and  agreed  to  take  me 
"  on  board.  I  accordingly  took  my  leave  of  my 
*■'-  old  friend  the  mailer  of  the  fhipwrecked  vefiel, 
*•'  who  went  on  to  New  England,  whence  he  intend- 
*'  ed  to  pafs  to  Jamaica,  where  his  owners  lived.     I 

"  was 
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*',  was  now  treated  with  great  civility,  had  a  little 
*'  cabbin  afiigned  me,  and  dined  every  day  at  the 
"  captain's  tabic,  who  was  indeed  a  very  gallant 
*'  man,  and,  at  tirlt,  made  me  a  tender  of  his  afFec- 
"  tions  i  but,  when  he  found  me  refolutely  bent  to 
**  preferve  myfelf  pure  and  entire  for  the  beft  of 
"  hufbands,  iie  grew  cooler  in  his  addrefTes,  and 
*'  loon  behaved  in  a  manner  very  pleafing  to  me, 
•*  regarding  my  fex  only  fo  far  as  to  pay  me  a  de- 
•'  ference,  which  is  very  agreeable  to  us  all. 

*'  To  conclude  my  ftory  j  I  met  with  no  adven- 
''  ture  in  this  pafinge  at  all  worth  relating,  till  my 
'*  landing  at  Gravefend,  whence  the  captain  brought 
«'  me  in  his  own  boat  to  the  Tower.  In  a  fhort  hour 
*'  after  my  arrival  we  had  that  meeting,  which, 
<*  however  dreadful  at  firlV,  will,  I  now  hope,  by 
•*  the  good  offices  of  the  belt  of  men,  whom  heaven 
*'  for  ever  blefs,  end  in  our  perfedt  happinefs,  and 
«*  be  a  ftrong  inftance  of  what  I  am  perfuaded  is  the 
"  furefl:  truth,    that    providence  will,    sooner 

**  OR  LATER,  PROCURE  THE  FELICITY  OF  THE  VIR- 
«'  TUOUS   AND  INNOCENT." 

Mrs.  Heartfree  thus  ended  her  fpeech,  having  be- 
fore delivered  to  her  hufband  the  jewels,  which  the 
count  had  robbed  him  of,  and  that  prefented  her  by 
the  African  chief,  which  laft  was  of  immenfe  value. 
The  good  magirtrate  was  fenfibly  touched  at  her  nar- 
rative, as  well  on  the  confideration  of  the  fufterings 
fhe  had  herfelfundcrgone,  as  for  thofe  of  her  hufband, 
which  he  had  himfelf  been  innocently  the  inftrument 
of  bringing  upon  him.  That  worthy  man,  however, 
much  rejoiced  in  what  he  had  already  done  for  his 
prefcrvation,  and  promifed  to  labour  with  his  ut- 
moft  intereft  and  induftry,  to  procure  the  abfolute 
pardon,  rather  of  his  fentence,  than  of  his  guilt, 
which,  he  now  plainly  difcovered,  was  a  barbarous 
snd  falfc  imputation, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  xn. 

The  hiftory  returns  to  the  contemplation  of  Greatness. 

BUT  we  have  already  perhaps  detained  our  reader 
too  long  in  this  relation,  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  our  hero,  who  daily  gave  the  moft  exalted 
proofs  of  greatnefs,  in  cajoling  the  Frigs^  and  in  ex- 
aftions  on  the  debtors  s  which  latter  now  grew  fo 
great,  ;.  e.  corrupted  in  their  morals,  that  they  fpokc 
with  the  utmofb  contempt  of  v;hat  the  vulgar  call 
Honefly.  The  greateft  charafler  among  them  was 
that  of  a  Pickpocket,  or,  in  truer  language,  a  File; 
and  the  only  cenfure  Ayas  want  of  dexterity.  As  to 
virtue,  goodnefs,  and  fuch  like,  they  were  the  cb- 
jcifts  of  mirth  and  derifion,  and  all  Newgate  was  a 
complete  coUeflion  of  Vrigs.^  every  man  being  de- 
firous  to  pick  his  neighbour's  pocket,  and  every 
one  was  as  fenfible  that  his  neighbour  was  as  ready 
to  pick  his;  fo  that  (which  is  almofl:  incredible)  as 
great  roguery  was  daily  committed  within  the  walls 
of  Newgate  as  without. 

The  glory  refulting  from  thefe  a6lions  of  Wild 
probably  animated  the  envy  of  his  enemies  againft 
him.  The  day  of  his  trial  now  approached;  for 
which,  as  Socrates  did,  he  prepared  himfelf;  but 
not  weakly  and  fooiillily,  like  that  philofopher,  with 
patience  and  refignation  ;  but  with  a  good  number 
of  falle  witneflfes.  However,  as  fuccefs  is  not  al- 
ways proportioned  to  the  wifdom  of  him  who  endea- 
vours to  attain  it;  fo  are  we  more  forry  than  alhamed 
to  relate,  that  our  herowas,  notwithftanding  his  ut- 
moft  caution  and  prudence,  convicted,  and  fentenced 
to  a  death,  which,  when  we  confidcr  not  only  the 
great  men  who  have  fuffered  ic,  but  the  much  larger 
number  of  thofe,  whofe  highed  honour  it  hath  been 
to  merit  it,  we  cannot  call  otherwife  than  Honour- 
able. 
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able.  Indeed  thole,  who  have  unluckily  miffed  it, 
feem  all  their  days  to  have  laboured  in  vain  to  at- 
tain an  end,  which  Fortune,  for  reafons  only  known 
to  herlelF,  hath  thought  proper  to  deny  them.  With- 
out any  farther  preface  then,  our  hero  was  fentenced 
to  be  hanged  by  the  neck :  But  whatever  was  to  be 
now  his  fate,  he  might  confole  himfelf  that  he  had 
perpetrated  what 

Ni:C  Judicis  irdj  nee  ig?nSj 


Nee  poierit  ferrumy  nee  edax  aholere  vetufins^ 

For  my  own  part,  I  confefs,  I  look  on  this  death  of 
Hanging  to  be  as  proper  for  a  PIcro  as  any  other; 
and  I  folemnly  declare,  that  had  A'exander  the  Great 
been  hanged,  it  would  not  in  the  leaft  have  dimi- 
niflied  my  refped:  to  his  memory.  Provided  a  hero 
in  his  life  doth  but  execute  a  fufficienc  quantity  of 
inifchief;;  provided  he  be  but  well  and  heartily  curf- 
ed  by  the  widow,  the  orphan,  the  poor,  and  the  op- 
prefled  (the  fole  rewaids,  as  many  authors  have  bit- 
terly lamented  both  in  profe  and  verle,  of  greatnels, 
i.  e.  Pri^gifm)^  I  think  it  avails  little  of  what  nature 
his  death  be,  whether  it  be  by  the  axe,  the  haiter,  or 
thefword.  Such  names  will  be  always  fure  of  living 
to  porterity,  and  of  enjoying  that  fame  which  they 
fo  gioric^ufly  and  eagerly  coveted  s  for,  according  to 
a  Great  Dramatic  Poet, 

Ff.me 


Not  more  furviues  from  good  than  evil  deeds, 
^y  ajpiring  yculh  ikat  fir'd  th^  Ephefian  domey 
Outlives  in  J  time  the  pious  fool  who  rais'd  it. 

Our  hero  nov/  fufpefted  that  the  malice  of  his 
enemies  would  overpower  him.  He,  therefore, 
betook  himfelf  ro  that  true  fupport  of  greatnefs  in 
afBiiftion,  a  bottle  j  by  means  of  which  he  was  en- 
abled to  curfc,  and  ivvear,  and  bully,  and  brave  his 

fate. 
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fate.  Other  comfort  indeed  he  had  not  much  j  for 
not  a  fingle  friend  ever  came  near  him.  His  wife, 
whofe  trial  was  deferred  to  the  next  fcflions,  vifited 
him  but  once,  when  (he  plagued,  tormented,  and 
upbraided  him  fo  cruelly,  that  he  forbad  tlie  keeper 
ever  to  admit  her  again.  The  Ordinary  oi'  New- 
gate had  frequent  conferences  wirh  him,  and  greatly 
would  it  embellifh  our  hiltory,  could  we  record  all 
which  that  good  man  delivered  on  thefe  occafions  j 
but  unhappily  we  could  procure  only  the  fubliance 
of  a  fingle  conference,  which  was  taken  down  in 
fhort  hand  by  one  who  overheard  it.  We  fhall 
tranfcribe  it,  therefore,  exadiy  in  the  fame  form  and 
words  we  received  it  j  nor  can  we  help  regarding 
it  as  one  of  the  moft  curious  pieces,  which  either 
ancient  or  modern  hiftory  hath  recorded. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

A  dialogue  between  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  Mr, 
Jonathan  Wild  the.  Great  :  in  which  the  fubjeuis  of 
deaths  immortality^  and  other  grave  m.^tters,  are  very 
learnedly  handled  by  the  former. 

Ordinary. 

^  OOD  morrow  to  you,  Sir  j  I  hope  you  reftcd 
well  laft  night. 

Jonathan.   D n'd  ill.  Sir.     I  dream.t  fo  con-- 

foundedly  of  hanging,  that  it  difturbed  my  fleep. 

Ordinary.  Fie  upon  it.  You  Ihould  be  more 
refigned.  I  wifh  you  would  make  a  little  better  ufe 
of  thofe  inftruclions  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
inculcate  into  you,  and  particularly  laft  Sunday,  and 
from  thefe  words  :  Thofe  who  do  evil  fhall  go  into 
everlaftingfirej  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  I 
undertook  to  fhew  you  firft,  what  is  meant  by 
EVERLASTING  FIRE;  and,  fccondly,  who  were  THE 
DEVIL  AND  HIS  ANGELS.     I  then  proceeded  to  draw 

fome 
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fome  inferences  from  the  whole*;  in  which  I  am 
mightily  deceived,  if  I  did  not  convince  you,  that 
you  yourfelf  was  one  of  thofe  angels  i  and,  confe- 
quently,  n^uft  expedt  everlasting  fire  to  be  your 
portion  in  the  other  world. 

Jonathan.  Faith,  Do6lor,  I  remember  very 
little  of  your  inferences  j  for  I  fell  afleep  foon  after 
your  naming  the  text :  But  did  you  preach  this 
doctrine  then,  or  do  you  repeat  it  now,  in  order  to 
comfort  me  ? 

Ordinary.  I  do  it,  in  order  to  bring  you  to  a 
true  fenfe  of  your  manifold  fins,  and,  by  that  means, 
to  induce  you  to  repentance.  Indeed,  had  I  the  elo- 
quence of  Cicero,  or  of  Tully,  it  would  not  be  fufH- 
cient  to  defcribe  the  pains  of  hell,  or  the  joys  of  hea- 
ven. The  utmoft  that  we  are  taught  is,  that  ear  hath 
not  heardy  nor  can  heart  conceive.  Who  then  would, 
for  the  pitiful  confideration  of  the  riches  and  plcafures 
of  this  world,  forfeit  fuch  ineftimable  happinefs  ! 
Such  joys  !  Such  pleafures  !  Such  delights  !  Or  who 
would  run  the  venture  of  fuch  mifery,  which,  but 
to  think  on,  fliocks  the  human  underftanding  !  Who, 
in  his  fenfes,  then,  would  prefer  the  latter  to  the  for- 
mer? 

Jonathan.  Ay,  who  indeed !  I  afiure  you, 
Dodor,  I  had  much  rather  be  happy  than  miferable. 
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•  He  pronounced  this  word  Hull,  and  perhaps  would  have 
fpelt  it  fo. 

t  This  part  was  fo  blotted  that  it  was  illegible. 

Ordinary. 
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Ordinary.  Nothing  can  be  plainer.     St.     *     * 

*******     *      ****iit* 

*  **«■**«         -*         *****        It 
**         *         **•»******»* 

***********        **         * 

**********5^  *** 

•»        *       *        *        ;it        *       *         •*         ****** 
*******         *         *         ***** 

Jo^rATHA^r.  *********  if 
once  convinced     ********** 

*  no  man  **•**«**     lives  of    *     * 
«»********«*    whereas 

fure  the  clergy      *     *     *     opportunity     *     *     * 

*  better  informed    ********* 

*    ail  manner  of  vice    ******** 

*  *     * 

Ordinary.  *  are  *  atheift.  *  *  deifl:  *  * 
ari**cinian  *  hanged  *  *  burnt  *  oiled  *  oafled. 

*  *  *  *  dev  *  *  his  an  *  *  *  ell  fire  *  *  ternal  da 

*        *        *      tJQp^ 

Jonathan.  You  *  *  *  to  frighten  me  out  of  my 
wits :  But  the  good  *  *  is,  I  doubt  not,  more  mer- 
ciful than  his  wicked  *  *  If  1  fhould  believe  all  you 
fay,  I  am  fure  I  (liould  die  in  inexprelTible  horror. 

Ordinary.  Defpair  is  finful.  You  fhould  place 
your  hopes  in  repentance  and  grace  j  and  though  ic 
is  mod  true,  that  you  are  in  danger  of  the  judg- 
ment; yet  there  is  flill  room  for  mercy,  and  no 
man,  unlefs  excommunicated,  is  abfolutely  without 
hopes  of  a  reprieve. 

Jonathan.  1  am  not  without  hopes  of  a  reprieve 
from  the  cheat  yet:  I  have  pretty  good  intereft;  but 
if  I  cannot  obtain  it,  you  (hall  not  frighten  me  out 
of  my  courage.  I  will  not  die  like  a  pimp.  D — n  me, 
what  is  death  ?  Ic  is  nothing  but  to  be  with  Platos 
and  with  Csfars, — as  the  poet  fays,  and  all  the  other 
great  heroes  of  anticjuity."    ******* 

»     * 
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»**«**     «*     *     ***** 
»      ************* 

»***     *     -X-     *     *     ****** 
***««{( 

Ordinary.  Ay,  all  this  is  very  true  j  but  life  is 
fweet  for  all  that,  and  I  had  rather  live  to  eternity, 
than  go  into  the  company  of  any  fuch  heathers,  who 
are,  1  doubt  not,  in  hell  with  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels; and,  as  little  as  you  feem  to  apprehend  ir,  you 
may  find  yourfelf  there  before  you  expect  ir.  Where 
then  will  be  your  tauntings  and  your  vun rings, 
your  boaftings  and  your  braggings  ?  You  will  then 
be  ready  to  give  more  for  a  drop  of  water  ihan  you 
ever  gave  for  a  bottle  of  wine. 

Jonathan.  Faith,  Doftor,  well  minded.  What 
fay  you  to  a  bottle  of  wine  ? 

Ordinary.  I  will  drink  no  wine  with  an  atheift. 
1  fhould  expedl  the  devil  to  make  a  third  in  fuch 
company;  for,  fince  he  knows  you  are  his,  he  may 
be  impatient  to  have  his  due. 

Jonathan.  It  is  your  bufinefs  to  drink  with  the 
wicked,  in  order  to  amend  them. 

Ordinary.  I  defpair  of  it  j  and  fo  I  confign  you 
over  to  the  devil,  who  is  ready  to  receive  you. 

Jonathan.  You  are  more  unmerciful  to  me  than 
the  judge,  Doctor.  He  recommended  my  foul  to 
heaven  j  and  it  is  your  office  to  fliew  me  the  way 
thither. 

Ordinary.  No  :  The  gates  are  barred  againfl; 
all  revilers  of  the  clergy. 

Jonathan.  I  revile  only  the  wicked  ones,  if  any 
fuch  are,  which  cannot  affedl:  you,  who,  if  men  were 
preferred  in  the  church  by  merit  only,  would  have 
long  fince  been  a  bifliop.  Indeed,  it  might  raife 
any  good  man's  indignation  to  obferve  one  of  your 
vaft  ie;irning  and  abilities  obliged  to  exert  them  in  fo 
low  a  fphere,  when  fo  many  of  your  inferiors  wallow 
in  wealth  and  preferment. 

Ordinary.  Why,  it  mull  be  confefled,  that 
here  are  bad  men  in  all  orders  j  but  you  fhould  not 
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cenfure  too  generally.  I  muft  own,  I  might  have 
expeded  higher  promotion  ;  but  I  have  learnt  pa- 
tience and  refignation  :  and  I  would  advife  you  to 
the  fame  temper  of  mind  ;  which  if  you  can  attain,  I 
know  you  will  find  mercy  ;  nay,  I  do  now  promife 
you,  you  will.  It  is  true,  you  are  a  finner  j  buc 
your  crimes  are  not  of  the  blacked  dye  :  You  are 
no  murderer,  nor  guilty  of  facrilege.  And  if  you 
are  guilty  of  theft,  you  make  fome  atonement  by 
fulfering  for  it,  which  many  others  do  not.  Happy 
is  it  indeed  for  thofe  few  who  are  dere6led  in  their 
fins,  and  brought  to  exemplary  punifiiment  for  them 
in  this  world.  So  far,  therefore,  from  repining  at  your 
fate  when  you  come  to  the  tree,  you  fhould  exult 
and  rejoice  in  it:  and  to  fay  the  truth,  I  qufctlion 
whether,  to  a  wife  man,  the  cataftrophe  of  many  of 
thofe  who  die  by  a  halter,  is  not  more  to  be  envied 
than  pitied.  Nothing  is  fo  finful  as  fin,  and  murder 
is  the  greated  of  all  fins ;  it  follows,  that  whoever 
commits  murder  is  happy  in  fufFering  for  it  j  if  there- 
fore a  man  who  commits  murder  is  To  happy  in  dying 
for  it,  how  much  better  muft  it  be  for  you,  who 
have  committed  a  lefs  crime. 

~     Jonathan.  All  this  is  very  true  ;  but  let  us  take 
a  bottle  of  wine  to  cheer  our  fpirits. 

Ordinary.  Why  wine  ?  Let  me  tell  you,  Mr. 
Wild,  there  is  nothing  fo  deceitful  as  the  fpirits  given 
•us  by  vvine.  If  you  mull  drink,  let  us  have  a  bowl 
of  punch  J  a  liquor  I  the  rather  prefer,  as  it  is  no 
vv'hifre  fpoken  againft  in  fcripture,  and  as  it  is  more 
wholeibme  for  the  gravel,  a  diftempcr  v/ith  which 
I  am  grievoufiy  afflidled. 

JONATHAN.  (Having  called  for  a  bowl.)  I  afk 
your  pardon,  DoAorj  I  fliouid  have  remembered, 
that  punch  wasyour  favourite  liquor.  I  think  you 
never  tafte  wine  while  there  is  any  punch  remaining 
on  the  table. 

Ordinary.  I  confcfs,  I  look  on  punch  to  be 
the  more  eligible  liquor,  as  well  for  the  reafons  I 
have  before  mentioned,    as   likewife  for  one  other 

Vol.  IV.  X  caufe. 
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caufe,  viz.  it  is  the  propereft  for  a  Draught. 
own  I  took  it  a  little  unkind  of  you  to  mention  wine 
thinking  you  knew  my  palate. 

Jonathan.  You  are  in  the  right ;  and  I  will  take 
a  Twinging  cup  to  your  being  made  a  biihop. 

Ordinary.  And  I  will  with  you  a  reprieve  in 
as  large  a  draught.  Come,  don't  defpair  :  It  is  yet 
time  enough  to  think  of  dying  ;  you  have  good 
friends,  who  very  probably  may  prevail  for  you.  I 
have  known  many  a  man  reprieved,  who  had  lefs 
reafon  to  expeft  it. 

Jonathan.  Bur,  if  I  fhouid  flatter  myfelf  with 
fuch  hopes,  and  be  deceived,  what  then  would  be- 
come of  my  foul  ? 

Ordinary.  Pugh  !  Never  mind  your  foul,  leave 
that  to  me  j  I  will  render  a  good  account  of  it,  I 
warrant  you.  I  have  a  fermon  in  my  pocket,  which 
may  be  of  fome  ufe  to  you  to  hear.  I  do  not  value 
myfelf  on  the  talent  of  preaching,  fince  no  man  ought 
to  value   himfelf  for  any  gift  in  this  world  : — But, 

perhaps,  there  are  not  m.any  fuch  fermons. But 

to  proceed,  fince  we  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  till  the 
punch  combes. — My  text  is  the  latter  part  of  a  verfe 
only. 

To  the  Creeks  Foolishness, 

The  occafion  of  thefe  words  was  principally  that 
philofophy  of  the  Greeks  which  at  that  time  had 
overrun  gre^it  part  of  the  heathen  world,  had  poifon- 
ed,  and  as  it  were  puffed  up  their  minds  with  pride, 
fo  that  they  difregarded  all  kinds  of  dodrine  in  com- 
parifon  of  their  own  ;  and  however  fafe,  and  however 
found  the  learning  of  others  might  be,  yet,  if  it  any 
wife  contradi6ted  their  own  laws,  cuftoms,  and  re- 
ceived opinions,  away  with  it^  it  is  not  for  us.  It  was 
to  the  Greeks  Foolishness. 

In  the  former  part,  therefore,  of  my  difcourfe  on 
thefc  words,  I  fiiall  principally  confine  myfelf  to  the 
laying  open  and  demonitrating  the  great  emptinefs 
and  vanity  of  this  philofophy,  with  which  thefe  idle 
and  abfurd  fophifts  were  fo  proudly  blown  up  and 
elevated  : 

Ano 
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And  here  I  fliall  do  two  things  :  Firfl",  I  fnil!  ex- 
pofe  the  matter  j  and  I'econdly,  the  manner  ot  this 
abfurd  philofophy. 

And  firfl,  for  the  firft  of  thefe,  namely  the  matter. 
Now  here  we  may  retort  the  unmannerly  word,  which 
our  adverfaries  have  aiidacioully  thrown  in  our  faces  j 
for  what  was  all  this  mighty  matter  of  philofophy,  this 
heap  of  knowledge,  which  was  to  bring  fuch  large 
harvefts  of  honour  to  thofe  who  fowed  it,  and  fo  great- 
ly and  nobly  to  enrich  the  ground  on  which  it  fell ; 
what  was  it,  but  Foolishness  ?  An  inconfillent  heap 
of  nonfenfe,  of  abfurdities  and  contradiclions,  bring- 
ing no  ornament  to  the  mind  in  its  theory,    nor  ex- 
hibiting any  ufefulnefs  to  the  body  in  its  pradice. 
What  were  all  the  fermons  and  the  fayings,  the  fables 
and  the  morals  of  all  thefe  wife  men,  but  to  ufe  the 
word  mentioned  in  my  text  once  more.  Foolishness? 
What  was  their  great  mailer  Plato,  or  their  other  great 
light  Ariftotle  ?    Both  fools,  mere  quibblers  and  fo- 
phifts,  idly  and  vainly  attached  to  certain  ridiculous 
notions  of  their  own,  founded  neither  on  truth  nor  on 
reafon.     Their  whole  works  are  a  ftrange  medley  of 
the  greateft  falfehoods,  fcarce  covered  over  with  the 
colour  of  truth  :   Their  precepts  are  neither  borrow- 
ed from  nature,  nor  guided  by  reafon  :  Mere  fi6lionSj 
only  to  evince  the  dreadful  height  of  human  pride  j 
in  one  word.  Foolishness.    It  may  be,  perhaps,  ex- 
pected of  me,  that  I  fhould  give  fome  infi:ances  from 
their  works  to  prove  this  charge  ;  but  as  to  tran- 
fcribe  every  paflage  to  my  purpofe,  would  be  to  tran- 
fcribe  their  whole  works,  and  as  in  fuch  a  plentiful 
crop,  it  is  difficult  to  chufe  j  inftead  of  trefpafiing  on 
your  patience,  I   fhall  conclude  this  firil  head  with 
afierting  v/hat  1  have  fo  fully  proved,  and  what  may 
indeed  be  inferred  from  the  text,  that  the  philofophy 
of  the  Greeks  v/as  Foolishness. 

Proceed  we  now  in  the  fecond  place,  to  confider 
the  manner  in  which  this  inane  and  fimple  doctrine 
•was  propagated.  And  here — But  here,  the  punch 
by  entering  waked  Mr.  Wild  who  was  fait  afleep,  and 
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put  an  enci  to  the  fermon  ;  nor  could  we  obtain  any 
tiuthcr  account  of  the  converfation  which  paffed  at 
this  interview. 


C  H  A  P.     XIV. 

Wild  proceeds  to  the  highefl   confummatton  of  human 
Greatness. 

II  E  day  now  drew  nigh,  when  our  great  man 
was  to  exemplify  the  laft  and  nobleft  aft  of 
greatne's,  by  which  any  hero  can  fignalize  himfelf. 
This  was  the  day  of  execution,  or  confummation, 
or  apotheofis  (for  it  is  called  by  difierent  names), 
which  was  to  give  our  hero  an  opportunity  of  facing 
death  and  damnation,  without  any  fear  in  his  heart, 
or,  at  lead,  without  betraying  any  fymptoms  of  it  in 
his  countenance.  A  completion  of  greatnefs  which 
is  heartily  to  be  wifhcd  to  every  great  man  ;  nothing 
being  more  worthy  of  lamentation  than  when  for- 
tune, like  a  lazy  poet,  winds  up  her  cataftrophe 
awkwardly,  and  bellowing  too  little  care  on  her 
fifth  acl,  difmifiVs  the  hero  with  a  fneaking  and 
private  exit,  who  had  in  the  former  part  of  the  dra- 
ma performed  fuch  notable  exploits,  as  muft  pro- 
mife  to  every  good  judge  among  the  fpeftators,  a 
noble,  public,  and  exalted  end. 

But  ihe  was  refolved  to  commit  no  fuch  error  in 
this  indance.  Our  hero  was  too  much  and  too  de- 
lervedly  her  favourite,  to  be  neglected  by  her  in  his 
laft  mon^.ents  :  Accordingly  all  efforts  for  a  reprieve 
were  vain,  and  the  name  of  Wild  Hood  at  the  head 
of  thofe  who  were  ordered  for  execution. 

From  the  time  he  gave  over  all  hopes  of  life,  his 
condudl  was  truly  great  and  admirable.  Inftead  of 
fliewing  any  marks  of  deje6lion  or  contrition,  he 
rather  infufed  more  confidence  and  alTurance  into 
his  looks.  Ke  fpent  moft  of  his  hours  in  drinking 
with  his  friends,  and  with  the  good  man  above  com- 
memorated.    In  one  of  thele  compotations,  being 
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afked,  whether  he  was  afraid  to  die,  he  anfwered, 
D n  me,  k  is  only  a  dance  without  mufic.  An- 
other time,  when  one  exprefied  fome  forrow  for  his 
misfortune,  as  he  termed  it,  he  faid  with  great  ficrce- 
nefs,  A  man  can  die  but  once.  Again,  when  one  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance  hinted  his  hopes,  that  he  would 
die  like  a  man,  he  cocked  his  hat  in  defiance,  and 
cried  out  greatly,  Zounds !  vvho's  afraid  ? 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  pofterity,  could 
we  have  retrieved  anv  entire  converiation  v^hich 
pafled  at  this  feafon,  efpecially  between  our  hero 
and  his  learned  comforter;  but  we  have  fcarched 
many  pafteboard  records  in  vain. 

On  the  eve  of  his  apotheofis.  Wild's  lady  defired 
to  lee  him,  to  which  he  confented.  This  meetinq; 
was  at  firil  very  tender  on  both  fides  :  but  it  could 
not  continue  fo  ;  for  unluckily  fome  hints  of  former 
mifcarriagcs  intervening,  as  particularly  when  fhe 
adced  him,  how  he  could  have  ufed  her  fo  barbarouQy 
once,  as  calling  her  B- ,  and  whether  fuch  lan- 
guage became  a  man,  much  lefs  a  gentleman,  Wild 
flew  into  a  violent  paliion,  and  fwore  ihe  was  the  viieit 

of  B s,   to  upbraid  him  at  iuch  a  feafon  with  an 

unguarded  word  fpoke  long  ago.  She  replied,  with 
many  tears,  fhe  was  well  enough  ferved  for  her  folly 
in  vifiting  fuch  a  brute  j  but  (he  had  one  comfort 
however,  that  it  would  be  the  laft  time  he  could  ever 
treat  her  fo  ;  that  indeed  fhe  had  fome  obligation  to 
him,  for  that  his  cruelty  to  her  would  reconcile  her 
to  the  fate  he  Vv'as  to-morrow  to  fufier  j  and  indeed, 
nothing  but  fuch  brutality  could  have  made  the  con- 
fideration  of  his  fliameful  death  (fo  this  weak  woman 
called  hanging)  which  was  now  inevitable,  to  be 
borne  even  without  madnefs.  She  then  proceeded 
to  a  recapitulation  of  his  faults  in  an  exacler  order 
and  with  more  perfed  memory  than  one  v;ould  have 
imagined  her  ca:pable  of;  and  it  is  probable,  would 
have  rehearfed  a  complete  catalogue,  had  not  our 
hero's  patience  failed  him,  fo  that  with  the  ucmoffc 
(nry  and  violence  he  caught  her  by  the   hair  and 
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kicked  her  as  heartily  as  his  chains  would  fuffer  him, 
ouc  of  the  room. 

At  length  the  morning  came,  which  fortune  at 
his  birth  had  refolutely  ordained  for  the  confum- 
mation  of  our  hero's  Greatness  :  He  had  himfelf 
indeed  mcdeltly  declined  the  public  honours  (he 
intended  him,  and  had  taken  a  quantity  of  lauda- 
num, in  order  to  retire  quietly  off"  the  ilage  j  but 
we  have  already  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  our  won- 
derful hiftofy,  that  to  ftruggle  againft  this  lady's 
decrees  is  vain  and  impotent :  And  whether  flie  hath 
determined  you  fhall  be  hanged  or  be  a  prime  mini- 
fler,  it  is  in  either  cafe  lofi:  labour  to  refill.  Lauda- 
num, therefore,  being  unable  to  flop  the  breath  of 
our  hero,  which  the  fruit  of  hemp-feed,  and  not  the 
fpirit  of  poppy-feed,  was  to  overcome,  he  was  at  the 
ukial  hour  attended  by  the  proper  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  and  acquainted  that  the 
cart  was  ready.  On  this  occafion  he  exerted  that 
greatncfs  of  courage,  which  hath  been  fb  much  ce- 
lebrated in  other  heroes  :  and  knowing  it  was  im- 
pciuble  to  refill,  he  gravely  declared,  he  would  at- 
tend them.  He  then  defcended  to  that  room  where 
the  fetters  of  great  men  are  knocked  off",  in  a  mod 
folemn  and  ceremonious  manner.  Then  fhaking 
hands  with  his  friends  (to  wit,  thofe  who  were  con- 
dueling  him  to  the  tree),  and  drinking  their  healths 
in  a  bumper  of  brandy,  he  afcended  the  cart,  where 
he  was  no  fooner  feated,  than  he  received  the  accla- 
mations of  the  multitude,  who  were  highly  raviflied 
with  his  Greatness. 

The  cart  now  moved  flov/ly  on,  being  preceded 
by  a  troop  of  horfe-guards  bearing  javelins  in  their 
hands,  through  (Ireecs  lined  with  crov/ds  all  admiring 
the  great  behaviour  of  our  hero,  who  rode  on  fome- 
times  (ighing,  fometimes  fwearing,  fometimes  fing- 
ing  or  v.hiftling,  as  his  humour  varied. 

When  he  came  to  the  tree  of  glory,  he  v/as  wel- 
comed with  an  univerfal  fhout  of  the  people,  who 
were  there  afPcmbled  in  prodigious  numbers,  to  be- 
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hold  a  figlit  much  more  rare  in  populous  cities  than 
one  would  reafonably  imagine  it  fhould  be,  viz.  the 
proper  cataftrophe  of  a  great  man. 

But,  though  envy  was,  through  fear,  obliged  to 
join  the  general  voice  in  applaufe  on  this  occafion, 
there  were  not  wanting  fonic  who  maligned  this  com- 
pletion of  glory,  which  was  now  about  to  be  fulfilled 
to  our  hero,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  it  by  knock- 
ing him  on  the  head  as  he  ftood  under  the  tree, 
while  the  ordinary  was  performing  his  laft  office. 
They  therefore  began  to  batter  the  cart  with  ftones, 
brickbats,  dirt,  and  all  manner  of  mifchievous  wea- 
pons, fome  of  which  erroneoufly  playing  on  the 
robes  of  the  ecclefiaftic,  made  him  fo  expeditious  in 
his  repetition,  that  with  wonderful  alacrity  he  had 
ended  almoll  in  an  inllant,  and  conveyed  himfelf  in- 
to a  place  of  fafety  in  a  hackney  coach,  where  he 
waited  the  conclufion  with  a  temper  of  mind  de- 
fcribed  in  thefe  verfes. 

Suave  mari  inagno,  turhantihus  ^qiiora  ventis^ 
E  terra  alterius  magnum  fpeBare  labor  em. 

We  muft  not,  however,  omit  one  circumflance,  as 
it  ferves  to  fhew  the  mod  admirable  confervation  of 
character  in  our  hero  to  his  lall  moment,  which  was, 
that  whilft  the  ordinary  was  bufy  in  his  ejaculations. 
Wild,  in  the  midft  of  the  Hiower  of  (lones,  &c.  which 
played  upon  him,  applied  his  hands  to  the  parfon's 
pocket,  and  emptied  it  of  his  bottle-fcrew,  which 
he  carried  out  of  the  world  in  his  hand. 

The  ordinary  being  now  defcended  from  the  cart. 
Wild  had  juft  opportunity  to  caft  his  eyes  around 
the  crowd,  and  to  give  them  a  hearty  curfe,  when 
immediately  the  horfes  moved  on,  and  with  univer- 
fal  applaufe  our  hero  fvvung  out  of  this  world. 

Thus  fell  Jonathan  Wild  the  Great,  by  a  death 
as  glorious  as  his  life  had  been,  and  which  was  fo 
truly  agreeable  to  it,  that  the  latter  mu(l  have  been 
deplorably  maimed  and  imperfetft  without  the  for- 
mer; a  death  which  hath  been  alone  wanting  to 
complete  the  charadlers  of  fcveral  ancient  and  mo_ 
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dern  heroes,  whofe  hiftories  would  then  have  been 
read  with  much  greater  pleafure  by  the  wifeft  in  all 
ages.  Indeed  we  could  almoll  wi(h,  that  whenever 
Fortune  feenns  v/antonly  to  deviate  from  her  purpofe, 
and  leaves  her  work  imperfect  in  this  particular,  the 
hillorian  would  indulge  himfclf  in  the  licence  of 
poetry  and  romance,  and  even  do  a  violence  to  truth, 
to  oblige  his  reader  with  a  page,  which  rr^.ull:  be  the 
mofl  delightful  in  all  his  hiftory,  and  which  could 
never  fail  Ci  producing  an  inftruclive  moral. 

Narrow  minds  may  pofiibiy  have  fome  reafon  to 
be  alliamed  of  going  this  way  out  of  the  world,  if  their 
confciences  can  fly  in  their  faces,  and  allure  them  they 
have  not  merited  fuch  an  honour;  but  he  mull  be  a 
fool  who  is  afhamed  of  being  hanged,  vv'ho  is  not 
weak  enough  to  be  afiiamed  of  havin2;delerved  it. 


'to' 


CHAP.    XV. 

^he  charaoler  of  our  hero,   and  the  ccnchf.on  of  this 

hijiory. 

WE  will  now  endeavour  to  draw  the  charafler 
of  this  Great  Man  ;  and  by  bringing  together 
thofe  feveral  features  as  it  were  of  his  mind,  which 
lie  fcattered  up  and  down  in  this  hiilory,  to  prefenc 
our  readers  with  a  perfedl  picture  of  greatnefs. 

Jonathan  Wild  had  every  qualification  necef- 
fary  to  form  a  great  man.  As  his  moll  powerful 
and  predominant  pafTion  wa^  ambition,  fo  nature  had, 
with  confummate  propriety,  adapted  all  his  faculties 
to  the  attaining  thofe  glorious  ends  to  which  this 
paflion  direcled  him.  He  was  extremicly  ingenious 
in  inventing  defigns  ;  artful  in  contriving  the  means 
to  accompl;i]i  his  purpoles,  and  refolute  in  executing 
them:  For  as  the  moft  exquifite  cunning,  and  molt 
undaunted  boldnefs  qualified  him  for  any  undertak- 
ing;  fo  was  he  not  reftrained  by  any  of  thofe  weak- 
pefles  which  difappoinc  the  views  of  mean  and  vulgar 

feuls* 
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fouls,  and  which  are  comprehended  in  one  general 
term  of  honedy,  which  is  a  corruption  of  hon'osty, 
a  word  derived  from  what  the  Greeks  call  an  Afs. 
He  vvas  entirely  free  from  thofe  low  vices  of  modelly 
and  good-nature,  which,  as  he  faid,  implied  a  total 
negation  of  human  greatnefs,  and  were  the  only  qua- 
lities which  abfolutely  rendered  a  man  incapable  of 
making  a  confiderable  figure  in  the  world.     His  lult 
was  inferior  only  to  his  ambition  ;   but,  as  for  what 
fimple  people   call  love,   he  knew  not  what  it  was. 
His  avarice  was  immenfe  ;    but   it  was  of  the  rapa- 
cious, not  of  the  tenacious  kind  ;   his  rapacioufnefs 
was  indeed  fo  violent,   that  nothing  ever  contented 
him    but   the  whole;   for,   however  confiderable  the 
fliare  was,   which  his  coadjutors  allowed   him   of  a 
booty,  he  was  reftlefs  in  inventing  means  to  make 
himfflf  mafler  of  the  fmalleft  pittance  referved  by 
them.      He  faid,  laws  were  made  for  the  ufe  of  Pri^s 
only,  and  to  fecure  their  property  ;    they  were  never 
therefore  more  perverted,   than  when  their  edge  was 
turned  againft  thefe  ;   but  that  this  generally  happen- 
ed through  their  want  of  fuffici'::nt  dexterity.     The 
chara6ter  which  he  moil  valued  himfelf  upon,  and 
which  he  principally  honoured  in  others,  was  that 
ofhypocrify.     His  opinion  was,   that  no  one  could 
carry   Prtggifm  very  far  without  it  ;   for  which   rea- 
fon,  he  faid,  tliere  was  little  greatnefs  to  be  cxpefted 
in  a  man  v/ho  acknowledged  his  vices ;    but  always 
much  to  be  hoped  from  him,  who  profelTed  great 
virtues  j   wherefore,    though   he    would   always   fhun 
the  perfon  whom  he  difcovercd  guilty  of  a  good  ac- 
tion, yet  he  was  never  deterred  by  a  good  character, 
which  was  more   commonly  the  effeCl  of  profeffion 
than  of  atlion  :  For  which  reafon,  he  himfelf  was 
-always  very  liberal  of  honeft  prot'efiions,  and  had  as 
much  virtue  and   goodriefs  in  his  mouth  as  a  faint  i 
never  in  the  lead  fcrupling  to  fwear  by  his  honour, 
even  to  thofe  who  knew  him  the  bell ;    nay,  though 
he  held  good-nature  and  modelly  in  the  highefl  con- 
f.?mpt,  he  coqltaqtly  piadifed  the  afFe(5tation  of  both, 

and 
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and  recommended  this  to  others,  whofe  welfare,  on 
his  own  account,  he  wiflied  well  to.  He  laid  down 
feveral  maxims,  as  the  certain  methods  of  attaining 
greatnefs,  to  which,  in  his  own  purfuit  of  it,  he  con- 
itantly  adhered.     As, 

1.  Never  to  do  more  mifchief  to  another,  than  was 
neceiTary  to  the  effeding  his  purpofe  ;  for  that 
mifchief  was  too  precious  a  thing  to  be  thrown 
away. 

2.  To  know  no  diftinflionof  men  from  affection;  but 
to  facrifice  all  with  equal  readinefs  to  his  intereft. 

3.  Never  to  communicate  more  of  an  affair  than 
was  neceffary,to  theperfonwhowas  to  execute  it. 

4.  Not  to  trufl  him  who  hath  deceived  you,  nor 
who  knows  he  hath  been  deceived  by  you. 

5.  To  forgive  no  enemy ;  but  to  be  cautious  and 
often  dilatory  in  revenge. 

6.  To  fhun  poverty  and  dillrefs,  and  to  ally  him- 
felf  as  clofe  as  pofTible  to  power  and  riches. 

7.  To  maintain  a  conftant  gravity  in  his  counte- 
nance and  behaviour,  and  to  affect  wifdom  on 
all  occafions. 

8.  To  foment  eternal  jealoufies  in  his  gang,  one 
of  another. 

5.  Never  to  reward  any  one  equal  to  his  merit ; 

but  always  to  infinuate  that  the  reward  v/as  above 

it. 
10.  That  all  m.en  were  knaves  or  fools,  and  much 

the  greater  number  a  compofition  of  both. 
I  i.  That    a   good    name,    like   money,  muft  be 

parted  v/ith,  or  at  leall  greatly  rifqued,  in  order 

to  bring  the  ov>/ner  any  advantage. 

12.  That  virtues^  like  precious  flones,  were  eafily 
counterfeited  j  that  the  counterfeits  in  both 
cafes  adorned  the  wearer  equally,  and  that  very 
few  had  knowledge  or  difcernment  fufficient  to 
difiinguifli  the  counterfeit  jewel  from  the  real. 

13.  That  many  men  v.'ere  undone  by  not  going 
deep  enough  in  roguery  ;  as  in  gaming  any  man 
may  be  -1  lofer  v/no  doth  not  play  the  whole  game. 

14.  That 
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14.  That  men  proclaim  their  own  virtues,  as 
fhopkeepers  expofe  their  goods,  in  order  to 
profit  by  them. 

1 5.  That  the  heart  was  the  proper  feat  of  hatred, 
and  the  countenance  of  affeiftion  and  friendfhip. 

He  had  many  more  of  the  fame  kind  all  equally 
Good  with  thefe,  and  which  were  after  his  deceafe 
found  in  his  ftudy,  as  the  twelve  excellent  and  cele- 
brated rules  were  in  that  of  king  Charles  the  firft; 
for  he  never  promulgated  them  in  his  lifetime,  not 
having  themi  conitantly  in  his  mouth,  as  fome  grave 
perfons  have  the  rules  of  virtue  and  morality,  with- 
out paying  the  lead  regard  to  them  in  their  actions: 
whereas  our  hero,  by  a  conftant  and  fteady  adherence 
to  his  rules  in  conforming  every  thing  he  did  to  them, 
acquired  at  length  a  fettled  habit  of  walking  by 
them,  till  at  laft  he  was  in  no  danger  of  inadvert- 
ently going  out  of  the  way  j  and  by  thefe  means  he 
arrived  at  that  degree  of  greatnefs,  which  few  have 
equalled  ;  none,  we  may  fiiy,  have  exceeded  :  For, 
though  it  mufb  be  allowed  that  there  have  been 
fome  few  heroes,  who  have  done  greater  mifchiefs 
to  mankind,  fuch  as  thofe  who  have  betrayed  the 
liberty  of  their  country  to  others,  or  have  under- 
mined and  overpowered  it  themfelves  ;  or  conquer- 
ors who  have  impoverifhed,  pillaged,  facked,  burnt, 
and  deftroyed  the  countries  and  cities  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures, for  no  other  provocation  than  that 
of  glory  J  /.  e.  as  the  tragic  poet  calls  it, 
-■■■  ■■  ■  a  privilege  to  kill, 
Afirong  temptation  to  do  bravely  ill', 
yet,  if  we  confider  it  in  the  light  wherein  anions  are 
placed  in  this  line, 

Latius  eft,  quoties  tnagno  tihi  conftat  honeftum, 
when  we  fee  our  hero,  without  the  leaft  aHiftance  or 
pretence,  fetting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  gang,  which 
he  had  not  any  fhadow  of  right  to  govern ;  if  we 
view  him  maintaining  abfolute  power,  and  exercifing 
tyranny  over  a  lawlefs  crew,  contrary  to  all  law,  but 
that  of  his  own  will  j  if  we  confider  him  fetting  up 

an 
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an  opea  trade  publicly,  in  defiance,  not  only  of 
the  laws  of  his  country,  but  of  the  common  fenfe  of 
his  countrymen  j  if  we  fee  him  firfl;  contriving  the 
robbery  of  others,  and  again  the  defrauding  the 
vervrobbcrs  of  that  booty,  which  they  had  ventured 
their  necks  to  acquire,  and  which  without  any  hazard 
they  might  have  retained  :  Here  fure  he  mud  ap- 
pear admirable,  and  we  may  challenge  not  only  the 
truth  of  hiftory,  but  almofi  the  latitude  of  fiction 
to  equal  his  glory. 

Nor  had  he  any  of  thofe  flaws  in  his  chara6ler, 
vphich,  though  they  have  been  commended  by  weak 
"writers,   have  (as  I  hinted  in  the  beginning  of  this 
hiftorv)  by  the  judicious  reader  been  cenfured  and 
defpifed.     Such  was  the  clemency  of  Alexander  and 
C^efar,  which  nature  hath  as  grcfsly  erred  in  giving 
them,  as  a  painter  would,  who  fhould  drefs  a  pea- 
fant  in  robes  of  ftate,  or  give  the  nofe,  or  any  other 
feature  of  a  Venus,  to  a  fatyr.     What  had  the  de- 
flroyers  of  mankind,  that  glorious  pair,  one  of  whom 
came  into  the   world   to  ufurp  the  dominion,  and 
abolifii  the  coniiitution  of  his  own  country  j  the  other 
to  conquer,  enfiave,  and  rule  over  the  whole  world, 
at  leaft  as  much  as  was  well  known  to  him,  and  the 
ihortnefs  of  his  life  would  give  him  leave  to  vifit  j 
what  had,  I  fay,  fuch  as  thcle  to  do  with  clemency  ? 
W^ho  cannot  fee  the  abfurdity  and  contradiction  of 
mixina  fuch   an  ingredient    with    thofe  noble  and 
great  qualities   I   have  before  mentioned.     Now  in 
Wild,  everv  thing  was  truly  great,  almoft  without 
aliov,  as  his   imperfections   (for  furely   fome   fmall 
ones  he  had),  were  only  fuch  as  ferved  to  denominate 
him  a  human  creature,  of  which  kind  none  ever  ar-^ 
rived    at   confummate    excellence  :     but  furely  his 
whole  behaviour  to  his  friend  Heartfree  is  a  convin- 
cing proof,  that  the  true  iron  or  ftcel  greatnefs  of 
his  heart  was  not  debafcd  by  any  fofter  metal.     In- 
deed, while  greatnefs  confids  in  power,  pride,  inlb- 
lence,  and  doing  mjfcliief  to  mankind  ; — -to  fpeak 
out — ^v.'hiie  a  great  luan  and  a  great  rogue  arc  fynony- 

moua 
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mous  terms,  fo  long  fhall  Wild  Hand  unrivalled  oa 
the  pinnacle  of  Greatness.  Nor  muft  we  omit  here, 
as  the  nnifhing  of  his  charafler,  what  indeed  ought 
to  be  remembered  on  his  tomb  or  his  ftaiue,  the 
conformity  above  mentioned  of  hi,s  death  to  his  life; 
and  that  Jonathan  W^ild  the  Great,  aficr  all  his 
mighty  exploits,  was,  what  fo  few  great  men  caa 
accomplifh — hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  was  dead. 

Having  thus  brought  our  hero  to  his  conciuIiorj> 
it  may  be  fatisfadory  to  fonie  readers  (for  many,  1 
doubt  not,  carry  their  concern  no  farther  than  his 
fate)  to  know  what  became  of  Heartfree.  We  fhall 
acquaint  them,  therefore,  that  his  fufferings  were 
now  at  an  end  ;  that  the  good  magidrate  eafiiy  pre- 
vailed for  his  pardon,  nor  was  contented  till  he  had 
made  him  all  \.\\<t  reparation  he  could  for  his  troubles, 
though  the  (hare  he  had  in  bringing  thefe  upon  him, 
was  not  only  innocent,  but,  from  its  motive,  laudable. 
He  procured  the  relloration  of  the  jewels  from  the 
man  of  war,  at  her  return  to  England,  and,  above 
all,  omitted  no  labour  to  reftore  Heartfree  to  his  re- 
putation, and  to  perfuade  his  neighbours,  acquaint- 
ance, and  cuftomers  of  his  innocence.  When  the 
commiffion  of  bankruptcy  vi-as  fatisned,  Heartfree 
had  a  confiderable  lum  remaining;  for  the  diamond 
prefented  to  his  wife  was  of  prodigious  value,  and 
infinitely  recompenfed  the  lofs  of  thofe  jewels  which 
Mifs  Straddle  had  difpofed  of.  He  now  fee  up  again 
in  his  trade  J  compallion  for  his  unmerited  misfor- 
tunes brought  him  many  cuftomers  among  thofe  who 
had  any  regard  to  humanity  ;  and  he  hath,  by  in- 
duftry  joined  with  parfmionv,  amaired  a  confider- 
able fortune.  His  wife  and  he  arc  now  grown  old 
in  the  purefl:  love  and  friend Ihip  ;  but  never  had 
another  child,  triendly  married  his  elder  daughter 
at  the  age  of  ninereen,  and  became  his  partner  in 
trade.  As  to  the  younger,  ihc  never  would  lilten  to 
the  addreiTesof  any  lover,  not  even  of  a  young  noble- 
man, who  oiiercd  to  take  her  witn  two  thoufand 
pounds,  which  hei--  father  v.'ould  have  v/illingly  pro- 
duced. 
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4uced,  and  indeed  did  his  utmoft  to  perfuade  her 
to  the  match  :  But  fne  refufcd  abfolutely,  nor  would 
give  any  other  reafon  when  Heartfree  prefied  her, 
than  that  fhe  had  dedicated  her  days  to  his  fervice, 
and  was  relolved  no  other  duty  fhould  interfere 
with  that  which  ilie  owed  the  befl:  of  fathers,  nor 
prevent  her  from  being  the  nurfe  of  his  old  age. 

Thus  Heartfree,  his  wife,  his  two  daughters,  his 
fon-in-law,  and  his  grandchildren,  of  which  he  hath 
feveral,  live  all  together  in  one  houfe^  and  that  with 
fuch  amity  and  affeflion  towards  each  other,  that 
they  are  in  the  neighbourhood  called  the  family  of 
love. 

As  to  all  the  other  perfons  mentioned  in  this  hif- 
tory,  in  the  light  of  greatnefs,  they  had  all  the  fate 
adapted  to  it,  being  every  one  hanged  by  the  neck, 
fave  two,  viz.  Mils  Thecdofia  Snap,  who  was  tran- 
fported  to  America,  where  fhe  was  pretty  well  mar- 
ried, reformed,  and  made  a  good  vvifej  and  the 
Count,  who  recovered  of  the  wound  he  had  received 
from  the  hermit,  and  made  his  efcape  into  France, 
where  he  committed  a  robbery,  was  taken,  and  broke 
on  the  wheel. 

Indeed,  whoever  confiders  the  common  fate  of 
great  men  muft  allow,  they  well  deferve,  and  hardly 
earn  that  applaufe  which  is  given  them  by  the  world  -, 
for,  when  we  reflect  on  the  labours  and  pains,  the 
cares,  difquietudes,  and  dangers  which  attend  their 
road  to  greatnefs,  we  may  fay  with  the  divine,  that  a 
wan  may  go  to  heave)!  with  half  the  pains  which  it  ccjls 
him  to  purcha/e  hell.  To  fay  the  truth,  the  world 
have  this  reafon  at  leaft  to  honour  fuch  charafters 
as  that  of  Wild  s  that  while  it  is  in  the  power  of 
every  man  to  be  perfectly  honeft,  not  one  in  a  thou- 
fand  is  capable  of  being  a  complete  rogue  j  and  few 
indeed  there  are,  who,  if  they  were  infpired  with  the 
vanity  of  imitating  our  hero,  would  not  after  much 
fruitlcfs  pains  be  obliged  to  own  themfelves  inferior 
to  Mr.  Jonathan  Wild  the  great. 
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JIT'HETHER  the  enfuing  pages  vrtre  really 
the  dream  or  vifion  of  Tome  very  pious  and 
holyperfon;  or  whether  they  were  really  written  in 
the  other  world,  and  fent  back  to  this,  which  is  the 
opinion  of  many  (though  I  think  too  much  inclining 
to  fuperftition)  ;  or  lafily,  whether,  as  infinitely  the 
greateft  part  imagine,  they  were  really  the  production 
of  fome  choice  inhabitant  of  New-Bethlehem,  is  not 
nccefTary  nor  eafy  to  determine.  It  will  be  abundantly 
fufficient,  if  I  give  the  reader  an  account  by  what 
means  they  came  into  my  poflefllon. 

Mr.  Robert  Powney,  flationer,  who  dwells  oppo- 
fite  to  Catharine-ftreet  in  the  Strand,  a  very  honed 
man,  and  of  great  gravity  of  countenance;  who, 
among  other  excellent  ftationary  commodities,  is 
particularly  eminent  for  his  pens,  which  I  am  abun- 
dantly bound  to  acknowledge,  as  I  owe  to  their 
peculiar  goodnefs,  that  my  manufcripts  have  by  any 
means  been  legible  :  this  gentleman,  I  fay,  furnifhed 
me  fome  time  fince  with  a  bundle  of  thofe  pens, 
wrapt  up  with  great  care  and  caution,  in  a  very  large 
Iheet  of  paper  full  of  characters,  written  as  it  leemed 
in  a  very  bad  hand.  Now,  I  have  a  furprifing  curi- 
ofity  to  read  every  thing  which  is  ahnoft  illegible } 

Y  a  partly, 
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partly,  perhaps,  from  the  fweet  remembrance  of  the 
dear  Scrawls,  Skrawis,  or  Skralea  (for  the  word  is 
varioufly  ipelt),  which  I  have  in  my  youth  received 
from  that  lovely  part  of  the  creation  for  which  I  have 
the  tendereft  regard  j  and  partly  from  that  temper 
of  mind  which  makes  men  fet  an  immenfe  value  on 
old  manufcripts  fo  effaced,  buftoes  fo  maimed,  and 
pictures  fo  black,  that  no  one  can  tell  what  to  mal;e 
of  them. .  I  therefore  perufed  this  fnect  with  wonder- 
ful application,  and  in  about  a  day's  time  difcovered 
that  I  could  not  underiland  it.  I  inimediately  repair- 
ed to  Mr.  Powney,  and  enquired  very  eagerly, 
whether  he  had  not  more  of  the  fame  manufcript?  He 
produced  about  one  hundred  pages,  acquainting  me 
that  he  had  favcd  no  more  j  but  that  the  book  was 
originally  a  huge  folio,  had  been  left  in  his  garret  by 
a  gentleman  who  lodged  there,  and  who  had  left 
him  no  other  fatisfaftion  for  nine  months  lodging. 
He  proceeded  to  inform  me,  that  the  manufcript 
had  been  hawked  about  (as  he  phrafed  it)  among  all 
the  bookfeliersj  who  rcfufed  to  miCddlci  fome  al- 
leged that  they  could  not  read,  others  that  they 
could  not  underftand  it.  Some  would  have  it  to  be 
an  atheiftical  book,  and  fome  that  it  was  a  libel  on 
the  government  J  for  one  or  other  of  which  realbns, 
they  all  refufcd  to  print  it.  That  it  had  been  like- 
wife  (hewn  to  the  R — 1  Society,  but  they  (hook  their 
heads,  faying,  there  was  nothing  in  it  vi.'ondcrful 
enough  fur  them.  That  hearing  the  gentleman  was 
gone  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  believing  it  to  be  good 
for  nothing  elfe,  he  had  ufed  it  as  wafle  paper.  He 
faid,  I  was  welcome  to  what  remained,  and  he  was 
heartily  forry  for  what  was  mifling,  as  I  fcemed  to 
fet  fome  value  on  it, 

I  DESIRED  him  much  to  name  a  price  :  but  he 
would  receive  no  confideration  farther  than  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fmali  bill  I  owed  him,  which  at  that  time 
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I  PRESENTLY  comiTiunicaccd  this  maniifcript  to  my 
friend  parlon  Abraham  Adams,  who,  after  along  and 
careful  perufal,  returned  it  me  with  his  opinion,  that 
there  was  more  in  it  than  at  firll  appeared,  that  the 
author  fcemed  not  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
writings  of  Plato;  but  he  \vi(hed  he  had  quoted  him 
fometimes  in  his  margin,  that  I  might  be  fure  (faid 
he)  he  had  read  him  in  the  original  :  for  nothing, 
continued  the  parfon,  is  commoner  than  for  men 
now-a-days  to  pretend  to  have  read  Greek  authors, 
who  have  met  with  them  only  in  tranQations,  and 
cannot  conjugate  a  verb  in  mi. 

To  deliver  my  own  fentiments  on  the  occafion,  I 
think  the  author  difcovers  a  philolbphical  turn  of 
thinking,  with  fome  little  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  no  very  inadequate  value  of  it.  There  are  fome 
indeed,  who  from  the  vivacity  of  their  temper,  and 
the  happinefs  of  their  ftation,  are  willing  to  confider 
its  blclfings  as  more  fubftantial,  and  the  whole  to  be 
a  fcene  of  more  confequence  than  it  is  here  repre- 
fented  :  but  without  controverting  their  opinions  at 
prefent,  the  number  of  wife  and  good  men,  who  have 
thought  with  our  author,  are  fufficient  to  keep  him 
in  countenance:  nor  can  this  be  attended  with  any 
ill  inference,  fince  he  every  where  teaches  this  moral, 
That  the  greatell  and  trueft  happinefs  which  this 
world  affords,  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  pofTefTion 
of  goodnefs  and  virtue ;  a  doftrine,  which  as  it  is 
undoubtedly  true,  fo  hath  it  fo  noble  and  praitical  a 
tendency,  that  it  can  never  be  too  often  or  too  ftrong- 
ly  inculcated  on  the  minds  of  men. 


Y3 


JOURNEY,     ^c. 


BOSmasBsaai 
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C  H  A  P.     I. 

The  author  die?,  meets  'with  Mercury,  and  is  hy  him 
conduced  to  the  fiage^  which  Jets  out  for  the  other 
world. 

ON  the  firfl:  day  of  December  1741  *,  I  de- 
parted this  life  at  my  lodging  in  Cheapfide. 
My  body  had  been  fome  time  dead  before  I 
was  at  liberty  to  quit  it,  left  it  fhould  by  any  accident 
return  to  life  :  this  is  an  injunftion  impofed  on  all 
fouls  by  the  eternal  law  of  fate,  to  prevent  the  in- 
conveniencies  which  would  follow.  As  foon  as  the 
deftined  period  was  expired  (being  no  longer  than  till 
the  body  is  become  perfectly  cold  and  ftifi" ),  I  began 
to  move;    but  found  myfelf  under  a  difficulty  of 

•  Some  doubt  whether  this  fhould  not  be  rather  1641,  which 
IS  a  date  more  agreeable  to  the  account  given  of  it  in  the  intro- 
dudion  :  but  then  there  are  fome  pafTages,  which  feem  to  relate  to 
tranfaftions  infinitely  later,  even  within  this  year  or  two.  — 7'o  fay 
the  truth,  there  are  difhculties  attend  either  conjefture  ;  fo  the 
reader  may  take  which  he  pleafes. 

y  4  making 
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making  my  efcape,  for  the  mouth,  or  door,  was 
ihut }  fo  that  it  was  impofTible  for  me  to  go  out  at 
it,  and  the  windows,  vulgarly  called  the  eyes,  were 
fo  clofcly  pulled  down  by  the  fingers  of  a  nurfe,  that 
I  could  by  no  means  open  them.  At  laft,  I  per- 
ceived a  beam  of  light  glimmering  at  the  top  of  the 
houfe  (for  fuch  I  may  call  the  body  1  had  been  in- 
clofed  in)  whither  afcending,  I  gently  let  myfelf/ 
down  through  a  kind  of  chimney,  and  ilTued  out  at 
the  noftrils. 

No  prifoner  difcharged  from  a  long  confinement, 
ever  tafled  the  fweets  of  liberty  with  a  more  exqui- 
fite  relidi,  than  I  enjoyed  in  this  delivery  from  a 
dungeon  wherein  I  had  been  detained  upwards  of 
forty  years,  and  with  much  the  fame  kind  of  regard 
I  cafl  my  eyes  *  backwards  upon  it. 

My  friends  and  relations  had  all  quitted  the  room, 
being  all  (as  I  plainly  overheard)  very  loudly  quar- 
relling below  flairs  about  my  will ;  there  was  only  an 
old  woman  left  above,  to  guard  the  body,  as  I  ap- 
prehend. She  was  in  a  faft  fleep,  occafioned,  as 
from  herfavour  it  feemed,  by  a  comfortable  dofe  of  gin. 
I  had  no  pleafure  in  this  company,  and  therefore,  as 
the  window  was  wide  open,  I  fallied  forth  into  the 
open  air :  but  to  my  great  aftonifhment  found  my- 
felf  unable  to  fly,  which  I  had  always  during  my  ha- 
bitation in  the  body  conceived  of  fpirits;  however, 
I  came  fo  lightly  to  the  ground,  that  I  did  not  hurt 
myfelfi  and  though  I  had  not  the  gift  of  flying 
(owing  probably  to  my  having  neither  feathers  nor 
wings),  I  was  capable  of  hopping  fuch  a  prodigious 
way  at  once,  that  it  fervcd  my  turn  almoft  as  well. 

I  HAD  not  hopped  far,  before  I  perceived  a  tall 
young  gentleman  in  a  filk  waifl:coat,  with  a  wing  on 
his  left  heel,  a  garland  on  his  head,  and  a  caduceus 


•  Eyes  are  not  perhaps  fo  properly  adapted  to  a  fpiritual  Aib- 
ftance  ;  but  we  are  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  obliged  to  ufe 
corporeal  terms  to  make  ourfelves  the  better  underftood. 

in 


WORLD  TO  THE  NEXT,   &c.     329 

in  his  right  *  hand.  1  thought  1  had  feen  this  perfon 
before,  but  had  not  time  to  recollect  where,  when  he 
called  out  to  me,  and  af->:ed  me  how  long  I  had  been 
departed.  I  anlwered,  I  was  jull  come  forth.  You 
muft  not  (lay  here,  replied  he,  unlefs  you  had  been 
murdered;  in  which  cafe  indeed,  you  might  have 
been  fuifered  to  walk  feme  time  :  but  if  you  died  a 
natural  death,  you  mu(t  iet  out  for  the  other  world 
immediately.  1  dciired  to  know  the  way.  O,  cried 
the  gentleman,  1  will  Ihcw  you  to  the  inn  whence 
the  ilage  proceeds  :  for  I  am  the  porter.  Perhaps 
you  never  heard  of  me,  mv  name  is  Mercury.  Sure, 
Sir,  faid  I,  I  have  fcen  you  at  the  playhoufe.  Upon 
which  he  fmiled,  and  without  fatisfying  me  as  to 
that  point,  walked  diredly  forward,  bidding  me  hop 
after  him.  I  obeyed  him,  and  loon  found  myfelf  in 
Warwick-lane  i  where  Mercury  making  a  full  Hop, 
pointed  at  a  particular  houfe,  v^^here  he  bad  me  en- 
quire for  the  ilage,  and  williing  me  a  good  journey, 
took  his  leave,  faying  he  muft  go  feek  after  other 
cuftomers. 

I  ARRIVED  jud  as  the  coach  was  fetting  out,  and 
found  I  had  no  occafion  for  enquiry  :  for  every  per- 
fon feemed  to  know  my  bufinefs  the  moment  I  ap- 
peared at  the  door  :  the  coachm.an  told  me,  his  horfes 
were  to,  but  that  he  had  no  place  left  j  however, 
though  there  were  already  fix,  the  paffengers  oiTered 
to  make  room  for  me.  I  thanked  them,  and  afcend- 
ed  without  much  ceremony.  We  immediately  be- 
gan our  journey,  being  I'even  in  number;  for  as 
the  women  wore  no  hoops,  three  of  them  v/ere  but 
equal  to  two  men. 

Perhaps,  reader,  thou  may'd  be  pleafcd  with  an 
account  of  this  whole  equipage,  as  peradventure  thou 
wilt  not,  while  alive,  fee  any  fuch.     The  coach  was 

•  This  Is  the  drefs  In  which  the  god  appears  to  mortals  at  the 
theatres.  One  of  the  offices  attributed  to  this  god  by  the  ancients, 
was  to  coUedt  the  ghofts  as  a  fliepherd  doth  a  flock  of  flieep,  and 
drive  them  with  his  wand  into  the  other  world, 

made 
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made  by  an  eminent  toyman,  who  is  well  knov/n  to 
deal  in  imn-iacerial  fubftance,  that  being  the  matter 
of  which  it  was  connpounded.  The  work  was  fo  ex- 
tremely fine,  that  it  was  entirely  invifible  to  the  hu- 
man eye.  The  horfes  which  drew  this  extraordinary 
vehicle  were  all  fpiritual,  as  well  as  the  pafTengers. 
They  had,  indeed,  all  died  in  the  lervice  of  a  cer- 
tain pofb-mafter  ;  and  as  for  the  coachman,  who  was 
a  very  thin  piece  of  immaterial  fubdance,  he  had  the 
lionour  while  alive  of  driving  the  Great  Peter,  or 
Peter  the  Great,  in  v/iiofe  fervice  his  foul,  as  well 
as  body,  was  ahnoft  (larvecl  to  death. 

Such  was  the  vehicle  in  which  1  fen  out,  and  now, 
thofe  who  are  not  willing  to  travel  on  with  m,e,  may, 
if  they  pleafe,  (lop  here  i  thofe  who  are,  muft  pro- 
ceed to  the  fubfequent  chapters,  in  which  this  jour- 
ney IS  continued. 


CHAP.     II. 

/;;  iz'hkh  the  author  firji  refutes  fonie  idle  opinions  con^ 
cerning  fpints^  and  then  the  fajfsngers  relate  their 
fever  at  deaths. 

T  T  is  the  common  opinion  t'lat  fpirits,  like  owls, 
^  can  fee  in  the  dark  ;  n-iy,  and  can  then  mofb 
rafiiy  be  perceived  by  otht-rs.  For  which  realbn, 
nnny  perlbns  of  good  underllanding,  to  prevent  be- 
ing terrified  with  luch  objeds,  ufually  keep  a  candle 
burning  by  them,  that  the  light  may  prevent  their 
feeing.  Mr.  Locke,  in  direct  oppofition  to  this, 
hath  not  doubted  to  afiert,  that  you  may  fee  a  fpirit 
in  open  daylight  full  as  well  as  in  the  darkefl  night. 
It  was  very  dark  when  we  fet  out  from  the  inn, 
nor  could  we  fee  any  more  than  if  every  foul  of  us 
had  been  alive.  We  had  travelled  a  gr)od  way,  be- 
fore any  one  offered  to  open  his  mouth;  indeed,  mod 

of 
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of  the  company  were  fafl:  afleep  *  :  but  as  I  could 
not  clofc  my  own  eyes,  and  perceived  the  Ipirir,  who 
fat  oppolite  to  me,  to  be  likewife  awake,  1  began  to 
make  overtures  oi  converlation,  by  complaining /^(pty 
dark  it  '•joas,  /  And  extremely  cold  too,  anfwered 
'  my  feilow-ti-aveiler,  though  I  thank  God,  as  I 
'  have  no  body,  1  feel  no  inconvenience  from  it :  But 
«  you  v.'iil  believe.  Sir,  that  this  froUy  air  mud  feem 
«  very  fliarp  to  one  juil  ilTued  forth  out  of  an  oven  : 

*  for  fuch  was  the  inflamed  habitation  I  am  lately 
'  departed  from.'    *  How  did  you  come  to  your  end, 

*  Sir?'  faid  I.  '  I  was  murdered.  Sir,  anfwered  the 
«  gentleman.     I  am  furpriztd  then,  replied  I,  that 

<  you  did  not  divert  yourfelf  by  walking  up  and 
'  down,    and  playing  fome  merry   tricks  with  the 

<  murderer.'  *  Oh,  Sir,  returned  he,  I  had  not  that 

*  privilege,  I  was  lawfully  pur  to  death.     h\  (horr, 

*  a  phyfician  fet  me  on  fire,  by  giving  me  m.edicines 

<  to  throw  out  my  diitemper.     I  died  of  a  hot  regi- 

<  men,  as  they  call  it,  in  the  fmall-pox.' 

One  of  the  fpirits   at  that  word  ftarted  up,   and 
cried  out,  *  The  fmall-pox!  blefs  me  !  I  hope  I  am 

*  not  in  company  with  that  diftemper,  which  I  have 

*  all  my  life  with  fuch  caution  avoided,  and  have  fo 
«  happily  efcaped  hitherto  !'  This  fright  kt  all  the 
pafTengers  who  were  awake  into  a  loud  laughter  j 
and  the  gentleman  recollefling  himfelf  with  fome 
confufion,  ana  not  without  blufhing,  alked  pardon, 
crying,  '  I  proteft  I  dreamt  that  1  was  alive.  Per- 
«  haps.  Sir,  laid  I,  you  died  of  that  diffcemper,  wliich 

<  therefore  made  foftrong  an  impreffiononyou.'  *No, 
'  Sir,  anfwered  he,  I  never  had  it  in  my  life  ;  but  the 

*  continual  and  dreadful  apprehenfion  it  kept  me  fo 
'  long  under  cannot,  I  fee,  be  fo  iminediately  era- 

<  dicated.  You  muft  know.  Sir,  I  avoided  comino- 
«  to  London  for  thirty  years  together,  for  fear  of 

<  the  fmall-pox,  till  the  moft  urgent  bufmefs  brouo-hc 

*  Thofe  who  have  read  of  the  gods  fleeping  in  Homer,  will 
not  be  furprized  at  this  happening  to  fpirits, 

3  *  me 
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'  me  thither  about  five  days  ago.     I  was  fo  dread- 

*  fully  afraid  of  this  difeafe,  that  I  refufed  the  fecond 

*  night  of  my  arrival  ro  fup  with  a  friend,  whofe  wife 

*  had  recovered  of  itfeveral  months  before,  and  the 

*  fame  evening  got  a  furfeit  by  eating  too  many 

*  mufcles,  which  brought  me  into  this  good  com- 

*  pany.' 

'  1  WILL   lay  a  wager,  cried  the  fpirit,  who  fat 

*  next  him,  there  is  not  one  in  the  coach  able  to  guefs 
'  my  diftemper.'  I  defired  the  favour  of  him,  to 
acquaint  us  of  it,  if  it  was  fo  uncommon.  ^  Why, 
«  Sir,  (faid  he)  I  died  of  honour/ — *  Of  honour,  Sir ! 

*  repeated  I,  with  fome  furprize.'  ^  Yes,  Sir,  anfwered 

*  the  fpirit,  of  honour,  for  I  was  killed  in  a  duel.' 

*  For  my  part,  faid  a  fair  Spirit,  I  was  inoculated 

*  lad  fummer,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 

*  with  a  very  few  marks  in  my  face.     I  eftcemed  my- 

*  felf  now  perfedly  happy,  as  I  imagined  1  had  no 
'  reftraint  to  a  full  enjoyment  of  the  diverfions  of  the 
'  town  ;   but  within  a  few  days  after  my  coming  up, 

*  I  caught  cold   by   overdancing   myfelf  at  a  ball, 

*  and  laft  night  died  of  a  violent  fever.' 

After  a  fhort  filence,  which  now  enfued,  the  fair 
fpirit  who  fpoke  laft,  it  being  now  daylight,  ad- 
drefled  herfelf  to  a  female,  who  fat  next  her,  and 
afked  her  to  what  chance  they  owed  the  happinefs  of 
her  company.  She  anfwered,  fhe  apprehended  to  a 
confumption  :  but  the  phyficians  were  not  agreed 
concerning  her  diftemper,  for  fhe  left  two  of  them  in 
a  very  hot  difpute  about  it,  when  flie  came  out  of  her 
body.  And  pray,  madam,  faid  the  fame  fpirit,  to 
the  fixth  paffenger,  *  How  came  you  to  leave  the 
<  other  world  ?'  But  that  female  fpirit  fcrewing  up 
her  mouth,  anfwered,  fhe  wondered  at  the  curiofity 
of  fome  people ;  that  perhaps  perfons  had  already 
heard  fome  reports  of  her  death,  which  were  far  from 
being  true  :  that  whatever  was  the  occafion  of  it,  fhe 
■was  glad  at  being  delivered  from  a  world,  in  which 
Ihc  had  no  plealure,  and  where  there  was  nothing 

buc 
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but  nonfenfe  and  impertinence  j  particularly  among 
her  own  fex,  whole  \oui'c  condu6l  ihe  had  long  been 
eniircly  afliamed  of. 

The  beauteous  fpirit,  perceiving  her  queftion  gave 
offence,  purfucd  ic  no  farther.   She  had  indeed  all  the 
fweetncfs  and  good-humour,  which  are  fo  extremely 
amiable  (when  found)  in  chat  fex.  which  tendernefs 
moft  exquifnely   becomes.      Her  countenance  dif- 
played  all  the  cheerfulnefs,  the  good- nature,  and  the 
modefly,   which   diffufe  fuch   brightnefs  round   the 
beauty   of  Seraphina*,  awing  every  beholder  with 
refpedt,  and,  at  the  fame  time,   ravilliing  him   with 
admiration.     Had  ic  not  been  indeed  for  our  con- 
verfation  on  the  fmall-pox,  I  fiiould  have  imagined 
we  had  been    honoured   with  her  identical  prefence. 
This  opinion  might  have  been  heightened  by  the 
good  i'tnie  fhe  uttered,  whenever  Ihe  fpoke ;   by  the 
delicacy  of  her  fentiments,  and  the  complacence  of 
her  behaviour,  together  with  a  certain  dignity,  which 
attended  every  look,  word,  and  gefture ;  qualities 
which   could  not  fail   making   an    impreffion   on   a 
heart  f  fo  capable  of  receiving  it  as  mine,   nor  was 
fhe  long  in  raifing  in   me  a  very  violent  degree  of 
feraphic  love.     I  do  not  intend  by  this,  that  fort  of 
love  which  men   are  very  properly  faid  to  make  to 
women  in  the  lower  world,  and  which  feldom  lafts 
any  longer  than  while  it  ia  making.     I  mean  by  fe- 
raphic love,   an  extreme  delicacy  and  tendernefs  of 
friendOiip,  of  which,  my  worthy  reader,  if  thou  had 
no  conception,  as  it  is  probable  thou  may'ft  not,  my 
endeavour  to  inftrufl  thee  would  be  as  fruitlefs,  as  It 
would  be  to  explain  the  moft  difficult  problems  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  to  one  ignorant  of  vulgar  arithmetic. 

*  A  particular  lady  of  quality  is  meant  here;  but  every  lady 
of  quality,  or  no  quality,  are  welcome  to  apply  the  cliaracter  to 
themfelves. 

f  We  have  before  made  an  apology  for  this  languao-e,  which 
we  here  repeat  for  the  laft  time  :  though  the  heart  may,  we  hope, 
be  metaphorically  ufed  here  with  more  propriety,  than  when 
we  apply  thofepaffipns  to  the  body,  which  belong  to  the  foul. 

To 
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To  return  therefore  to  matters  comprehenfible  by 
all  iinderftanuings  -,  the  difcourfe  now  turned  on  the 
vanity,  folly,  and  mifery  of  the  lower  world,  from 
■which  every  pafTenger  in  the  coach  exprefled  the 
higheft  fatisfafVion  in  being  delivered  :  though  it  was 
very  reinarkable,  that  notwithllanding  the  joy  we 
declared  at  our  death,  there  was  not  one  of  us  who 
did  not  mention  the  accident  which  occafioned  it,  as 
a  thing  we  would  have  avoided  if  we  could.  Nay, 
the  very  grave  lady  herfelf,  who  was  the  forwarded 
in  teflifying  her  delight,  confciTed  inadvertently, 
that  Hie  left  a  phyfician  by  her  bedfide.  And  the 
gentleman,  who  died  of  honour,  very  liberally  curfcd 
both  his  folly,  and  his  fencing.  While  we  were  en- 
tertaining ourfelves  with  thefe  matters,  on  a  fudden 
a  m.oft  oiTcnfive  fmell  began  to  invade  our  noflrils. 
This  very  much  refembled  the  favour,  which  travel- 
lers, in  fuQimer,  perceive  at  their  approach  to  that 
beautiful  village  of  the  Hague,  arifing  from  thofe 
delicious  canals,  which,  as  they  confift  of  ftanding 
water,  do  at  that  time  emit  odours  greatly  agreeable 
to  a  Dutch  taftei  but  not  fo  pleafant  to  any  other. 
Thofe  perfumes,  with  the  afTiftance  of  a  fair  wind, 
begin  to  aiTeft  perfons  of  quick  olfadory  nerves  at 
a  league's  difrance,  and  increafe  gradually  as  you 
approach.  In  the  fame  manner,  did  the  fmell  I  have 
juft  mentioned  miore  and  more  invade  us,  till  one 
of  the  Ipirits,  looking  out  of  the  coach-window,  de- 
clared we  were  juft  arrived  at  a  very  large  city;  and 
indeed  he  had  fcarce  faid  fo,  before  we  found  our- 
felves in  the  fuburbs,  and  at  the  fame  time,  the 
coachman  being  aflced  by  another,  mformed  us, 
that  the  name  of  this  place  was  the  City  of  Difeafes. 
The  road  to  it  was  extremely  fmooth,  and  excepting 
the  abovementioned  favour,  delightfully  pleafant. 
The  ftreets  of  the  fuburbs  were  lined  wiJi  bagnios-, 
taverns,  and  cooks  fliops  j  in  the  firft  we  faw  Icveral 
beautiful  women,  but  in  tav/dry  dreffes,  looking  out 
at  the  windows  i  and  in  the  latter  were  vifibly  expofed 

all 
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all  kinds  of  the  riclielt  dainties:  but  on  our  entering 
the  city,  we  found,  contrary  to  all  wc  had  feen  in  the 
other  world,  that  the  fuburbs  were  infinitely  plea- 
fanter  than  the  city  itfeU".  It  was  indeed,  a  very  dull, 
dark,  and  melancholy  place.  Few  people  appeared 
in  the  flreets,  and  thefe,  for  the  mol!:  part,  were  old 
women,  and  here  and  there  a  formal  grave  gentle- 
man, who  feemed  to  be  thinking,  with  large  tic- 
wigs  on,  and  amber-headed  canes  in  their  hands. 
We  were  all  in  hopes,  that  our  vehicle  would  not 
flop  here  ;  but,  to  our  Ibrrow,  the  coach  foon  drove 
into  an  inn,  and  we  were  obliged  to  aliglit. 


CHAP.     III. 

^he  adventures  we  met  with  in  the  City  of  Difeafes, 

WE    had  not   been    long   arrived   in   our  inn, 
where  it  lecms  v,/e  were  to  fpcnd  the  remain- 
der of  the  day,  before  our  hod  acquainted  us,  that 
it    was    cuftomary    for  ail    fpirits,   in   their  padao^e 
through  that  city,   to  pay  their  refpedts  to  that  lady 
Difeafe,  to  whofe  afliftance  they  had  owed  their  de- 
liverance froiv.  the  lower  world.     We  anfwered,   we 
iliould  not  fail  in  any  complacence  which  was  ufual 
to  others  ;  upon  which  our  holt  replied,   he  would 
immediately  fend  porters   to  condudl  us.     He  had 
not  long  quitted  the  room,  before  we  were  attended 
by  fomeof  thofe  grave  perfons,  whom  I  have  before 
defcribed  in  large  tie-  wigs  with  amber-headed  canes. 
Thefe  gentlemen  are  the  tickec-porters  in  the  city, 
and  their  canes  are  the  infigmo.y  or  tickets  denotino- 
their  office.    We  informed  them  of  the  feveral  ladies 
to  whom   we   were  obliged,  and  were  preparino-  to^ 
follow  them,  when  on  a  fudden  they  all  dared  atone 
another,  and  left  us  in  a  hurry,  with  a  frown  on  every 
countenance.     We  were  furprized  at  this  behaviour, 
and  prefently  fummoned  the  holl,  who  was  no  fooner 
acquainted  with  it,  than   he    burft  into  an  heartv 

laugh. 


236      A   JOURNEY  FROM   THIS 

laugh,  and  told  us  the  reafon  was,  becaufe  we  did 
not  fee  the  gentlemen  the  moment  they  came  in,  ac- 
cording to  the  CLiftom  of  the  place.  We  anfwered 
wich  Tome  confufion,  we  had  brought  nothing  with 
us  from  the  orher  v;orld,  which  we  had  been  all  our 
lives  informed    was   not  lavvfiil   to  do.     *   No,  no, 

*  mailer,  replied  the  hoft",  I  am  apprized  of  that, 
'  and  indeed  it  was  my  fault.     I   fliould  have  firlt 

*  fent  you  to  my  lord  *  Scrape  ;   who  would   have 

<  fupplied  you  with  what  you  want.'  '  My  lord  Scrape 
'  fupply  us  !  faid  I,  with  aftonilhment  :  Sure  you 
'  mud  know   we  cannot  give  him  fecurity  ;  and  1 

*  am  convinced   he   never  lent  a  fliilling  without  it 

*  in  his  life.'     *  No,  Sir,  anfwered  the  hod,  and  for 

*  that  reafon   he  h  obliged  to  do  it  here,  where  he 

*  is  fenienced  to  keep  a  bank,  and  to  didribute  mo- 

*  ney  gratis  to  all  paiTengers.     This  bank  originally 

<  confifted  of  juft  that  fum,  which  he  had  miferably 
«  hoarded  up  in  the  other  world,  and  he  is  to  per- 
'  ceive  it  decreafe  vifibly  one  fhilling  a  day,  till  it 
'  is  totally  exhaufted  ;   after  which,  he  is  to  return  to 

*  the  other  world,  and  perform  the  part  of  a  mifer 
'  for  feventy  years  ;  then  being  purified  in  the  body 
'  of  a  Hog,  he  is  to  enter  the  human  fpecies  again, 

<  and  take  a  fecond  trial.*  *  Sir,  faid  I,  you  tell  me 
'  wonders:  but  if  his  bank  be  to  decreafe  only  a  fhil- 

*  ling  a  day,  how  can  he  furnidi  all  paiTengers  V  *The 

*  rell,  anfwered  the  hofl,  is  fupplied  again  j  but  in  a 
«  manner  which  I  cannot  eafiiy  explain  to  you.'     *  I 

<  apprehend,  faid  1,  this  difiiribution  of  hi?  money 

<  is  inflided  on  him  as  a  punifliment ;  but  I  do  not 

<  fee  how  it  can  anfwer  that  end,  when  he  knows  it 
«  is  to  be  reftored  to  him  again.  Would  it  not  ferve 

<  the  purpofe  as  well,  if  he  parted  only  with  the  fingl« 

<  Shilling,  which  it  feems  is  all  he  is  really  to  lofe  ?' 

*  Sir,  cries  the  hoft.  When  you  obferve  the  agonies 

*  with  whi<zh  he  parts  with  every  guinea,  you  will  be 

•  Thst  w€  may  mention  it  once  for  all,  in  the  panegyrical 
part  of  this  work,  fome  particular  perfon  is  always  meant,  but 
in  th«  faurical  no  body. 

*  of 
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'  of  anorher  opinion.     No  prifoner  condemned   to 

'  death  ever  begged  fo  heartily  ("or  tranfporracion,  as 

*  he^  when   he  received   his  fcntcnce,   did,   to  go  to 

*  hell,  provided  he  might  carry  his  money  with  him. 

*  But  you  will  know  more  of  thele  tilings,  when  you 
'  arrive  at  the  upper  world;  and  no'v,  if  you  pleal'e, 

*  I  will  attend  you  to  my  lord's,   who  is  obliged  to 

*  fupply  you  with  wiiatever  you  dcfire.* 

We  found  his  lordlhip  fitting  at  the  upper  end  of 
a  table,  on  whicli  was  an  immenfe  fum  of  money, 
difpofed  in  fcveral  heaps,  every  one  of  which  would 
have  purchafed  the  honour  of  lome  patriots,  and  thf:: 
chaftity  of  fome  prudes.  The  moment  he  faw  us, 
he  turned  pale,  and  fighed,  as  well  apprehending  our 
bufinefs.  Mine  hoft  accolted  him  with  a  familiar  air, 
which  at  firll  furprized  me,  who  fo  well  remembered 
the  refpecft  I  had  formerly  feen  p^,id  this  lord,  by 
men  infinitely  fuperior  in  quality  to  the  perfon  who 
now  faluted  him  in  the  following  manner  :   '  Here, 

*  you  lord,  and  be  dam — d  to  your  little  fneaking 

*  foul,  tell  out  your  money,  and  fupply  your  betters 

*  with  what  they  want.  Be  quick,  firrah,  or  Til  fetch 
'  the  beadle  to  you.     Don't  fancy  yourfelf  in  the 

*  lower   world    again,   v/ich   your  privilege  at  your 

*  a — ,*  He  then  (hook  a  cane  at  his  iordfhip,  who 
immediately  began  to  tell  out  his  money,  with  the 
fame  miferable  air  and  face,  which  the  mifer  on  our 
ftage  wears,  while  he  delivers  his  bank  bills.  This 
affected  fome  of  us  fo  much,  that  v/e  had  certainly 
returhed  with  no  more  than  what  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  fee  the  porters,  had  not  our  hod,  pef'  eiv- 
ing  our  companion,  begged  us  nortofpare  a  fellow, 
who  in  the  niidft  of  immenfe  wealth  had  always  re- 
fufed  the  leafl:  contribution  to  charity.  Our  hearts 
were  hardened  with  this  reflexion,  and  we  all  filled 
our  pockets  with  his  money.  I  remarked  a  poetical 
fpirit  in  particular,  who  fwore  he  would  have  a  hearty 
gripe  at  him  :  ^  For,  fays  he,  the  rafcal  not  only  re- 
«  fufed  to  fubfcribe  to  my  vvorks  :  but  lent  back  my 

Vol.  IV.  '  Z  '  letter 
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'  letter  unanfwered,  though  I  am  a  better  gentleman 
*  than  himfelf.' 

We  now  recurned  from  this  miferable  obje6l, 
greatly  admirnig  the  propriety  as  well  as  juftice  of 
his  punifhmeni,  which  confiflcd,  as  our  hoft  in- 
formed us,  merely  in  the  delivering  forth  his  moneys 
and  he  oblervcd  we  could  not  wonder  at  the  pain 
this  gave  him>  fince  it  was  as  realonable  that  the 
bare  parting  with  money  fhould  make  him  mifer- 
able, as  that  the  bare  having  money  without  ufing 
it  (hould  have  made  him  happy. 

Other  tiewig-porters  (for  thofe  we  had  fummon- 
ed  before  refufed  to  vifit  us  again)  now  attended  usi 
and  we  having  fee'd  them  the  inftant  tliey  entered 
the  roam,  according  to  the  inftru6lions  of  our  hoft, 
they  bowed  and  fmiled,  and  offered  to  introduce  us 
to  wiiatevcr  difeafe  we  pleafed. 

We  ii:t  Out  feveral  ways,  a§  we  were  all  to  pay 
our  refpects  to  different  ladies.  I  direfted  my  por- 
ter to  fliew  me  to  the  Fever  on  the  Spirits,  being 
the  difeafe  which  had  delivered  me  from  the  flefh* 
My  guide  and  I  traverfed  many  ftreets,  and  knock- 
ed at  feveral  doors,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  one  we 
were  told,  lived  the  Confumption  j  at  another,  the 
Maladie  Alamode,  a  French  lady  j  at  the  third,  the 
Dropfy  ;  at  the  fourth,  the  Rheumatifm  ;  at  the  tifth> 
Intemperance;  at  the  fixth,  Misfortune.  I  was  tired, 
and  had  exhaulted  my  patience,  and  almoft  my 
purfe  ;  for  I  gave  my  porter  a  new  fee  at  every  blun- 
der he  made  :  when  my  guide,  with  a  folemn  coun- 
tenance, told  me,  he  could  do  no  more  j  and  march- 
ed off  without  any  farther  ceremony. 

He  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  1  met  another  gen- 
tleman with  a  ticket,  /.  e,  an  amber-headed  cane  in 
his  hand,  I  firfl  fee'd  him,  and  then  acquainted  him 
with  the  name  of  the  difeafe.  He  caft  himfelf  for 
two  or  three  minutes  into  a  thoughtful  pofture,  then 
pulled  a  piece  of  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  on  which 
lie  writ  f)i"nething  in  one  of  the  oriental  languages,  I 
J  believe  i 
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believe ;  for  I  could  not  read  a  fyllable :  he  bade 
me  carry  it  to  fuch  a  particular  fliop,  and  telling  me 
it  would  do  my  bufinefs,  he  cook  his  leave. 

Secup.e,  as  I  now  thought  myfelfof  my  dirc(ftion, 
I  went  to  the  fhop,  which  very  much  refembled 
an  apothecary's.  The  pcrfon  Vv'ho  officiated,  having 
read  the  paper,  took  down  about  twenty  different 
jars,  and  pouring  fomething  out  of  every  one  of 
them  made  a  mixture,  which  he  delivered  to  me  in 
a  bottle,  having  tird  tied  a  paper  round  the  neck  of 
it,  on  which  were  written  three  or  four  words,  the 
laft  containing  eleven  fyllables.  I  mentioned  the 
name  of  the  difeafe  I  wanted  to  find  outj  but  re- 
ceived no  other  anfwer,  than  that  he  had  done  as 
he  was  ordered,  and  the  drugs  were  excellent. 

I  BEGAN  now  to  be  enraged,  and  quitting  the 
fhop  with  fome  anger  in  my  countenance,  I  intended 
to  find  out  my  inn  :  but  meeting  in  the  way  a  por- 
ter, whofe  countenance  had  in  it  fomething  more 
pleafing  than  ordinary,  I  refolved  to  try  once  more, 
and  clapp'd  a  fee  into  his  hand.  As  foon  as  I  men- 
tioned the  difeafe  to  him,  he  laughed  heartily,  and 
told  me  I  had  been  impofed  on,  for  in  reality  no 
fuch  difeafe  was  to  be  found  in  that  city.  He  then 
enquired  into  the  particulars  of  my  cafe,  and  was  no 
fooner  acquainted  with  them,  than  he  informed  me 
that  the  Maladie  Alamode  was  the  lady  to  whom  I 
was  obliged.  I  thanked  him,  and  immediately  went 
to  pay  my  refpefls  to  her. 

The  houfe,  or  rather  palace,  of  this  lady,  was 
one  of  the  moil  beautiful  and  magnificent  in  the 
city.  The  avenue  to  it  was  planted  with  fycamore 
trees,  with  beds  of  flowers  on  each  fide  ;  it  was  ex- 
tremely pleafant,  but  fhort.  I  was  conducted  through 
a  magnificent  hall,  adorned  wi[h  feveral  ftatues  and 
buftoes,  moft  of  them  maimed,  whence  I  concluded 
them  all  to  be  true  antiques  j  but  was  informed  they 
were  the  figures  of  feveral  modern  heroes,  who  had 
died  martyrs  to  her  ladyfi-iip's  caufe.    I  next  mount- 

Z  2  ed 


340       A   JOURNEY   FROM    THIS 

ed  throuf;h   a  large  painted   naircafe,  where  feveral 
perfons  were  de[)!Lrured  in  caricatura  ;   and,  upon 
enquiry,  was  tdld  rhey  v/ere  t'le  porrrairs  of  thofe 
who   had   dillinguiihed    themfeives  ngainft  the  lady 
iiT  the  lowtT  world.    I  rcippoie  1  fhould  have  known 
the  faces  of  trany  phyficians  and  liirgeons,  had  thcv 
not  bfen  fo  violently  drdorted  by  the  painter.  Indeed, 
he  had  exerted  fo  much  malice   in   his  work,  that  I 
believe  he  had   hiinfelf  received  fome  particular  fa- 
vours from  the  ladv  of  thi-s  manfion  :  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  a  groupe  of  ftranger  figures.   I  then  er^re^ed 
a  long  room,   hung  round  with  the  pictures  of  wo- 
men of  fuch  exaft  fliapes  and  features,  that  I  (liould 
have  thought  myfelf  in  a  gallery  of  beauties,  had  not 
a  certain  fallow  palenefs  in  their  complexions  givert 
me  a  more  diflafteful  idea.     Through  this,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  a  fecond  apartment,  adorned,  if  I  may  fa 
call  it,   with  the  figures  of  old  ladies.     Upon  my 
feeming  to  admire  at  this  furniture,  the  fervant  told 
me   with    a  fmiile,    that  thefc   had   been  very  good 
friends  of  his  lady,  and   had  done  her  eminent  fer- 
vice  in  the  lower  v/orld.     1  immediately  recolleded 
the  faces  of  one  or  two  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had 
formerly  kept  bagnios  :  but  v/as  very  much  furpriz- 
ed  to  fee  the  refemblance  of  a  lady  of  great  diltinc- 
tion  in  iuch  company.   I'he  fervant,  upon  my  men- 
tioning this,  made  no  other  anfvver  than  that  his  lady 
had  piclures  of  all  degrees. 

I  WAS  now  introduced  into  the  prefence  of  the 
lady  herfelf.  She  was  a  thin,  or  raJher  meagre  pcr- 
fon,  very  wan  in  the  countenance,  bad  no  nole,  and 
many  pimples  in  her  {-Ace.  She  offered  to  r;fe  at  my 
entrance,  but  could  not  (land.  After  many  com- 
pliments, much  congratulation  on  her  fide,  and  the 
moft  fervent  e-xpreiTions  of  gratitude  on  mine,  fhe 
afked  me  many  quedions  concerning  the  fituation 
of  her  affairs  in  the  lower  world  j  molt  of  which  I  an- 
fwered  to  fier  intire  fatisfaftion.  At  lafl  with  a  kind 
of  forced  fmile,  flie   fciid,    I    fuppofc  t!ie  Pill   and 

Drop 
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Drop  go  on  fwimmingly.  I  told  htr,  they  were  re- 
ported to  have  done  great  cures.  She  replied,  fhe 
could  apprehend  no  danger  from  any  pcrfon,  who 
was  not  of  regular  praftice  ;  for  however  Hmple  man- 
kind are,  faid  Ihe,  or  however  afraid  they  are  of 
death,  they  prefer  dying  in  a  regular  manner  to  be- 
ing cured  by  a  noftrum.  She  then  exprefied  great 
pleafure  at  the  account  I  gave  Ikt  of  the  beau- 
rnonde.  She  faid,  Ihe  had,  herfelf,  removed  the 
hundreds  of  Drurv  to  the  hundreds  of  Charingcrofs, 
and  was  very  much  delighted  to  lind  they  had  fpread 
into  St.  James's  J  that  ihe  impured  this  chiefly  to 
feveral  of  her  dear  and  worthy  friends,  who  had 
lately  publifhed  their  excellent  works,  endeavouring 
to  extirpate  all  notions  of  religion  and  virtue;  and 
particularly  to  the  deferving  author  ot  the  Batche- 
ior's  Edimace,  to  whoin,  faid  Ihe,  it  I  had  not  rea- 
fon  to  think  he  was  a  furgeon,  and  had  tlierefore 
written  from  mercenary  views,  1  could  never  iuf- 
ficiently  own  my  obligations.  She  Ipoke  likewife 
greatly  in  approbation  of  the  method  fo  genercdly 
ufed  by  parents,  of  marrying  children  very  young, 
and  without  the  lead  affciftion  between  th€  parties  ; 
and  concluded  by  laying,  that  if  thefe  fafiiions  con- 
tinued to  fpread,  ilie  doubted  not  but  Hie  fhould 
ihortly  be  the  only  dif^-afe  who  would  ever  receive 
a  vifit  from  any  perfon  of  confiderable  rank. 

While  wc  vv'ere  difcourfing,  her  three  daughters 
entered  the  room.  They  were  ail  called  by  hard 
names,  tiie  eldetl  v.ms  named  *  Lepra,  the  fecond 
Chseras,  and  the  third  Scorbutia.  They  were  all 
gente^),  but  ugly.  I  could  not  help  obferving  the 
little  refpecl  they  paid  their  parent;  which  the  old 
lady  ren^u-king  in  my  countenance,  as  foon  as  they 
quitted  the  roum,  which  foon  happened,  acquainted 
me  with  her   unhappinefs    in    her  offspring,  every 

•  Thefe  ladiesy  I  believe,  by  their  names,  prefided  ov«r  th.e 
le^rofy,  klng\-e-uil,   s.w^ j'curvy , 

Z  3  one 
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one  of  which  had  the  confidence  to  deny  themfelves 
to  be  her  children,  though  fac  fatd  fhe  had  been  a 
very  indulgent  motlicr,  and  had  plentifully  provided 
for  them  all.  As  fannily  complaints  generally  as 
much  tire  the  hearer,  as  thty  relieve  hin^  who  makes 
them,  when  i  ^ound  her  launch  ^ng  farther  into  this 
fubjed,  i  refolved  to  put  an  end  to  my  vifit;  and 
taking  my  leave,  with  many  thanks  for  the  favour 
fhe  had  done  me,  I  returned  to  the  inn,  where  I 
found  my  fcllow-cravellers  juft  mounting  into  their 
vehicle.  1  fhook  hands  with  my  hoft,  and  accom- 
panied theiii  into  the  coach,  which  immediately  af- 
ter proceeded  on  its  journey. 

CHAP.    "iV. 

D'tfccurfes  en  the  ready  and  a  defcription  of  the  palace  of 

Death, 

E  were  all  filent  for  fome  minutes,  till  being 
well  lliaken  into  our  feveral  feats,  I  opened 
my  mouth  firfi,  and  related  v/hat  had  happened  to 
me  after  our  feparation  in  the  city  we  had  juH:  left. 
The  reft  of  the  company,  except  the  grave  female 
fpirit,  whom  our  reader  may  remember  to  have  re- 
fufed  giving  an  account  of  the  diftemper  which  oc- 
cafioned  her  diiTolotion,  did  the  fame.  It  might  be 
tedious  to  relate  theie  at  large,  wefnall  therefore  on- 
ly mention  a  very  remarkable  inveteracy,  which  the 
Surfeit  declared  to  all  the  other  difeafes,  efpecially  to 
the  Fever,  who,  fhe  faid,  by  the  roguery  of  the  por- 
ters, received  acknowledgn-.ents  from  numberlefs 
pafiengers,  which  were  due  to  herfelf.     *  Indeed  (fays 

*  file)  ihofe  cane-htaded  fellows  (for  fo  ^Att  called 
<  them,  alluding,  I  fuppofe,  to  their  ticket)  are  con- 
'  ilantly  making  fuch  millakes  :  there  is  no  gratitude 

*  in  thofe  fellows  i   for  1  am  fure  they  have  greater 

*  obligations  to  me,  than  to  any  other  difeafe,  except 

*  the 
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*  the  vapours.'  Thefe  relations  were  no  fooner  over, 
than  one  of  the  connpany  infornned  us,  we  were  ap- 
proaching to  the  mod  noble  building  he  had  ever 
beheld,  and  which  we  learnt  from   our  coachman, 
was  the  palace  of  Death.     Its  outfide,  indeed,  ap- 
peared extremely  magnificent.     Its  ftruclure  was  of 
the  gothic  order:  vaft  beyond  imagination,  the  whole 
pile  confilling  of  black  marble.     Rows  of  immenle 
yews  form  an  amphitheatre  round  it  of  fuch  height 
and  thicknefs,  that  no  ray  of  the  fun  ever  perforates 
this  grove  J  where  black  eternal  darknefs  would  reign^ 
was  it  not  excluded   by  innumerabl-e  lamps,  which 
are  placed  in   pyramids  round  the  grove.     So  that 
the  diftant  refiediion  they  call  on  the  palace,  whicli 
is  plentifully  gilt  with  gold  on  the  outfide,  is  incon- 
ceivably foiemn.     To  this  I  may  add,  the  hollow 
murmur  of  winds  confi:antly  heard  from  the  grove, 
and  the  very  remote  found  of  roaring  waters.  Indeed, 
€very  circumflance  feeir.s  to  confpire  to  fill  the  mind 
with  horror  and  coniternation  as  we  approach  to 
this  palace  i  which  we  had  fcarce  time  to  adm/ire, 
before  our  vehicle  flopped  at  the  gate,  and  we  were 
defired  to  alight,  in  order  to  pay  our  refpedts  to  his 
moft  mortal  majefty  (this   being  the  title  v/hich  it 
feems  he  aifumes).     The  outward  court  was  full  of 
foldiers,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  very  much  refem- 
bled  the  ftate  of  an  earthly  monarch,  only  more  mag- 
nificent. We  palfed  through  feveral  courts,  into  a  vaft 
hall,  which  led  to  a  fpacious  ftaircafe,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  ftood  two  pages,   with   very  grave  counte- 
nances i   whom  I  recoilefted  afterwards  to  have  for- 
merly been  very  eminent  undertakers,  and  were  in 
reality   the   only  difmal  faces   I  faw  here:  for  this 
palace,  (o  awful  and  tremendous  without,   is  all  gay 
and  fprightly  within,  fo  that  wt  foon  loft  all  thofe 
difmal  and  gloomy  ideas  v;e  had  contraded  in  ap- 
proaching ir.     Indeed,   the  Hill  filence  maintained 
among  the  guards  and  attendants  refembled  rather 
the  (lately  pomp  of  eaQern  courts ;   but  there  was  on 

Z  4  every 
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every  face  iuch  fyniptoms  of  content  and  happinefs, 
that  diiTufed  an  air  of  cheerfiilnefs  all  round.  We 
afccnded  the  (taircafe,  and  pafled  through  many  no- 
ble apartments,  whofe  walls  were  adorned  with  va- 
rious battle-pieces  in  tapellry,  and  which  we  fpent 
Ibme  time  in  obferving.  Thefe  brought  to  my 
mind  thofe  beautiful  ones  I  had  in  my  lifetime  (een 
at  Blenheim,  nor  could  I  prevent  my  curiofity  from 
enquiring  where  the  duke  of  Marlborough's  vi(5to- 
ries  were  placed  i  (for  I  think  they  were  almoft:  the 
only  battles  of  any  eminence  I  had  read  of,  which  I 
did  not  meet  with  :)  when  the  fkeleton  of  a  beef- 
carer,  iliaking  his  head,  told  me,  a  certain  gentle- 
man, one  Lewis  XlVth,  who  had  great  intercd 
with  his  moft  mortal  majePiy,  had  })revented  ariy 
fuch  from  being  hung  up  there;  befides,  (fays  he) 
his  majefty  hath  no  great  refpecl  for  that  duke,  for 
he  never  fent  him  afubjedl  he  could  keep  from  him, 
nor  did  he  ever  get  a  fmgle  lubjeift  by  his  means,, 
but  he  loft  io„c  others  for  him.  We  found  the 
prefence-chambcr,  at  our  entrance,  very  full  and  a 
buz  ran  through  it,  as  in  all  ailemblies,  before  the 
principal  figure  enters  ;  for  his  majefly  was  not  yet 
come  out.  At  the  bottom  of  the  room  were  two 
perfons  in  clofc  conference,  one  with  a  fquare  black 
cap  on  his  head,  and  the  other  with  a  robe  embroi- 
dered with  flam.es  of  fiirc.  Thefcj  I  was  informed, 
were  a  judge  long  fince  dead,  and  an  inquifitor-ge- 
neral.  I  overheard  them  difputing  with  great  eager- 
nefs,  wheiher  the  one  had  hanged,  or  the  other 
burnt  tiie  mofl.  While  I  was  likening  to  this  dif- 
pute,  which  leemed  to  be  in  no  likelihood  of  a  fpeedy 
decifion,  the  emperor  entered  the  room,  and  placed 
himfcif  between  two  figures,  one  of  which  was  re- 
Hiarkable  for  the  roughnels,  and  the  ether  for  the 
beauty  of  his'appearance.  Thefe  were,  it  feems, 
Charles  the  Xllth  of  Sweden,  and  Alexander  of  Ma- 
cedon.  1  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  hear  any  of 
the  converfation,  fo  could  only  fatisfy  my  curiofity 
by  contemplating  the  feveral  pcrfonages  prefent,  of 

whofe 
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whofe  names  I  informed  myfelf  by  a  page,  who 
looked  as  pale  and  meagre  as  any  court-page  in  the 
other  world,  but  was  fomevvhat  more  mode  ft.  He 
fhewed  me  here  two  or  three  Turkiih  emperors,  to 
whom  his  mod  mortal  majefty  leemed  to  cxprefs 
much  civility.  Here  were  likewife  Teveral  of  the 
Roman  emperors,  among  whom  none  Teemed  fo 
much  carelTed  as  Caligula,  on  account,  as  the  page 
told  me,  of  his  pious  wifh,  that  he  could  fend  all 
the  Romans  hicher  at  one  blow.  The  reader  may 
be  perhaps  furprized,  that  I  faw  no  phyOcians  here; 
as  indeed  I  was  myfelf,  till  informed  that  they  were 
all  departed  to  the  city  of  Difeafes,  where  they  were 
bufy  in  an  experiment  to  purge  away  the  immorta- 
lity of  the  foul. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  recollecl  the  many  indivi- 
duals I  faw  here,  but  I  cannot  omit  a  fat  figure,  well 
drefTed  in  the  French  fafliion,  who  was  received  with 
extraordinary  comiplacence  by  the  emperor,  and 
whom  I  imagined  to  be  Lewis  the  XlVth  himfclf ; 
but  the  page  acc|uainted  me  he  was  a  celebrated 
French  cook. 

We  were  at  length  introduced  to  the  royal  pre- 
fence,  and  had  the  honour  to  kifs  hands.  His  ma- 
jefty afi:ed  us  a  few  queftions,  not  very  material  to 
relate,  and  foon  after  retired. 

When  we  returned  in:o  the  yard,  we  found  our 
caravan  ready  to  fct  our,  at  which  we  all  declared 
ourfelves  well  pleafed  ;  for  we  were  fuflicientiy  tired 
with  the  formality  of  a  court,  notwithftanding  its 
outward  fplendor  and  magnificence. 

CHAP.     V. 

The  travellers  -prDceed  on  their  journey,  ami  meet  fever al 
fpirits^  who  are  coming  into  the  fepo. 

"a  7  E  now  came  to  the  banks  of  the  great  river 
'\      Cocytus,  where  we  quitted  our  vehicle,  and 

pafTcd 
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pafled  the  water  in  a  boat,  after  which  we  were  obliged 
to  travel  on  foot  the  reft  of  our  journey  ;  and  now 
we  nnet,  for  the  firfi:  time,  leveral  paflengers  travel- 
ling to  the  world  we  had  left,  who  informed  us  ihey 
were  fouls  going  into  the  flefh. 

The  two  firft  we  met  were  walking  arm  in  arm  in 
very  clofe  and  friendly  conference  j  they  informed 
us,  that  one  of  them  was  intended  for  a  duke,  and 
the  other  for  a  hackney  coachman.  As  we  had  not 
yet  arrived  at  the  place  where  we  were  to  depofite 
our  pafTions,  we  were  all  furprized  at  the  familiarity, 
which  fubfifted  between  perfons  of  fuch  different 
degrees ;  nor  could  the  grave  lady  help  exprefling 
her  aftonifhment  at  it.  The  future  coachman  then 
replied  with  ^  laugh,  that  they  had  exchanged  lots ; 
for  that  the  duke  had  with  his  dukedom  drawn 
a  flirew  of  a  wife,  and  the  coachman  only  a  Iingle 
ftate. 

As  vve  proceeded  on  our  journey,  we  m.et  a  folemn 
fpirit  walking  alone  with  great  gravity  in  his  counte- 
nance :  our  curiofity  invited  us,  notwithftanding  his 
refcrve,  to  afl:  what  lot  he  had  drawn.  He  anfwered 
with  a  fmile,  he  was  to  have  the  reputation  of  a  wife 
man  with  100,000/.  in  hi  pocket,  and  that  he  was 
praclifmg  the  folemnity  which  he  was  to  act  in  the 
other  world. 

A  LITTLE  farther  we  met  a  company  of  very  merry 
fpirits,  whom  we  imagined  by  their  mirth  to  have 
drawn  fome  mighty  lot,  but,  on  enquiry,  they  in- 
formed us  they  were  to  be  beggars. 

The  farther  we  advanc'ed,  the  greater  numbers  we 
met :  and  now  we  difcovered  two  large  roads  leading 
different  ways,  and  of  very  different  appearance  ;  the 
one  all  craggy  with  rocks,  full  as  it  feemed  of  boggy 
.grounds,  and  every  where  befet  with  briars,  fo  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  pafs  through  it  without  the  utmoft 
dan^^er  and  difficulty  ;  the  other,  the  moft  delight- 
ful imaginable,  leading  through  the  moft  verdant 
meadows,  painted  and  perfumed  with  all  kinds  of 

beautiful 
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beautiful  flowers ;  in  fhort,  the  mod  wanton  imagi- 
nation could  imagine  nothing  more  lovely.  Not- 
withftanding  which,  we  were  lurprized  to  fee  great 
numbers  crowding  into  the  former,  and  only  one  or 
two  folitary  fpirits  chufing  the  latter.  On  enquiry 
we  were  acquainted  that  the  bad  road  was  the  way 
to  Greatnefs,  and  the  other  to  Goodnefs.  When  we 
cxprefled  our  furprize  at  the  preference  given  to  the 
former,  we  were  acquainted  that  it  was  chofen  for  the 
fake  of  the  mufic  of  drums  and  trumpets,  and  the 
perpetual  acclamations  of  the  mob  -,  with  which 
thofe  who  travelled  this  way  were  conftantly  falured. 
We  were  told  likewife,  that  there  were  feveral  noble 
palaces  to  be  feen,  and  lodged  in,  on  this  road,  by 
thofe  who  had  paft  through  the  difficulties  of  it 
(which  indeed  many  were  not  able  to  furmount),  and 
great  quantities  of  all  forts  of  treafure  to  be  found 
in  it  J  whereas  the  other  had  little  inviting  more  than 
the  beauty  of  the  way,  fcarce  a  handfome  building, 
fave  one  greatly  refembling  a  certain  houfe  by  the 
Bath,  to  be  feen  during  that  whole  journey  j  and 
laftly,  that  it  was  thought  very  fcandalous  and  mean- 
fpirited  to  travel  through  this,  and  as  highly  honour- 
able and  noble  to  pafs  by  the  other. 

We  now  heard  a  violent  noife,  when,  cafling  our 
eyes  forwards,  we  perceived  a  vaft  number  of  Ipirits 
advancing  in  purfuit  of  one,  whom  they  mocked 
and  infuked  with  all  kinds  of  fcorn.  I  cannot  s:ive 
my  reader  a  more  adequate  idea  of  this  fcene,  than 
by  comparing  it  to  an  Engiifh  mob  condudHng  a 
pickpocket  to  the  water;  or  by  fuppofing  tr.at  an 
incenfed  audience  at  a  playhoufe  had  unhappily  pof- 
feffed  tfiemfelves  of  the  miferable  damned  poet. 
Some  laughed,  fome  hiffed,  fom.e  fquawled,  fome 
groaned,  fome  bawled,  fome  fpit  at  him,  fome  threw 
dirt  at  him.  It  was  impofTible  not  to  alk  who  or 
what  the  wretched  fpiric  was,  whom  they  treated  in 
this  barbarous  manner;  when,  to  our  great  furprize, 
we  were  informed  that  it  was  a  king  :  we  were  likewife 

tuld 
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told  that  this  manner  of  behaviour  was  ufual  among 
the  fpirits  to  thoie  who  drew  the  lots  of  emperors, 
kings,  and  other  great  m.en,  not  from  envy  or  anger, 
but  mere  derifion  and  conteinpt  or  earthly  grandeur : 
that  nothing  was  more  common, than  tor  thole  who  had 
drawn  thefe  great  prizes  (as  lo  us  they  feemed)  to 
exchange  them  with  tailors  and  cobiers ;  and  that 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  Diogenes,  had  formerly 
done  fo  ;  he  that  was  afterwards  Diogenes  having 
originally  fallen  on  the  lot  of  Alexander. 

And  now,  on  a  fudden,  the  mockery  ceafed,  and 
the  king  fpirit  having  obtained  a  hearing,  began  to 
fpcak  as  follows:  for  v.e  were  now  near  enough  to 
hear  him  ditlindlly. 

*  Gentlemen, 

*  I   am  juRiy   furprized  at  your    treating   me   in 

*  this  manner  j   fince  v.-hacever  lot  I  have  drawn,  I 

*  did  not   chiife  :    if  therefore  it   be   worthy  of  de- 

*  rifion,  you  fhould  companionate  me,  for  it  migiu 

*  have  fallen  to  any  of  your  fnares.     I  know  in  how 

*  low  a  light  the  Iiacion  to  which  fate  hath  affigned 
'  me  is  confic'ered    h.ere,    and    that  wh.en   ambition 

*  doth  not  fupport  ir,  ii  becomes  generallv  fi)  in- 
'  tolerable,  that  there  is  Icarce  any  other  condition 
'  for  v^hich  it  is  not  gladly  exchanged  ;  (or  what 
<  portion,  in  the  world  to  v/hich  we  are  going,   is  fo 

*  niiferable  as  that  of  care  ?   Should  I  thcrefure  con- 

*  fider  myfelf  as  become  by  this  ioc  elfentially  your 
«  (uperior,  and  of  a  higher  order  of  being  than  the 

*  reil  of  my  fcllow-crearures :  fhould  I  foolifl-ily  ima- 
«  gine  myieif  without  v/ifdom   fuperior  to  the  wife, 

*  without  knowledge  to  the  learned,  without  courage 
'  to  the  brave,  and  without  goodnefs  and  virtue  to 

*  the  good  and  virtuous;    lurtly  fo  prepofterous,  fo 

*  abfurd  a  pride,  would  juftly  render  me  the  objecl  of 

*  ridicule.   But  far  be  it  from  me  to  e^uertain  it.   And 

*  yet,  gentlemen,  I  prize  the  lot  I  have  drawn,  nor 
«  would  1  exchange  it  with  any  of  yoursj  feeing  it  is 

*  in 
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in  mv  eye  fo  much  greater  than  the  reth  Ambition, 
which  i  own  mylelf  pofleft  of,  teaches  me  this; 
Ambition,  which  makes  me  covet  praife,  affures 
me,  that  I  fnall  enjoy  a  much  larger  portion  of  it 
than  can  fail  within  your  power  either  to  deferve  or 
obtain.  I  am  then  fuperior  to  you  all,  when  I  am 
able  to  do  more  good,  and  when  I  execute  that 
power.  Whatthefather  is  to  the  Ion, the  guardian  to 
the  orphan,  or  the  patron  to  his  client,  that  am  I  to 
you.  You  are  mv  children,  to  whom  I  will  be  a 
father,  a  guardian,  and  a  patron.  Not  one  even- 
ing in  my  long  reign  (for  lo  it  is  to  be)  v/ill  I  re- 
pofe  myfeif  to  reft,  without  the  glorious,  the  heart- 
warming confideration,  that  thoufands  i-.at  n;ghc 
owe  their  fweeteft  reft  to  me.  What  a  delicious  for- 
tune is  it  to  him,  whole  ftrongcft  appetite  is  doing 
good,  to  have  every  day  the  opportunity  and  the 
po\ver  of  fatisfving  it  !  If  fcicli  a  man  hath  am- 
bition, how  happy  is  it  for  him  to  be  feated  fo  on 
high,  that  every  a6t  blazes  abroad,  and  attracts  to 
him  praifes  tainted  with  neither  farcafm  nor  adu- 
lation j  but  fuch  as  the  niceft  and  moft  delicate 
mind  may  relifti  ?  Thus  therefore,  while  you  de- 
rive your  good  from  me,  I  am  your  fuperior.  If 
to  my  ftri6t  diftribution  of  juftice  you  owe  the 
fafety  of  your  property  from  domeftic  enemies :  if 
by  my  vigilance  and  valour  you  are>  protecfled  from 
foreign  foes  :  if  by  my  encouragement  of  genuine 
induftry,  every  fcience,  every  art  which  can  em- 
bellifti  or  fweeten  life,  is  produced  and  flourifhes 
among  you  j  will  any  of  you  be  fo  infenfible  or  un- 
grateful, as  to  deny  praife  and  refpeCl  to  him,  bv 
whofe  care  and  condufc  you  enjoy  thefe  blclTings  ? 
I  wonder  not  at  the  cenfurc  which  fo  frequently 
falls  on.thofe  i."5  my  Uation  :  but  I  wonder  that  thofc 
in  my  ftation  fo  frequently  deferve  it.  What 
ftrange  perverfcnefs  of  niUure  1  What  vvancon  de- 
light, in  mifchief  muft  taint  his  compofuion,  who 
prefers  dangers,  ditticuicy   and  difgrace,   by  doing 

'  '  evil^ 
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«  evil,  to  fafety,  eafe,  and  honour,  by  doing  good  ? 
«  who  refufes  happinefs  in  the  other  world,  and  hea- 
•■  ven  in  this,  for  mifery  there,  and  hell  here  ?  But 

*  be  afiTured,  my  intentions  are  different.  I  fliall 
«  always  endeavour  the  eale,  the  happinefs,  and  the 

*  glory  of  my  people,  being  confident  that,  by  fo  do- 

*  ing,  I  take  the  moft  certain  method  of  procuring 
«  them  all  to  myfelf.' — He  then  ftruck  direclly  into 
the  road  of  goodnefs,  and  received  fuch  a  fhout  of 
applaufe,  as  I  never  remember  to  have  heard  equalled. 

He  was  gone  a  little  way,  when  a  fpirit  limped 
after  him,  fwearing  he  would  fetch  him  back.  This 
fpirir,  I  was  prefently  informed,  was  one  who  had 
drawn  th::  lot  of  his  prime  minifter. 

CHAP.    VI. 

An  account  of  the  iJuheel  of  Forttme^  wlih  a  method  of 
'preparing  a  fpirit  for  this  world, 

WE  now  proceeded  on  our  journey,  without 
flaying  to  fee  whether  he  fulfilled  his  word  or 
no ;  and  v/ithout  encountering  any  thing  worth  men- 
tioning, came  to  the  place  where  the  fpirits  on  their 
pufTage  to  the  other  world  v%ere  obliged  to  decide  by 
lot  the  flation  in  which  every  one  was  to  aft  there. 
Here  vv'as  a  monfcrous  wheel,  infinitely  larger  than 
thofe  in  which  I  had  formerly  feen  lottery  tickets 
depofited.  This  was  called  the  Wheel  of  Fortune. 
The  goddefs  herfelf  was  prefent.  She  was  one  of  the 
inofl:  deformed  females  I  ever  beheld  j  nor  could  I 
help  obferving  the  frowns  Ihe  expreffed  when  any 
beautiful  fpirit  of  her  ov/n  fex  paffed  by  her,  nor  the 
affability  which  Irniled  in  her  countenance  on  the  ap- 
proach of  any  handfome  male  fpirits.  Hence  I  ac- 
counted for  the  truth  of  an  obi'ervation  I  had  often 
made  on  earth,  that  nothing  is  more  fortunate  than 
handfome  men,  nor  more  unfortunate  than  handfome 

women. 
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women.  The  reader  may  be  perhaps  pleafed  with  an 
account  of  the  whole  method  of  equipping  a  fpirit 
for  his  entrance  into  the  flefh. 

First  then,  he  receives  from  a  very  fage  perfon, 
whofe  look  much  refembled  that  of  an  apothecary 
(his  warehoufe  likewife  bearing  an  affinity  to  an  apo- 
thecary's fliop),  a  fmall  phial  infcribed,  The  Pathe- 
tic Potion,  to  be  taken  juft  before  you  are  born. 
This  potion  is  a  mixture  of  all  the  paflions,  but  in 
no  exa6l  proportion,  fo  that  fometimes  one  predomi- 
nates and  fometimes  another  j  nay,  often  in  the  hur- 
ry of  making  up,  one  particular  ingredient  is,  as  we 
were  informed,  left  out.  The  fpirit  receiveth  at  the 
fame  time  another  medicine  called  ihe  Nousphoric 
Decoction,  of  which  he  is  to  drink  ad  libitum.  This 
decoftion  is  an  extradl  from  the  faculties  of  the  mind, 
fometimes  extremely  ftrong  and  fpirituous,  and  fome- 
times altogether  as  weak  :  for  very  little  care  is  taken 
in  the  preparation.  This  decodion  is  fo  extremely 
bitter  and  unpleafant,  thar,notwith{tanding  its  whole- 
fomenefs,  feveral  fpirits  will  not  be  perfuaded  to 
fwallow  a  drop  of  it ;  but  throw  it  away,  or  give  it 
to  any  other  who  will  receive  it :  by  which  means  foine 
who  were  not  difgulted  by  the  naufeoufnefs,  drank 
double  and  treble  portions.  I  obferved  a  beautiful 
young  female,  v/ho  fading  it  immediately  from  curi- 
ofity,  fcrewed  up  her  face  and  call  it  from  her  with 
great  difdain,  whence  advancing  prefently  to  the 
wheel,  (he  drew  a  coronet,  which  fhe  clapped  up  fo 
eagerly,  that  I  could  not  diftinguiOi  the  degree;  and 
indeed,  I  obferved  feveral  of  the  fame  fex,  after  a 
very  fmall  fip,  throw  the  bottles  away. 

As  foon  as  the  fpirit  is  difmiifed  by  the  operator, 
or  apothecary,  he  is  at  liberty  to  approach  the  v/heel, 
where  he  hath  a  right  to  extrad  a  fingle  lot :  but 
thofe  whom  fortune  favours,  Hie  permits  fometimes 
fecretly  to  draw  three  or  four.  I  obferved  a  comical 
kind  of  figure  who  drew  forth  a  handful,  which, 
when  he  opened,  were  a  bifhop,  a  general,  a  privy- 

counfcllor^ 
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counfellor,  a  player,  and  a  poet  laureate,  and  re- 
turning the  three  fiili,  he  walked  off  Imiling  with  the 
two  lalt. 

Every   fingle    lot  contained   two    more   articles, 
which  were  generally  difpoled  lb   as  to  render  the 
lots  as  equal  as  poffible  to  each  other. 
On  one  was  written     Eaiiy 
Riches^ 
Health, 
Di/qui  etude. 
On  another.  Collier, 

Sicknefs, 
Good-hiitn.tn\ 
On  a  Third,  Pcet, 

Contempt^ 
Sdf-fatisfaElion, 
On  a  Fourth,  General^ 

Honour^ 
Difcontent, 
On  a  Fifth,  Cottage, 

Happy- love. 
On  a  Sixth,  Ccach  andjixj 

Impotent  jealous  hujland* 
On  a  Seventh,  Prinie-minijier^ 

Difgrace. 
On  an  Eighth,  Patriot, 

Glory. 
On  a  Ninth,  Philofopher, 

Po'verty, 
Eafe. 
On  a  Tenth,  Merchant^ 

Riches^ 
Care. 
And  indeed  the  whole  Teemed  to  contain  fuch  a  mix- 
ture of  good  and  evil,  that  it  would  have  puzzled  me 
which  to  chufe.  1  mud  not  omit  here,  that  in  every 
lot  was  dircdcd  whether  the  drawer  ihould  marry  or 
remain  in  celibacy,  the  married  lots  being  all  marked 
with  a  large  pair  of  horns. 

We 
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We  were  obliged,  before  we  quieted  this  place, 
to  take  each  us  of  an  emetic  from  the  apothecary, 
which  immediately  purged  us  of  all  our  earthly  paf- 
fions,  and  prefently  the  cloud  forfook  our  eyes,  as 
it  doth  thole  of  iEneas  in  Virgil  when  removed  by 
Venus;  and  we  difcerned  things  in  a  much  clearer 
light  than  before.  We  began  to  companionate  thofe 
fpirits  who  were  making  their  entry  into  the  flefh, 
whom  we  had  till  then  fecretly  envied,  and  to  long 
eagerly  for  thofe  delightful  plains  which  notfv  opened 
tliemfelves  to  our  eyes,  and  to  which  we  now  hallened 
with  the  utmofb  eagernefs.  On  our  way,  we  met 
with  feveral  fpirits  with  very  dejected  countenances  ; 
but  our  expedition  would  not  fufFer  us  to  afk  any 
queflions. 

At  length,  we  arrived  at  the  gate  of  Elyfium. 
Here  was  a  prodigious  crowd  of  fpirits  waiting  for 
admittance,  fome  of  whom  were  admitted,  and 
fome  were  rejeded  -,  for  all  were  ftriclly  examined 
by  the  porter,  whom  I  foon  difcovered  to  be  the  ce- 
lebrated judge  Minos. 


CHAP.    VII. 

The  proceedings   of  judge   Minos,    a^   the  gate  of 
Elyfium. 


I 


NOW  got  near  enough  to  the  gate,  to  hear  the 
^^  feveral  claims  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  pafs» 
The  firft,  among  other  pretenfions,  fet  forth,  that 
he  had  been  very  liberal  to  an  hofpital;  but  Minos 
anfwered,  Oftentation,  and  repulfed  him.  The  fe- 
cond  exhibited,  that  he  had  conflantly  frequented  his 
churchj  been  a  rigid  obferver  of  fail-days.  He  like- 
wife  reprefented  the  great  animofity  he  had  fhewn  to 
vice  in  others,  which  never  efcaped  his  fevereft  cen- 
fure  i  and,  as  to  his  own  behaviour,  he  had  never  been 
once  guilty  of  whoring,  drinking,  gluttony,  or  any 

Vol,  IV.  A  a  other 
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other  excefs.   He  faicl,  he  had  difinherited  his  Ton  fof 

getting  a  baftard. Have  you  {o,  faid  Minos,  then 

pray  return  into  the  other  v/orld  and  beget  another ; 
for  fuch  an  unnatural  rafcal  fhall  never  pafs  this  gate. 
A  dozen  others,  who  had  advanced  with  very  confi- 
dent countenances,  feeing  him  rejetted,  turned  about 
of  their  own  accord,  declarix^.g,  if  he  could  not  pafs, 
they  had   no  expedtation^  and  accordingly  they  fol- 
lowed him  back  to  earth  j    which  was  the  f^te  of  all 
who  were  repulfed,  they  being  obliged  to  take  a  far- 
ther purification,  unlefs   thole  who   were  guilty   of 
fome  very  heinous  crimes,   who  were  huftled  in  at  a 
little  back  gate,  whence  they  tumbled  immediately 
into  the  bottomlefs  pit. 
,        The  next  fpirit  that  came  up,  declared  he  had 
done  neither  good  nor  evil  in  the  world  :    for  that- 
fince  his  arrival  at  man's  cftace,    he  had  fpent  his 
whole  time  in  fearch  of  curiofities  ;    and  particularly 
in  the  ftudy  of  butterflies,   of  which   he    had  col- 
lected an   immenfe  number.     Minos  made  him  no 
anfwer,  but  with  great  fcorn  pufhed  him  back. 

There  now  advanced  a  very  beautiful  fpirit  in- 
deed. She  began  to  ogle  Minos  the  moment  fhe  faw 
.  him.  She  faid,  (ht  hoped  there  was  fome  merit  in 
refufing  a  great  number  of  lovers,  and  dying  a  maid, 
though  fhe  had  had  the  choice  of  a  hundred.  Minos 
told  her,  fhe  had  not  refufed  enow  yet,  and  turned 
her  back. 

She  was  fucceeded  by  a  fpirit,  who  told  the  judge, 
he  believed  his  works  would  fpeak  for  him.  What 
works  ?  anfvvered  Minos.  My  dramatic  works,  re- 
plied the  other,  which  have  done  fo  much  good  in 

recommending  virtue  and  punifliing  vice. Very 

well,  faid  the  judge,  if  you  pleafe  to  fland  by,  the 
firft  perfon  who  pafTes  the  gate,  by  your  means,  fhall 
carry  you  in  with  him  :  but  if  you  will  take  my  ad- 
vice, I  think,  for  expedition  fake,  you  had  better  re- 
turn, and  live  another  Jife  upon  earth.  The  bard 
grumbled  at  this,  and  replied,  that  befides  his  poeti- 
cal 
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Cal  works,  he  had  done  fome  other  good  things :  for 
that  he  had  once  lent  the  whole  profits  of  a  benefit 
night  to  a  friend,  and  by  that  means  had  faved  him 
and  his  family  from  dellrii6tion.  Upon  this,  the  gate 
flew  open,  and  Minos  defired  him  to  walk  in,  tell- 
ing him,  if  he  had  mentioned  this  at  fird,  he  might 
have  fpared  the  remembrance  of  his  plays.  The  poet 
anfwered,  he  believed,  if  Minos  had  read  his  works, 
he  would  fet  a  higher  value  on  them.  He  was  then 
beginning  to  repeat,  but  Minos  puflied  him  forward, 
and  turning  his  back  to  him,  applied  himfelf  to  the 
next  pafTcnger,  a  very  genteel  fpirit,  who  made  a 
very  low  bow  to  Minos,  and  then  threw  himfelf  into 
an  ere<5l  attitude,  and  imitated  the  motion  of  taking 
fnufF  with  his  right  hand. — Minos  afked  him,  what 
he  had  to  fay  for  himfelf?  He  anfwered,  he  would 
dance  a  minuet  with  any  fpirit  in  Elyfium  :  that  he 
could  likewife  perform  all  his  other  exercifes  very 
well,  and  hoped  he  had  in  his  life  deferved  the  cha- 
rader  of  a  perfect  fine  gentleman.  Minos  replied, 
it  would  be  great  pity  to  rob  the  world  of  fo  fine  a 
gentleman,  and  therefore  defired  him  to  take  the 
other  trip.  The  beau  bowed,  thanked  the  judge, 
and  faid  he  defired  no  better.  Several  fpirits  ex- 
preiFed  much  aftonifliment  at  this  his  fatisfaflion  ; 
but  we  were  afterwards  informed,  he  h?id  not  taken 
the  emetic  above  mentioned. 

A  MISERABLE  old  fpirit  nov/  crawled  forwarcis, 
whofe  face  I  thought  I  had  formerly  feen  near  Weft- 
minfter-Abbey.  He  entertained  Minos  with  a  long 
harangue  of  what  he  had  done  when  in  the  housS  ; 
and  then  proceeded  to  inform  him  how  much  he  was 
worth,  without  attempting  to  produce  a  lingle  in- 
Itance  of  any  one  good  action.  Minos  flopr  the  ca- 
reer of  his  difcourfe,   and  acquainted  him,  he  muft 

take  a  trip  back  again. — What,  to  S houfe,  faid 

the  fpirit  in  an  extafy  ?  But  the  judge,  without  mak- 
ing him  any  anfwer,  turned  to  another,  v^ho,  with  a 
very  great  folemn  air  and  dignity,  acquainted  him, 

A  a  2  ho 
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he  was  a  duke. — To  the  right  about,  Mr.  dnke,  cried 
Minos,  you  are  infinitely  too  great  a  man  for  Elyfi- 

um  ;  and  then  giving  him  a  kick  on  the  b ch,  he 

addrelled  himklf  to  a  fpirit,  who  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling begged  he  might  not  go  to  the  bottomlefs  pit : 
he  faid,  he  hoped  Minos  would  confider,  that  though 
he  had  gone  aftray,  he  had  fuffered  for  it,  that  it  was 
neceflity  which  drove  him  to  the  robbery  of  eighteen 
pence,  which  he  had  committed,  and  for  which  he 
was  hanged  :  that  he  had  done  fome  good  aflions  in 
his  life,  that  he  had  fupported  an  aged  parent  with 
his  labour,  that  he  had  been  a  very  tender  hufband 
and  a  kind  father,  and  that  he  had  ruined  himfelf  by 
being  bail  for  his  friend.  At  which  words  the  gate 
opened,  and  Minos  bid  him  enter,  giving  him  a  flap 
on  the  back,  as  he  pafTed  by  him. 

A  GREAT  number  of  fpirits  now  came  forwards, 
who  all  declared  they  had  the  fame  claim,  and  that 
the  captain  fliould  fpeak  for  them.  He  acquainted 
the  judge,  that  they  had  been  all  flain  in  the  fervice 
of  their  country.  Minos  was  going  to  admit  them, 
but  had  the  curiofity  to  afk  who  had  been  the  invader, 
in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  prepare  the  back  gate  for  him. 
The  captain  anfwered,  they  had  been  the  invaders 
themfelves,  that  they  had  entered  the  enemies  coun- 
try, and  burnt  and  plundered  feveral  cities. And 

for  what  reafon  ?  faid  Minos. — By  the  command  of 
him  who  paid  us,  faid  the  captain,  that  is  the  reafon 
of  a  foldier.  We  are  to  execute  whatever  we  are  com- 
manded, or  we  fhould  be  a  difgrace  to  the  army,  and 
very  little  deferve  our  pay.  You  are  brave  fellows 
indeed,  faid  Minos,  but  be  pleafed  to  face  about,  and 
obey  my  command  for  once,  in  returning  back  to 
the  other  world  :  for  what  fhould  fuch  fellows  as  you 
do,  where  there  are  no  cities  to  be  burnt,  nor  people 
to  be  deftroyed  ?  But  let  me  advife  you  to  have  a 
ftridter  regard  to  truth  for  the  future,  and  not  call  the 
depopulating  other  countries  the  fervice  of  your  own. 
The  captain  anfwered,  in  a  ra^e,  d — n  me,  do  you 

give 
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give  me  the  lye  ?  and  was  going  to  take  Minos  by 
the  nofe,  had  not  his  guards  prevented  him,  and  im- 
mediately turned  him  and  all  his  followers  back  the 
fame  road  they  came. 

Four  fpirits  informed  the  judge,  that  they  had 
been  Itarvcd  to  death  through  poverty  ;    being  the 
father,  mother,  and  two  children.     That  they  had 
been  honeft,  and  as  induftrious  as  pofTible,  till  ficknefs 
had  prevented  the  man  from  labour. — All  that  is  very 
true,  cried  a  grave  fpirit,  who  ftood  by  :  I  know  the 
fadl :    for  thele  poor  people  were  under  my  care.— 
You  was,  1  fuppofe,  the  parfon  of  the  parifli,  cries 
Minos ;   I  hope  you  had  a  good  living,  Sir.     That 
was  but  a  finall  one,  replied  the  fpirit ;  but  I  had  an- 
other a  little  better.' — Very  well,  faid  Minos,  let  the 
poor  people  pafs. — At  which  the  parfon  was  ftepping 
forwards  with  a  ftately  gait  before  them  ;  but  iVlinos 
caught  hold  of  him,  and  pulled  him  back,  faying. 
Not  fo  fad,  dodlor  ;  you  muft  take  one  ftep  more 
into  the  other  world  firft ;  for  no  man  enters  that  gate 
without  charity, 

A  VERY  flately  figure  now  prefented  himfelf,  and 
informing  Minos  he  was  a  patriot,  began  a  very  florid 
harangue  on  public  virtue,  and  the  liberties  of  his 
country.  Upon  which,  Minos  fhewed  him  the  ut- 
moft  refpe£l,  and  ordered  the  gate  to  be  opened.  The 
patriot  was  not  contented  with  this  applaufe — he  faid, 
he  had  behaved  as  well  in  place  as  he  had  done  in  the 
oppofition  ;  and  that,  though  he  was  now  obliged  to 
embrace  the  court-meafures,  yet  he  had  behaved  very 
honeftly  to  his  friends,  a.nd  brought  as  many  in  as 
was  poffible. — Hold  a  moment,  fays  Minos, on  fecond 
conlideration,  Mr.  Patriot,  I  think  a  man  of  your 
great  virtue  and  abilities  will  be  fo  much  milTed  by 
your  country,  that  if  I  might  advife  you,  you  fliould 
take  a  journey  back  again,  I  am  fure  you  will  not 
decline  it,  for  I  am  certain  you  will  with  great  rea- 
dinefs  facrifice  your  own  happinefs  to  the  public 
good.  The  patriot  fmiled,  and  told  Minos,  he  be- 
A  a  3  lieved 
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lieved  he  was  in  jtrft  j  and  was  onering  to  enter  the 
gate,  but  the  judge  laid  faft  hold  of  him,  and  in- 
riiled  on  his  return,  which  the  patriot  Oul  declining, 
he  at  lad  ordered  his  guards  to  feize  him,  and  con- 
dufl  him  back. 

A  SPIRIT  now  advanced,  and  the  gate  was  imme- 
diately thrown  open  to  him,  before  he  h^d  fpoken  a 
word.  I  heard  feme  whifper, — That  is  our  lall  Lord 
Mayor, 

It  now  came  to  our  company's  turn.  The  fair 
fpirit,  which  I  mienrioned  with  fo  much  applaufe,  in 
the  beginning  of  my  journey,  pafled  through  very 
eafily  j  but  the  grave  lady  was  rejcdcd  on  her  firft 
appearance,  Minos  declaring,  there  v/as  not  a  fingle 
prude  in  Elyfium. 

The  judge  then  addrefied  himfelf  to  me,  who  little 
expeded  to  pafs  this  fiery  trial.  I  confelTcd  I  had 
indulged  myfelf  very  freely  with  wine  and  v/omen 
in  my  youth,  but  had  never  done  an  injury  to  any 
man  living,  nor  avoided  an  opportunity  of  doing 
good  J  that  1  pretended  to  very  little  virtue  more 
than  general  philanthrophy  and  private  friendfhip.— 
I  was  proceeding  when  Minos  bid  me  enter  the  gate, 
and  not  indulge  myfeif  with  trum.peting  forth  my 
virtues.  I  accordingly  pafied  forward  with  my  love- 
ly companion,  and  embracing  her  with  vaft  eager- 
nefs,  but  fpiritual  innocence,  ihe  returned  my  em- 
brace in  the  fame  manner,  and  we  both  congra- 
tulated ourfelves  on  our  arrival  in  this  happy  region, 
whofe  beauty  no  painting  of  the  imagination  can 
defcribe. 

CHAP.   viir. 

7he  adventures  which  the  author  met  on  his  fir Ji  entrance 
into  Elyfium. 


w 


E  purfued  our  way  through  a  delicious  grove 
of  orange-trees,  where  I  faw  infinite  num,- 

bers 
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bers  of  fpirits,  every  one  of  whom  I  knew,  and 
was  known  by  tliein  (for  fpirics  here  know  one 
another  by  intuition).  I  prefently  met  a  little  daugh- 
ter, whom  1  had  loft  leveral  years  before.  Good 
Gods  !  what  words  can  defcribe  the  raptures,  the 
melting  palTionate  tendcrnefs,  with  which  we  kilfed 
each  other,  continuing  in  onr  embrace,  with  the 
moft  extatic  joy,  a  fpace,  which  if  time  had  been 
meafured  here  as  on  earth,  could  not  be  lefs  than 
half  a  year. 

Tfje  tirft  fpirit,  with  whom  I  entered  into  dif- 
courfe,  was  the  famous  Leonidas  of  Sparta.  I  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  honours  which  had  been  done 
him  by  a  celebrated  poet  of  our  nation  •,  to  which  he 
anfvvered,  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  him. 

We  were  prefently  afterwards  entertained  with  the 
mod  delicious  voice  I  had  ever  heard,  accompanied 
by  a  violin,  equal  to  Signior  Piantinida,  I  prefently 
difcovered  the  mufician  and  fongftcr  to  be  Orpheus 
and  Sappho. 

Old  Homer  was  prefent  at  this  concert  (if  I  may 
fo  call  it),  and  madam  Dacier  fat  in  his  lap.  He 
afl<ed  much  after  Mr.  Pope,  and  faid  he  was  very 
defirous  of  feeing  him  j  for  that  he  had  read  his  Iliad 
in  his  tranQation  with  aimoft  as  much  delight,  as  he 
believed  he  had  given  others  in  the  original.  1  had 
the  curiofity  to  enquire  whether  he  had  really  writ 
that  poem  in  detached  pieces,  and  fung  it  about  as 
ballads  all  over  Greece,  according  to  the  report 
which  went  of  him  ?  He  fmiled  at  my  queftion,  and 
afked  me,  whether  there  appeared  any  conneclion  in 
the  poem;  for  if  there  did,  he  thought  I  might  an- 
fwer  myfelf.  I  then  importuned  him  to  acquaint 
me  in  which  of  the  cities,  which  contended  for  the 
honour  of  his  birth,  he  was  really  born  ?  To  which 
he  anfwered — Upon  my  foul,  1  can'r  tell. 

Virgil  then  came  up  to  me,  with  Mr.  Addifon 
under  his  arm,  Weil,  Sir,  faid  he,  how  many 
trandations  have   thefe  few  lafb  years  produced  of 

A  a  4  my 
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my  ^neid  ?  I  told  him,  I  believed  feveral,  but  I 
could  not  pofTibly  remember  j  for  that  I  had  never 

read  any  but  Dr.  Trapp's. Ay,  Taid  he,  that  is 

a  curious  piece  indeed  !  I  then  acquainted  him  with 
the  difcovery  made  by  Mr.  Warburton  of  the  Elu- 
finian  myfteries  couched  in  his  fixth  book.  What 
myfteries  ?  faid  Mr,  Addifon.  The  Elufinian,  an- 
fwered  Virgil,  which  I  have  difclofed  in  my  fixth 
book.  How  !  replied  Addifon.  You  never  men- 
tioned a  word  of  any  fuch  myfteries  to  me  in  all  our 
acquaintance.  I  thought  it  was  unnecefTary,  cried 
the  other,  to  a  man  of  your  infinite  learning :  be- 
fides,  you  always  told  me,  you  perfectly  underftood 
my  meaning.  Upon  this  I  thought  the  critic  looked 
a  little  out  of  countenance,  and  turned  afide  to  a  very 
merry  fpirir,  one  Dick  Steel,  who  embraced  him, 
and  told  him.  He  had  been  the  greateft  man  upon 
earth  ;  that  he  readily  refigned  up  all  the  merit  of 
his  ov/n  works  to  him.  Upon  which,  Addifon  gave 
him  a  gracious  fmile,  and  clapping  him  on  the  back 
with  much  folemnity,  cried  out.  Well  faid,  Dick. 

I  THEN  obferved  Shakefpeare  ftanding  between 
Betterton  and  Booth,  and  deciding  a  difference  be- 
tween thofe  two  great  aftors,  concerning  the  placing 
an  accent  in  one  of  his  lines  :  this  was  difputed  on 
both  fides  with  a  warmth,  which  furprized  me  in 
Elyfium,  till  I  difcovered  by  intuition,  that  every 
foul  retained  its  principal  charafleriftic,  being,  in- 
deed, its  very  effence.  The  line  was  that  celebrated 
one  in  Othello  j 

Put  out  the  lights  and  then  put  out  the  light. 
according  to  Betterton.  Mr.  Booth  contended  to  have 
it  thus; 

Put  cut  the  light,  and  then  -put  out  the  light. 
I  could  not  help  offering  my  conjedure  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  fuggefted  it  might  perhaps  be. 

Put  cut  the  lights  and  then  put  cut  thy  light. 
Another  hinted  a  reading  very  fophifticated  in  my 
opinion. 

Put 
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Put  out  the  light y  end  then  put  out  thee  light  -, 
making  light   to   be   the   vocative  cafe.     Another 
would  have  altered  the  laft  word,  and  read. 

Put  out  thy  lights  and  then  put  out  thy  fight. 
But  Betterton  laid,  if  the  text  was  to  be  difturbed, 
he  faw  no  realbn  why  a  v/ord  fhould  not  be  changed 
as  well  as  a  letter,  and  inftead  of  *  put  out  thy  light,' 
you  might  read,  *  put  out  thy  eyes.'  At  laft  it  was 
agreed  on  all  fides,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  deci- 
fion  of  Shakefpeare  himfelf,  v/ho  delivered  his  fen- 
timents  as  follows  :  ^  Faich,  e;entlenien,  it  is  lb  long 
'  fince  I  wrote  the  line,  I  have  forgot  my  meaning. 
'  This  I  know,  could  I  have  dreamt  fo  much  non- 

*  fenfe  would  have  been  talked,  and  writ  about  it, 

*  I  would  have  blotted  it  out  of  my  works :  for  I  am 

*  fure  if  any  of  thefe  be  my  meaning,  it  doth  me 

*  very  little  honour.' 

He  was  then  interrogated  concerning  fome  other 
ambiguous  paiTages  in  his  works  ;  but  he  declined 
any  fatisfacflory  anfwer:  Saying,  if  Mr.  Theobald 
had  not  writ  about  it  fufficiently,  there  were  three 
or  four  more  new  editions  of  his  plays  coming  out, 
which  he  hoped  would  fatisfy  every  one:  Conclud- 
ing, '  I  marvel  nothing  fo  much  as  that  men  will 

*  gird  themfelves  at  difcovering  obfcure  beauties  in 

*  an  author.     Certes  the  greatell  and  moft  pregnant 

*  beauties  are  ever  the  plainelt  and  moft  evidently 
'  Ilriking  j  and  when  two  meanings  of  a  pafiage  can 

*  in  the  leaft  balance  our  judgments  which  to  prefer, 
'  I  hold  it  matter  of  unqueftionable  certainty,  that 
'  neither  of  them  is  worth  a  farthing.' 

From  his  works  our  converfation  turned  on  his 
monument ;  upon  which,  Shakefpeare,  fhaking  his 
fides,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  Milton,  cried  out  : 

*  On  my  word,   brother  Milton,  they  have  brought 

*  a  noble  let  of  poets  together,  they  would  have  been 

*  hanged  erft  have  convened  fuch  a  company  at  their 
^  tables,   when  alive.'     *  True,  brother,*  aniVered 

Miiton, 
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Milton,  '  unlels  we  had  been  as  incapable  of  eating 
*  then  as  wc  are  now.' 

CHAP,     IX. 

Mere  cdverJiires  in  Elyfiunn. 

A  CROWD  of  fpirirs  now  joined  us,  whonn  I 
foon   perceived   to   be   the   heroes,  who  here 
frequently  pay  their  relpecls  to  the  feveral  bards,  the 
recorders  of  their  aftions.     I  now  faw  Achilles  and 
UiyflTes  addrcfiingtheinfeives  to  Homer,  and  jEneas 
and  Julius  Cacfar  to  Virgil  :   AJam  went  up  to  Mil- 
ton, upon  which  I  whifpered    Mr.  Dryden,   that  I 
thought  the  devil  rnouid  have  paid  his  compliments 
there,  according  to  his  opinion.     Dryden  only  an- 
fwered,  1  believe  the  devil  was  in  me,  when  1  faid 
fo.      Several    applied    themfelvcs    to    Shakcfpeare, 
amongft  whom  Henry  V.  m.ade  a  very  diftinguifh- 
jng  appearance.     While  my  eyes  were  fixed  on  that 
monarch,  a  very  fmall  fpirit  came  up  to  me,  Ihook 
ine  heartily  by  the  hand,  and  told  me  his  name  was 
Thomas  Thumb.     I  exprclfed  great  facisfaftion  in 
feeing  him,  nor  could  I   help   Ipeaking   w^y  relents 
ment  againft  the  hilloiian,  who  had  done  fuch  injuf- 
ticc  to  the  ftature  of  this  great  little  man  j   which  he 
reprcfented  to  be  no  bigger  than  a  Ipan  j   whereas  I 
plainly  perceived  at   firtt  fight,   he  was  full  a  foot 
and  a  half  (and  the  37th  part  cf  an  inch  more,  as  he 
himlelf  inform.edme),  being  indeed  little  lliorter  than 
lome  confiderabie  beaus  of  the  prefcnt  age. 

I  ASKED  this  little  hero  concerning  the  truth  of 
thofe  ftorics  related  of  him,  viz.  of  the  pudding, 
and  the  cow's  belly.  As  to  the  form.er,  he  faid  it 
v/as  a  ridiculous  legend,  worthy  to  be  laughed  at  j 
but  as  to  the  latter,  he  couid  not  help  owning  there 
was  fome  truth  in  it  :  nor  had  he  any  reafon  to  be 
afharned  of  it,  as  he  was  fwallowed  by  lurprize;  add- 
ing with   great  ficrcenefs,  that   if  he   had  had  any 

weaooa 
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weapon   in   his   hand,  tlie  cow    (hould  have  as  foou 
fwallowcd  the  devil. 

He  fpoke  the  laft  word  with  ^o  much  fury,  and 
feerned  fo  confounded,  that  perceiving  the  effect  it 
had  on  him,  1  immediately  waved  tiie  ftory,  and 
pafTing  toother  matters,  we  had  much  converfation 
touching  giants.  He  faid,  lb  far  from  killing  any, 
he  had  never  feen  one  alive  ;  that  he  believed  thofe 
adions  were  by  miftake  recorded  of  him,  inftead  of 
Jack  the  giantkiller,  whoiii  he  knew  very  well,  and 
who  had,  he  fancied,  extirpated  the  race,  I  aifurcd 
him  to  the  contrary,  and  told  him,  I  had  mylelf  fcea 
a  huge  tame  giant,  who  very  complacently  (laid 
in  London  a  whole  winter,  at  the  fpecial  requeft  oi 
leveral  gentlemen  and  ladies  j  though  the  affairs  of 
his  family  called   him  home  to  Sweden. 

I  NOW  beheld  a  ftern-looking  fpirit  leaning  on  the 
fhoulder  of  another  fpirity  and  prelcntly  difcerned 
the  former  to  be  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  the  latter 
Charles  Martel.  I  own  1  was  a  little  furprized  at 
feeing  Cromwell  here  i  for  I  had  been  taught  by  my 
grandmotherj  that  he  was  carried  away  by  the  devil 
himfelf  in  a  temped:  but  he  affured  me  on  his  ho- 
nour, there  was  not  the  lead  truth  in  that  dory. 
However,  he  confeffed  he  had  narrowly  efcaped  the 
bottomlefs  pit ;  and,  if  the  former  part  of  his  con- 
duit had  not  been  more  to  his  honour  than  the  lat- 
ter, he  had  been  certainly  loufed  into  it.  He  was 
neverthelefs  fent  back  to  the  uppt^r  world  with  this 
Jot, 

Army. 

Cavalier, 

Dijirefs. 
He  was  born  for  the  fecond  time,  the  day  of 
Charles  IL's  redoration  into  a  family  which  had  lod 
3,  very  confiderable  fortune  in  the  fervice  of  that 
prince  and  his  father,  for  which  they  received  ihe  re- 
ward very  often  conferred  by  princes  on  real  merit, 
viz. — 000.  Ac  i6,  his  father  bought  a  fmall  corn- 
mi  fliori 
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miffion  for  him  in  the  army,  in  which  he  ferved 
without  any  promotion  all  the  reigns  of  Charles  II. 
and  of  his  brother.  At  the  revolution  he  quitted  his 
regiment,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  former 
mafler,  and  was  in  his  fervice  dangeroufly  wounded 
at  the  famous  battle  of  the  Boyne,  where  he  fought 
in  the  capacity  of  a  private  foldier.  He  recovered 
of  this  wound,  and  retired  after  the  unfortunate 
king  to  Paris,  where  he  was  reduced  to  fupport  a 
wife,  and  feven  children  (for  his  lot  had  thorns  in 
it),  by  cleaning  fhoes,  and  fnuffing  candles  at  the 
opera.  In  which  fituation,  after  he  had  fpent  a  few 
miferable  years,  he  died  half-ftarved  and  broken- 
hearted. He  then  revifited  Minos,  who  compaf- 
fionating  his  fufferings,  by  means  of  that  family,  to 
whom  he  had  been  in  his  former  capacity  fo  bitter 
an  enemy,  fuffered  him  to  enter  here. 

My  curiofity  could  not  refrain  afking  him  one 
queftion,  /'.  e.  Whether  in  reality  he  had  any  defire 
to  obtain  the  crown  ?  He  fmiled  and  faid.  No  more 
than  an  ecclefiaftic  hath  to  the  mitre,  when  he  cries 
JSlolo  epifcopari.  Indeed,  he  feemed  to  exprefs  fome 
contempt  at  the  queftion,  and  prefently  turned 
away. 

A  VENERABLE  fpirit  appeared  next,  whom  I  found 
to  be  the  great  hiftorian  Livy.  Alexander  the  Great, 
who  was  jufi:  arrived  from  the  palace  of  death,  palTed 
by  him  with  a  frown.  The  hiftorian  obferving  ir, 
faid,  *  Ay,  you  may  frown  :  but  thofe  troops  which 
<  conquered  the  bafe  Afiatic  flaves,  would  have 
'■  made  no  figure  againft  the  Romans.*  We  then 
privately  lamenred  the  lofs  of  the  moft  valuable  part 
of  his  hiftory,  after  which  he  took  occafion  to  com- 
mend the  judicious  collection  made  by  Mr.  Hooke, 
which  he  faid  was  infinitely  preferable  to  all  others  i 
and  at  my  mentioning  Echard's,  he  gave  a  bounce, 
not  unlike  the  goingoif  of  a  fquib,  and  was  departing 
from  me,  v/hen  I  begged  him  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity 
in  one  point,  Vv'hether  he  was  really  fuperftitiousor 

no  ? 
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no  ?  For  I  had  always  believed  he  was,  till  Mr. 
Leibnitz  had  aiFured  me  to  the  conrrary.  He  an- 
fwered  Uillenly, — *  Doth  Mr.  Leibnitz  know  nny 
*  mind  better  than  mylelf?'  and  then  walked  away. 

CHAP.     X. 

7'h^  anther  is  fiirprized  at  meeting  Julian  the  apojlate 
in  Elyfium  J  but  is  fatisfied  by  hiniy  by  what  means 
he  ■procured  his  entrance  there,  Julian  relates  his 
adventures  in  the  character  of  a  Jlave, 

S  he  was  departing,  I  heard  him  falute  a  fpirit 
by  the  name  Mr.  Julian  the  apoftate.  This 
exceedingly  amazed  me :  for  I  had  concluded,  that 
no  man  ever  had  a  better  title  to  the  bottomlels  pic 
than  he.  But  I  foon  found,  that  this  fame  Julian 
the  apoflate  was  alfo  the  very  individual  archbifhop 
Latimer.  Ke  told  me,  that  feveral  lies  had  been 
raifed  on  him  in  his  form.er  capacity,  nor  was  he  fo 
bad  a  man  as  he  had  been  reprefented.  However, 
he  had  been  denied  admittance,  and  forced  to  un- 
dergo feveral  fubfequent  pilgrim.ages  on  earth,  and 
to  act  in  the  different  charaders  of  a  flave,  a  Jew, 
a  general,  an  heir,  a  carpenter,  a  beau,  a  monk,  a 
fiddlcfr,  a  wife  man,  a  king,  a  fool,  a  beggar,  a  prince, 
a  ftatefman,  a  foldier,  a  tailor,  an  alderman,  a  poer, 
a  knight,  a  dancing-maiter,  and  three  times  a  bi- 
fhop  before  his  m.artyrdom,  which,  together  with  his 
other  behaviour  in  this  laft  character,  fatisfied  the 
judge,  and  procured  him  a  paiTage  to  the  bieffed 
regions. 

I  TOLD  him  fuch  various  charaflers  mufl  have 
produced  incidents  extremely  entertaining;  and  if 
he  remembered  all,  as  I  fuppofed  he  did,  and  had 
leifure,  I  fhould  be  oblig;ed  to  him  for  the  recital. 
He  anfwered,  he  perfedlly  recoliecled  every  circum- 
fiance;  and  as  to  leifure,  the  only  bufinefs  of  that 

9  ^"^^ppy 
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happy  place  was  to  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of 
each  other.  He  therefore  thanked  me  for  adding 
to  his,  in  propofing  to  him  a  method  of  increafing 
mine.  I  then  took  my  little  darling  in  one  hand, 
nnd  my  favourire  fellow-traveller  in  the  other,  and 
going  with  him  to  a  funny  bank  of  flowers,  we  all 
fat  down,  and  he  began  as  follows  : 

*  I  SUPPOSE,  you  are  fufficiently  acquainted  with 

*  my  ftory,  during  the  time  I  acted  the  part  of  the 

*  emperor  Julian,  though  I  aflureyou,  all  Vv^hich  hath 

*  been  related  of  me^is  not  true,  particularly  with 
«  regard    to   the   many    prodigies    forerunning    my 

*  death.      However,  they  are  now  very  little  worth 

*  difputing  ;   and  if  they  can  ferve  any  purpofe  of  the 

*  hifi:orian,  they  are  extremely  at  his  fervice. 

*  NLy  next  entranre  inro  the  world,  was  at  Laodi- 

*  cea  in  Syria,  in  a  Roman  family  of  no  great  note  ; 

*  and  being  of  a  roving  difpofition,  I  came  at  the 

*  age  of  feventeen   to  Conftantinople,   v/here,   after 

*  about  a  year's  ftay,  I  fet  out  for  Thrace,  at  the 
'  time  when  the  emperor  Valens  admitted  the  Golhs 

*  into  that  country,     I  was  there  fo  captivated  with 

*  the  beauty  of  a  Gothic  lady,  the  wife  of  one  Ro- 
'  doric  a  captain,  whofe  name,  out  of  the  mofr  de- 
'  licate  tendernefs  for  her  lovely  fcx,  I  fhall  even  at 

*  this  diflance  conceal  i    fince   her  behaviour  to  me 

*  was  more  confiftcnt  with  good-nature,  than  with 

*  that  virtue  which  women   are  obliged  to  preferve 

*  againfh   every  aiTailant.     In  order   to  procure  an 

*  intimacy  with  this  woman,  I  fold  myfelf  a  flave  to 

*  her  hnfband,  who,  being  of  a  nation  not  over-in- 

*  clined  to  jealoufy,   prefented   me    to   his   wife,  for 

*  thofe  very  reafons,  which  would  have  induced  one 

*  of  a  jealous  complexion  to  have  withheld  me  from 
'  her,  namely,  for  that  I  was  young  and  handfome. 

*  Matters   fucceeded   fo   far  according  to  my 

*  will),  and  the  fequel  anfwered  thofe  hopes  which 
«  this  beginning  had  raifed.     I  foon  perceived  my 

*  fervice  was   very  acceptable  to  her,  I  often  met 

'  her 
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*  her  eyes,  nor  did  (he  withdraw  them  without  a  con- 

*  fiifion  which  is  icnrce  confiftent  with  entire  purity 
^  of  heart.     Indeed,  fhe  gave   ine  every   day  frelli 

*  encouragement,  but  the  unhappy  diftance  which 
'  circumltances  had  placed  between  us,  deterred  me 

*  long  from  making  any  dire(5t  attack;  and  flie  was 
'  too  fl:ri<fl  an  obferver  of  decorum,  to  violate  the 
«  fevere  rules  of  modefty  by  advancing  firft:  bur  paf- 
V  fion,  at  1  aft,  got  the  better  of  my  rcfpefb,  and  I 

*  refolved  to  make  one  bold  attempt,   whatever  was 

*  the  confequence.  Accordingly,  laying  hold  of 
'  the  firft  kind  opportunity,  when  (lie  v/as  alone,  and 
^  my  mafter  abroad,  I   ftoutly  alfailed   the  citadel, 

*  and  carried  it  by  ftorm.      Weil  may  I  fay  by  (larm: 

*  for  the  refiftance  I  met  was  extremely  refolute, 
'  and  indeed,  as  much  as  the  moft  perfeft  decency 

*  would  require.  She  fwore  often  fhe  would  cry 
'  out  for  helpi  but  I  anfwered,  it  was  in  vain,  feeing 

*  there  was  no  perfon  near  to  afTifi;  her;  and  pro- 
'  bably  fhe  believed  me,  for  fhe  did  not  once  ac- 

*  tually  cry  out;  which  if  Hie   had,    I  might  very 

*  likely  have  been  prevented. 

*  When  flie  found  her  virtue  thus  fubdued  againll 

*  her  will,  fhe  patiently  fubmitted  to  her  fate,  and 
'  quietly  fuffered  me  a  long  time  to  enjoy  the  moft 
'delicious  fruits  of  my  victory:  but  envious  fortune 

*  refolved  to  make  me  pay  a  dear  price  for  mv  plea- 

*  fure.  One  day,  in  the  midft  of  our  happinefs,  we 
'  were  fuddenly  furprized  by  the  unexpecled  return 
<  of  her  hufband,  who  coQiing  directly  into  his  wife's 
'  apartment,  ju(t  allowed  me  time  to  creep  under 

*  the  bed.  The  diforder  in  which  he  found  his  wife, 
'might  have  furprized  a  jealous  temper;  but  his 
'  was   fo  far   otherwife,    that   poffibly    no    mifchief 

*  might  have  happened,  had  he  not  by  a  crofs  accl- 

*  dent  difcovered  my   legs,    which    were  not  well 

*  hid.  He  immediately  drew  me  out  by  them,  and 
'  then  turning  to  his  wife  with  a  ftern  countenance, 
'  began  to  handle  a  weapon  he  wore  by  his  fide, 

7  '  with 
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*  with  which,  I  am  perfuaded,  he  would  have  inllant- 

*  ly  difpatched  her,  had  not  I  very  gallantly,  and 
'  with  many  imprecations,  afierted  her  innocence 
'  and  my  own  guilt;  which,  however,  I  protefted 

*  had  hitherto  gone  no  farther  than  defign.  She  fo 
'  well  feconded  my   plea   (for  fhe  was  a  womian  of 

*  wonderful  art),  that  he  was  at  length  impofed  upon; 

<  and  now  all  his  rage  was  directed  againft  me, 
'  threatening  all  manner  of  tortures,  which  the  poor 

*  lady  was  in  roo  great  a  fright  and  confufion  to 
'  diffuade  him  from  executing  J   and  perhaps,   if  her 

*  concern  for  me  had  made  her  attempt  it,  it  would 
«  have  raifed  a  jealoufy  in  him  not  afterwards  to  be 

*  removed. 

*  After  fome  hefitation,  Rodoric  cried  out,  he 
f  had  luckily  hit  on  the  mod  proper  punifhment  for 

*  me  in  the  world,  by  a  method  which  would  at  once 

*  do  fevere  juilice  on  me  for  my  criminal  intention, 
«  and  at  the  fame  time  prevent  m^e  from  any  danger 
^  of  executing  my  wicked  purpofe  hereafter.     This 

<  cruel  refolution  was  immediately  executed,  and  I 

*  was  no  longer  worthy  the  name  of  a  man. 

*  Having  thus  difquaiified  me  from  doing  him 
'  any  future  injury,  he  (till  retained  me  in  his  fami- 

<  ly;  but  the  lady,  very  probably  repenting  of  what 

*  Cr.c  had  dene,  and  looking  on  me  as  the  author  of 
«  her  guilt,  would  never,  for  the  future,  give  me 

*  either  a  kind  word  or  look  :  and  fhortly  after,  a 

<  great  exchange  being  made  between  the  Romans 
'  and  the  Goths  of  dogs  for  men,  my  lady  exchanged 
'  me  with  a  Roman  widow  for  a  fmall  lapdog,  giv- 

<  ing  a  confiderabie  fum  of  m.oney  to  boot. 

*  In  this  widow's  fervice  I  remained  feven  years, 

*  during  all  which  time  I  was  very  barbaroufly  treat- 

*  ed.     I   was  worked  without  the  lead  mercy,  and 

*  often  feverely  beat    by  a  fwinging  maid-fervanr, 

*  who  never  called  me  by  any  other  names  than  thofe 
«  of  the  Thing,  and  the  iVnimal.     Though  I  ufed 

<  my  utmoft  induftry  to  pleafe,  it  never  was  in  my 

*  power. 
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*  power.  Neither  the  lady  nor  her  woman  would 
'  eat  any  thing  I  touched,  laying,  they  did  not  be- 

*  iieve  nie  wholelbme.  It  is  unneceflary  to  repeat 
'  particulars  3  in  a  word,  you  can  imagine  no  kind 
<  of  ill  ufage  which  I  did  not  fuffer  in  this  family. 

^  At  lali,  an  heathen  prieft,  an  acquaintance  of 
*■  my  lady's,  obtained  me  of  her  for  a  prefent.  The 
'  fcene  was  now  totally  changed,  and  I  had  as  much 
'  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  prefent  fituation,  as 

*  I  had  to  lament  my  former.     I  was  fo  abfolutely 

*  my  malter's  favourite,   that  the  reft   of  the  (laves 

*  paid  me  almoft  as  much  regard  as  they  fliewed  to 

*  him,  well   knowing,    that  it  was    entirely  in  my 

*  power  to  command,  and  treat  them  as  I  pleafed. 

*  I  was  intrufted  with  all  my  mafter's  fecrets,  and 
'  ufed  to  affift  him  in  privately  conveying  away  by 

*  night  the  facrifices  from  the  altars,  which  the  peo- 

*  pie  believed  the  deities  themfelves  devoured.  Upon 
'  thefe  Vv^e  feafced  very  elegantly,  nor  could  invention 

*  fuggeft  a  rarity  v/hich  we  did  not  pamper  ourfelves 
'  with.  Perhaps,  you  may  admire  at  the  clofe  union 
<■  between  this  pried  and  his  Have  :   but  we  lived  in 

*  an  intimacy  which  the  Chriftians  thought  criminal: 
'  but  my  mafter,  who  knew  the  Vvrill  of  the  gods, 
'  with  whom  he  told  me  he  often  converfed,  affured 

*  me  it  was  pcrfediv  innocent. 

^  This  happy    life   continued   about   four  years, 

*  when  my  mailer's    death,  occafioned   by  a  furfeic 

*  got  by  overfeeding  on  feveral  exquifite  dainties, 

*  put  an  end  to  it. 

*  1  NOW  fell  into  the  hands  of  one  of  a  very  difFer- 
'  ent  difpofition,    and   tliis   was   no   other  than  the 

*  celebrated  St.  Chryfoftome,  v/ho  dieted  me  with 
'  fermons  inllead  of  facrifices,  and  filled  my  cars  with 

*  good  things,  but  not  my  belly.     Inftead  of  high 

*  food  to  fatten  and  pamper  my  flefh,  I  had  receipts 

*  to  mortify  and  reduce  it.     With   thefe  I  edified  fo 

*  well,  that  within  a  few  months  I  became  a  fkele- 

*  ton.     However,  as  he   had  converted  me  to  his 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  *  faith. 
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'  faith,  I   was  well   enough  fatisfied  with  this  new 

*  manner  of  living,  by  which  he  taught  me,  I  might 

*  infure  myfelf  an  eternal  reward  in   a  fu4:ure  ftate. 

*  The    faint    was  a  good-natured   man,   and    never 

*  gave  me  an   ill  word  but  once,  which  was  occa- 

*  fioned    by   my   negle6ling  to  place  Ariftophanes, 

*  which  was  his  conftant   bedfellow,  on  his  pillow. 

*  He  wasj  indeed,  extremely  fond  of  that  Greek 
*■  poet,   and  frequently  made  me  read  his  comedies 

*  to  him  :  when  I  came  to  any  of  the  loofe  pafTages, 
'  he  would  Hi^ile,  and  fay,  //  zvas  pity  his  matter 
'  was  not  as  pure  as  his  Jlyle  j  of  which  latter,  he 

*  was   fo  immoderately  fond,  that  notwithftanding 

*  the  deteflation  he  exprefled  for  obfcenity,  he  hath 
'  made  me  repeat  thofe  paiTages  ten  times  over.  The 

*  charafler  of  this  good  man  hath  been  very  unjuflly 
'  attacked  by  his  heathen  cotemiporaries,  particularly 
«  with  regard  to  women  j  but   his  fevere  invectives 

*  agajnfl  that  fex,  are  his  fufRcient  iufiification. 

*  From  the  fervice  of  this  faint,  from  whom  I  re- 

*  ceived  manumiffion,  I  entered  into  the  family  of 

*  Timafius,  a  leader  of  great  eminence  in  the  Impe- 

*  rial   army,  into  whofe  favour  I  fo  far  infinuated 

*  myfelf,  that  he  preferred  me  to  a  good  command, 

*  and  foo-n  made  me  partaker  of  both  his  company 
^  and  his  fecrets.     I  foon  grew  intoxicated  with  this 

*  preferment,  and  the  more  he  loaded  m.e  with  be- 

*  nefits,  the  more  he  railed  my  opinion  of  my  own 
'  merit  i  which  flill  outftripping  the  rewards  hecon- 

*  ferred  on  me,  infpired  me  rather  with  diilatisfaftion 

*  than  gratitude.     And  thus,  by  preferring  me  be- 

*  yond  my  merit  or  firft  expcclation,  he  m.ade  me  an 

*  envious   afpiring  enemiV,  whom  perhaps,  a  more 

*  moderate  bounty  would  have  preferved  a  dutiful 
'  fervant. 

*  I  FELL   now   acquainted  with  one  Lucilius,  a 

*  creature  of  the  prime  miniiter  Eutropius,  who  had 

*  by  his  favour  been  raifed  to  the  poft  of  a  tribune  ; 

*  a  man  of  low  morals,  and  eminent  only  in  that 

3  *  meaneft 
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meanefl:  of  qualities,  cunning.  This  gentleman, 
imagining  me  a  fit  tool  for  the  miniftcr's  purpole, 
having  often  founded  my  principles  of  honour  and 
honefty,  both  which  he  declared  to  me  were  words 
without  meaning  J  and  finding  my  ready  concur- 
rence in  his  fentiments,  recommended  me  to  Eu- 
tropius,  as  very  proper  to  execute  fome  wicked 
purpofes  he  had  contrived  againft  my  friend  Ti- 
mafius.  The  minifter  embraced  this  recommen- 
dation, and  I  was  accordingly  acquainted  by  Lu- 
cilius  (after  fome  previous  accounts  of  the  great 
efteem  Eutropius  entertained  of  me,  from  the  tefti- 
mony  he  had  borne  of  my  parts)  that  he  would  in- 
troduce me  to  him  j  adding,  that  he  was  a  great 
encourager  of  merit,  and  that  I  might  depend  upon 
his  favour. 

'  I  WAS  with  little  difficulty  prevailed  on  to  accept 
of  this  invitation.  A  late  hour  therefore  the  next 
evening  being  appointed,  I  attended  my  friend  Lu- 
cilius  to  the  miniiler's  houfe.  He  received  me 
with  the  utmoft  civility  and  cheerfulnefs,  and  af- 
fedled  fo  much  regard  to  me,  that  I,  who  knew 
nothing  of  thefe  high  fcenes  of  life,  concluded  I 
had  in  him  a  mod  difinterefted  friend,  owing  to 
the  favourable  report  which  Lucilius  had  made  of 
me.  I  was  however  foon  cured  of  this  opinion  : 
for  immediately  after  fupper,  our  dilcourfe  turned 
on  the  injuftice  which  the  generality  of  the  world 
were  guilty  of  in  their  conduct  to  great  men,  ex- 
pefting  that  they  fhould  reward  their  private  merit, 
without  ever  endeavouring  to  apply  it  to  their  ufe« 
IVhat  avail  (faid  Eutropius)  the  learning,  vjit,  coU" 
rage,  or  any  virtue  which  a  man  may  be  pojfsjjed  of  to 
me,  unlefs  I  receive  fome  benefit  from  them  ?  Hath 
he  not  more  merit  to  me,  who  doth  my  bufinefs,  and 
obeys  my  commands^  without  any  of  thefe  qualities  ?  I 
gave  fuch  entire  fatisfaction  in  my  anfwcrs  on  this 
head,  that  both  the  minifter  and  his  creature  grew 
bolder,  and  after  fome  preface,  began  to  accufe 
E  b  2  '  Th-nafius* 
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Timafius.  At  lad,  finding  I  did  not  attempt  to 
defend  him,  Lucilius  fwore  a  great  oath,  that  he 
was  not  fit  to  live,,  and  that  he  would  deftroy  him. 
Eutropiiis  anfwered,  that  it  would  be  too  danger- 
ous a  tafl<;  :  Indeed^  fays  he,  his  crimes  are  of  fo  bh.ck 
a  dye,  and  Jo  well  knozvn  to  the  empercr,  that  his 
death  mufi  be  a  very  acceptable  fervice,  and  could  not 
fail  meeting  a  proper  reward ;  but  I  quejlion  whether 
you  ire  capable  of  executing  it.  If  he  is  not,  cried  F, 
/  am  \  and  furely,  no  man  can  have  greater  motives 
to  deflrcy  him  than  myfelf :  for,  befides  his  difioyalty 
to  my  prince,  for  ivhcm  I  have  fo  perfe^  a  duty,  I 
have  private  difobligations  to  him.  I  have  had  fellows 
put  over  n.y  head,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  the  fervice  in 
general,  and  to  my  own  prejudice  and  difappointment 

in  particular, 1  will  not  repeat  you  my  whole 

fpeech  :  but  to  be  as  concife  as  poffible,  when  we 
parted  that  evening,  the  miniiler  fqueezed  me 
heartily  by  the  hand,  and  with  great  com.menda- 
tion  of  my  honefty,  and  afiurances  of  his  favour, 
he  appointed  me  the  next  evening  to  come  to  hiai 
alone ;  when  finding  me,  after  a  little  more  fcru- 
tiny,  ready  for  his  purpofe,  he  propofed  to  me,  to 
accufe  Timafius  of  high  treafon  ;  promifing  me  the 
higheft  rewards,  if  I  would  undertake  it.  The 
confequence  to  him,  I  fuppofe,  you  'know,  was 
ruin  :  but  what  was  it  to  me?  Why  truly,  when 
I  waited  on  Eutropius,  for  the  fulfilling  his  pro- 
mifes,  he  received  me  with  great  didance  and 
coldnefs ;  and  on  my  dropping  Ibme  hints  of  my 
expectations  from  him,  he  affedled  nor  to  underfi:and 
me  J  faying,  he  thought  impunity  was  the  utmoft 
I  could  hope  for,  on  difcovering  my  accomplice, 
whofe  offence  was  only  greater  than  mine,  as  he 
was  in  a  higher  ftation  ;  and  telling  me,  he  had 
great  difnculty  to  obtain  a  pardon  for  me  from  the 
emperor,  which,  he  faid,  he  had  ftruggled  very 
hardly  for,  as  he  had  worked  ;he  difcovery  out  of 

*me. 
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^  ine.  He  turned  away,  and  addrefled  himfelf  to 
'  anoih-r  perlon. 

*  I  WAS  Co  incenfed   at  this  treatment,  that  I  re- 
'  folved  revenge,  and  fhould  certainly  have  piirfiied 

*  it,  had  he  not  cautioLifly  prevented  me,  by  taking 

*  efFeftual  means  to'difpatch  nie  ibon  after  out  of  the 

*  woild. 

'  You  will,   I   believe,  now  think,  I  had  a  fecond 
'  good   chance   for   the  bottomlcfs  pit,  and   indeed 

*  Minos  feemed  inclined  to  tumble  me  in,  till  he 
'  was  inforaied  of  the  revenge  taken  on  me  bv  Ro- 

*  doric,  and  my  fevcn  years  fubfequent  fervitude  to 
'  the  widow  ;   which    he  thought  fufticienc  to  make 

*  atonement  for  all  the  crimes  a  fin<:;le  life  could  ad- 
'  mic  of,  and  Co  fent  me  back  to  try  my  fortune  a 
'  third  time.' 

CHAP.     XI. 

/«  which  Julian  relates  his  adventures  in  the  character 
of  an  avaricious  Jew. 

H  E  next  characfter  in  which  I  was  deftined 
to  appear  in  the  flefh,  was  that  of  an  avari- 
'  cious  Jew.     I  was  born  in  Alexandria  in  Egypt. 

*  My  name  was  Balthazar.     Nothing  very  remark- 

<  able  happened  to  me,  till  the  year  of  the   memo- 

<  rable  tumult,   in   which  the  Jews  of  that  city  are 

*  reported  In  hiftory  to  have  Qiadacred  more  Chrif- 

*  tians  than  at  that  time  dwelt  in   it.     Indeed,  the 

*  truth    is,  they   did   maul  the   dogs   pretty  hand- 

*  fomely  ;  but  I  myfelf  was  not  prefent,  for  as  all 
'  our  people  were  ordered  to  be  armed,  I,  took  that 

*  opportunity  of  felling  two  fwords,  which  probably 

*  I   might  otherwife   never  have  difpofed  of,   they 

*  being  extremely  old  and  rufty :  fo  that  having  no 

*  weapon  left,  I  did  not  care  to  venture  abroad.  Be- 
^  fides,  though  I  really  though:  it  an  aft  meriting 

B  b  3  ^  falvacion 
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*  falvation  to  murder  the  Nazarenes,  as  the  fact  was 
'  to  be  committed  at  midnight,  at  which  time,  to 
'  avoid  fufpicion,  we  were  all  to  Tally  from  our  own 
'  hoiifes  J  I  could  not  perfuade  myfelf  to  confume  fo 

*  muchoil  in  fitting  up  till  that  hour:  for  thefe  rca- 

*  fons  therefore  I  remained  at  home  that  evening. 

*  1  v.'As  at  this  time  greatly  enamoured  with  one 
'  Hypatia,  the  daughter  of  a  philofopher;   a  young 

*  lady  of  the  greateft  beauty  and  merit  :  indeed,  fhe 

*  had  every  imaginable  ornament  both  of  mind  and 

*  body.  She  feemed  not  to  diflike  my  perfon  :  but 
^  there  were  two  obftruftions  to  our  marriage,  viz. 

*  my  religion  and  her  poverty:   both  which  might 

*  probably  have  been  got  over,  had  not  thofe  dogs 

*  the  chriftians  m.urdered  her;  and,  what  is  worfe, 
«  afterwards  burnt  her  body  :  worfe,  I  fay,  becaufe  I 
'  loft   by  that  means  a  jewel  of  fome  value,  which 

*  I  had  prefented  to  her,  defigning,  if  our  nuptials 

*  did  not  take  place,  to  demand  it  of  her  back  again. 

'  Being  thus  difappointcd  in  my  love,  I  foon  after 

*  left   Alexandria,    and  went  to  the  Imperial  city, 

*  where  I  apprehended  I  fhould  find  a  good  market 

*  for  jewels  on  the  approaching  marriage  of  the  em- 
'  peror  with  Athenais.  I  difguifed  miyfelf  as  a  beg- 
«  gar  on  this  journey,  for  thefe  reafons :  firft,  as  I 
^  imagined  I  fhould  thus  carry  my  jewels  with  greater 

*  fafery  ;  and  fecondly,  to  leflen  my  expences:  which 

*  latter  expedient  fucceeded  fo  well,  thai  I  begged 

<  two  oboli  on  my  way  more  than  my  travelling 
'  coft  me,  my  diet  being  chiefly  roots,  and  my  drink 

<  water. 

*  But,  perhaps,  it  had  been  better  for  me  if  I  had 

*  been  more  laviih,  and  more  expeditious:  for  the 
^  ceremony  was  over  before  I  reached  Conflantino- 

*  pie  ;  fo  that  I  loft  that  glorious  opportunity  of  dif- 

*  pofing  of  my  jewels,  with  which  many  of  our  peo- 

*  pie  were  greatly  enriched. 

*  The  life  of  a  mifer  is  very  little  worth  relating, 

*  as  it  is  one  conftant  fcheme  of  getting  or  faving 

*  money. 
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'  money.     I  fliall  therefore  repeat  to  you  fome  few 
'  only  of  my  adventures,  without  regard  to  any  or- 

*  der. 

<  A  Roman  Jew,  who  was  a  great  lover  of  Faler- 

*  nian  wine,   and  who  indulged  himfelf  very  freely 

*  with  it,  came  to  dine  at  my  houfe ;   when  know^ 

*  in^  he  fliould  meet  with  little  wine,  and  that  of  the 
'  cheaper  fort,  fent  me  in  half  a  dozen  jars  of  Faler- 

*  nian.     Can  you  believe  I  would  not  give  this  man 

*  his  own  wine  ?  Sir,  I  adulterated  it  fo,  that  I  made 

*  fix  jars  of  them  -,  three,  which  he  and  his  friend 
'drank;  the  other  three  I  afterwards  fold  to  the 
'  very  perfon  who  originally  fent  them  me,  knowing 

*  he  would  give  a  better  price  than  any  other. 

*  A  Noble  Roman  came  one  day  to  my  houfe  in 

*  the  country,  which  I  had  purchafed,  for  half  the 
'  value,  of  a  diftrelled  perfon.     My  neighbours  paid 

*  him  the, compliment  of  fome  mufic,  on  which  ac- 
'  count,  when  he  departed,  he  left  a  piece  of  gold 

*  with  me,  to  be  diibributed  among  them.  1  pocketed 
'  this  money,   and  ordered   them    a  fmall  veiiel  of 

*  four  wine,  which  I  could  not  have  fold  for  above 
«  two  drachmas,  and  afterwards  made  them  pay  in 

*  work  three  times  the  value  of  it. 

*  As  I  was  not  entirely  void  of  religion,  though  I 
«  pretended  to  infinitely  more  than  I  had,  lb  I  en- 

*  deavoured  to  reconcile  my  tranfaflions  to  my  con- 

<  fcience  as  well  as  poffible.  Thus  I  never  invited 
«  any  one  to  eat  with  me,   but  thole  on  whofe  poc- 

*  kets  I  had  fome  defign.  After  our  collation,  it  was 
«  conltantly  my  method  to  fet  down  in  a  book  I  kept 

<  for  that  purpofe,  v/hat  I  thought  they  owed  me  for 

*  their  meal.     Indeed,  this  was  generally  a  hundred 

*  times  as  much  as  they  could  have  dined  elfewhere 

*  for:   but  however,  it  was  quid  pro  quo,  \(  not  ad  va- 

*  lorem.     Now,  whenever  the  opportunity  offered  of 

*  impofing  on  them,   I  confidered  it  only  as  paying 

*  myfelf  what  they  owed  me  :  indeed,  I  did  not  al- 
^  ways  confine  myfelf  ftriftly  to  what  I  had  fet  down, 

B  b  4.  *  however 
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'  however  extravagant  that  was  ;  but  I  reconciled 

*  taking  the  overplus  to  myfcif  as  ufance. 

'  But   I  was  not  only  too  cunning  for  others,  I 

*  fometimes  overreached  myfeif.     I  have  contracted 

*  diftenipers  for  vvant  of  food  and  warmth,  which 
'  have  put  me  to  the  expence  of  a  phyfician : 
'  nay,  1  once  very  narrowly  efcaped  death  by  taking 
'  bad  drugs,  only  to  fave  one  leven-eighth  j)cr  cent, 
'  in  the  price. 

'  By  thefe,  and   fuch  like  means,  in  the  midfl:  of 
'  poverty,  and  every  kind  of  diftrefs,  I  faw  myfelf 

*  mafter  of  an  im.menfe  fortune  :  the  caftinGi;  ud  and 

*  ruminating  on  wliich  v/as  my  daily  and  only  plea- 

*  fure.  This  was  however  obllructed  and  emibittered 
'  by  two  confiderations,  which  againft  my  will  often 
'  invaded  my  thoughts.  One  would  have  been  in- 
'  tolerable  (but  that  indeed  feldom  troubled  me)  was, 

*  that  I  muft  one  day  leave  m.y  darling  treafure. 
^  The  other  haunted  me  continually,  172.  that  my 
'  riches  were   no  greater.     However,    I  comforted 

*  myfelf  againft  this  refieftion,  by  an  alTurance  that 
'  they  would  increafe  daily :  on  which  head,  my 
'  hopes  were  fo  extenfive,  that  I  may  fay  with  Vir- 

His  ego  nee  met^.s  rerum  nee  tempera  pono. 
'  Indeed  I  am  convinced,  that  had  I  pofieHed  the 
'  whole   globe  of  earth,  fave  one   Tingle  drachma, 

*  which  I  had  been  certain  never  to  be  mafter  of,  I 

*  am  convinced,  1  fay,  that  fingle  drachma,  would 

*  have  given  me  more  uneafinefs  than  all  the  refc 
'  could  afford  me  pleafure. 

'  To  fay  the  truth,  between  my  folicitude  in  con- 

*  triving  fchemcs  to  procure  money,  and  my  ex- 
'  treme  anxiety  in  preferving  it,  I  never  had  one  mo- 
'  ment  of  eafe  while  awake,  nor  of  quiet  when  in 

*  my  fleep.     In  all  the  charavflers  through  which   I 

*  have  pafifed,  I  have  never  undergone  half  the  mi- 

*  fery  I  fuffercd  in  this,  and  indeed  Minos  feemed 

*  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion  :  for  while  I  ftood  trem- 

f  bling 
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*  bling  and  fhaking  in  expcdation  of  my  fentence, 

*  he   bid   me  go   back  about  my  bufinefs  ;  forthac 

*  no  body  was  to  be  d — n'd  in  more  worlds  than  one. 

*  And  indeed.,  I   have  fince  learnt,  that  the  devil 

*  will  not  receive  a  Q-iifer.' 

CHAP.     XII. 

]^p''hai  happened  to  Julian  in  the  chrraSiers  of  a  gemraly 
an  heiry  a  carpenter ^  and  a  beau, 

'  T  I  "V  H  E  next  Hep  I  took  into  the  world,  was 
'     j_      at  Apollonia  in  Thrace  j  where  I  was  born 

*  of  a  beautiful  Greek  flave,  who  was  the  miftrefs 

*  of  Eutyches,    a   great  favourite   of  the  emperor 
'  Zeno.     That  prince,  at   his   rertoration,  gave  me 

*  the  command  of  a  cohort,  I  being  then  but  fifteen 

*  years  of  age  i   and  a  little  afterwards,  before  1  had 

*  even  feen  an  army,  preferred  me,  over  the  heads  of 
'  all  the  old  officers,  to  be  a  tribune. 

*  As  I  found  an  eafy  accefs  to  the  emperor,  by 

*  means  of  my  father's  intimacy  with  him,  he  being 

*  a  very  good  courtier,  or,   in   other  words,  a  molt 

*  proltitute  flatterer  j   fo   I   foon    ingratiated  myfelf 

*  with  Zeno,  and  fj  well  imitated  my  father  in  flat- 
'  tcring  him,  that  he  v/ould  never  part  with  me  from 

*  about  his  perfon.     So  that  the  firft  armed  force  I 

*  ever  beheld,  v/as  that  v/ith   which   Martian  fur- 

<  rounded  the  palace,  where  I  was  then  ihut  up  with 

*  the  reft  of  the  court. 

*  I  w^'\s  afterwards  put  at  the  head  of  a  legion, 
«  and  ordered   to  march  into  Syria,  with  Theodoric 

*  the  Goth  j  that  is,  I  mean  my  legion  was  fo  or- 
«  dered  :  for,  as  to  myfelf,  I  remained  at  court, 
^  with  the  name  and  pay  of  a  gineral,  without  the 

<  labour  or  the  danger. 

*  As  nothing  could  be  more  gay,  /.  e.  debauched, 

*  than  Zeno's  court,  fo  the  ladies  of  gay  difpofition 

<  bad  great  fway  in  ic ,  particularly  one,  whofe  name 

^  was 
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*  was  Foiijlay  who,  though  not  extremely  handfome, 

*  was  by  her  wit  and  fpritelinefs  very  agreeable  to  the 
«  emperor.  With  her  I  lived  in  good  correfpondence, 

*  and  we  together  difpofed  of  all  kinds  of  commif- 

*  fions  in  the  army,  not  to  thofe  who  had  moft  merit, 
«  but  who  would  purchafe  at  the  higheft  rate.  My 
«  levee  was  now  prodigioudy  thronged  by  officers, 

<  who  returned  from  the  campaigns  j  who,  though 

*  they  might  have  been  convinced  by  daily  example, 
'  how  ineffectual  a  recommendation  their  fervices 

<  were,  ftill  continued  indefatigable  in  attendance, 

<  and  behaved  to  me  with  as  much  obfervance  and 

<  refpeft,  as  I  fhould  have  been  entitled  to,  for  mak- 

*  ing  their  fortunes,  while  I  fuffered  them  and  their 

*  families  to  ftarve. 

*  Several  poets,  likewife,  addrefied  verfes  to  me, 

<  in  which    they   celebrated   my   military   atchievc- 

*  ments  j  and  what,   perhaps,   may  feem  ftrange  to 

*  us  at  prefent,  I  received  all  this  incenfe  with  moft 

<  greedy  vanity,  without  once  refleding,  that  as  I 

*  did   not  deferve  thefe  compliments,   they  Ihould 

<  rather  put  me  in  mind  of  my  defefls. 

'  My  father  was  now  dead,  and  I  became  fo  ab- 

*  folute  in  the  emperor's  grace,  that  one  unacquaint- 

*  ed  with  courts  would  fcarce  believe  the  fervility 
'  with  which  all  kinds  of  pcrfons,  who  entered  the 

<  walls  of  the  palace,  behaved  towards  me.  A  bow, 
«  a  fmile,  a  nod  from  me,  as  I  pafTed  through  cring- 
'  ing  crowds,  were  efieemed  as  fignal  favours,   but 

*  a  gracious   word  made  any  one  happy  i  and,   in- 

*  deed,   had  this    real   benefit  attending   it,  that  it 

<  drew  on  the  perfon,  on  whom  it  was  beftowed, 
'  a  very   great  degree   of  refpeft  from   all  others  ; 

<  for  thefe  are  of  current  value  in  courts,  and  like 
«  notes  in  tradin^ommunities,  are  affignable  from 

*  one  to  the  other.     The  fmile  of  a  court  favourite 

*  immediately  raifes  the  perfon  who  receives  it,  and 

*  gives  a  value  to  his  fmile  when  conferred  on  an 

*  inferior  :  thus  the  faiile  is  transferred  from  one  to 

*  the 
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*  the  other,   and  the  great  man,  at  lad  is  the  perfon 

*  to  difcount  it.     For  inftance,   a  very  low   fellow 

*  hath  a  defirc  for  a  place.  To  v/hom  is  he  to  ap- 
'  ply  ?  Not  to  the  great  man ;  for  to  him  he  hath 
<  no  acccfs.     He  therefore  applies  to  A,  who  is  the 

*  creature  of  B,  who   is  the  tool  of  C,  who  is  the 

*  flatterer  of  D,  who  is  the  catamite  of  E,  who  is 

*  the  pimp  of  F,  who  is  the  bully  of  G,  who  is  the 

*  buffoon  of  I,  who  is  the  hufband  of  K,  who  is  the 

*  whore  of  L,   who  is  the  ballard  of  M,  who  is  the 

*  inftrument  of  the  great  man.     Thus  the  fmile  de- 

*  fcending  regularly  from  the  great  man  to  A,  is 
^  difcounted  back   again,  and   at  lafl;  paid  by   the 

*  great  man. 

*  It  is  manifeft,  that  a  court  would  fubfifi:  as  diffi- 

*  cultly  without  this  kind  of  coin,  as  a  trading  city 

*  without  paper  credit.     Indeed,  they  differ  in  this, 

*  that  their  value  is  not  quite  fo  certain,  and  a  fa- 
'  vourite  may  protefl  his  fmile  without  the  danger 

*  of  bankruptcy. 

*  In  the  midft  of  all  this  glory,  the  emperor  died, 
'  and  Anaftaiius  was  preferred  to  the  crown.  As  it 
'  was  yet  uncertain  whether  I  (liould  not  continue  in 

*  favour,    I   was  received  as  ufual   at  my  entrance 

*  into  the  palace,  to  pay  my  refpe<5ls  to  the  new  em- 

*  peror;  but  I  was  no  fooner  rumped  by  him,  than 

*  1  received  the  fame  compliment  from  all  the  reft; 

*  the  whole  room,  like  a  regiment  of  loldiers,  turn- 

*  ing  their  backs  to  me  all  at  once,   my  fmile  now 

*  was  become  of  equal   value  with   the  note  of  a 

*  broken  banker,  and  every  one  was  as  cautious  not 
'  to  receive  it. 

'  I  MADE  as  much  hade  as  poffiblefrom  the  court, 

*  and  fiiortly  after  from  the  citjt  retreating  to  the 

*  place  of  my  nativity,  where  I  (pent  the  remainder 

*  of  my  days  in  a  retired  life  in  hufbandry,  the  only 
'  amufement  for  which  I  was  qualified,  having  nei- 

*  ther  learning  nor  virtue. 

^  When 
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«  When  I  came  to  the  gate,  Minos  again  feenned 
«  at  firft  doubtful,  but  at  length  difmiffed  me  -,  fay- 

<  ing,  though  I   had  been  guilty   of  many  heinous 

*  crimes,  in   as   much  as  I  had,  though  a  general, 

*  never  been  concerned  in  fpilling  human  blood,  I 

*  might  return  again  to  earth. 

<  I  WAS  now  again  born  in  Alexandria,  and,  by 

<  o-reat   accident,    entering   into   the   womb  of  my 

*  daughter-in-law,  came  forth  my  own  grandfon,  in- 
«  heriting  that  fortune  which  I  had  before  amalfed. 

*   Extravagance   was    now    as    nototiouQy  my 

*  vice,  as  avarice  had  been  formerly  j  and  I  fpenr, 
'  in  a  very  fhort  life,  what  had  cod  me  the  labour 

*  of  a  very  long  one  to   rake  together.     Perhaps, 

*  you  will  think  my  prefent  condition  v/as  more  to 

*  be  envied  than  my  former  :   but  upon  my  word  it 

*  was  very  little  [o  ;   for,  by  pofiefTing  every  thing 

*  almofi  before  I  defired  it,  I  could  hardly  ever  fay, 

<  I  enjoyed  my  wifh  :  I  fcarce  ever  knew  the  delight 
'  of  fatisfying  a  craving  appetite.  Befides,  as  I  never 
«  once  thought,  my  mind  was  ufelefs  to  me,  and  I 

*  was  an  abfolute  ftranger  to  all  the  pleafures  ariling 
«  from  it.     Nor,  indeed,  did  my  education  qualify 

<  me  for  any  delicacy  in   other  enjoym.ents ,   fo   that 

<  in  the  midil  of  plenty  I  loathed  every  thing.  Tafte 

<  for  elegance,  I  had  none  j  and  the  greatelt  of  cor- 

*  poreal  blifl'es  I  felt  no  more  from,  than  the  loweft 

*  animal.     In  a  word,  as  vvhile  a  mifer  I   had  plen- 

<  ty  without  daring  to  ufe  it,  fo  now  I  had  it  with- 

*  out  appetite. 

«  But  if  I  was  not  very  happy  in  the  height  of  my 
'  enjoyment,  fo  I  afterwards  became  perfectly  mifer- 

<  able;  being  foon  overtaken  by  difeafe,  and  reduced 

*  todiftrefs,  till  atiength,v/icli  a  broken  conditution, 

*  and  broken  heart,  I  ended  my  v/retched  days  in  a 

<  gaol  :  nor  can  I  think  the  fentence  of  Minos  too 

<  mild,  who  condemned  me,  after  having  taken  a 

*  large  dofe  of  avarice,    to  wander   three  years  on 

<  the  banks  oC  Cocytus,  with  the  knowledge  of  hav- 

^  ins 
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ing  fpenc  the  fortune  in  the  pcrfon  of  the  grand- 
fon,  which  I  had  raifed  in  that  of  the  grandfather. 

*  The  place  of  my  birth,  on  my  return  to  the 
world,  was  Conflantinople,  where  my  father  v/as 
a  carpenter.  The  firfl:  thing  I  remember  was,  the 
triumph  of  Belifarius  ;  which  was,  indeed,  a  mofl 
noble  fhew  :  but  nothing  pleafed  me  fo  much  as 
the  figure  of  Gelimer,  king  of  the  African  Van- 
dals, who  being  led  captive  on  this  occafion,  re- 
flecting with  difdain  on  the  mutation  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  on  the  ridiculous  empty  pomp  of  the 
conqueror,    cried  out.  Vanity,  vanity,  all  is 

MLRE  VANITY. 

*  I  WAS  bred  up  to  my  father's  trade,  and  you 
may  eafily  believe  fo  low  a  fphere  could  produce 
no  adventures  worth  your  notice.  However,  I 
married  a  woman  I  liked,  and  who  proved  a  very 
tolerable  wife.  My  days  were  pafTed  in  hard  la- 
bour, but  this  procured  me  health,  and  I  enjoyed 
a  hom.ely  fupper  at  night  with  my  wife,  with 
more  pleafure  than  I  apprehend  greater  perfons 
find  at  their  luxurious  meals.  My  life  had  fcarce 
any  variety  in  it,  and  at  my  death,  I  advanced  to 
Minos  with  o;reat  confidence  of  enterino-  the  gate  : 
but  I  was  unhappily  obliged  to  difcover  Ibme  frauds 
I  had  been  guilty  of  in  the  ir.eafure  of  my  Vv^ork, 
when  I  worked  by  the  foot,  as  well  as  my  lazinefs, 
when  I  was  employed  by  the  day.  On  which  ac- 
count, when  I  attempted  to  pafs,  the  angry  judge 
laid  hold  on  me  by  the  fhouiders,  and  turned  me 
back  fo  violently,  that  had  I  had  a  neck  of  flelh 
and  bone,  I  believe  he  would  have  broke  it.' 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  ?.     Xlll. 

Jul:.; 

MY    Kviic  o.     ::t^"  W.1S  iv.  .ic,      1  \v.vs  born 
into  a  nobv  v,  and  heir  to  a  conhder- 

abk  fortune.  On  which  my  parents,  thinking  I 
fliouM  not  want  :v  -  ':^  :us,  rdolved  very  kindly 
and  wifely  to  th;  c  away  upon  me.     The 

only  inftni^flors  at  my  youth  were  therefore  one 
Saltator,  who  taught  me  fevcral  motions  for  my 
legs  J  and  one  Ficus,  whofc  bufinefs  was  to  jfhcw 
me  the  cleaned  way  (as  he  called  it)  of  cutting  off 
a  man's  head.  When  I  was  well  accompliJhcd  in 
thefe  fciences,  I  thought  nothing  more  wanting, 
but  what  was  to  be  furnilhed  by  the  feveral  mecha- 
nics in  Rome,  who  dealt  in  drcffing  and  adorning 
the  pope.  Being  therefv^rc  well  equipped  with  all 
which  their  art  could  produce,  I  became  at  the 
age  of  twenty  a  complete  finithed  beau.  And  now 
during  forty-nve  years  I  drclfcd,  I  fang  and  danced, 
and  danced  and  fang,  I  bowed  and  ogled,  and 
*o»led  and  bowed,  till,  in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of 
my  age,  I  got  cold  by  overheating  myfclf  with 
dancing,  and  .'  ;  '. 

*  Mixos  toL:  ...        1  V  .!>  nnworthv  of  Elyfium, 
fo  1  was  too  inlig  co  be  ^lamncd,  and  there- 

fore bade  me  w^:.^  j.iCiw  again.' 

CHAP.    \IV. 
jtdz\'^9:!ir!s  is  the ler^'sn  ej  &  MtaJt, 

*  "T^ORTUXE  now  placed  me  in  the  diaraiter 
t  H  oi  a  younger  brotbicr  ot"  a  good  houle,  and  I 
«  NN.is  n  my  youth  fent  to  fchool ;  but  learning  was 
«  now  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  that  mv  mafter  hmifelf  could 

*  hardly 
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hardly  conflrue  a  fcnterKC  of  Latin  ;  and  as  for 
Gretk,  he  could  not  read  it.  With  very  little 
knowledge  therefore,  and  with  altogether  as  little 
virtue,  I  was  fee  apart  for  the  church,  and  at  the 
proper  age  commenced  rronk.  I  lived  many  years 
retired  in  a  cell,  a  life  very  agreeable  to  the  gloo- 
minefs  of  my  temper,  which  was  much  inclined  to 
defpife  the  world;  that  is,  in  other  words,  to  envy 
all  men  of  fuperior  fortune  and  qualifications,  and 
in  general  to  hate  and  detefl:  the  human  fpecies, 
Notwithftanding  which,  I  could,  on  proper  occa- 
lions,  fubmit  to  flatter  the  vilefl  fellow  in  nature, 
which  I  did  one  Stephen  an  eunuch,  a  favourite  of 
the  ciDperor  Juflinian  H.  one  of  the  wickedefl 
wretches  whom  perhaps  the  world  ever  faw.  I  not 
only  wrote  a  panegyric  on  this  man,  but  I  com- 
mended him  as  a  pattern  to  all  others  in  my  fer- 
mons,  by  which  means  I  fo  greatly  ingratiated  my- 
felf  v/ith  him,  that  he  introduced  me  into  the  em- 
peror's prefence,  v/here  I  prevailed  fo  far  by  the  fame 
methods,  that  I  was  Ihortly  taken  from  my  cell, 
and  preferred  to  a  place  at  court.  I  was  no  fooncr 
efl:ablifhed  in  the  favour  of  Juftinian,  than  I  prompt- 
ed him  to  all  kind  of  cruelty.  As  1  was  of  a  four 
rnorofe  temper,  and  hated  nothing  more  than  the 
fymptoms  of  hsppinefs  appearing  in  any  counte- 
nance, I  reprcfcnted  all  kind  of  diverfion  and  amufe- 
rnent  as  the  moft  horrid  fins.  1  inveighed  againft; 
clicerfulnefs  as  levity,  and  encouraged  nothing  but 
gravity,  or,  to  confefs  the  truth  to  you,  hypocrify. 
The  unhappy  emperor  followed  my  advice,  and  in- 
cenfed  the  people  by  fuch  repeatea  barbarities,  that 
he  was  at  laft  depofed  by  them  and  banifhed. 
'  I  NOV/  retired  again  to  my  cell  (for  hiftorians 
miftake  in  faying  1  was  put  to  death),  where  I  re- 
mained fafe  from  the  danger  of  the  irritated  mob, 
whom  I  curfed  in  my  own  heart,  as  much  as  they 
could  curfe  me.' 


384      A   JOURNEY   FROM   THIS 

*  Justinian,  after  three  years  of  his  baniflimenr> 
returned  to  Conftantinople  in  difguife,  and  paid  me 
a  vifit.  I  at  firft  affected  not  to  know  him,  and 
without  the  lead  compunclion  of  gratitude  for  his 
former  favours,  intended  not  to  receive  hisn,  till  a 
thought  immediately  fuggefting  itfelf  to  me,  how 
I  miight  convert  him  to  my  advantage,  I  pretended 
ro  recolle<5t  him  ;  and  blaming  the  fhortnefs  of  my 
memory  and  badnefs  of  my  eyes,  I  fprung  forv/ard 
and  embraced  him  with  great  affection. 

*  My  defign  was  to  betray  him  to  Apfimar,  who, 
I  doubted  not,  would  generoufly  reward  fuch  a  fer- 
vice.  I  therefore  very  earneilly  requeued  him  to 
fpend  the  whole  evening  with  me  j  to  which  he 
confented.  I  formed  an  excufe  for  leaving  him  a 
few  minutes,  and  ran  away  to  the  palace  to  acquaint 
Apfimar  with  the  gueft  whom  I  had  then  in  my 
cell.  He  prefently  ordered  a  guard  to  go  with  me 
and  feize  him  :  but  whether  the  length  of  my  {lay 
gave  him  any  fufpicion,  or  whether  he  changed  his 
purpofe  after  my  departure,  I  know  not  :  t'br  at 
my  return,  we  found  he  had  given  us  the  ilip  •,  nor 
could  we  with  the  mod  diligent  fearch  difcover 
him. 

'  Apsimar  being  difappointed  of  his  prey,  now 
raged  at  me ;  at  firft  denouncing  the  moft  dreadful 
vengeance,  if  I  did  not  produce  the  depofed  mo- 
narch :  However,  by  foothing  his  paffion  when  at 
the  higheft,  and  afterwards  by  canting  and  flattery, 
I  made  a  fhift  to  efcape  his  fury. 

*  When  Juftinian  was  reftored,  I  very  confidently 
went  to  wifh  him  joy  of  his  reftoration  :  but  it 
feems  he  had  unfortunately  heard  of  my  treachery, 
fo  that  he  at  firft  received  me  coldly,  and  after- 
wards upbraided  me  openly  with  what  I  had  done. 
I  perfevered  ftoutly  in  denying  it,  as  I  knew  no 
evidence  could  be  produced  againft  me  j  till  find- 
ing him  irreconcileable,  I  betook  myfelf  to  reviling 
him  in  my  fermons,  and  on  every  other  occafion, 

«  as 
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'  as  an  enemy  to  the  church,  and  good  men,  and  as 

*  an   infidel,  an   heretic,  an  athcift,  a  heathen,  and 
**  an  Arian.'     This  I  did  immediately  on  his  return, 

*  and  before  he  gave  thole  flagrant  proofs  of  his  in- 

*  humanity,"  which  afterwards  fufficientiy  verified  all 
<  I  had  faid. 

*  Luckily,  I  died  on  th.e  fame  day,  when  a  great 

*  number  of  thofe  forces  which  Jultinian  had  -fent 
'  againd  the  Thracian  Bofplioius,  and  who  iiad  exe- 
'  cuted  fuch  unhrard-of  cruelties  there,  pcrifhed.  As 

*  every  one  of  thefe  was  cafl  into  the  bottomlefs  pit, 

*  Minos  was  fo  tired  with  condemnation,    t!iat  he 

*  proclaimed  that  all  prefent,  who  had  not  been  con- 
'  ccrned  in   that   bloody  expedition,  might,  if  they 

*  pleafed,  return  to  the  oriier  world.  I  took  him 
'  at  his  word,  and  prefently  turning  about,  began  my 
'  journey.* 

C  H  A  P.     XV. 

Julian  pi^JJes  mto  the  chara^er  of  a  fiddler. 

'  ¥^  OME  was  now  the  feat  of  my  nativity.  My 
'  1a.    mother  was  an  African,  a  woman  of  no  great 

*  beauty,  but  a  favourite,  I  fuppofe  from  her  piety, 

*  to  pope  Gregory  IL    Who  was  my  father,  I  know 

*  not :.  but  I  believe  no  very  confiderable  man  :  for 

<  afrer  the  death  of  that  pope,  who  was,  out  of  his 
'  religion,  a  vtxy  good  friend  of  my  mother,  we  fell 
'  into  great  diltrefs,  and  were  at  length  reduced  to 
'  walk  the  ftreets  of  Rome  ;  nor  had  either  of  us  any 
'  other  f^ipport  but  a  fiddle,  on  which  I  played  with 
'  pretty  tolerable  TKill  :  for  as  my  genius  turned  na- 

*  turally  to  mufick,  fo  I  had  been  in  my  youth  very 
'  early  inftrufted  at  the  expenre  of  the  good  pope. 

<  This  afforded  us   but  a  very  poor  livelihood  :  for 

*  though  I  had  often  a  numerous  crovv'd  of  hearers, 

*  few  ever  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  contribute 
Vol.  IV.       "  C  c  '  the 
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the  fmallefl:  pittance  to  the  poor  flarving  wretch 
who  had  given  thenn  pleafure.  Nay,  ibme  of  the 
graver  forr,  afccr  an  hour's  attention  to  my  mufic, 
have  gone  away  fiiaking  their  heads,  and  crying, 
it  was  a  fhame  I'uch  vagabonds  were  fufFercd  to  flay 
in  the  city. 

*  To  fay  the  truth,  I  am  confident  the  fiddle  would 
not  have  kept  us  alive,  had  we  entirely  depended 
on  the  generofity  of  my  hearers.  My  mother  there- 
fore vv;:s  forced  to  ufe  her  own  induftrv  ;  and  while 
I  was  foothing  the  ears  of  the  crowd,  fhe  applied 
to  their  pockets,  and  that  generally  with  fuch  good 
luccefs  that  we  now  began  to  enjoy  a  very  com- 
fortable fubfiftence  ;  and  indeed,  had  we  had  the 
lead:  prudence  or  forecaft,  might  have  foon  acquir- 
ed enough  to  enable  us  to  quit  this  dangerous  and 
difhonourable  way  of  life  :  but  I  know  not  what  is 
the  reafon,  that  money  got  with  labour  and  fafe- 
tv  is  confiiintly  preferved,  while  the  produce  of  dan- 
ger and  eafe  is  commonly  foent  as  eafily,  and  often 
as  wickedly,  as  acquired.  Thus  we  proportioned 
our  expences  rather  by  what  we  had  than  what  v/e 
wanted,  or  even  defired  ;  and  on  obtaining  a  con- 
fiderable  booty,  we  have  even  forced  nature  into 
the  moft  profligate  extravagance  j  and  have  been 
wicked  without  inclination. 

*  We  carried  on  this  method  of  thievery  for  a  long 
time  without  detedion  :  but  as  Fortune  generally 
leaves  perfons  of  extraordinary  ingenuity  in  the 
lurch  at  laft  ;  fo  did  fhe  us:  for  my  poor  mother 
was  taken  in  the  fact,  and  together  with  myfelf,  as 
her  acconiplice,  hurried  before  a  magifbrate. 
'  Luckily  for  us,  tlie  perfon  who  was  to  be  our 
judge,  was  tlie  greaiefl  lover  of  mufic  in  the  whole 
city,  and  had  often  fcnt  for  m.e  to  play  to  him,  for 
which,  as  he  had  given  me  very  fmjali  rewards,  per- 
haps his  gratitude  now  moved  him  :  but,  v*^hatever 
v/as  his  m.otive,  he  browbeat  the  informers  againft 
us,  and  treated  their  evidence  with  fo  little  favour, 

*  that 
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that  their  mouths  were  foon  flopped,  and  we  dif- 
mifled  with  honour ;  acquitted,  I  iliould  rather 
have  laid  :  for  we  were  not  fuffered  to  depart,  till 
I  had  given  t!]e  judge  feveral  tunes  on  iht  fiddie- 
'  We  efcaped  the  better  on  this  occafion,  becaufe 
the  perfon  robbed  happened  to  be  a  poet  j  which 
gave  the  judge,  who  was  a  facetious  perfon,  many 
opportunities  of  jefting.  He  faid,  poets  and  mu- 
ficians  fnould  agree  together,  feeing  they  had  mar- 
ried (itlcrsi  \'vhich  he  afterwards  explained  to  be  the 
fifter  arts.  And  when  the  piece  of  gold  was  pro- 
duced, he  burfb  into  a  loud  laugh,  and  faid  it  mull 
be  th.e  golden  age,  \A\tn  poets  had  gold  in  their 
pockers,  and  in  that  age  there  could  be  no  robbers. 
He  made  many  morejefts  of  the  fame  kind,  but  a 
fmall  tafie  will  fuffice. 

*  It  is  a  common  faying,  that  men  fhould  take 
warning  by  any  fignal  delivery  j  but  I  cannot  ap- 
prove thejuliice  of  it:  for  to  me  it  feems,  thac 
the  acquittal  of  a  guilty  perfon  fhould  rather  in- 
fpire  him  with  confidence,  and  it  had  this  effecfl  on 
us  :  for  we  now  laughed  at  the  law,  and  defpifcd 
its  punilhments,  which  we  found  were  to  be  efcaped 
even  againft  pofitive  evidence.  We  imagined  the 
late  example  was  rather  a  warning  to  the  accufer 
than  the  criminal,  and  accordingly  proceeded  in 
the  moll  impudent  and  flagitious  manner. 

*  Among  other  robberies,  one  night  being  admit- 
ted by  the  fervants  into  the  houfe  of  an  opulent 
prieft,  my  mother  took  an  opportunity,  whilft  tlie 
fervants  were  dancing  to  my  tunes,  to  convey  away 
a  filver  vefTel  j  this  flie  did  without  the  leaft  facri- 
legious  intention:  but  it  feems  ihfi  cup,  which  was 
a  pretty  large  one,  was  dedicated  to  holy  ufes,  and 
only  borrowed  by  the  prieft  on  an  entertainmenc 
which  he  made  for  fome  of  his  brethren.  We  were 
immediately  purfued  upon  this  robbery  (the  cup 
being  taken  in  our  poffefTion),  and  carried  before 
the  fame  magiflrate,  who  had  before  behaved  to  us 

C  c  2  •  with 
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with  fo  much  genrienefs  :  but  his  countenance  was 
now  changed  ;  for  the  moment  the  pried  appeared 
againft  us,  his  feverity  was  as  remarkable  as  his 
candour  had  been  before,  and  we  were  both  order- 
ed to  be  ftript  and  vvhipt  through  the  ftreets. 
*  This  fentence  was  executed  with  great  feverity, 
the  prieft  himfelf  attending  and  encouraging  the 
executioner,  which  he  faid  he  did  for  the  good  of 
our  fouls  :  but  though  our  backs  were  both  flea'd, 
neither  m.y  mother's  torments  nor  my  own  afflicted 
me  fo  much,  as  the  indignity  offered  to  my  poor 
fiddle,  which  was  carried  in  triumph  before  me, 
and  treated  with  a  contempt  by  the  m.ultitude,  in- 
timating- a  great  fcorn  for  the  fcience  I  had  the  ho- 
nour  to  profefs  ;  v/hich,  as  it  is  one  of  the  noblcft 
inventions  of  men,  and  as  I  had  been  always  in  the 
higheft  degree  proud  of  my  excellence  in  it,  I  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  from  the  ill-treatment  my  fiddle  re- 
ceived, that  I  would  have  given  all  my  remainder 
of  {]<.\n  to  have  preferved  it  from  this  affront. 
'  My  mother  furvived  the  whipping  a  very  fhorc 
time;  and  I  was  now  reduced  to  great  difbrefs  and 
mifery,  till  a  young  Roman  of  confiderable  rank 
took  a  fancy  to  me,  received  me  into  his  family, 
and  converfed  v»ith  me  in  the  utmoft  familiarity.' 
He  had  a  violent  attachment  to  mufic,  and  would 
learn  to  play  on  the  fiddle  :  but,  through  want  of 
genius  for  the  fcience,  he  never  made  any  confider- 
able progrcfs.  However,  I  flattered  his  perform.^ 
ance,  and  he  grew  extravagantly  fond  of  me  for  fo 
doing;.  Had  I  continued  this  behaviour,  I  might 
pofilbly  have  reaped  the  greatell  advantages  from 
his  kindncfs:  but  I  had  raifed  his  ov.'n  opinion  of 
his  m:ufical  abilities  fo  high,  that  he  now  began  to 
prefer  his  fkill  to  mine,  a  prefumption  I  could 
not  bear.  One  day  as  we  were  playing  in  concert 
he  was  horribly  out ;  nor  was  it  pofijble,  as  he  de- 
ftroyed  the  harmony,  to  avoid  telling  him  of  it. 
Inftead  of  receiving  my  corretftion,  he  anfwered,  it 

'  was 
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'  was  my  blunder,  and  not  his,  .and  that  I  had  nnC- 
'  taken  the  key.  Such  an  aifronc  from  my  own  Icho- 
'  lar  was  beyond  human  patience  ;  I  flew  intoa  vio- 
'  lent  paffion,  I  flung  down  my  inltrument  in  a  rage, 

*  and  Iwore  I  was  not  to  be  taught  mufic  at  my  age. 
'  He  anfwered  with  as  much  warmth,  nor  was  he 

*  to  be  in(iru6ted  by  a  fl;rolIing  fiddler.  The  dif- 
'  pute  ended  in  a  challenge   to  play  a  prize  before 

*  judges.  This  wager  was  determined  in  my  favour; 
'  but  the  purchafc  was  a  dear  one;  for  I   loll   my 

*  friend  by  it,    who  now  twitting  me  with   all  his 

*  kindnefs,  with  my  former  ignominious  punifhment, 
'  and  the  deflitute  condition  from  which  I  had  been 
'  by  his  bounty  relieved,  difcarded  me  for  ever. 

*  While  I  lived  with  this  gentleman,  I  became 

*  known  among  others,  to  Sabina,  a  lady  of  diflinc- 
'  lion,  and  who  valued  herfelf  much  en  her  tafte  for 
'  mufic.     She  no  fooner  heard  of  my  being  difcard- 

*  ed,  than  fhe  took  me  into  her  houfe,  where  I  was 

*  extremely  well  cloathed  and  fed.   Notwithdanding 

*  which,  my  fituation  was  far  from  agreeable  :  for 
'  I  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  her  conltant  reprehen- 

*  fions  before  company ;  which  gave  me  the  greater 

*  uneafmeis,   becaufe  they  were  always  wrong;    nor 

*  am  I  certain  that  fhe  did  not  by  thefe  provocations 

*  contribute    to   my  death  :    for   as  experience  had 

*  taught  me  to  give  up  my  refentment  to  my  bread, 
'  fo  my  paffions,  for  want  of  outward  vent,  preyed 
'■  inwardly  on  my  vitals,  and  perhaps  occafioned  the 

*  diilemper  of  which  I  fickened. 

*  The  lady  who,   amidil  all  the  faults  flie  found, 

*  was  very  fond  of  me  ;  nay,  probably  was  the  fond- 
'  er  of  me  thQ  more  faults  (lie  found  ;   immediately 

*  called  in   the  aid  of  three  celebrated  phyficians. 

*  Thedo6lors  (being  well  fee'd)  made  me  feven  vifiis 

*  in  three  days  ;  and  two  of  them  were  at  the  door 
'  to  vifit  me  the  eighth  time,  when,  being  acquainted 
'  that  I  was  jufl  dead,  they  fhook  their  heads  and 

*  departed. 

C  C  3  <   WflEf^ 
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'  When   I  came  to  Mine?,  he  afl'^ed  nne  with  a 

*  fmile,  whether  I  had  brought  my  fiddle  with  me  j 
'  and  receiving  an  anfwer  in  the  negative,  he  bid  me 

*  get  about  my  bufmefs,  faying,  it  was  well  for  me 
'  that  the  devil  v/as  no  lover  of  mufic' 


CHAP.     XVI. 

The  hifiory  of  the  Wife  Man, 

NOW  returned  to  Rome,  but  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent character.  Fortune  had  now  allotted  n.e 
'  a  ferious  part  to  afl.  I  had  even  in  my  infancy  a 
«  grave  diipofition,  nor  v;as  I  ever  feen  to  fmiJej 
«  which  infufed  an  opinion  into  all  about  mc>  that 
'  I  was  a  child  of  great  fclidity  :  fome  forefceir.g 
«  that  I  Ihould  be  a  judge,  and  others  a  bifrjop.  At 
*^  two  years  old  my  father  prefcnted  me  with  a  rattle, 
«  which  I  bi-oke  to  pieces   wiLh  great  indignation. 

*  This,  the  good  pareiit  being  extrem.ely  v»^ife,  re- 

*  garded  as  an  eminent  iymptom  of  my  wifdom,  and 

*  cried  out  in  a  kind  of  extal)'.  Well  faid,   boy  !   I 
<  warrant  thou  makeit  a  great  man. 

*  At  fchoo),   I  could  never  be  pcrfu^ided  to  play 
'  with  my  mates  :   not  that  1  fpe-nt  my  hours  in  learn- 

*  ing,  to  which  I  was  not  in  the  iealt  addicted,  nor 

*  indeed  had  I  any  talents  for  it.     However,  the  fo- 

*  Icmnity  of  my  carriage  won  fo  much  on   my  maf- 

*  tcr,   vvho  was  a  moil  ragacioi^s  perfon,   that  I  was 
'  his  chief  favourite,  and  my  example  on  all  occa- 

*  fions  was  recommended  to  the  other  boys,  which 
<  filled  them  with  envy,  and  me  with  pieafure  :    but 

*  though  they  envied  m^e,   they  all  paid   me  that  in- 

*  voluntary  refped,  v/hich  is  the  curie  aetending  this 
'  paffion  to  bear  towards  its  object. 

*  I  HAD  now  obtained  univcrfally  the  charafler  of 

*  a  very  wife  young  man,  which  I  did  not  altogether 
«  purchafe  without  pains  j   for  the  reuraint  I  laid  on 

*  mylelf 
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myfelf  in  abfcaining  from  the  fevcral  diverfions 
adapted  to  my  years,  cod  me  many  a  yearning  ;  but 
the  pride  v/hich  I  inwardly  enjoyed  in  the  fancied 
dignity  of  my  c'laracler,  made  me  fome  amends. 
'  Thus  I  paft  on,  v/ithout  any  thing  very  memo- 
rable happening  to  me,  till  I  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  J  when  unfortunately  I  fell  acquainted 
with  a  youns;  Neapolitan  lady,  vvhofe  name  was 
Ariadne.  Her  beauty  was  fo  exquifite,  that  her 
firft  fight  made  a  violent  imprefilon  on  me;  this  was 
again  improved  by  htr  behaviour,  which  was  moft 
genteel,  eafy,  and  affable  :  lallly,  her  converfation 
completed  the  conquefc.  In  tliis  fhe  difcovered  a 
ftrong  and  lively  underftanding,  with  the  fweetefl: 
and  moft  benign  temper.  This  lovely  creature  was 
about  eighteen  when  1  firft  unhappily  beheld  her  at 
Rome,  in  a  vifit  to  a  relation,  with  whom  I  had 
great  intimacy.  As  our  interviews  at  firft  were  ex- 
tremely frequent,  my  pafiions  v*'ere  captivated  be- 
fore I  apprehended  the  leaft  danger  ;  and  the  fooner, 
probably,  as  the  young  lady  herfcif,  to  whom  I 
confulted  every  method  of  recommendation,  was 
not  difpleafed  with  nny  being  her  admirer. 
*  Ariadne  having  fpent  three  months  at  Rome, 
ROW  returned  to  Naples,  bearing  my  heart  with 
her  :  on  the  other  hand,  I  had  all  the  afTurances, 
coniiftent  with  the  conftraint  under  which  the  moft 
perfecl  modefty  lays  a  young  woman,  that  her  own 
heart  was  not  entirely  unafFcded.  I  foon  found  her 
abfence  gave  me  an  uneafmefs  not  eafy  to  be  borne, 
or  to  remove.  I  now  firft  applied  to  diverfions  (of 
the  graver  fort,  particularly  to  mufic),  but  in  vain; 
they  rather  raifed  my  defires,  and  heightened  my 
anguifti.  My  p-iffion  a:  length  grew  fo  violent,  that 
I  began  to  think  of  fatisfying  it.  As  the  firft  ftep 
to  this,  I  catitioufly  enquired  \mo  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  Ariadne's  parents,  wiih  which  I  was  hitherto 
unacquainted  :  though,  indeed,  I  did  not  apprehend 
they  were  extremely  great,  nocwithftanding  the 
C  c   4  «  hand- 
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handibme  appearance  of  their  daughter  at  Rome. 
Upon  examination,  her  fortune  exceeded  my  ex- 
pedati'on  ;  but  was  not  fufficient  toju{hfy  my  fnar- 
riage  with  her,  in  the  opinion  of  the  wife  and  pru- 
dent. I  had  now  a  violent  liruggle  between  wifdom 
and  happinefs,  in  which,  after  feveral  grievous 
pangs,  wifdom  got  the  better.  I  could  by  no  means 
prevail  with  myfelf  to  facrifice  that  character  of 
profound  wifdom,  which  I  had  with  fuch  uniform 
conduct  obtained,  and  with  fuch  caution  hiiherto 
preferved.  I  therefore  refoived  to  conquer  my  af- 
fedion,  whatever  it  coil  me  j  and  indeed  it  did  not 
cofl:  me  a  little. 

'  While  1  was  engaged  in  this  confiict  (for  it 
lafted  a  long  time),  Ariadne  teturned  to  Rome  :  her 
prefcnce  was  a  terrible  enemy  to  fny  wifdom,  which 
even  in  her  abfcnce  had  with  great  difficulty  flood 
its  ground.  It  feems  (as  flie  hath  fince  told  me 
in  Hlvfium  with  much  merriment)  I  had  made  the 
fame  impreffions  on  her  v/hich  flie  had  made  on 
me.  Indeed,  I  believe  my  wifdom  would  have 
been  totally  fubdued  by  this  furprize,  had  it  not 
cunningly  iuggeded  to  me  a  Uiethod  of  fatisfying 
my  paQion  without  doing  any  injury  to  my  reputa- 
tion. This  was  by  engaging  her  privately  as  a 
millrefs,  which  was  at  that  time  reputable  enough 
at  Rome,  provided  the-aftair  was  managed  with  an 
air  of  ilynefs  and  gravity,  though  the  fecret  was 
known  to  the  whole  city. 

*  I  IMMEDIATELY  fet  about  this  project,,  and  em- 
ployed every  art  and  engine  to  effeCl  it.  I  had  par- 
ticularly bribed  her  prielV,  and  an  old  female  ac- 
quaintance and  diilaat  relation  of  her's  into  my  in- 
tercft  :  but  all  was  in  vain  j  her  virtue  oppofed  the 
paffion  in  her  breaft,  as  ftrongly  as  v,/ifdom  had  of- 
pofed  it  in  mine.  She  received  my  propofals  with 
the  utmoil  difdain,  and  prefently  refufcd  to  fee  or 
hear  from  me  any  more. 

*  She 
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'  She  returned  again  to  Naples,  and  k-fc  me  in  a 

*  worfe  condition  than  before.    My  days  I  now  pail'- 
'  ed  with  the  mod  irkfome  uneafinefs,  and  my  nights 

*  were  refllers  and  neeplefs.  The  ftory  of  our  amour 
'  was  now  pretty  public,  and  the  ladies  talked  of  our 

*  march  as  certain ;     but   my  acquaintance  denied 

*  their  adent,  faying.  No,  no,  he  is  too  wife  to  marry 

*  fo  imprudently.  This  their  opinion  gave  me,  I  own, 

*  very  grtat  pleafure:   but,  to  fay  the  truth,  fcarce 

*  ccmpenfated  the  pangs  I  fuffered  to  preferve  it. 

^  One  day,  while  I  v/as  balancing  with  myfeif,  and 
'  had  almoft  refolved  to  enjoy  my  happinefs,  at  the 
'  price  of  my  character,  a  friend  brought  me  word, 

*  that  /Ariadne  was  married.     This  news  liruck  me 

*  to  the  foul  i  and  though  I  had  refolution  enough  to 

*  maintain  my  gravity  before  iiim  (for  which  I  fuf- 
'  fered  no:  a  little  the  more),  the  moment  I  was  alone, 

I  threw  myfelf  into  the  mod  violent  fit  of  defpair, 
and  v/ould  willingly  have  parted  widi  wifdom,  for- 
tune, and  every  thing  elfe  to  have  retrieved  her  : 
but  that  was  impoflible,  and  I  had  now  nothing  but 

*  time  to  hope  a  cure  fiom.     This  was  very  tedious 

*  in  performing  it,  and  the  longer  as  Ariadne  had 
'  married  a  Roman  cavalier,  was  now  becomie  my 

*  near  neighbour,  and  I  had  the  mortification  of  fee- 

*  ing  her  make  the  bed  of  wives,  and  of  having  the 
'  happinefs,  which,  i  had  lod,  every  day  before  my 
'   eyes. 

*  If  I  fudered  fo  much  on  accourit  of  my  vv'ifdom, 
'  in  having  refufed  Ariadne,   I  was  not  much  more 

*  obliged  to  it  for  procuring  me  a  rich  widow,  who 
'  V7as  recomm.ended  to  me  by  an  old  friend,  as  a  very 
'  prudent  match,  and,  indeed,  fo  it  was  j  her  for- 
^  tune  being  fuperior  to  mine,  in  the  fame  proportion 

*  as  that  of  Ariadne  had  been  inferior.  I  therefore 
'  embraced  this  propofal,  and  my  character  of  wif- 
'  dom  foon  pleaded  fo  effedlually  for  me  v.'i:h  the 

*  widow,  who  was  herfelf  a  woman  of  great  gravity 

*  and 
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*  and  difcretion,  that  I  loon  fucceeded  ;  and  as  foon 
<  as  decency  would  permit  (of  which  this  lady  was 
'  the  Aridetl:  obfervcr),  we  were  married,  being  the 

*  ftfcond  day  of  the  fecond  week,  of  the  fecond  year, 

*  after  her  hufband's  death  ;  for  ftie  faid,  flie  thought 

*  fome  period  of  time  above  the  year  had  a  great  air 

*  of  decorum. 

*  But,  prudent  as  this  bdy  was,  fhe  made  me  mi- 
«  ferable.     Her  perfon  was  far  from  being  lovely; 

*  but  her  temper  was  intolerable.  During  fifteen 
«  years  habitation,  I  never  pailed  a  fmgle  day  without 

*  heartily  curfing  her,  and  the  hour  in  which  we 
«  came  together.     The  only  comfort  I  received,   in 

*  the  midit  of  the  higheft  torments,  was  from  con- 

*  tinually  hearing  the  prudence  of  my  match  com- 

*  fnendfcd  by  all  my  acquaintance. 

*  Thus  you  fee,  in  the  affairs  of  love,  I  bought 

*  the  reputation  of  wifdom  pretty  dear.  In  other 
'  matters,  I  had  it  fcm.ewhat  cheaper;   not  that  hy- 

<  pocrify,  which  was  the  price  I  gave  for  it,  gives 

<  one  no  pain.  1  have  refufed  myfelf  a  thoufand  little 

*  amufements  with  a  feign'd  contempt,  while  I  have 
'really  had  an  in.clinacion  to  them.  1  have  often 
«  almofii  choked  myfelf  to  reftrain  from  laughing  at 

*  ajed,  and  (v/hich  was  perhaps  to  myfelf  the  leaft 

*  hurtful  of  all  my  hypocrify)  have  heartily  enjoyed  a 

*  book  in  m.y  clofet,  which  I  have  fpoke  with  detef- 

<  tation  of  in   public.     To  fum  up  my  hiftory  in 

*  fliort,  as  I  had  few  adventures  worth  reinembering, 

*  my  v/hole  life  v/as  one  conftant  lie;  and  happy 
«  would  it  have  been  for  me,  if  I  could  as  thoroughly 

<  have  impofed  on  niyfeif,  as  1  did  on  others  :  for 

<  reflection,  at  every  turn,  would  often  remind  me  I 
«  was  not  fo  wife  as  people  thought  me;   and  this 

<  confiderably  embittered    the   pleafure   I    received 

*  from  the  public  comm.endation  of  my  wiidom. 
'  This  felf-admonition,  like  a  msmentornori  or  mortalis 

<  eSi  mult  be,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  dangerous  ene- 

*  my  to  flattery  :  indeed,  a  weight  fufficient  to  coun- 

*  terbalance 
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'  terbalance  all  the  falfe  praife  of  the  world.  But 
'  whether  it  be,  that  the  generality  of  wile  men  do 

*  not  reflect  at  all,  or  whether  they  have,  from  a 
'  conftant   impofition   on   others,   contracted  fuch  a 

*  habit  of  deceit  as  to  deceive  themfelves,  I  Vv-ill  not 

*  determine  :  it  is  I  believe,  molt  certain,  that  very 
'  few  wife  men  know  themfelves  what  fools  they  are, 

*  more  than  the  world  doth.   Good  gods  !  could  one 

*  but  fee  what  pafies  in  the  clofet  of  wifdom!  how 

*  ridiculous  a  fig;ht  mu(t  it  be  to  behold  the  wife 
'  man,  who  defpifes  gratifying  his  palate,  devouring 

*  cuftardi  the  fober  wife  man  with  his  dram-bottle  j 

*  or,  the  anticarnalilt  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
'  preffion)  chuckling  over  a  b — dy  book  or  picture, 
'  and  perhaps  careffing  his  houfemaid  ! 

*  But  to  conclude  a  character,  in  which  I  appre- 
'  hend  I  made  as  abfurd  a  figure,  as  in  any  in  which 

*  I  trod  the  (tage  of  earth,  my  wifdom  at  laft  put  an 

*  end  to  itfelf ;  that  is,  occafioned  my  difiblution. 

*  A  RELATION  of  mine  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the 

*  empire,  difinherited  his  fon,  and  left  me  his  heir, 

*  This  happened  in  the  depth  of  winter,  v/hen  1  was 

*  in  my  grand  climacfteric,  and  had  juft  recovered  of 
'  a  dangerous  difeafe.     As  1  had  all  the  reafon  ima- 

*  ginable  to  apprehend  the  family  of  the  deceafed 
'  would  confpire  againft  me,  and  embezzle  as  much 
'  as  they  could,  i  advifed  with  a  grave  and  wife 
'  friend,  what   was  proper  to  be  done;  whether  I 

*  ihould  go  myfelf,  or  employ  a  notary  on  this  occa- 

*  fion,  and  defer  my  journey  to  the  fpring.     To  fay 

*  the  truth,  I  was  molt  inclined  to  the  latter ;  the 
'  rather  as  my  circurnftances  were  extremely  flou- 

*  rifhing,  as   I  was  advanced  in  year^i,  and  had  not 

*  one  perfon  in  the  v/orld,  to  whom  1  fnould  with 
'  pleafure  bequeath  any  fortune  at  my  death. 

*  My  friend  told  me,    he   thought  my  queftion 

*  admitted  no  manner  of  doubt  or  debate  ;  that  com- 

*  mon  prudence  abfoiutely  required  my  iinmediate 
'  departure  ;  adding,  that  if  the  fame  good-luck  had 

'  happened 
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«  happened  to  him,  he  would  have  been  already  on 

*  his  jonrnev  ;  for,  continued  he,   a  man  who  knows 

*  the  world  lo  well  as  you,  would  be  inexcufable  to 
'  c^ive  perfons  Juch  an  opportunity  of  cheating  you, 

*  who,  you   mult   be   affured,  will  be  too  well  in- 

*  clincd;  and  as  for  employing  a  notary,  remember 

*  that  excellent  maxim,  Ne  facias  per  aiium,  quod 
^  fieri  potejl  per  te.  1  own  the  badnefs  of  the  feafcn, 
«  and  your  very  late  recovery,  are  unlucky  circum- 

*  fiances :  but  a  wife  man  mult  get  over  difficulties, 
«  v.?hen  neceffity  obliges  him  to  encounter  them. 

'  I  WAS  immediately  determined  by  this  opinior>, 

*  The  duty  of  a  v/ife  man  made  an  irrefiltible  im- 
«  prefiion,  and  I  took  the  neceffity  for  granted, 
'  without  examination.  I  accordingly  fet  forward  the 

*  next  morning ;  very  tempeftuous  weather  foon 
'  overtook  me  3  I  had  not  travelled  three  days  before 
'  I  relapfed  into  my  fever,  and  died. 

«  I  WAS  now  as  cruelly  difaopointed  by  Minos,. as 

<  I  had  formerly  been  happily  fo.     I  advanced  with 

<  the  utm.oft  confidence  to  the  gate,  and  really  ima- 
«  crincd  I  fhould  have  been  admitted  by  the  wifdom 

<  of  my  countenance,  even  without  any  queilions 
«  afked  :  but  this  was  not  my  cafe  ;  and,  to  my  great 

<  furorizs,  Minos,  vi^ith  a  menacing  voice,  called  out 

«  to  me You  Mr.  there,  with  the  grave  counte- 

'  nance,  whither  fo  fall:,  pray  ?  Will  you  pleafe, 
«  before  you  move  any  farther  forwards,  to  give  me 

*  a  llioft  account  of  your  tranfaflions  below.  I  then 
«  beo-an,  and  recounted  to  him  my  whole  hiftory,  ftill 
'  expecting,  at  the  end  of  every  period,  that  the  gate 
«  would  be  ordered  to  fly  open  :   but   I  was  obliged 

*  to  go  quite  through  v;ith  ir,  and  then  Minos,  after 

*  feme  little  confideration,  fpoke  to  me  as  follows  : 

*  You,  Mr.  Wifeman  ;  fland  forth,  if  you  pleafe. 
«  Believe  me.  Sir,  a  trip  back  again  to  earth  will  be 
«  one  of  the  wifeft  fteps  you  ever  took,  and  really 
'  more  to  the  honour  of  your  wifdom,  than  any  you 

*  have  hitherto  taken.     On  the  other  fide,  nothing 

*  could 
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'  could  be  fimpkr,  than  to  t-ndeavour  at  Elyfiuin  j 

*  for  who,  but  a  fool,  would  carry  a   commodity, 

*  which  is  of  fuch  infinite  value  in  one  place,  into 

*  another  where  it  is  of  none.     But  without  atteoipt* 

*  ing  to  ofi-end  your  gravity  with   a  jtHy  you   muft 

*  return    to  the  .place  from  whfnce  you  came  :  for 

*  Elyfium  was  never  defigned  for  thofe  who  are  too 

*  wife  to  be  happy. 

^  This   fentence  confounded   me  greatly,    efpe- 

*  cially  as  it  feemed  to  threaten  me  with  carrying  my 
'  wifdom  back  again   to  earth.     I   told  the  judge, 

*  though  he  would  not  adir.it  me  at  the  gate,  I  hop- 
'  ed  I  had  committed  no  crime,    while  alive,  wiiich 

*  m.erited  my  being  wife  any  longer.  Fie  anf>vcred 
'  me,  1  muft  take  my  chance  as  to  that  matter;  and 

*  inmiediately  we  turned  our  backs  to  each  other.' 

CHAP.     XVIT. 

Julian  enlers  into  the  per/on  cf  a  king, 

*  T  WAS  now  born    at  Oviedo   in    Spain.     My 

*  J.  father's  name  was  Veremond,  and  I  was  adopted 

*  by  my  uncle,  king  Alphonfo  the  chafle.     I  don't 

*  recolleft,   in  all   the  pilgrimages  I  have  made  oit 

*  earth,  that  I  ever  paffed  a  more  miferable  infancy 

*  than   nowi  being  under  the  utmofl:  confinement 

*  and  reftraint,  and  furrounded  v/ith  phyficians,  who 
■*  were  ever  dofing  me ;  and  tutors,  who  were  con- 

*  tinually  plaguing  me  with  their  inftruclions  ;   even 

*  thofe  hours  of  leifure,  which  my  inclination  would 
'  have  fpenc  in  play,  v/ere  allotted  to  tedious  pomp 
'  and  ceremony,  which,  at  an  age  wherein  I  had  no 

*  ambition  to  enjoy  the  fervility  of  courtiers,  enflaved 
'  me  more  than  it  could  the  meaneft  of  them.  Hov/- 

*  ever,  as  I  advanced  towards  manhood,  my  condi- 

*  tion  made  me  fome  amiends;  for  the  mofl:  beau- 
^  tiful  women  of  their  own  accord  threw  out  lures 

■  ♦  for 
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*  for  me,  and  I  had  the  happinefs,  which  no  man  in 
'  an  inferior  degree  can  arrive  at,  of  enjoying  the 

*  moft  delicious  creatures,  without  the  previous  and 

*  tirefome  ceremonies  of  courtlLip,  unlefs  with  the 

*  moft  fimple,  young,  and  unexperienced.     As  for 

*  the  court  ladies,   they  regarded  me  rather  as  men 

*  do  the  moft  lovely  of  the  other  fex  ;  and  though 
'  they  outwardly  retained  fome  appearance  of  mo- 
'  defty,  they  in  reality  rather  comidered  themfelves 
'  as  receiving  than  conferring  favours. 

*  Another  happinefs  I  enjoyed,  was  in  conferring 

*  favours  of  another  fort;  for  as  I  was  extremely 

*  good-natured  and  generous,  fo  I  had  daily  oppor- 
'  tunities  of  fatisfying   thofe  pafiions.     Befides  my 

*  own  princely  allowance,  which  was  very  bountiful, 

*  and  with  which  I  did  many   liberal  and  good  ac- 

*  tions,  I  recommended  numberlefs  perfons  of  merit 

*  in  diftrefs  to  the  king's  notice,  moft  of  whom  were 

*  provided  for. 

*  Indeed,  had  I  fufRciently  known  my  bleft  fitua- 

*  tion  at  this  time,  I  fhould  have  grieved  at  nothing 

*  more  than  the  death  of  Alphonfo,  by   which  the 

*  burden  of  government  devolved  upon  me  :   but  fo 

*  blindly  tond  is  ambition,  and  fuch  charms  doth  it 

*  fancy  in  the  power,  and  pomp,  and  fplendor  of  a 
'  crown,  that  though  I  vehemently  loved  that  king, 

*  and  had  the  greateft  obligationsto  him, the  thoughts 

*  of  fucceeding  him  obliterated  my  regret  at  his  lofs, 
<  and  the  wiih  for  miy  approaching  coronation  dried 

*  my  eyes  at  his  funeral. 

*  But  my  fondnefs  for  the  name  of  king,  did  not 

*  make  me  forgetful  of  thofe  over  whom  I   was  to 

*  reign,     I  confidered  them  in  the  light  in  which  a 

*  tender  father  regards  his  children,  as  perfons  whofe 

*  well-being  God   had  intrufted   to  my  care  ;    and 

*  again,  in  that  in  which  a  prudent  lord  refpeds  his 

*  tenants,  as  thofe  on  whofe  wealth  and  grandeur  he 

*  is  to  build  his  own.     Both  thefe  confiderations  in- 

j-  *  fpired 
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*  Ipircd  me  with  tiie  greateft  cnre  for  their  welfare, 

*  and  their  frood  was  my  firft  and  uUimate  concern. 

*  The  ufurper  Mauregas  had  impiouny  obliged 

*  himfelf,  and  his  fucccffors,  to  pay  to  the  Moors 
'  every  year  an  infamous  tribute  of  an  hundred  young 

*  virgins  :  from  this  cruel  and  fcandalous  impofition 

*  I  refolvetl  to  relieve  my  country.     Accordingly, 

*  when  their  emperor  Abderames  the  fecond  had  the 

*  audacioufiiefs  to  make  this  demand  of  me,  initead 

*  of  complying  with  it,  I  ordered  his  ambaffadors  to 
'  be  driven  away  with  all  imaginable  ignominy,  and 

*  would  have  condemned  them  to  death,  could  I 
'  have  done  it  without  a  manifeil   violation  of  the 

*  law  of  nations. 

'  I  NOV/  raifed  an  immenfe  nrmy.   At  the  levying 

*  of  which   I  made   a  fpeech  from  my  throne,  ac- 

*  quainting  my  fuDJecls  with  the  necefilty,  and  the 

*  reafons  of  the  war  in  which  I  was  going  to  engage  : 
'  which  1  convinced  them  I  had  undertaken  for  their 

*  eafe  and    fafety,  and  not  for  fatisfying  any  wanton 

*  ambition,  or  revenging  any  private  pique  of  my 
'  own.  They  all  declared  unanimoufly,  that  they 
'  v/ould  venture  their  lives,  and  every  thing  dear  to 

*  them,  in  my  defence,  and  in  the  fupporc  of  the 

*  honour   of   my    crown.     Accordingly,  my  levies 

*  v/ere  inftantly  complete,  fuiHcienc  numbers  being 

*  only  left  to   till   the  landj  churchmen,  even  bi- 

*  fiiops  themfelves,  enlifting  themfelves  under  my 

*  banners. 

*  The  armies  met  at  Alvelda,  vv^here  we  v/ere  dif- 
^  comfited  with  immenfe  lofs,  and  nothing  but  the 
'  lucky  intervention  of  the  night  could  have  favcd 

*  our  v/hole  army. 

'  I  RETREATED  to  the  fummit  of  a  hill,  where  I 

*  abandoned  myfelf  to  the  highell  agonies  of  grief, 
^  not  fo  much  for  the  danger  in  which  I  then  faw 

*  my    crown,    as    for    the    lofs    of   thofe    miferable 

*  wretches  who  had  expofed  their  lives  at  my  com- 

*  mand.     I   could   not  then  avoid  this  reile,6tioa  ; 

*  That 
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*  That  if  the  deaths  of  thefe  people  in  a  war,  un- 
'  dertaken  abfolutcly  for  their  proteclion,  could  give 

*  me  fiich  concern ;  what  horror  mult  I  have  fch^ 

*  if,  like  princes  greedy  of  dominion,  I  had  facri- 
'  ficed  fuch  numbers  to  my  own  pride,  vanity,  and 

*  ridiculous  lufl:  of  power. 

'  After  having  vented  my  forrows  for  feme 
«  time  in  this  manner,  I  began  to  confider  by  what 
c  means  I  might  polTibly  endeavour  to  retrieve  this 
t  misfortune;  when  refle^Sling  on  the  great  number 

<  of  priefls  I  had  in  my  army,  and  on  the  prodi- 
c  gious  force  of  fuperftiricn,  a  thought  luckily  fug- 
t  gefted  itlelf  to  me,  to  counterfeit  that  St.  James 

<  had  appeared  to  me  in  a  vifion,  and  had  promifed 
c  me  the  vidory.  While  I  was  ruminating  on  this, 
€  the  bifliop   of  Najara  came    opportunely  to  me. 

<  As  I  did  not  intend  to  communicate  the  fecret  to 
«  him,  I  tool^  another  method,  and,  inftead  of  an- 
t  fwering  any  thing  the  bifnop  faid  to  n.e,  I  pre- 

<  tended  to  taik  to  St.  James,  as  if  he  had  been  really 
c  prcfcnt  J  till   at  length,  after  having  fpoke  thofe 

<  things  which  I  thought  fufiicient,  and  thanked  the 

<  Saint  aloud  for  his  promjfe  of  the  vidory,  I  turned 
t  about  to  the  bifhcp,  and  embracing  him  with  a 
«  pleafcd  countenance,  protefbed  I  did  not  knov/  he 
c  Vv-as  prefcnt ;  and  then  informing  him  of  this  fup- 

<  pofed  vifion,  1  aflccd  him,  if  he  had  not  himfelf 
t  leen  the  Saint  ?  He  anfwercd  me,  he  had  ;  and 
«  afterwards  proceeded   to  aflure  me,   that  this  ap- 

<  pearance  of  St.  James  was  entirely  owing  to  his 
t  prayers  j  for  that  he  was  his  tutelar  faint.  He 
c  added,  he  had  a  vifion  of  him  a  few  hours  before, 
e  when  he  promiftd  him  a  victory  over  the  infidels, 

<  and  acquainted  him  at  the  fame  time  of  the  vacan- 
(  cy  of  the  fee  of  Toledo.     Now  this   news  being 

<  really  true,  though  it  had  happened  fo  lately,  that 
el  had  not  heard  of  it  (nor,  indeed,  was  it  well 
t  pofiiblc  I  fhould,  confidcring  the  great  dillancc 
f  of  the   way),  when  I   was  afterwards  acquainted 

*  with 
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*  with  it,  a  little  ftagf^ercd  mc*,  though  far  from  b"f- 

*  ing   luperftitious  j    till    being    informed,    that  the 

*  bilhop  had  lo(l  three  horfes  on  a  late  expedition, 
'  I  was  fatisficd. 

*  The  next  morning,  the  bifhop,  at  my  defire, 
'  mounted    the   rofbrum,   and   trumpeted  forth   this 

*  vifion  fo   effedlually,  wliich    he  fiid    he  had  that 

*  evening  twicefeen  with  his  cv/n  eyes,  that  a  Ipirit 

*  began  to  be  infiifcd  through  the  whole  army,  which 

*  rendered  them  fuperior  to  almo'l  any  force  :  t\\Q 

*  bifhop  infifted,  that  the  lead  doubt  of  fuccefs  v/as 
'  giving  the  lie  to  the  fainr,  and   a   damnable  fin, 

*  and  he  took  upon  him  in  his  name  to  prcJmife  theiii 

*  vi6lory, 

^  The  army  being  drawn  our,  I  foon  experienced 

*  the  effeft  of  enthufiafm,  for  having  contrived  an- 

*  other  *  ftratagem  to  ftrengthen  vvhat  the  bifhop  had 

*  faid,  the  foldiers  fought  more  like  furies  than  men. 

*  My  ftratagem  was  this  :  I  had  about  me  a  dexterous 

*  fellow,     who    had    been    form.erly  a  pimp  in   my 

*  amours.     Him    I  dreffcd   up  in   a  flrange  antick. 

*  drcfs,  with    a   pair  of  white  colours  in   his  right 

*  hand,  a  red  crofs  in  his  left,  and  having  difguifed 

*  him  fo,  that  no  one  could  know  him,  I  placed  him 

*  on  a  white  horfe,  and  ordered  him  to  ride  to  the 

*  head  of  the  army,  and  cry  our.  Follow  St.  James. 

*  Thefe  words  were  reiterated  by  all  the  troops,  who 

*  attacked   the   enemy  w^ith   fuch   intrepidity,    that, 

*  notwithftanding   our    inferiority   of  numbers,    v/e 
*■  foon  obtained  a  complete  viftory. 

'  The  bifhop  was  com.e  up  by  the  time  that  the 

*  enemy  was  routed,  and  acquainting  us,  that  he  had 
'  met  St.  James  by  the  way,  and  that  he   had  in- 

*  formed  him  of  what  had  paffed,  he  added,  that  he 

<  had   exprefs  orders  from  the  Saint,   to  receive  a 

<  confiderable  fum   for   his  ufe,  and   that  a  certain 

•  This  filly  ftory  is  told  as  a  folemn  truth  (i.  e.  that  St.  James 
really  appeared  in  the  manner  this  fellow  is  dercribed)  by  Man- 
ana,  I.  7.  §  78. 

Vol.  IV.  D  d  <  tax 
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'  tax  on  corn  and  wine  fhould  be  fettled  on  his 
'church  for  ever;  and  laftly,  that  a  horfeman'a 
'  pay  Ihould   be  allowed  for  the  future  to  the  Saint 

*  hinifelf,  of  which  he  and  his  fuccellors  were  ap- 
'  pointed  receivers.     The  army  received  thefe  de- 

*  mands  with  fuch  acclamations,  that  I  was  obliged 

*  to  comply  with  them,  as  1  could  by  no  means 
'  difcover  the  impolition,  nor  do  I  believe  I  fhould 

*  have  gained  any  credit  if  I  had. 

*  I  HAD  now  done  with  the  faint,  but  the  bifhop 

*  had  not  j  for  about  a  week  afterwards,  lights  were 

*  feen  in  a  wood  near  where  the  battle  was  fought ; 

*  and  in  a  iTiort  time  afterwards,  they  difcovered  his 

*  tomb  at  the  fame  place.  Upon  this,  the  bifhop 
'  m.ade  me  a  vifit,  and  forced  me  to  go  thither,  to 

*  build  a  church  to  him,  and  largely  endow  it.  In 
'  a  word,  the  good  man  fo  plagued  m.e  with  mi-» 

*  racle  after   miracle,    that  1   was  forced  to   make 

*  intereft  with  the  pope  to  convey  him  to  Toledo, 

*  to  get  rid  of  him. 

*  But  to  proceed  to  other  matters. — There  was 

*  an  inferior  officer,  who  had  behaved  very  bravely 
'  in  the  battle   againft  the  Moors,  and  had  received 

*  feveral  wounds,  who  folicired  me  for  preferment ; 

*  which   I  was  about  to  confer  on  him,  when  one 

*  of  my  minifters  came  to  me  in  a  fright,  and  told 
'  me,  that  he  had  promifed  the  poft  1  defigned  for 

*  this  man  to  the  fon  of  count  Alderedo  j  and  that 

*  the  count,  who  was  a  powerful  perfon,  would  be 

*  greatly  difobliged   at  the  refufal,  as  he  had  fent 

*  for  his  fon  from  fchool  to  take  pofleffion  of  it. 
'  I  was  obliged  to  agree  with  my  minilter's  reafons, 
<  and  at  the  fame  time  recommended  the  wounded 

*  foldier  to  be  preferred  by  him,  which  he  faithfully 

*  promifed  he  would  ;   but  I  met   the  poor  wretch 

*  fince  in  Elyfium,  who  informed  me  he  was  after- 

*  wards  flarved  to  death. 

*  None,  who   hath  not   been  himfelf  a  prince, 

*  nor  any  prince,    till  his  death,  can  conceive  the 

*  impofitions 
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*  imj)oritions  daily  put  on  them  by  their  favourites 
'  and  minifiersj  fo  that  princes  are  often  blained 
»  for  the  faults  of  others.     The  count  of  Saklagne 

*  bad  been  long  confined  in  prifon,  when  his  fon  D. 

*  Bernard  del  Carpio,  who  had  performed  the  great- 

*  cfl  a6lions  againft  the  Moors,  entreated  me,  as  a 
'  reward  for  his  f^rvice,  to  grant  him  his  father's 
'  liberty.     The  old  man's  punifliment  had  been  fo 

*  tedious,  and  the  fervices  of  the  young  one  16 
«  finguiarly  eminent,  that  I  v/as  very  inclinable  to 

*  grant  the  requcftj  but  my  miniflers  (Irongly  op- 
»  pofed  it.  They  told  me,  My  glory  dematided  revenge 
^  for  the  dijhonour  offered  to  my  family  j  that  fo  pofitive 
'  a  demand  carried  with   it  rather  the  air  of  menace 

*  than  entreaty.     That  the  vain  detail  of  his  fervices^ 

*  and  the  recompence  due  to  them^    was    an  injurious 

*  reproach.  That  to  grant  zvhat  had  been  fo  haughtily 
'  demanded^  would  argue  in  the  monarch  both  weaknefs 

*  and  ti?nidity  ;  in  a  wordy  that  to  remit  the  punifloment 

*  infi'cied  by  my  predeccfforSj  would  be  to  condemn  their 
*■  judgment.  Lajily^  one  told  me  in  a  whifper,  his  whole 
*■  family  are  enemies  to  your  hcufe.  By  thefe  means 
'  the  minifters  prevailed.  The  young  lord  took  the 
*-  refufal    fo    ill,  that    he    retired    from   court,    and 

*  abandoned   himfelf  to  defpair,  whilft  the  old  one 

*  languifhed  in  prifon.  By  which  means,  as  I  have 
<  fince  difcovered,  I  loft  the  ufe  of  two  of  my  beft 

*  fubjeiSls. 

•  To  confefs   the   truth,  I  had,   by  means  of  my 

*  minilters,  conceived  a  very  unjuft  opinion  of  my 
'  whole  people,  whom  I  fancied  to  be  daily  confpir- 

*  ing  againft  me,   and  to  entertain  the  moft  difloyal 

*  thoughts  i   when  in  reality  (as  I  have  known  fince 

*  my  death)  they  held  me  in  univerfal  refpecl  and 
'  efteem.  This  is  a  trick,  I  believe,  too  often  played 
'  with  fovereigns,  who,  by  fuch  means,  are  prevented 
'  from  that  open  intercourfe  with  their  fubjedls, 
'  which  as  it  would  greatly  endear  the  perfon  of  the 

*  prince  to  the  people,  fo  might  it  often  prove  dan- 

D  d  2  '  serous 
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'  gerous  to  a  miniderj  who  was  confuking  his  own 
'  interell  only  an  the  expence  of  both.  1  believe  I 
'  have  now  recounted  to  you  the  mod  material  pal- 

*  fages  of  my  life  j  for,  I  aflure  you,  there  are  fome 

*  incidents  in  the  lives  of  kings  not  extremely  worth 
'  relating.     Every  thing  which  pafTes  in  their  minds 

*  and  families,  is  not  attended  with  the  fplendor 
'which   furrounds   their   throne:  indeed,  there  are 

*  fome  hours  wherein  the  naked  king  and  the  naked 

*  cobler  can  fcarce  be  diftinguiflied  from  each  other. 

'  Had  it  not  been,  however,  for  my  ingratitude 
'  to  Bernard  del  Carpio,  I  believe  this  would  have 
'  been  my  laft  pilgrimage  on  earth  :  for,  as  to  the 
'  fbory  of  St.  James,  I  thought  Minos  would  have 
'  burft  his  fides  at  it ;  but  he  was  fo  difpleafed  with 
'  me  on  the  other  account,  that,  with  a  frown,  he 
'  cried  out,  Get  thee  back  again,  king.  Nor  would 
'  he  fufter  me  to  fay  another  word,' 


CHAP.     XVIII. 
Julian  pajjes  into  a  foci. 

*  rx^HE  next  vifit  I  made  to  the  world,  was 
'  X  performed  in  France,  where  I  was  born  in 
'  the  court  of  Lewis  III.  and  had  afterwards  the 
'  honour  to  be  preferred  to  be  fool  to  the  prince, 
'  who  was  furnamed  Charles  the  Simple.     But  in 

*  reality,  I  know  not  whether  I  might  fo  properly 
'  be  faid  to  have  afted  the  fool  in  his  court,  as  to 
'  have  made  fools  of  all  others  in  it.  Certain  it  is, 
'  I  was  very  far  from  being  what  is  generally  un- 
'  derftood  by  that  word,  being  a  moft  cunning,  de- 
'  figning,  arch  knave.     I  knew  very  well  the  folly 

*  of  my   mafter,   and  of  many  others,  and  how  to 

*  make  my  advantage  of  this  knowledge.  I  was  as 
'  dear  to  Charles  the  Simple,   as  the  player  Paris 

*  was 


WORLD  TO  THE  NEXT,  ^^c.      405 

'  was    to    Domician,  and,    like    him,    bellowed  all 

*  manner  of  offices  and  honours  on  whom  I  pleafed. 
'  This  drew  me  a  i2:reac  number  of  followers  among- 

*  the  courtiers,  who  really  miltook  me  for  a  foci, 

*  and   y-'t  flattered  my  underltancling.     There  was 

*  particularly    in    the   court  a  fellow,  who  had  nei- 

*  ther  honour,  honclly,  fenlc,  wit,  courage,  beauty, 
«  nor  indeed  any  one  good  quality,  either  of  mind 

*  or    body,    to   recommend  him  -,    but   was    at    the 

*  fame  time,  perhaps,   as  cunning  a  moniler  as  ever 

*  lived.     This  gentleman  took  it  into  his  head  to 

*  lid  under  my  banner,  and    purllied    me   fo   very 

*  afiiduoully  with  flattery,  conltantly  reminding  me 
'  of  my  good  fenfe,  that  1  grew  immoderately  fond 

*  of  him  J  for  though  flattery  is  not  moft  judicioufly 

*  applied  to  qualities  which  the  perfons  flattered 
'  pofi^efs,  yet  as,  notwithftanding  my  being  well 
*■  aflured  of  my   own   parts,  I  pafled   in  the  wholp 

*  court  for  a  fool,  this  flattery  was  a  very  fweetmor- 

*  fei  to  me.     I  therefore  got  this  fellow  preferred  to 

*  a  bifhoprick,  but  I  loft  my  flatterer  by  iti  for  he 
*^  never  afterwards  faid  a  civil  thins;  to  me. 

*  I  NEVER  baulked  my  imagination  for  the  grofs- 

*  nefs  of  the  rcflediion  on  the  character  of  the  o-reat- 

*  eft  noble,   nay  even  the  king  himfelf  j    of  which 

*  I  will  give  you   a  very  bold  inftance.     One  day, 

*  his  Ample  majefty  told  me,  he  believed  1  had  fo 
'  much  power,  that  his  people  looked  on  me  as  the 

*  king,  and  himfelf  as  my  fool.     At  this  I  pretended 

*  to  be  angry  as  with  an  affront.     Why,   how  now  ? 

*  fays  the  king  j   Are  you  afliamed  of  being  a  king  ? 

*  No,  Sir,  fays  I,   but  I   am  deviliPnly  afliamed  of 

*  my  fool. 

*  Hebert,  earl  of  Verniandois,  had  by  my 
'  means  been  reftored  to  the  favour  of  The  Simple 
'  (for  fo  I  ufc-d  always  to  call  Charles).     He  after- 

*  wards  prevailed  with  the  king  to  take  the  city  of 
^  Arras  from  earl  Baldwin,   by  which  means  Hebert, 

*  in  exchange   for  this  city,  had   Peronne  reftore4 

P  d  3  f  to 
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to  him  by  count  Altmar.  Baldwin  came  to  court, 
in  order  to  procure  the  reftoration  of  his  city  ; 
but,  either  through  pride  or  ignorance,  negleded 
to  apply  to  me.  As  I  met  him  at  court  during  his 
folicitation,  I  told  him,  he  did  not  apply  the  right 
way;  he  anfwered  roughly,  he  Ihould  not  afk  a 
fool's  advice.  I  replied,  I  did  not  wonder  at  his 
prejudice;  fmce  he  had  milcarried  already  by  fol- 
lowing a  fool's  advice  :  but  I  told  him,  there  were 
fools,  who  had  more  intcreli  than  that  he  had 
brought  with  him  to  court.  He  anfwertd  me 
furlily,  he  had  no  fool  with  him,  for  that  he  tra- 
velled alone. —  Ay,  my  lord,  fays  I,  T  often  travel 
alone,  and  yet  they  will  have  it  I  always  carry  a 
fool  with  me.  This  raifed  a  laugh  among  the  by- 
flanders,  on  which  he  gave  me  a  blow.  I  imme- 
diately complained  of  this  ufage  to  The  Simple, 
who  difmified  the  earl  from  court  vs^ith  very  hard 
words,  inftead  of  granting  him  the  favour  he 
folicited. 

*  I  GIVE  you  thefe  rather  as  a  fpeciincn  of  my 
interefl  and  impudence  than  of  my  wit;  indeed 
my  jefts  were  commonly  more  admired  than  they 
ought  to  be  J  for,  perhaps,  I  was  not  in  reality 
much  more  a  wit  than  a  fool.  But  vvith  the  la- 
titude of  unbounded  fcurrility,  it  is  eafy  enough 
to  attain  the  character  of  wit,  efpecially  in  a  court, 
where,  as  all  perfons  hate  and  envy  one  another 
heartily,  and  are  at  the  fame  time  obliged  by  the 
conftrained  behaviour  of  civility  to  profcfs  the 
greateft  liking,  fo  it  is,  and  muit  be  wcnder'^ully 
pleafant  to  them  to  fee  the  follies  of  their  acquaint- 
ance expoied  by  a  third  perfon.  Befides,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  is  as  uniform  as  the  fafliion,  and 
is  always  guided  by  the  will  of  the  prince  or  of  the 
favourite.  I  doubt  not  rh^it  Caligula's  horfe  v/as 
univerfally  held  in  his  court  to  be  a  good  and  able 
conful.  In  the  fame  manner  was  I  univerfally 
'  acknowledged  to  be  the  wittiell  fool  in  the  world. 

*  Every 
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'  Every  word   I  faid  raifcd  laughter,   and  was  held 

*  to  be  a  jell,  efpecially  by  the  ladies;  who  fome- 
'  limes  laughed   before   I   had   difcovcred   my  fcn- 

*  timent,  and  often  repeated  that  as  a  jeft  which  1  did 

*  not  even  intend  as  one. 

«  I  WAS  as  fevere  on  the  ladies  as  on  the  men, 

*  and  wich  the  fame  impunity;  but  this  at  laft  cod 
*■  me  dear:    for  once  having  joked  the  beauty  of  a 

*  lady,  whofe  name  was  Adelaide,  a  favourite  of 
'  The    Simple's ;     llie   pretended  to    fmile  and   be 

*  pleafcd  at  my  v;it  with  the  reft  of  the  company  i 

*  but  in  reality  flie  highly  refentcd  it,  and  endeavour- 

*  ed  to  undermine  mc   with  the  king.     In  which 

*  (he  fo  greatly  fucceeded  (for  what  cannot  a  favour- 

*  ite  woaian  do  vvith  one  who  deferves  the  furname 

*  of  Simple  ?)  that  the  king  grew  every  day  more  re- 
*■  ferved  to  me,  and  when  I  attempted  any  freedom, 
'  gave  me  fuch  marks  of  his  difpleafure;   that  the 

*  courtiers  (who   have    all  hawks  eyes    at  a   flight 

*  from  the  fovereign)  foon  difcerned  it:  and  indeed, 

*  had  I  been  blind  enough  not  to  have  difcovered, 

*  that  I  had  loft  ground  in  the  Simple's  favour,   by 

*  his  own  change  in  his  carriage  towards  me,  I  muft 

*  have  found  it,  nay  even  felt  it,  in  the  behaviour  of 

*  the  courtiers  :    for,   as  my  company  was  two  days 

*  before  folicited  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs,   it  was 

*  now  rejeded  with  as  much  fcorn,'  I  was  now  the 
'  jeft  ot  the  ulhers  and  pages;  and  an  officer  of 
'  the  guards,  on  whom   I  was  a   little  jocofc,  gave 

*  me  a  box  on  the  ear,  bidding  me  make  free  with 
'  my  equals.     This  very  fellow  had   been  my  butt 

*  for  many  years,  without  daring  to   lift  his   hand 

*  againft  me. 
^  But  though  I  vifibly  perceived  the  alteration  in 
the  Simple,  I  was  utterly  unable  to  make  any  guefs 
at  the  occafion.  I  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of 
Adelaide:  for,  befides  her  being  a  very  good-hu- 
moured woman,  I  had  often  made  fcvere  jefts  on 
her  reputation,  which  I  had  all  the  reafon  imagin- 

D  d  4  «  able 
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able  to  believe  had  given  her  no  ofrence.  But  I 
ibon  perceived,  that  a  woman  will  bear  the  nncfi: 
bitter  cenfures  ol^  her  morals,  eafier  than  the  imall- 
elt  relieclion  on  her  beauty;  for  (lie  now  declared 
publicly,  that  I  ought  to  be  difmiiTed  from  court, 
as  the  iiupideft  of  fools,  and  one  in  whom  there 
was  no  diverfion  j  and  that  fiie  wondered  how  any 
perfon  could  have  fo  little  tatle,  as  to  imagine  I 
had  any  v/ir.  This  fpeech  was  echoed  through  the 
drawing-room,  and  agreed  to  by  all  prefent.  Every 
one  nov/  put  on  an  unufual  gravity  on  their  coun- 
tenance whenever  I  fpoke  >  and  it  was  as  much  out 
of  my  power  to  raife  a  laugh,  as  formerly  it  had 
been  for  me  to  open  my  mouih  without  one, 
'  "While  my  affairs  were  in  this  pofture,  I  went 
one  day  into  the  circle,  without  my  fool's  drefs. 
The  Simple,  who  would  ftill  fpeak  to  me,  cried 
out,  *  So  fool,  what's  the  matter  now"  r'  *  Sir,'  an- 
wered  I,  '  fools  are  like  to  be  fo  common  a  ccmi- 
modity  at  court,  that  I  am  weary  of  my  coat.'  '  How 
doft  thou  mean,'  anfwered  the  Simple  ;  *  what  can 
make  them  commoner  now  than  ufual  ?' — '  O  Sir,' 
faid  1,  *  there  are  ladies  here  make  your  majefty  a  fooi 
every  day  of  their  lives.'  The  Simple  took  no  no- 
tice of  my  jeft,  and  feveral  prefent  faid  my  bones 
ought  to  be  broke'for  my  impudence ;  but  it  pleafed 
the  queen,  who  knowing  Adelaide,  whom  fne  hated, 
to  be  the  caufe  of  my  difgrace,  obtained  m.e  of  the 
king,  and  took  me  into  her  fervice  i  fo  that  I  was 
henceforth  called  the  queen's  fool,  and  in  her  court 
received  the  lame  honour,  and  had  as  much  wit  as 
I  had  formerly  had  in  the  king's.  But  as  the  queen 
had  really  no  power  unlefs  over  her  own  domef- 
tics,  I  was  not  treated  in  general  with  that  com- 
placence, nor  did  I  receive  thole  bribes  and  prefents, 
which  had  once  fallen  to  my  fiiare. 
'  Nor  did  tliis  confined  refpccl  continue  long  :  for 
f  the  queen,  who  had  in  facl  no  tafle  for  humour, 
*  fcon  grew  fick  of  my  fockr.v.,  and  forgetting  the 

^  caufs 
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'  caufe  for  which  flie  had  takc-n   me,   negledcd  me 

*  fo  much,   that  her  court  grew  intolerable  to  my 
'  temper,  and  I  broke  my  heart  and  died. 

'  Minos  Laughed  heartily  at  feveral  things  in  my 
'  ftory,  and  then  telling  me.  No  one  played  the  fool 

*  in  Elylium,  bid  mc  go  back  again.* 

CHAP.     XiX. 

Julian  appears  in  the  chara5ler  of  a  beggar. 


IT 


N  O  W  returned   to  Rome,   and  was  born  into 
a  very  poor  and   nu.iierous  family,  which,  to 

*  be   honed  with  you,    procured   its   livelihood   by 

*  begging.  This  if  you  was  never  yourfelf  of  the 
'  calling,  you  do  not  know,  I  luppofe,  to  be  as  re- 
'  gular  a  trade  as  any  orher  j   to  have  its  feveral  rules 

*  and  fecrets,  or  myfleries,  which  to  learn  require 
«  perhaps  as  tedious  an  apprenticefhip  as  thofeof  any 

*  craft  whatever. 

*  The  firfl:  thing  we  are  taught  is  the  countenance 

*  mlferable.  This  indeed  nature  makes  much  eafier 
'  to  fome  than  others  ;  but  there  are  none  who  can- 
'  not  accomplini  it,   if  they  begin  early  enough  in 

*  youth,  and  before  the  mulcles  are  grown  too  ilub- 

*  born. 

'  The  fecond  thing  is,  the  voice  lamentable.  In 
^  this  qualification  too,  nature  muft  have  her  fhare 
'  in   producing  the   moft   confummate    excellence : 

*  however,  ai  t  will  here,  as  in  every  other  inftance, 

*  go    a    great   way    with   induftry  and  application, 

*  even  vvi:hout  the  aiiiftance  of  genius  j   efpecially  if 

*  the  ftudenc  begins  young. 

*  There  are  many  other  inftrucftions  ;  but  thefe 
'  are  the  moft  confiderable.    The  women  are  taught 

*  one  pra6lice  more  than  the  men  j  for  they  are  in- 
*■  ftrufted  in  the  art  of  crying,  that  is,  to  have  their 

*  tears  ready  on  all  occafions  :   blip  this  is  attained 

*  very 
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very  eafily  by  mofl".  Some  indeed  arrive  at  the 
utmoft  perfedion  in  this  art  with  incredible  fa- 
cility. 

'  No  profciTion  requires  a  deeper  infight  into  hu- 
man nature  than  the  beggars.  Their  knowledge 
of  the  paffions  of  men  is  fo  extenfive,  that  I  have 
often  thought,  it  would  be  of  no  little  fervice  to  a 
politician  to  have  his  education  among  them.  Nay, 
J:here  is  a  much  greater  analogy  between  thefe  two 
charaflers  than  is  imagined ;  for  both  concur  in 
their  firft  and  grand  principle,  it  being  equally 
their  bufinefs  to  delude  and  impofe  on  mankind. 
It  muft  be  confefTed,  that  they  differ  widely  in  the 
degree  of  advantage,  which  they  make  by  their 
deceit  j  for,  whereas  the  beggar  is  contented  with 
a  little,  the  politician  leaves  but  a  little  behind. 

<  A  VERY  great  Englifli  philofopher  hath  remark- 
ed our  policy,  in  taking  care  never  to  addrefs  any 
one  with  a  title  inferior  to  what  he  really  claims. 
My  father  was  of  the  fame  opinion  :  for  I  remem- 
ber when  I  was  a  boy,  the  pope  happening  to  pafs 
by,  I  attended  him  with  pray,  Sir  ,  for  God's  fake. 
Sir;  for  the  Lord's  fake,  Sir; — To  which  he  an- 
fwered  gravely.  Sirrah,  firrah,  you  ought  to  be 
whipt  for  taking  the  Lord's  name  in  vain;  and 
in  vain  it  was  indeed,  for  he  gave  me  nothing. 
My  father  overhearing  this,  took  his  advice,  and 
whipt  me  very  feverely.  While  I  was  under  cor- 
redion,  I  promifed  often  never  to  take  the  Lord's 
name  in  vain  any  more.  My  father  then  laid. 
Child,  I  do  not  whip  you  for  taking  his  name  in 
vain :  I  whip  you  for  not  calling  the  pope  his  ho- 
linefs. 

«  If  all  men  were  fo  wife  and  good  to  follow  the 
clergy's  example,  the  nuifance  of  beggars  would 
foon  be  removed.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  been 
above  twice  relieved  by  them  during  my  whole 
ftate  of  beggary.  Once  v/as  by  a  very  well-look- 
ing  man,  who  gave  me  a  fmall  piece  of  filver,  and 

*  de- 
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declared,  he  had  given  me  more  than  he  had  lefc 
himfclf  J  the  other  was  by  a  fpriice  young  .fellow, 
who  had  that  very  day  firft  put  on  his  robes,  whom 
I  attended  with  Pray,  reverend  Sir,  good  reverend 
Sir,  confider  your  cloth.  He  anfwered,  I  do,  child, 
confider  my  office,  and  I  hope  all  of  our  cloth  do 
the  fame.  He  then  threw  down  fome  money,  and 
flruttcd  oif  v/ith  great  dignity. 

*  With  the  women,  I  had  one  general  formu- 
lary :  Sweet  pretty  lady,  God  blefs  your  ladyfhip, 
God  blefs  your  handfome  face.  This  generally 
fucceeded  ;  but  I  obferved,  the  uglier  the  womaa 
was,  the  furer  I  was  of  Ibccefs. 

'  It  was  a  conftant  maxim  among  us,  that  the 
greater  retinue  any  one  travelled  with,  the  lefs  ex- 
pedtation  we  rrAght.  promife  ourfelves  from  them ; 
but  whenever  we  faw  a  vehicle  with  a  fingle,  or  no 
fervant,  we  imagined  our  booty  fure,  and  were 
feldom  deceived. 

*  We  obferved  great  difference  introduced  by 
time  and  circumllance  in  the  fame  perfon  ;  for  in- 
ftance,  a  lofing  gameftcr  is  fometimes  generous; 
but  from  a  winner,  you  will  as  eafily  obtain  his 
foul  as  a  fingle  groat.  A  lawyer  travelling  from 
his  country  feat  to  his  clients  at  Rome,  and  a  phy- 
fician  going  to  vifit  a  patient,  were  always  worth 
afking  j  but  the  /ame  on  their  return  were  (accord- 
ing to  our  cant  phrafe)  untouchable. 

*  The  motl  general,  and  indeed,  the  trueft  max- 
im among  us,  was,  that  thofe  who  poOefTed  the 
leall  were  ahvays  the  readiell  to  give.  The  chief 
art  of  a  beggarman  is  therefore  to  difcern  the  rich 
from  the  poor,  which,  though  it  be  only  diftin- 
guiiliing  fubllance  from  fliadow,  is  by  no  means  at- 
tainable without  a  pretty  good  capacity,  and  a  vaft 
degree  of  attention  :  for  thefe  two  are  eternally 
inauftrious  in  endeavouring  to  counterfeit  each 
orher.  In  this  deceit,  the  poor  man  is  more  heartily 
in  earnell    to   deceive  you   than  the  rich  ;    who, 

*  amidft 
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amidft  all  the  emblems  of  poverty  which  he  puts 
on,  ftill  permits  fome  mark  of  liis  wealth  to  flrike 
the  eye.  Thus,  while  his  apparel  is  not  worth  a 
groatj  his  finger  wears  a  rin^  of  value,  or  his 
pocket  a  gold  watch.  In  a  word,  he  ft-ems  rather 
to  affedt  poverty  to  infult,  than  impofe  on  you. 
Now  the  poor  man,  on  the  contrary,  is  very  fincere 
in  his  defire  of  paffing  for  rich  j  but  the  eagernefs 
of  this  defire  hurries  him  to  overaft  his  part,  and 
he  betrays  himfelf,  as  one  who  is  drunk  by  his 
overa6led  fobriety.  Thus,  inftead  of  being  at- 
tended by  one  fervant  w:r!l  mounted,  he  will  have 
two;  and  not  being  able  to  purchafe  or  maintain  a 
fecond  horfe  of  value,  one  of  his  fervants  at  lead 
is  mounted  on  a  hired  rafcaHion.  He  is  not  con- 
tented to  go  plain  and  neat  in  his  clothes  ;  he 
therefore  claps  on  fome  tawdry  ornament,  and 
what  he  adds  to  the  finencfs  of  his  veftment,  he 
detrafts  from  the  finenefs  of  his  linen.  Without 
defcending  into  more  minute  particulars,  I  believe 
I  m.ay  allert  it  as  an  axiom  of  indubitable  truth, 
that  whoever  flicws  you  he  is  either  in  himfelf,  or 
h:s  equipage,  as  gaw^Iy  as  he  can,  convinces  you 
he  is  more  lb  than  he  can  afford.  Now  whenever 
a  man's  expence  exceeds  his  income,  he  is  indiffer- 
ent in  the  degree;  we  had  therefore  nothing  more 
to  do  with  fuch,  than  to  flatter  them  with  their 
wealth  and  fplendor,  and  were  always  certain  of 
fuccefs. 

*  There  is,  indeed,  one  kind  of  rich  man,  who 
is  commonly  more  liberal,  nam.ely,  where  riches 
farprize  him,  as  it  were,  in  the  midft  of  poverty 
and  diltrefs,  the  confequence  of  which  is,  I  own, 
fometimes  excelTive  avarice  ;  but  oftener  extreme 
prodigality.  I  remember  one  of  thefe,  who  hav- 
ing received  -a  pretty  large  fum  of  money,  gave 
me,  when  I  begged  an  obolus,  a  whole  talent  j  on 
which  his  friend  having  reproved  him,  he  anfwer- 
cd  with  an  oath,  Why  not  ?    Have  I  not  fifty  left  ? 

'  The 


WORLD  TO  THE  NEXT  L^'c.       413 

'  The  life  of  a  beggar,  if  men  effcimated  things 
by  their  real  efTence,  and  not  by  their  outward 
falfe  appearance,  would  be,  perhaps,  a  more  de- 
firable  fituation  than  any  of  thofe,  which  airibition 
perfuades  us  with  fuch  difficulty,  danger,  and  often 
viilany  to  afpire  to.  The  wants  of  a  beggar  are 
commoniy  as  chimerical  as  the  abundance  of  a 
nobleman  ;  for  befides  vanity,  which  a  judicious 
beggar  will  always  apply  to  with  wonderful  effica- 
cy, there  are  in  reality  very  few  natures  fo  harden- 
ed, as  not  to  compalfionate  poverty  and  diftrefs, 
when  the  predominancy  of  foaie  other  paffion 
doth  not  prevent  them. 

*  There  is  one  happincfs  which  attends  mone;y 
got  with  eafe,  namely,  that  it  is  never  hoarded,; 
otherwife,  as  we  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
growing  rich,  that  canker  care  might  prey  upon 
our  quiet,  as  it  doth  on  others  :  but  our  money 
ftock  v.'e  f'pend  as  fait  as  we  acquire  it ;  ufually  at 
lead,  for  I  fpeak  not  without  exception  ;  thus  it 
gives  us  mirth  only,  and  no  trouble.  Indeed,  the 
luxury  of  our  lives  might  introduce  difeafes,  did 
not  our  daily  exercife  prevent  them.  This  givqs 
us  an  appetite  and  reliili  for  our  dainties,  and  at 
the  fame  time  an  antidote  againll  the  evil  effefti, 
which  floth,  united  with  luxury,  induces  on  the 
habit  of  a  human  body.  Our  women  we  enjoy  with 
cxtafies,  at  leaft  equal  to  what  the  greatefi  men 
feel  in  their  embraces.  I  can,  I  am  affured,  fay  of 
myfclf,  that  no  mortal  could  reap  more  perfeft 
happinefs  from  the  tender  paffion,  than  my  for- 
tune had  decreed  me.  I  married  a  chiirmingyou^g 
woman  for  love  ;  ffie  was  the  daughter  of  a  neigh- 
bouring beggar,  who,  with  an  improvidence  too 
often  feen,  fpent  a  very  large  income  which  he 
procured  by  liis  profeffion,  lo  that  he  was  able  to- 
give  her  no  fortune  down  ;  however,  at  his  death, 
he  left  her  a  very  well-accuftoiTied  begging -hiit, 
fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  fteep  hill,  v/Iiere  travellers 

*  could 
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could  nor  immediately-  efcape  from  us,  and  a 
garden  adjoining,  being  the  twenty-eighth  part  of 
an  acre,  well  planted.  She  made  the  bed  of  wives, 
bore  me  nineteen  children,  and  never  failed,  unlefs 
on  her  lying-in,  which  generally  iafted  three  days, 
to  get  my  fupper  ready,  againft  my  return  home  in 
an  evening;  this  being  my  favourite  meal,  and  at 
which  I,  as  well  as  my  whole  family,  greatly  en- 
joyed ourfelves  ;  the  principal  fubjeft  of  our  dif- 
courfe,  being  generally  the  boons  we  had  that  day- 
obtained,  on  which  occafions  laughing  at  the  folly 
of  the  donors  made  no  inconlideraDle  part  of  the 
entertainment;  for  whatever  might  be  their  mo- 
tive for  giving,  we  conftantly  imputed  our  fuccefs 
to  our  having  flattered  their  vanity,  or  overreached 
tiieir  vinderftanding. 

'  But,  perhaps,  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  this 
charad:er;  I  fhall  conclude  therefore  with  telling 
you,  that  after  a  life  of  102  years  continuance, 
during  all  which  I  had  never  known  any  ficknefs 
or  infirmity,  but  that  which  old  age  neccffarily 
induced,  I  at  lafl,  without  the  lealt  pain,  went 
out  like  the  inufFof  a  candle. 
*  Minos  having  heard  my  hiflory,  bid  me  com- 
pute, if  I  could,  how  many  lies  1  had  told  in  my 
life.  As  we  are  here,  by  a  certain  fated  necefiity, 
obliged  to  confine  ourfelves  to  truth,  I  anfwered, 
I  believed  about  50,000,000.  He  then  replied 
with  a  frown,  can  fuch  a  wretch  conceive  any 
hopes  of  entering  Elyfium  ?  I  immediately  turned 
about,  and,  upon  the  whole,  was  rejoiced  at  his 
not  calling  me  back,* 


WORLD  TO  THE  NEXT,    C^c.    4T5 

C  HA  P.    XX. 

Julian  performs  the  part  cf  a  Jlatefman, 

^  TT  was  now  my  fortune  to  be  born  of  a  Gernnan 
'  X    Princefsj   but  a  man-midwife  pulling  my  head 

*  off,  in  delivering  my  mother,  put  a  fpeedy  end  to 
'  my  princely  life. 

'  Spirits,  who  end  their  lives  before  they  are  at 

*  the  age  of  five  years  are  immediately  ordered  into 

*  other  bodies ;  and  it  was  now  my  fortune  to  per- 

*  form  feveral  infancies,  before  I  could  again  entitle 

*  myfelf  to  an  examination  of  Minos. 

*  At  length  I  was  deftined  once  more  to  play  a 
'  confiderable  part  on  the  ftage.   I  was  born  in  Eng- 

*  land,   in  the  rei?n  of  Etheldred  II.     Mv  father's 

*  name  was  Ulnoth.     He  was  earl  or  thane  of  Suf- 

*  fex  :  I  was  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  earl 
'  Goodwin,  and  be2;an  to  make  a  confiderable  figure 
'  in   the  world,   in  the  time  of  Harold  Harefoot, 

*  whom  I  procured  to  be  made  king  of  Weflex,  or 

*  the  Weft  Saxons,    in   prejudice  of  Hardicanute, 

*  whofe  mother  Emma  endeavoured  afterwards  to 

*  fet  another  of  her  ions  on  the  throne :   but  I  cir- 

*  cumvented  her,  and  communicating  her  defign  to 

*  the  king,  at  the  fame  time  acquainted  him  with  a 
'  project  which  I  had  formed  for  the  murdtr  of 
'  thefe  two  young  princes.  Emma  had  fent  for  thefe 

*  her  fons  from  Normandy,   with  the  king's  leave, 

*  whom  ihe  had  deceived  by  her  religious  behaviour, 

*  and  pretended  negleft  of  all  worldly  affairs  j  buc 
'  I  prevailed  with  Harold  to  invite  thefe  princes  to 

*  his  court,   and  put  them  to  death.     The  prudent 

*  mother  fent  only  Alfred,  retaining  Edward  to  her- 

*  felf,  as  fhe  fufpected  my  ill  defigns,  and  thought  I 
'  fhould  not  venture  to  execute  them  on  one  ot  her 

*  fons,  while  fne  fecured  the  others  but  fne  was  de- 

6  *  ceived. 
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ceived,  for  I  had  no  fooner  Alfred  in  my  pofTefTion, 
than  I  caiifed  him  to  be  conduited  to  Ely^  where  I 
ordered  his  eyes  to  be  put  out,  and  afterwards  to 
be  confined  in  a  monaftery. 

'  This  v/as  one  of  thofe  cruel  expedients,  which 
great  men  fatisfy  themfclves  well  in  executing,  by 
concluding  them  to  be  neceffary  to  the  fervice  of 
their  prince,  who  is  the  fupport  of  their  ambition. 

*  Edward,  the  other  fon  of  Einma,  efcaped  again 
to  Normandy  ;  whence,  after  the  death  of  Harold 
and  Hardicanute,  he  made  no  fcruple  of  applying 
to  m.y  proteftion  and  favour,  though  he  had  before 
profecuted  me  with  all  the  vengeance  he  was  able, 
for  the  murder  of  his  brocher  :  but  in  all  great  af- 
fairs, private  relation  muil  yield  to  public  interert:. 
Having  therefore  concluded  very  advantageous 
terms  for  myfelf  with  him,  I  made  no  fcruple  of 
patronizing  his  caufe,  and  foon  placed  him  on  the 
throne.  Nor  did  I  conceive  the  leall  apprehenfion 
from  his  refentmcnt,  as  I  knew  my  power  was  too 
sreat  for  him  to  encounter. 

*  Among  other  ftipulated  conoitions,  one  was  to 
marry  my  daughter  Editha.  This  Edward  con- 
fented  to  with  great  reluctance,  and  1  had  after- 
wards no  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  it ;  for  it  raifed 
her,  who  had  been  my  favourite  child,  to  fuch  an 
opinion  of  greatnefs,  that,  inftead  of  paying  me  the 
ufual  refpeft,  fhe  frequently  threw  in  my  teeth  (as 
often  at  leaftas  I  gave  her  anyadm.onition),  that  fne 
was  now  a  queen,  and  that  the  character  and  title 
of  father  merged  in  that  of  fubjeft.  This  behaviour, 
however,  did  not  cure  me  of  my  affeclion  towards 
her,  nor  leflen  the  uneafinefs  which  I  afterwards 
bore  on  Edward's  difmifung  her  from  his  bed. 
<  One  thing,  which  principally  induced  me  to  la- 
bour the  promotion  of  Edward,  was  the  fimplicity 
or  weaknefs  of  that  prince,  under  whom  I  promifcd 
myfelf  abfolute  dominion,  under  another  name. 

*  Nor 
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Nor  did  this  opinion  deceive  rne  :  for  during  his 
whole  reign,  my  adminiftration  was  in  the  highelt 
degree  delpotic;  I  had  every  thing  of  royalty,  but 
tlie  outward  enfigns  :  No  man  ever  applying  for  a 
place,  or  any  kind  of  preferment,  but  to  me  only. 
A  circumftance,  which  as  it  greatly  enriched  my 
coffers,  io  ic  no  lefs  pampered  my  ambition,  and 
fatisfied  my  vanity  with  a  numerous  attendance; 
and  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  thofe,  who  only 
bowed  to  the  king,  proftrating  themfelves  before 
me. 

*  Edward  the  confeffbr,  or  Sr.  Edward,  as  fome 
have  called  him  in  derifion,  I  fuppofe  being  a  very 
filly  fellow,  had  all  the  faults  incident,  and  almoft 
infeparable  to  fools.  He  married  my  daughter 
Editha,  from  his  fear  of  difobliging  mc  ;  and  af- 
terwards, out  of  hatred  to  me,  refufcd  even  to  con- 
fummate  his  marriage,  though  Ihe  was  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  women  of  her  age.  He  was  likewife 
guilty  of  the  bafeft  ingratitude  to  his  mother  (a 
vice  to  which  fools  are  chiePiy,  if  not  only  liable), 
and  in  return  for  her  endeavours  to  procure  him  a 
throne  in  his  youth,  confined  her  in  a  loathfome 
prifon  in  her  old  age.  This,  it  is  true,  he  did  by 
my  advice :  but  as  to  her  walking  over  nine 
ploughfhares  red-hot,  and  giving  nine  manors, 
when  (he  had  not  one  in  her  poITeflion,  there  is  not 
a  fyllable  of  veracity  in  it. 

<  The  firft  great  perplexity  I  fell  into,  was  on  the 
account  of  my  fon  Swane,  who  had  deflowered 
theabbefs  of  Leon,  fince  called  Leominfter  in  He- 
refordlTiire.  After  this  fa6t,  he  retired  into  Den- 
mark, whence  he  fent  to  me,  to  obtain  his  pardon. 
The  king  at  firll  refufed  it ;  being  moved  thereto, 
as  I  aftewards  found,  by  fome  churchmen,  parti- 
cularly by  one  of  his  chaplains,  whom  I  had  pre- 
vented from  obtaining  a  bifhoprick.  Upon  this, 
my  fon  Swane  invaded  the  coafts  with  feveral  fhips, 
and  committed  many  outrageous  cruelties  -,  which, 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  *  indeed. 
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*  indeed,  did  his  bufinefs,  as  they  ferved  me  to  ap- 

*  ply  to  the  fear  of  this  king,  which  I  had  long  fince 
'  difcovered  to  be  his  predominant  pafi'ion.     And  at 

*  laft,  he  who  had  refufed  pardon  to  his  firfi  offence, 

*  fubmitted  to  give  it  him,  after  he  had  committed 

*  many  other  more  monilrous  crimes;  by  which  his 
*pardon  loft  all  grace  to  the  offended,  and  received 

*  double  cenfure  from  all  others. 

*  The  king  was  greatly  inclined  to  the  Normans, 

*  had  created  a  Norman  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 

*  and  had  heaped  extraordinary  favours  on  him.  I 
'  had  no  other  objection  to  this  man,  than  that  he 

*  rofe  without  my  afliftance  j  a  caufe  of  diflike, 
'  which,  in  the  reign  of  great  and  powerful  favourites, 

*  hath  often  proved  fatal  to  the  perfons  who  have 
'  given  it,  as  the  perfons  thus  raifed,  infpire  us  con- 

*  flantly    with  jealoufies   and   apprehenfions.      For 

*  when  we  promote  any  one  ourfelves,  we  take  efFec- 

*  tual  care  to  preferve  fuch  an  afcendant  over  him, 
«  that  we  can  at  any  time  reduce  him  to  his  former 

*  degree,  fhould  he  dare  to  acl  in  oppofition  to  our 
'  wills ',  for  which  reafon  we  never  fuffcr  any  to  come 

*  near  the  prince,  but  fuch  as  we  are  affured  it  is 
'  impoffible  fhould  be  capable  of  engaging  or  im- 
'  proving  his  affedion  ;  no  prime-minifter,  as  I  ap- 
'  prehend,  efteeming  himfelf  to  be  i'afe,  while  any 

*  other  Ihares  the  ear  of  his  prince,  of  whom  we  are 

*  as  jealous  as  the  fondeft  hufband  can  be  of  his  wife, 

*  Whoever,    therefore,  can   approach    him   by  any 

*  other  channel  than  that  of  ourfelves,  is  in  our  opi- 
<  nion  a  declared  enemy,  and  one  whom  the  firft 
«  principles  of  policy  oblige  us  to  demolilh  with  the 

*  utmoft  expedition.  For  the  affe6lion  of  kings  is  as 

*  precarious  as  that  of  women,  and  the  only  way  to 
'  fecure  either  to  ourfelves,  is  to  keep  all  others  from 

*  them. 

"  *  But  the  archbifliop  did  not  let  matters  reft  on 
'  fufpicion.  He  foon  gave  open  proofs  of  his  intereft 
'  with  the  confelTor,  in  procuring  an  office  of  fome 

*  Importance  for  one  Rollo,  a  Roman  of  mean  ex- 

'  traction. 
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'  traflion,   and  very  defpicable  parts.     When  I  re- 

*  prefented  to  tlie  king  the  indecency  of  conferring 
'  fuch  an  honour  on  luch  a  fellow,  he  anfwcred  me, 
"  That  he  was  the  archbifliop's  relation."  *Tiien,Sir,' 
replied  I,  *  he  is  related  to  your  enemy.  Nothing 
'  more  pafTed  at  that  time  :   but  I  foon  perceived  by 

*  the  archbilhop's  behaviour,  that  the  king  had  ar- 

*  quainted  him  with  our  private  difcourfej  a  fuffi- 
'  cient  afTurance  of  his  confidence  in  him,  and  ne- 

*  gie^ft  of  me. 

*  The  favour  of  princes,  when  once  lofl:,  is  re- 

*  coverable  only  by  the  gaining  a  fituation  which  may 
'  make  you  terrible  to  them.  As  I  had  no  doubt  of 
'  having  loft  all  credit  with  this  king,  which  indeed 
'  had  been  originally  founded  and  conllantly  fup- 
'  ported  by  his  fear,  fo  I  took  the  method  of  terror 

*  to  rej^ain  it. 

'  The  earl  of  Boulogne  coming;  over  to  vifit  the 

*  king,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  breaking  out 
'  into  open  oppofirion  :   for  as  the  carl  was  on   his 

*  return  to  France,  one  of  his  fervants,  who  was  fent 

*  before  to  procure  lodgings  at  Dover,  and  infilled 

*  on  having  them  in  the  houfe  of  a  private  man  in 
'  fpite  of  the  owner's  teeth,  was,  in  a  fray  whicli 
'  enfued,  killed  on  thefpotj  and  the  earl  himfclfar- 

*  riving  there  foon  after,  very  narrowly  efcaped  with 

*  his  life. ., The  earl,  enraged  at  this  affrcnr,  returned 
'  to  the  king  at  Gloucefter,  with  loud  complaints  and 

*  derriands  of  fatisfaftion.  Edv/ard  confented  to  his 
'  demands,  and  ordered  me  to  chadiiiii  the  rioters, 
'  who  were  under  my  government  as  earl  of  Kent: 

*  but  inftead  of  obeying  thefe  orders,  I  anfwered  with 
'  fome  warmth,  that   the  lingliih  were  not  ufed  to 

*  punifn  people  unheard  ;  nor  ought  their  rights  and 
'  privileges  to  be  violated  :   that  the  accufed  ihould 

*  be  firft  fummoned  J   if  guilty,  fhould  make  fatif- 

*  fav5tion  both  with  body  and  eftatej  but  if  innocent, 
'  fnould  be  difcharged.     Adding,  with  great  fero- 

*  city,  that  as  earl  of  Kent  it  v/as  my  duty  to  proce6l 

E  e  2  *  thofc 
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*  thofe  under  my  governmeni:  againft  the  infults  cf 
^  foreigners. 

*  This  accident  was  extremely  Inckvj  as  it  gav3 

*  my  quarrel   with  the  king  a  popular  colour  j  and 

*  fo  ingratiated  me  with  the  people,  that  when  I  let 
'  up  my  ftandardj  which  I  loon  after  did,  they  rea- 

*  dily  and  cheerfully  lifted  under  my  banners,  and 
'  embraced  my  caufe,  which  I  perfuaded  them  was 

*  tlijcir  own  :  for  that  it  was  to  prote6l  them  againft 

*  foreigners  that  I  had  drawn  my  fword.     The  word 

*  foreigners  with  an  Englifhman  hath  a  kind  of  ma- 

*  gical  eftc6l,    they   having  the  utmoft   hatred  and 

*  averfion  to  them,  arifmg  from  the  cruelties  they 

*  fuffered  from  the  Danes,  and  fome  other  foreign 

*  nations.     No  wonder  therefore  they  efpoufed  my 

*  caufe  in  a  quarrel  which  had  fuch  a  beginning. 

*  But  what  may  be  fomewhac  more  remarkable 
«  is,   that  when   I  afterwards  returned  to  England 

*  from  banilhm.ent,  and  was  at  the  head  of  an  army 
'  of  tlie  Flemifh,  who  were  preparing  to  plunder  the 

*  city  of  London,  I  Itill  perfifted  that  I  was  come  to 

*  defend  the  Engliln  from  the  danger  of  foreigners^ 
^  and  gained  their  credit.     Indeed,  there  is  no  lie 

*  fo  grofs  but  it  may  be  impofed  on  the  people  by 

<  thofe   whom   they  efteem  their  patrons   and  de- 

*  fenders. 

'  The  king  faved  his  city  by  being  reconciled  to 
'  me,  and  taking  again  my  daughter  whom  he  had 

*  put  away  from   him  ;  and  thus  having  frightened 
«  the  king  into  what  conceffions  I  thought  proper,  I 

*  difmiftjed  my  army  and  fleet,  with  which  I  intend- 

*  ed,  could  I  not  have  fucceeded  otherwife,  to  have 

*  facked  the  city  of  London,  and  ravaged  the  whole 

<  country. 

*  1  WAS  no  fooner  re-eftablifhed  in  the  king's  fa- 

*  vour,  or,,  what  vt^as  as  well  for  me,  the  appearance 

*  of  it,  than  I  fell  violently  on  the  archbiftiop.     He 

*  had  of  himfelf  retired  to  his  monaftery  in  Norman- 
*■  dyj  but  that  did  not  content  me,    I  had  him  for- 

*  mally 
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•^  mally  banifhed,  the  fee  declared  vacant,  and  then 
<  filled  up  by  another. 

'  I  ENJOYED  my  grandeur  a  very  fhort  time  af- 
'  ter  my  refloration  to  itj  for  the  klnj.^  hating  and 
^  fearing  me  to  a  very  grcfat  degree,   ajid  finding  no 

*  means  of  openly  deftroying  me,  at  laft  effcfled  his 

*  p'jrpofe  by  poifon,  and  then  fpread  abroad  a  ridi- 
^  ciilous  ftory  of  my  vvifhing  the  next  niorfcl  might 
"^  choke  me,  if  I  had  had  any  hand   in  the  death  of 

*  Alfred  J   and,  accordingly,  that   the   next   morfcl, 

*  by  a  divine  judgment,  lluck  in  my  throat,  and 

*  performed  that  office. 

*  This  of  a  ftatefman  was  one  of  my  vvorfl:  fl:ages 

*  in  the  other  world.     It  is  a  poll  lubjecled  daily  to 

*  the  greatefl:  danger  and   inquietude,  and  attended 

*  with  little  .plcafure,  and  lefs  eafe.  In  a  word,  it  is 
^  a  pill,  which,  was  it  not  gilded  over  by  ambition* 

*  would  appear  naufeous  and  deteftable  in  the  eye  of 
'  every  one ;  and  perhaps  that  is  one  reafon  why 
^  Minos  fo  greatly  compaffionates  the  cafe  of  thole 

*  who  fwallov/  it.:  for  that  jufl  judge  told  me,  he  al- 
'  ways  acquitted  a  prirae-minifter,  who  could  pro- 

*  duce  one  fingle  good  a6tion  in  his  whole  life,  let 

*  him  have  committed  ever  fo  many  crimes.  In- 
'  deed,  I  underftood  him  a  little  too  largely,   and 

*  was  llcpping  towards  the  gate:  but  he  pulled  me 

*  by  the  fleeve,  and   telling   me  no  prime-minifter 

*  ever  entered  there,  bid  me  go  back  again  ;  fay- 

*  ing,  he  thought  I  had  fufBcient  reafon  to  rejoice 

*  in  efcaping  the  bottomlefs  pit,  which  half  my 
'  crimes  committed  in   any  other  capacity  would 

*  have  entitled  me  to/ 


I 
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Julian'j  adventures  in  the  poji  of  afaldier, 

WAS  born  at  Caen  in  Normandy.     My  mo- 
ther's name  was  Matilda  i  as  for  my  father,  I 
E  e  2  *  am 
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'  am  not  To  certain  ;   for  the  good  woman  on   her 

*  deu  h  bed  afTured  me,  fhe  herlelf  could  bring  her 
'  guels  to  no  greater  certainty,  than  to  five  of  duke 

*  William's  captains.     When  I  was  no  more  than 

*  thirteen  (being  indeed  a  furprizing  ftout  boy  of  my 
'  age)  I   enlifted  into  the  army  of  duke  William, 

*  afterwards   known    by   the   name  of  William  the 

*  Conqueror;  landed  with  him  at  Pemefey,  or  Peni- 

*  fey  m  SuflTex,  and  was  prefent  at  the  fanious  bat- 

*  tie  of  Haftinf^s. 

'  At  the  firft  onfet,  it  was  impoffible  to  defcribe 

*  my  confternacion,  which  was  heightened  by  the  fall 
'  of  two  foldiers   who   flood  by  me;   but  this  foon 

*  abated,  and  by  degrees,  as  my  blood  grew  warm, 
'  1  thought  no  more  of  my  own  fafety,  but  fell  on 
*■  the  enemy  with  great  fury,  and  did  a  good  deal  of 
'  execution  5  till  unhappily  1  received  a  w^ound  in 
'  my  thigh,  which  rendered  me  unable  to  ftand  any 

*  longer,  fo  that  I  now  lay  among  the  dead,  and  was 
'  conftantly  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  trampled 

*  to  death;  as  well  by  my  fellow- foldiers  as  by  the 

*  enemy.     However,  I  had  the  fortune  to  efcape  it, 

*  and  continued  the  reaiaining  part  of  the  day,  and 
'  the  night  following,  on  the  ground. 

'  The  nexc^morning,  the  duke  fending  out  par- 

*  ties  to  bring  off  the  wounded,   1  was  found  almoft 

*  expiring  with  lofs  of  blood  ;  notwithllanding  which, 

*  as  immediate  care  was  taken  to  drefs  my  wounds, 
'  youth  and  a  robuft  conftitution  flood  my  friends, 

*  and  I  recovered,    after  a  long  and  tedious  indifpo- 

*  fition,  and  was  again  able  to  ufe  my  limbs  and  do 
'  my  duty. 

'  As   foon  as  Dover  was   taken,  I  was  conveyed 

*  thither  with  all  the  reft  of  the  fick  and  wounded. 

*  Mere  I  recovered  of  my  wound  ;  but  fell  afterwards 
'  into  a  violent  flux,  which,  when   it  departed,  left 

*  me  fo  weak,  that  it  v/as  long  before  I  could  regain 
'  my  ftrength.  And  what  moft  afnifted  me  was, 
'  that  during  my  whole  illnefs,  v/hen  I  la'nguiflied 

*  under 
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'  under  want  as  well  as  ficknefs,  I  had  daily  the 

*  mortification  to  fee  and  hear  the  riots  and  excefs 

*  of  my   fellow-foldiers,   who  had  happily  efcaped 

*  fafe  from  the  battle. 

*  I  WAS  no  fooner  well,  than  I  was  ordered  into 

*  garrifon  at  Dover  caftle.     The  officers  here  fared 

*  very   indifferently  j    but    the    private    men   much 

*  woife.  We  had  great  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and, 
'  what  was  yet  more  intolerable,  were  fo  clofely 
'  confined  for  want  of  room  (four  of  us  being  oblig- 
'  ed  to  lie  on  the  fame  bundle  of  flraw)  thac  many 
'  died,  and  moft  fickened. 

'  Here  I  had  remained  about  four  months,  when 
'  one  night  we  were  alarmed  with  the  arrival  of  the 
'  earl  of  Boulogne,  who  had  come  over  privily  frora 
'  France,   and  endeavoured  to  furprize  the  caflle. 

*  The  clefign  proved  inefFeflual  j  for  the  garrifon 
'  making  a  briik  fally,  moft  of  his  men  were  tum- 

*  bled  down  the  precipice,  and  he  returned  with  a 
'  very  few  back  to  France.  In  this  aclion,  however, 
'  1  had  the  misfortune  to  come  off  with  a  broken 
'  arm  j  it  was  fo  fhattered,  that  befides  a  great  deal 
'  of  pain  and  mifery,  which  I  endured  in  my  cure, 
'  I  was  difabled  for  upwards  of  three  months. 

*  Soon  after  my  recovery,  I  had  concraded  an 

*  amour  v^^ith  a  young  woman,  whofe  parents  lived 
'  near  the  garrifon,  and  were  in  much  better  circum- 

*  ftances  than  I  had  reafon  to  expeil  fhould  give 
'  their  confent  to  the  match.     However,  as  The  was 

*  extremely  fond  of  me  (as  I  was  indeed  dillradedlf 
'  enamoured  of  her),  they  were  prevailed  on  ro  com- 

*  ply  with  her  defires,   and  the  day  was  fixed  for  our 

*  marriage. 

'  On  the  evening  preceding,  while  I  was  exulting 

*  with  the  eager  expectation  of  the  happinefs  I  was 
'  the  next  day  to  enjoy,   I  received  orders  to  march 

*  early  in  the  morning  towards  Windfor,  where  a 
'  large  army  was  to  be  formed,  at  the  head  of  v/hich 

*  the  king  intended  to  march  into  the  Weft.     Any 

E  e  4  *  pcrlon 
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'  perfon  who  hath  ever  been  in  love,  may  eafiiy  ima- 
'  gine  wha'r  I  felt  in  my  mind,  on  receiving  thole 
'  orders  ;  and  v/Iiat  dill  heightened  my  torments  was, 
'  that  the  coir.manding  officer  would  not  permit  any 

*  one  to  go  out  of  the  garrifon  that  evening;  fo  that 

*  I  had  not  even  an  opportunity  of  taking  leave  of 
'  my  beloved, 

'  The  morning  came  which  was  to  have  put  me 
'  in  the  pofieffion  of  my  wiflies  ;   but  alas  !  the  fcene 

*  was  now  changed,  and  all  the  hopes  which  I  had 
'  raifed,  were  now  fo  many  ghofts  to  haunt,  and  fu-. 
'  lies  to  torment  me. 

*  It  was  now  the  midft  of  winter,  and  very  fevere 
'  v/eather  for  the  feafcn  ;  when  we  were  obliged  to 
^  make  very  long  and  fatiguing  marches,  in  which  we 

*  fuffered  all  the  inconveniencies  of  cold  and  hunger, 

*  The  night  in  which  I  expected  to  riot  in  the  arms 

*  of  my  beloved  miftrefs,  I  was  obliged  to  take  up 
^  with  a  lodging  on  the  ground,  expofed  to  the  in- 

*  clemencies  of  a  rigid  frofl  j  nor  could  I  obtain  the 
'  leaft  comifort  of  fleep,  which  fbunned  me  as  its  ene- 
^.  my.  In  fhort,  the  horrors  of  that  night  are  not 
<"  to  be  defcribed,  or  perhaps  imagined.  They  made 
'  fuch  an  impreffion  on  my  foul,  that  I  was  forced 
'  to   be  dipped  three  times  in  the  river  Lethe,  to 

*  prevent  my  remembering  it  in  the  charadters  which 

*  I  afterwards  performed  in  the  flelh.' 

Here  I  interrupted  Julian  for  the  firft  time,  and 
rold  him,  no  fuch  dipping  had  happened  to  me  in  my 
voyage  from  one  world  to  the  other  ;  but  he  fatisfied 
me  by  faying,    '  That  this  only  happened  to   thofe 

*  fpirits  which  returned  into  the  flelh,  in  order  to 

*  prevent  that  reminifcence  which  Plato  mentions, 
'  and  which  would  otherwife  caufe  great  confufion 

*  in  the  other  world,' 

He  then  proceeded  as  follows :  '  We  continued  a 

*  very  laborious  march  to  Exeter,  which  we  were 

*  ordered  to  befiege.     The  town  foon  furrendered, 

*  and  his  majefty  built  a  callle  there,  which  he  gar- 

*  rifoned 
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*  rifoned  with  his  Normans,  and  unlinpjjily  I  had 

*  the  misfortune  to  be  one  of  the  number. 

*  Here  we  were  confined  clofer  than  I  had  been 
'  at  Dover;  for,  as  the  citizens  were  extremely  dil- 
'  affefted,  we  were  never  fuffered  to  go  without  the 
'  v/alls  of  the  caflle  j  nor  indeed  could  we,  unlefs  in 
'  large  bodies,  without  the  utmoli  danger.  We  were 

*  likewife  kept  to  continual  duty,  nor  could  any  fo- 
'  licitations  prevail  with  the  commanding  officer  to 

*  give  me  a  month's  abfence  to  vifit  my  love,  from 

*  whom  I  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing  in  ail  my 

*  long  abfence. 

*  However,  in  the  fpring,  the  people  being  more 

*  quiet,  and  another  officer  of  a  gentler  temper  fuc- 

*  ceeding    to    the    principal    command,   I   obtained 

*  leave  to  go  to  Dover  :   but  alas  !  what  comfort  did 

*  my  long  journey  bring  me  ?  I  found  the  parents  of 

*  my  darling  in  the  utmoft  mifery  at  her  lofs  j  for 
'  fne  had  died,  about  a  Vv^eek  before  my  arrival,  of  a 
'  confumption,  which  they  imputed  to  her  pining  at 

*  my  fudden  departure. 

'  I  NOW  fell  into  the  mod  violent  and  almofl  ra- 

*  ving  fit  of  defpair.  I  curfed  myfelf,  the  king,  and 
'  the  whole  world,  which  no  longer  feemed  to  have 
'  any  delight  for  me.  I  threw  myfelf  on  the  grave 
'  of  my  deceafed  love,  and  lay  there  v;ithout  any  kind 

*  of  fuftenance  for  two  whole  days.     At  lafl:  hunger, 

*  together  with  the  perfuafions  of  fome  people  who 
'  took  pity  on  me,  prevailed  with  me  to  quit  that 
'  fituation,  and  refrefh  myfelf  v/ith  food.  They  then 
'  perfuaded  me  to  return  to  my  pofi:,  and  abandon 
'  a  place  where  almoft  every  objecfl  I  faw,  recalled 

*  ideas   to  my  mind,  which,  as  they  faid,  I  (hould 

*  endeavour  with  my  utmoft  force  to  expel  from  it. 

*  This  advice  at  length  fucceeded ;  the  rather,  as 
'  the  father  and  mother  of  my  beloved  refufed  to 

*  fee  me,  looking  on  me  as  the  innocent  but  certain 
i  caufe  of  the  death  of  their  only  child. 

^  The 
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'  The  lofs  of  one  we  tenderly  love,  as  it  is  one  of 

*  the  mofl:  bitter  and  biting  evils  which  attends  hu- 

*  man  life,  fo  it  v/ants  the  lenitive  which  palliates  and 
'  foftens  every  other  calannity ;  I  mean  that  great 
'  reliever,  hope.  No  man  can  be  fo  totally  undone, 
'  but  that  he  mav  ftiil  cherifh  expectation  :  but  this 
'  deprives  us  of  all  fuch  comfort,  nor  can  any  thing 

*  but  time  alone  leiTen  it.  This  however,  in  mod 
'  minds,  is  fure  to  work  a  flow  but  effedual  remedy; 

*  fo  did  it  in  mine  :  for,  within  a  twelvemonth,  I 
'  was   entirely  reconciled  to  my  fortune,   and  foon 

*  after  abfblutely  forgot  the  objed:  of  a  pafTion  from 

*  which  I  had  promifcd  myfelf  fuch  extreme  happi- 
'  nef"s,  and  in  the  difappointment  of  which  I  had  ex- 
'  pericnced  luch  inconceivable  mifery. 

*  At  the  expiration  of  the  month,  I  returned  to 
'  my  garrifon  at  Exeter ;   where  i  was  no  Iboner  ar- 

*  rived,  than  I  was  ordered  to  march  into  the  north, 

*  CO  oppofe  a  force  there  levied  by  the  earls  of  Chefter 
'  and  Northumberland.  We  came  to  York,  where 
'  his  majedy  pardoned  the  heads  of  the  rebels,  and 
*,very  fevercly  puniihed  lome  who  were  lefs  guilty. 
'  It  was  particularly  my  lot  to  be  ordered  to  feize  a 
*•  poor  man,  v/ho  had  never  been  out  of  his  houfe, 
'  and  convey  him  tu  prifbn.  I  detefled  this  barbarity, 
*■  yet  was  obliged  to  execute  it  j  nay,  though  no  re- 
'  ward  would  have   bribed  me  in  a  private  capacity 

*  to  have  a6led  fuch  a  part,  yet  fo  much  fandity  is 

*  there  in  the  commands  of  a  monarch,  or  general, 

*  to  a  foldier,  that  I  performed  it  without  reluftance, 
'  nor  had  the  tears  of  his  wife  and  family  any  pre- 

*  valence  with  me. 

*  But  this,  which  was  a  very  fm.all  piece  of  mif- 
'  chief  in  compariion  with  many  of  my  barbarities 
'  afterwards,  was  however  the  only  one  which  ever 
'  gave  me  any  uneafinefs  ;  for  when  the  king  led  us 
'  afterward  into  Northumberland  to  revenge  thofe 
'  people's  having  joined  with  Ofbornc  the  Dane  in 

*  his  invafion,  and  orders  were  given  us  to  commie 

*  what 
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*  what  ravages  we  could,  I  was  forward  in  fulfilling 

*  them,  and  among  fome  lelTer  cruelties  (I  remem- 
'  ber  it  yet  with  forrow)   I  ravifiied  a  woman,  mur- 

*  dered  a  little  infant  playing  in  her  lap,   and  then 

*  burnt  her  houfe.     In  ihort,  for  I  have  no  pleafure 

*  in  this  part  of  my  relation,  I  had  my  fhare  in  all 
*■  the   cruelties  exercifed  on  thol'<;    poor    wretches  -, 

*  which  were  fo  grievous,  that  for  fixty  miles  toge- 
'  ther,    between   York   and   Durham,  not  a    fingle 

*  houfe,  church,  or  any  oiher  public  or  private  edi- 
'  fice  was  left  (landing. 

'  We  had  pretty  well  devoured  the  country,  when 
'  we  were  ordered  to  march  to  the  lile  of  Ely,  to  op- 
'  pofe  Hereward,  a  bold  and  llout  foklier,  who  had 

*  under  him  a   very  large  body  of  rebels,  who  had 

*  the  impudence  to  rife  againit  their  king  and  con- 
'  queror  (I  talk  now  in  the  fame  (tyle  I  did  then)  in 
'  defence  of  their  liberties,  as  they  called  them. 
'  Thefe   were    foon   fubdued  j    bur   as  I  happened 

*  (more  to  my  glory  than  my  comfort)  to  be  polled 

*  in  that  part  throL7gh  which  Hereward  cut  his  way, 

*  I  received  a  dreadful  cut  on  the  forehead,  a  fecond 
'  on  the  fhoulder,  and  v/as  run  through  the  body 
'  with  a  pike. 

'  I  LANGUISHED  2.  long  time  with  thefe  wounds, 
'  which  made  me  incapable  of  attending  the  king 
'  into  Scotland.  However,  I  was  able  to  go  over 
«  with  him  afterwards  into  Normandy,   in  his  expe- 

*  dition  againit  Philip,  who  had  taken  the  opportu- 
'  nity  of  the  troubles  in  England,  to  invade  that  pro- 
'  vince.  Thofe  few  Normans  who  had  furvived  their 
'  wounds,  and  had  remained  in  the  IQe  of  Ely,  were 
'  ail  of  our  nation  who  v/enr,  the  reft  of  his  army  be- 
'  ing  all  compofed  of  Englifli.  In  a  fkirmifh  near 
'  the  town  of  Mans,  my  leg  was  broke,  and  fo  Ihat- 

*  teredj  that  it  was  forced  to  be  cut  oif. 

*  1  WAS  now  difabled  from  ferving  longer  in  the 
'  army  ;  and  accordingly,  being  difcharged  from  the 
'  Icrvice,  I  retired  to  the  place  of  my  nativity,  where, 

'  in 
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'  in  extreme  poverty,  and  frequent  bad  health  from 
'  the  many  wounds  I  had  received,  I  dragged  on  a 

*  miferable  life  to  the  age  of  fixty- three;  my  only 
•^  pleafure  being  to  recount  the  feats  of  my  youth, 
'  in  which  narratives  I  generally  exceeded  the  truth, 

'  It  would   be  tedious  and  unpleafant  to  recount 

*  to  you  the  feveral  miferies  I  fuffered  after  my  re- 

*  turn  to  Caen  ;  let  it  fuffice,  they  were  fo  terrible, 

*  that  they  induced  Minos  to  companionate  me,  and 

*  nctwithilanding  the  barbarities  1  had  been  guilty 
'of  in  Northumberland,  to  fufFer  me  to  goonce 
'  more  back  to  earth,* 

CHAP.     XXII. 

TVhat  happened  to  Julian  in  the  per f on  of  a  tailor, 

jT'ORTUNE  now  Rationed  me  in  a  charac- 
[/     ter,  which  the  ingratitude  of  mankind  hath 

*  put  them  on  ridiculing,  though  they  owe  to  it  not 
'  only  a  relief  from  the  inclemencies  of  cold,  to 
'  which  they  would  otherwife  be  expofed,  but  like- 
'  wife  a  confiderable  fatisfaction  of  their  vanity.  The 
'  charader  I  mean  was  that  of  a  tailor  j  which,  if  we 

*  confidered  it  with  due  attention,  muft  be  confeiTed 
'  to  have  in  it  great  dignity  and  importance.     For  in 

*  reality,  who  conftitutes  the  different  degrees  be- 
'  tween  men  but  the  tailor?  the  prince  indeed  gives 
'  the  title,  but  it  is  the  tailor  who  makes  the  man. 

*  To  his  labours  are  owing  the  refpefb  of  crowds, 
•^  and  the  awe  which  great  men  infpire  into  their  be- 
"  holders,  though  thefe  are  too  often  unjudly  attri- 

*  buted   to  other  motives.     Laftly,  the  admiration 

*  of  the  fair  is  mod  commonly  to  be  placed  to  his 
'  account. 

'  I  WAS  jufl  {^t  up  in  my  trade,  when  I  made  three 
'  fuits  of  fine  clothes  for  king  Stephen's  coronation. 
•=  I  queflion  v/hether  the  perfon  who  wears  the  rich 

*  coat,  hath  fo  much  pleafure  and  vanity  in   being 

*  admired 
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*  admired  in  it,  as  we  tailors  have  from  that  admi- 

*  r*ition  ;  and  perhaps  a  philofopher  would  fay,   he 

*  is  not  fo  well  entitled   to  it.     I  bullied  on  the  day 

*  of  the  ceremony  through  the  crowd,  and  it  was  with 

*  incredible  delight,  I  heard  feveral  fay,  as  my  clothes 

*  walked  by,  blefs  me,  was  ever  any  thing  fo  fine 
'  as  the  earl  of  Devonfliire  !  Sure  he  and  Sir  Hugh 
'  Bigot  are  the  tw^o  befl:  drefied  men  I  ever  faw.  Now 
'  both  thofe  fuirs  Vv'ere  of  my  making. 

*  There  would  indeed  be  infinite  pleafure  in  work- 

*  ing  for  the  coui  tiers,  as  they  are  generally  genteel 

*  men,  and  fhew  one's  clothes  to  the  beil  advantage, 

*  was  it  not  for  one  fmall  difcouragement  j  this  is, 

*  that  they  never  pay.  I  folem.nly  proceli,  though  I 
<  loft  almoft  as  much    by  the  court  in  my  life  as  I 

*  got  by  the  city,  I  never  carried  a  fuit  into  the  lat- 

*  ter  with  half  the  fatisfaftion  which  I  have  done  to 

*  the   former;  though  from  that  I  was  certain  of 

*  ready  money,  and  from  this  almoll  as  certain  of 

*  no  money  at  all. 

*  Courtiers  may,  however,  be  divided  Into  two 
'  forts,  very  effentially  different  from  each  other  j 

*  into  thofe  who  never  intend  to  pay  for  their  clothes; 

*  and  thofe  who  do  intend   to  pay  for  them,  but 

*  never  happen  to  be  able.  Of  the  latter  fort,  are 
'  many  of  thofe  young  gentlemen  Vv'hom  we  equip 

*  out  for  the  army,  and  who  are,  unhappily  for  us, 
'  cut  off  before  they  arrive   at  preferment.     This 

*  is  the  reafon  that  tailors  in  time  of  war  are  mif- 

*  taken  for  politicians,  by  their  inquifitivenefs  into 

*  the  event  of  battles,  one  campaign  very  often 
'  proving  the  ruin  of  half  a  dozen  of  us.  I  am  fure 
«  I  had  frequent  reafon  to  curfe  that  fatal  battle  of 

*  Cardigan,  where  the  Welfh  defeated  fome  of  King 

*  Stephen's  bell  troops,  and  where  many  a  good  fuic 

*  of  mine,  unpaid  for,  fell  to  the  ground. 

'The  gentlemen  of  this  honourable  calling  have 
^  fared  much  better  in  later  ages  than  when  I  was  of 
'  it:  for  now  it  Teems  the  fafhion  is,  when  they  ap- 

*  prehend 
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<  prehend  their  cudomer  is  not  in  the  bed:  circum- 
'  ftances,  if  they  are  not  paid  as  foon  as  they  carry 

<  home  the  fuit,  they  charge  him  in  their  book  as 

<  much  again  as  it  is  worth,  and  then  fend  a  gentle- 

*  man  with  a  fmall  fcrip  of  parchment  to  demand  the 

*  money.     If  this  be  not  immediately  paid,  the  gen- 

*  tleman    takes   the   beau    with  him   to    his  houfe, 

*  where  he  locks  him  up  till  the  tailor  is  contented  : 

*  but   in  my  time,   thefe  I'crips  of  parchment  were 

<  not  in  ufe  ;  and  if  the  beau  difliked  paying  for  his 
«  clothes,    as    very    often    happened,     we    had    no 

*  miethcd  of  compelling  him. 

<  In  feveral  of  the  chara6lers  which  I  have  related 

*  to  you,  I  apprehend,  I  have  fometimes  forgot  my- 
'  felf,  and  confidered  myfelf  as  really  interefted,  as 

<  I  was  when  1  perfonated  them  on  earth,  I  have  juft 

<  now  caught  myfelf  in  the  faftj  for  1  have  com- 

*  plained  to  you  as  bitterly  of  my  cuftomers  as  I  for- 

*  merly  ufed   to  do  when  I  was  the  tailor  :   but  in 

<  reality,  though   there  were  fome  few  perfons  of 

*  very  great  quality,  and  fome  others,  who  never  paid 

*  their  debts  j  yet  ihofe  were  but  a  few,  and  I  had  a 
'  method  of  repairing  this  lofs.  My  cufiomers  I  di- 
«  vided  under  three  heads:  thofe  who  paid  ready mo- 

*  ney,  thofe  who  paid  flow,  and  thofe  who  never  paid 
«  at  all.     The  firft  of  thefe,  1  confidered  apart  by 

*  themfelves,  as  perfons  by  whom  I  get  a  certain  but 

<  fmall   profit.     Tlie   two  lad  I  lumped    together, 

*  making  thofe  who  paid  flow,  contribute  to  repair 

*  my  lofles  by  thofe  who  did  not  pay  at  all.     Thus, 

<  upon  the  whole,  I  was  a  very  inconfiderable  lofer, 

*  and  might  have  left  a  fortune  to  my  family,  had  I 

*  not  launched  forth  into  expences  which  fwallowed 

<  up  all  my  gains.     I  had  a  wife,  and  two  children. 

*  Thefe  indeed  1  kept  frugally  enough  j  fori  half 
'  fl;arved  them  :  but  I  kept  a  miftrefs  in  a  finer  way, 
«  for  whom  I  had  a  country  houfe,   pleafantly  fitu- 

*  ated  on  the  Thames,  elegantly  fitted  up  and  neat- 
«  iy  furniflied.  I'his  woman  might  very  properly  be 

'  called 
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*  called  mv  miftrcfs ;  for  fhe  was  mod  ablbliitely  fo  j 

*  and  though  her  tenure  was  no  higher  than  by  my 

*  will,  fhe  domineered  as  tyrannically,  as  if  mychains 

*  had  been  rivetted  in  the  ftrongeft  manner.  To  all 
'  this  I  fubmitted,  not  through  any  adoration  of  her 

*  beauty,  which  was  indeed   but  indifferent.     Her 

*  charms  confifled  in  little  wantonnefies,  which  fhe 
'  knew  admirably  well  to  ufe  in  hours  of  dalliance, 
«  and  which,  1  believe,  are  of  all  things  the  moll  de- 

*  lightful  to  a  lover. 

*  She  was  fo  profufely  cxtrav-Tgant,  that  it  Teemed 
'  as  if  flie  had  an  actual  intent  to  ruin  me.     This  I 

*  am  fure  of,  if  fuch  had  been  her  real  intention,  Ihe 
'  could  have  taken  no  properer  way  to  accomplifh  it; 
'  nay,  1  myfelf  might  appear  to  have  had  the  fame 
'  view:  for  befides  this  extravagant  miftrefs,  and 
<  my  country-houfe,  I  kept  likewife  a  brace  of  hun- 
'  ters,  rather  for  that  it  was  falhionable  fo  to  do, 
'  than  for  any  great  delight  I  took  in  the  fport, 
'  which  I  very  little  attended  j  not  for  want  of  lei- 

*  fure,  for  few  noblemen  had  fo  much.  Ail  the 
«  work  I  ever  did  was  taking  meafure,  and  that  only 

*  of  my  greateft  and  befi:  cuftomers.  I  fcarce  ever 
'  cut  a  piece  of  cloth   in  my  life,   nor  was  indeed 

*  much  more  able  to  fafhion  a  coat  than  any  gentle- 
'  man  in  the  kingdom.  This  made  a  fl<ilful  fervant 
'  too  neceiiary  to  me.      He  knew  I  mull  fubmit  to 

*  any  terms  with,  or  any  treatment  from,  him.     Fie 

*  knew  it  was  eafier  for  him  to  Hnd  another  fuch  a 

*  taylor  as  me,  than  for  me  to  procure  fuch  another 

*  workman  as  Iiim  :  for  this  reafon,  he  exerted  the 

*  mofl:  notorious  and  cruel  tyranny,  feldom  giving 

*  me  a  civil  word  :  nor  could  the  utmoll  condefcen- 
'^  fion  on  my  fide,  though  attended  with  continual 
'  prefents  and  rewards,  and  raifing  his  wages,  con- 
'  tent  or  pleafe  him.    In  a  word,  he  was  as  abfolutely 

*  my  mafter,  as  was  ever  an  ambitious,  induftrious 
^  prime  minider  over  an  indolent  and  voluptuous 

*  king.  All  my  other  journeymen  paid  more  refpect 

6  *  to 
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*  him  tiian  to  me  j    for  they  confidered  my  favour 

*  as  a  necelKiry  confequence  of  obtaining  his. 

*  These  were  the  moft  remarkable  occurrences 

*  while  I  a(rted  this  part.       Minos  hefitated  a  few 
'  moments,  and  then  bid  me  get  back  again,  with- 

*  out  alliirninf^  any  reafon.' 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

^'he  life  of  Alder ?nan  Juliam 

NOW  revifited  England,  and  was  born  at 
London.  My  father  was  one  of  the  magiftrates 
of  that  city.  He  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
I  was  the  eldell.  He  had  great  fuccefs  in  trade, 
and  grew  extremely  rich,  bur  the  largenefs  of  his 
family  rendered  it  impoflible  for  him  to  leave  me  a 
fortune  fufficient  to  live  well  on,  independent  of 
bufinefs.  I  was  accordingly  brought  up  to  be  a 
fiflimonger  :  in  which  capacity  I  myfelf  afterwards 
acquired  very  confiderablc  wealth. 
«  The  fame  difpofition  of  mind  which  in  princes 
is  called  ambition,  is  in  fubjefts  named  fadlion. 
To  this  temper  I  was  greatly  addi(fbed  from  my 
youth.  I  was,  while  a  boy,  a  great  partizan  of 
prince  John's  againft  his  brother  Richard,  during 
the  latter's  abfence  in  the  holy  war,  and  in  his  cap- 
tivity. I  was  no  more  than  one-and-twenty,  when 
I  firtl  began  to  make  political  fpeeches  in  public, 
and  to  endeavour  to  foment  difquietude  and  dif- 
content  in  the  city.  As  I  v/as  pretty  well  qualified 
for  this  office,  by  a  great  fluency  of  words,  an  har- 
monious accent,  a  graceful  delivery,  and  above  all 
an  invincible  aiTurance,  I  had  foon  acquired  fome 
reputation  among  the  younger  citizens,  and  fom.e 
of  the  weaker  and  more  inconfiderate  of  a  riper 
age.  This  co-operating  with  my  own  natural 
vanity,  made  me  extravagantly  proud  and  fuper- 
c  '  cilious. 
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^  cillous.     I  foon  began  to  efteem  myfclf  a  man  of 

*  feme  confequence,  and  to  overlook  perfons  every 

*  v/ay  my  fuperiors. 

'  The  fiimoLis  Robin  Hood,  and  his  companion 
*■  Little  John,  at  this  tim.e  made  a  confiderable  figure 

*  in  Yorkfliire.     I   took  upon  me  to  write  a  letter 

*  to  the  former,  in  the  name  of  the  city,  inviting 

*  him  to  come  to  London,  where  I  afTured  him  of 
'  very  good   reception,   fignifying  to  him  my  own 

*  great  weight  aiid  confequence,  and  how  much  I 
'  had  difpolcd  the  citizens  in  his  favour.     Whether 

*  he  received  this  letter  or  no,  I  am  not  certain  ;  but 
'  he  never  gave  me  any  anfvver  to  it. 

'  A  LITTLE  afterwards  one  William  Fitz-O/born, 
^  or,  as  he  was  nicknamed,  William  Long-Beard, 
'  began  to  make  a  figure  in  the  city.   He  was  a  bold 

*  and  an  impudent  fellow,  and  had  raifed  himfelf  to 
^  great  popularity  with  the  rabble,  by  pretending  to 
'  efpoule  their  caufe  againft  the  rich.     I  took  this 

*  man's  part,  and  made  a  public  oration  in  his  fa- 

*  vour,  letting  him  forth  as  a  patriot,  and  one  who 

*  had  embarked  in  the  caufe  of  liberty:  for  which 

*  fervice  he  did  not  receive  me  with  the  acknowledg- 

*  ments  I  expefted.  However,  as  I  thought  I  fhould 

*  eafily  gain  the  afcendant  over  this  fellow,  I  con- 

*  tinued  Hill  firm  on  his  fide,  till  the  archbifiiop  of 
«  Canterbury,  with  an  araied  force,  put  an  end  to 
«  his  progrefs  s  for  he  was  feized  in  Bow-church, 
f  where  he  had  taken  refuge,  and  with  nine  of  his 

*  accomplices  hanged  in  chains. 

'  I  ESCAPED  narrowly  myfelf ;   for  I  was  feized  in 

*  the  fame  church  with  the  reft,  and  as  I  had  been 

*  very  confiderably  engaged  in  the  enterprize,  the 
'  archbifiiop  was  inclined  to  make  me  an  example  ; 

*  but  my  father's  merit,  who  had  advanced  a  con- 
'  fiderable  fum  to  queen  Eleanor,  towards  the  king's 
'  ranfcm,  preferved  me. 

*  The  confternation  my  danger  had  occafioned, 

*  kept  me  fome  time  quiet,  and  I  applied  myfelf 
Vol.  IV.  F  f  «  very 
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very  afiidiioufly  to  my  trade.  I  invented  all  man- 
ner of  methods  to  enhance  the  price  of  fifh,  and 
made  ufe  of  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  engrofs  as 
much  of  the  bufinefs  as  pofTibe  in  my  own  hands. 
By  thefe  means  1  acquired  a  fubftance,  which  raifed 
me  to  fome  little  confequence  in  the  city  j  but  far 
from  elevating  me  to  that  degree,  which  I  had  for- 
merly flattered  myfelf  with  poflefling,  at  a  time 
when  I  was  totally  infignificant  j  for  in  a  trading 
fociety,  money  muft  at  leaft  lay  the  foundation  of 
all  power  and  intereft. 

*  But  as  it  hath  been  remarked,  that  the  fame 
ambition  which  fent  Alexander  into  Afia,  brines 
the  wreftler  on  the  green  j  and  as  this  fame  am- 
bition is  as  incapable  as  quickfilver  of  lying  ftill  > 
fo  I,  who  was  poflcfTed,  perhaps,  of  a:  fhare  equal 
to  what  hath  fired  the  blood  of  any  of  the  heroes 
of  antiquity,  was  no  lefs  reftlefs,  and  difcontented 
with  eafe  and  quiet.  My  firfl:  endeavours  were 
to  make  myfelf  head  of  my  company,  which  Ri- 
chard I.  had  jult  publiflied,  and  foon  afterwards  i 
procured  myfelf  to  be  chofen  alderman. 

*  Opposition  is  the  only  flate  which  can  give  a 
fubjedl  an  opportunity  of  exerting  the  difpofition  I 
was  pofTcfred  of.  Accordingly  king  John  was  no 
fooner  feated  on  his  throne,  than  I  began  to  oppofe 
his  meafures,  whether  right  or  wrong.  It  is  true 
that  monarch  had  faults  enow.  He  was  fo  aban- 
doned to  lull  and  luxury,  that  he  additfted  himfelf 
to  the  mod;  e>:tr?ivagant  exceffes  in  both,  wiiile  he 
indolently  fuffered  the  king  of  France  to  rob  him 
of  almoft  all  his  foreign  dominions:  my  oppofi- 
tion  therefore  was  juftifiable  enough,  and  if  my 
motive  from  within  had  been  as  good  as  the  oc- 
cafion  from  without,  I  fhould  have  had  little  to  ex- 
cufe  :  but  in  truth,  I  fought  nothing  but  my  own 
preferment,  by  making  myfelf  formidable  to  the" 
king,  and  then  felling  to  him  the  intereft  of  that 
party,  by  v/hofe  fheans  I  had  become  fo.     Indeed,, 
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'  had  the  public  good  been  my  care,  however  zea- 

*  louHy  I  might  have  oppofed  the  beginning  of  his 
'  reign,   I  fliould  not  have  fcnipled  to  lend  him  my 

*  utmofl  afliftance  in  the  ftriiggle  between  him  and 
'  pope  Innocent  the  third,  in  which  he  was  fo  mani- 
^  fefily  in  the  right;  nor  have  ruffered  the  infolence 
'  of  that  pope,  and  the  power  of  the  king  of  France, 

*  to  have  compelled  him  in  the  ilTiic  bafely  to  refign 
'  his  crown  into  the  hands  of  the  former,  and  receive 
'   it  again  as  a  vafial  j  by  means  of  v.-hich  acknow- 

*  ledgment  the  pope  afterwards  claimed  this  king- 
^  dom  as  a  tributary  fief  to  be  held  of  the  papal 

*  chair.     A  claim  which  occafioned  great  uneafinefs 

*  to  many  fubfequent  princes,  and  brought  number- 

*  lefs  calamities  on  the  nation. 

*  As  the  king  had,  among  other  concefllons,  ftipu- 
'  lated  ro  pav  an  immediate  fum  of  money  to  Pan- 

*  dulph,  which  he  had  great  difficulty  to  raife,  it  was 
'  abfolutely  necelTary  for  him  to  apply  to  the  city, 
•^  where  my  intcreft  and  popularity  were  fo  high, 

*  that  he  had  no  hopes  without  my  afTifiance,  As 
•^  I  knew  this,  I  took  care  to  fell  myfelf  and  country 
'  as  high  as  poffible.  The  terms  I  demanded,  there- 
^  fore,   were  a  place,   a  penfion,  and  a  knighthood. 

*  All  thofe  were  immediately  confented  to.  I  was 
'  forthwith  knighted,  and  promifcd  the  other  two. 

'  I  NOW  mounted  the  huftings,  and  without  any 
'  regard  to  decency  or  modefiy,  made  as  empha- 
^  tical  a  fpeech  in  favour  of  the  king,  as  before  I 

*  had  done  againd  him.     In  this  fpeech  I  juflificd 

*  ail  thofe  meafures  which  I  had  before  condemned, 
'  and   pleaded  as  earneftly  with  my  fellow  citizens 

*  to  open  their  purfes,    as  I  had  formerly  done  to 

*  prevail  with  them  to  keep  them  ihuc.     But,  alas  1' 

*  my  rhetoric  had  not  the  efFe<5t  I  propofed.     The 

*  confequence  of  my  arguments  was  only  contempt 
'  to  myfelf.     The  people  at  firft  flared  on  one  an- 

*  other,  and  afterwards  began  unanimouOy  to  exprefs 
^  their  diHike.      An  impudent  fellow  among  them 

F  f  2  '  retiecling 


m6    a  journey  from  this 

'  reflecting  on  my  trade,  cryed  out.  Stinking  Filh  5 

*  which  was  imnnediately  reiterated  through  the 
'  whole  crowd.  I  was  then  forced  to  (link  away 
f  home ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  accomplifli  my  re- 

*  treat  without  being  attended  by  the  mob,    who 

*  huzza'd  me  along  the  itreet  with  the  repeated  cries 
'  of  Stinking  FiOi. 

*  I  NOW  proceeded  to  court,  to  inform  his  majefty 

*  of  my  faithful  fervice,  and  how  much  I  had  fuffered 
'  in   his  caufe.     I  found  by  my  firft  reception,    he 

*  had  already  heard  of  my  fuccefs.   Inftead  of  thank- 

*  ing  me  for  my  fpeech,  he  faid,  the  city  (hould  re- 
*■  pent  of  their  obftinacy  j   for  that  he  would  fhew 

*  them  who  he  was  :  and  fo  faying,  he  immediately 
^  turned  that  part  to  me,  to  which  the  toe  of  man 

*  hath.fo  wonderful  an  affeflion,  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
<  cult,  whenever  it  prefents  itfelf  conveniently,  to 

*  keep  our  toes  from  the  mod  violent  and  ardent  fa- 

*  lutation  of  it. 

*  I  WAS  a  little  nettled  at  this  behaviour,  and  with 

*  fome  earneflnefs  claimed  the  king's  fulfilling  his 
«  promife  :    but   he  retired  without  anfvvering  me. 

*  I  then  applied  to  fome  of  the  courtiers,  who  had 
«  lately  profeffed   great  friendfhip  to  me,  had  eat 

*  at  my  houfe,  and  invited  me  to  theirs  :    but  not 

*  one  would  return  me  any  anfvver,  ail  running  away 
'  from  me,    as  if  I  had  been  feized  with  fome  con- 

*  tagious  diftemper.  I  nov/  found  by  experience, 
'  that  as  none  can  be  fo  civil,  fo  none  can  be  rudep 
'  than  a  courtier. 

*  A  FEW  moments  after  the  king's  retiring,  I  was 
*.lefc  alone  in  the  room,  to  confidtr  what  I  fhould 

*  do,  or  whither  I  fhould  turn  myfclf.     My  recep- 

*  tion  in  the  city  promifed  itfelf  to  be  equal  at  lead 

*  with  what  I  found  at  court.     However,  there  was 

*  my  home,  and  thither  it  was  neceflary  I  Ihould  re- 
^  treat  for  the  prefent. 

*  But,  indeed,  bad  as  I  apprehended  my  treat- 

*  ment  in  the  city  would  be,  it  exceeded  my  expedta- 

*  tion. 
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*  tion.  I  rode  home  on  an  ambling  pad  through 
'  crowds,  who  exprefTed  every  kind  of  dilregard  and 

*  contempt;  pelting  me  not  only  with  the  moft 
'  abufive  language,  but  with  dirt.  However,  with 
'  much  difficulty  I  arrived  at  lad  at  my  own  houfe, 

*  with  my  bones  whole,  but  covered  over  with 
'  filth. 

*  When  I  was  got  wichin   my  doors,    and   had 
'  fhut  them  againfl:  the  mob,  who  had  pretty  well 

vented  their  fpleen,  and  Teemed  now  contented  to 
retire;  my  wife,  whom  I  found  crying  over  her 
children,  and  from  whom  I  hoped  lome  comfort 
in  my  affli6lions,  fell  upon  me  in  the  moft  outra- 
geous manner.  She  afi^ed  me,  why  I  would  ven- 
ture on  fuch  a  flep,  without  confulting  her;  ilie 
faid,  her  advice  might  have  been  civilly  afked,  if  I 
was  refolved  not  to  have  been  guided  by  it.  That 
whatever  opinion  I  might  have  conceived  of  her 
underflanding,  the  reft  of  the  world  thought  bet- 
ter of  it.  That  I  had  never  failed  when  I  had 
allied  her  counfel,  nor  ever  fucceeded  without  it; 
with  much  more  of  the  iame  kind,  too  tedious  to 
mention  ;  concluding  that  it  was  a  m.onllrous  be- 
haviour to  defert  my  party,  and  come  over  to  the 
court.  An  abufe  v.iiich  I  took  worfe  than  all  the 
reft,  as  fhe  had  been  conftancly  for  feveral  years 
affiduous  in  railing  at  the  oppofition,  in  fiding  with 
the  court-party,  and  begging  me  to  come  over 
to  it.  And  efpeciallv  after  my  mentioning  the 
offer  of  knighthood  to  her,  fince  which  time  fhe 
had  continually  interrupted  my  repofe,  with  din- 
ning in  my  ears  the  foliy  of  refufing  honours,  and 
of  adhering  to  a  party,  and  to  principles,  by  which 
I  was  cerJiaiii  of  procuring  no  advantage  to  myfelf 
and  my  family. 

*  I  HAD  now  entirely  loft  my  trade,  fo  that  I  had 
not  the  leaft  temptation  to  ftay  longer  in  a  city, 
where  I  was  certain  of  receiving  daily  affronts  and 
rebukes.     I  therefore  made  up  my  affairs  with  the 

f  f  3  <  utmofl 
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'  ucmoil  expedition,    and   fcraping   together  all  I 

*  could,  retired  into  the  country  j   where  I  fpent  the 
'  remainder  of  my  days  in  univerfal  contempt,  be- 

*  ing  n;iunned  by  every  body,  perpetually  abiifed  by 

*  my  wife,  and  not  much  reTpefted  by  my  children. 

*  Minos  told  me,  though  1  had  been  a  very  vile 

*  fellow,  he  thought  my  fufferings  made  fonie  atone- 
'  ment,  and  fo  bid  me  take  the  other  trial.' 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

Julian  rec omits  what  happened  to  him  while  he  was  a 

poet. 

<  13  O  ME  was  now  the  feat  of  my  nativity,  where 

*  L\     I  was  born  of  a  family  more  remarkable  for 

*  honour  than  riches.   I  was  intended  for  the  church, 

*  and  had  a  pretty  good  education  ;  but  my  father 

*  dying  while  I  was  young,  and  leaving  me  nothing, 

*  for  he  had  wafted  his  whole  patrimony,  I  w,is 
'  forced  to   enter   myfelf  in  the  order  of  mendi- 

*  cants. 

*  When  I  was  at  fchool,  I  had  a  knack  of  rhiirj- 

*  ing,  which  I  unhappily  miflook  for  genius,  and 
'  indulged  to  my  coft  ;  for  my  verfes  drew  on  me 

<  only  ridicule,  and  I  was  in  contcnipt  called  The 

<  Poet. 

'   This  humour  purfued  me  through  my  life.    My 
«  fifft  compofuion  afuer  I  left  fchool,  was  a  pane- 

*  gyric  on  pope  Alexander  IV.  who  then  pretended 

*  a  projeft  of  dethroning  the  king  of  Sicily.  On 
'  thib  fubjcct  I  compofed  a  poem  of  about  fifteen 

*  th  xiTand  lines,  which  with  much  difficulty  I  got  to 

*  be  pref^nted  to  his  holinefs,  of  whom  I  expecfled 
'  great  preferment  as  my  rev/ard  j   but  I  was  cruelly 

*  di':ippoin:ed  :  for  when  I  tiad  v.-aited  a  year,  with- 
'  out  hearing  any  of  the  commendations  1  had  fiat- 
'  tcred  myfelf  with  receiving,  and  being  now  able  to 

*  contain 
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*  contain  no  longer,  I  applied  to  ajefuit  who  was  my 

*  relation,  and  had  the  pope's  car,  to  know  what  his 
'  holinefs's  opinion  was  of  my  work  ;  he  coldly  an* 

*  fwered  me,  tliat  he  was  at  that  time  bufied  in  con- 

*  cerns  of  too  much  importance  to  attend  the  rcad- 
^  ing  of  poems. 

*  However    dilTatisfied   I  might  be,  and  reallr 

*  was,  with  this  reception  -,    and  however  angry  I 

*  was  with  the  pope,  for  whofe  underllanding  I  en- 

*  tertained  an  immoderate  contempt,  I  was  not  yec 

*  difcoiiraged  from  a  fccond  attempt.    i\ccordingly, 
'   I  foon  afttr  produced  another  work,  entitled.  The 

*  Trojan  Horfe.     This  Vv'-as  an  allegorical  work,  in 

*  which  the  church  was  introduced  into  the  world, 

*  in  the  lame  manner  as  that  machine  had  been  into 

*  Troy.     The  priefts  were  the  foldiers  in  its  belly, 

*  and  the  heathen  fuperftltion  the  city  to  bedcflroycd 
'   by  them.     This  poem  was  v;ritten  in  Latin.    I  re- 

*  member  fome  of  the  lines  ; 

*  Mundiinos  fcp.ndit  frJalis  machina  Vimros^ 

*  Farl.a  facerdotiim  turmis  :   exinde  per  ahum 

'  Vifi  exire  omnes,  magno  cum  niurmure  clentes. 

*  'Non  aliter  quam  cum  humanis  furihundus  ab  antris 

*  //  jonns  €i  nares  fimul  aura  iiivadit  h'lante, 

*  Mille  fcatent  et  mile  alii  •,  trepidare  timorc 

*  Ethuica  gcKS  cnpit :  f.'lfi  per  inayie  volanles 

*  £if«g^^<?  Dei — Drferlaq^ue  iempln  relinquunt* 
'"Jam  magnum  crspitavit  equus,  max  or  bis  et  alii 
f  Ingemuere  poli :  tunc  tii  pater ^  ultimiis  omnium 

*  Maxrme  Alexander,  ventrU'U  maturus  cquinum 

*  Dcferis^  heu  prdes  mehori  digue parente.' 

I  believe  Julian,  had  I  not  (lopt  him,  would  have 
gone  through  the  whole  poem  (for,  as  I  obferved, 
in  moft  of  the  charaiflers  he  related,  the  affections  he 
had  enjoyed  while  he  perfonated  them  on  earth,  itiil 
made  fome  impreinon  on  him)  ;  but  I  begged  him  to 
omit  the  fcquel  of  the  poem,  and  proceed  with  his 

F  f  4  -hiltorv. 
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hiftory.   He  then  recollcfted  himfelf,  and  Imiling  at 
the  oblervation  which  by  intuition  he  perceived   I 
had  made,  continued  his  narration  as  follows  : 
'  I  CONFESS  to  you,  fays  he,  that  the  delight  in 

*  repeating  our  own  works  is  fo  predominant  in  a 
poet,  that  I  find  nothing  can  totally  root  it  out  of 

'  the  foul.     Happy  would  it  be  for  thofe  perfons,  if 

*  their  hearers  could  be  delighted  in  the  fame  man- 
ner :  but  alas  !  hence  that  ingcnsfoliiudo  com  plain - 

'  ed  of  by  Horace  :  for  the  vanity  of  mankind  is  fo 
much  greedier  and  more  general  than  their  avarice, 
that  no  beggar  is  fo  ill  received  by  them  as  he  who- 

•^  folicits  their  praife.  '• 

*  This  I  fufficiently  experienced  in  the  character 

*  of  a  poet  J  for  my  company  was  fliunned  (1  believe 
«  on  this  account  chiefly)  by  my  whole  houfe  j  nay, 

*  there  were  few  who  would  fubmit  to  hearing  me 

*  read  my  poetry,  even  at  the  price  of  iharing  in 
'  my  provifions.     The  only  perfon  who  gave  me 

<  audience  was  a  brother  poet ;  he  indeed  fed  me 

*  with  commendation  very  libqrally  :    but  as  I  was 

*  forced  to  hear  and  commend  (I'n  my  turn,  I  perhaps 

*  bought  his  attention  dear  enough. 

'  Well,  Sir,  if  my  expeuiarions  of  the  revv^ard  I 

*  hoped  from  my  firft  poem  had  baulked  me,  1  had 

<  now  ftill  greater  reafon  to  complain  ;  for  inllead  of 

*  being  preferred  or  commended  for  the  fecond,  I 

*  was  enjoined  a  very  fevere  penance  by  my  fupe- 

*  rior,  for  ludicroudy  comparing  the  pope  to  a  fart. 
'  My  poetry  was  nov/  the  jefl:  of  every  company,  ex- 
«  cept  fome  few  who  fpoke  of  it  with  deteftation  j 

*  and  I  found,  that  inftead  of  recommending  me  to 
'  preferment,  it  had  efFedually  barred  me  from  all 

*  probability  of  attaining  it. 

*  These  difcouragements  had  nov/ induced  me  to 
'  lay  down  my  pen,  and  write  no  more.     But,  as 

*  Juvenal  fays, 

' — Si  difcedas,  L^ueo  tenet  amhitioji 
Confueludo  mali, 

*  I  was 
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I  was  an  example  of  the  truth  of  this  aflertion :  for 
I  foon  betook  myfelf  again  to  my  mufe.  Indeed, 
a  poet  hath  the  fame  happinefs  with  a  man  who  is 
dotingly  fond  of  an  ugly  woman.  The  one  enjoys 
his  mufe,  and  the  other  his  miftrefs,  with  a  plea* 
fure  very  little  abated  by  the  efteem  of  the  world, 
'  and  only  undervalues  their  tafte  for  not  correfpond- 

*  ing  with  his  own. 

'  It  is  unnecelTiiry  to  mention  any  more  of  my 

*  poems  ;   they  had  all  the  fame  fate  ;   and  though 

*  in  reality  fome  of  my  latter  pieces  deferved  (I  may 
'  now  fpeak  it  without  the  imputation  of  vanity)  a 

*  better  fuccefs,  as  I  had  the  character  of  a  bad  writer, 

*  I  found  it  impoifible  ever  to  obtain  the  reputation 

*  of  a  good  one.  Had  I  poffeifed  the  merit  of  Ho- 
'  mer,  I  could  have  hoped  for  no  applaufe  ;  fince  it 
^  muft  have  been   a  profound  fecret  ;    for  no  one 

*  could  now  read  a  fyllable  of  my  writings. 

'  The  poets  of  my  age  were,  as  I  believe  you 
«  know,  not  very  famous.    However,  there  was  one 

*  in  fome  credit  at  that  time,  though  I  have  the  con- 
'  folation  to  know  his  works  are  all  pcrilhed  long 
'  ago.  The  malice, envy,  and  hatred  I  bore  this  man, 

*  are  inconceivable  to  any  but  an  author,  and  an  un- 
'  fuccefsful  one  ;    I  never  could  bear  to  hear  him 

*  well  fpoken  of,  and  writ  anonymous  fitires  againft 
'  him,  though  I  had  received  obligations  from  him; 

*  indeed  I  believe  it  would  have  bt:en  an  abfokue 

*  impoflTibility  for  him  at  any  rate  to  have  made  m.e 

*  fincerely  his  friend. 

'  I  HAVE  heard  an  obfervation  which  was  made  by 
^  fome  one  of  later  days,    that  there  are  no  worfe 

*  men  than   bad  authors.     A  remark  of  the  fame 

*  kind  hath    been    made  on   ugly  women,  and  the 

*  truth  of  both  ftands  on  one  and  the  fame  reafon, 

*  Z'iz.  that  they  are  both  tainted  v,ith  that  curfed 

*  and  deteflable  vice  of  envy;  which,  as  it  is  the 
'  oreatell  torment  to  the  mind  it  inhabits,  fo  is  it 

*  capable  of  introducing  into  it  a  total  corruption, 

<  $nd 
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*  and  of  infpiring  it  to  the  commifllon  of  the  mofl: 
<  horrid  crimes  imaginable. 

*  My  life  was  but  (hort ;    for  I  foon  pined  myfelf 

*  to  death  with  the  vice  I  juft  now  mentioned.   Mi- 

*  nos  told  me,  I  was  infinitely  too  bad  for  Elyfium  j 
«  and  as  for  the  other  place,  the  devil  had  fworn, 

*  he  would  never  entertain  a  poet  for  Orpheus's  fake  : 
«  fo  I  was  forced  to  return  again  to  tlie  place  fron; 
*"  whence  I  came.' 


CHAP.     XXV» 

Julian  peyforms  the  parts  of  a  knight  and  a  dancings 

majlcr, 

*  T  NOW  mounted  the  ftage  in  Sicily,  and  be- 
<  X  came  a  knight-templar  :  but  as  my  adventures 
«  differ  fo  little  from  thofe  I  have  recounted  you  in 

*  the  charader  of  a  common  foldier,  I  fliall  not  tire 
'  you  with  repetition.     The  foldier  and  the  captain 

*  differ  in  reality  fo  little  from  one  another,  that  it 

*  requires  an  accuratejudgment  to  diftinguifh  them  ; 

*  the  latter  we.Ts  finer  chjthes,  and  in  times  of  fuc- 

*  cefs  lives  fomcwhat   more  delicately  i    but  as  to 

*  every  thing  elfe,  they  very  nearly  refcmblc  one 
«  another. 

*  My  next  Hep  was  into  France,  where  fortune 

*  affigned  me  the  part  of  a  dancing-mafier.  I  was 
«  ^o  expert  in  my  profefiion,  that  I  was  brought  to 

*  court  in  my  youth,  and  had  the  heels  of  Philip  de 

*  Valois,  who  akerwards  fuccteded  Charles  the  Fair, 

*  committed  to  my  direction. 

*  I  DO  not  remember,  that  in  any  of  the  charafters 
'  in  which  I  appeared  on  carih,  1  ever  aiTumed  to 

*  myfelf  a  greater  dignity,  or  thought  myfelf  of  more 
'  real  importance  t.han  now.     I  looked  on  dancing 

*  as  tlie  greatett  excellence  of  human  nature,  and 
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on  myfelf  as  the  greateft  proficient  in  it.  And 
indeed,  this  feemed  to.be  the  general  opinion  of 
the  whole  court  ;  for  I  v/as  the  cliief  inllrudor  of 
t'le  youth  of  both  iexes,  whole  merit  was  almolk 
entirely  defined  by  the  advances  they  made  in  that 
fcience,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  profcfs.  As 
to  myfelf,  I  was  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  this  truth, 
that  1  not  only  flighted  and  dcfpifed  thofe  who 
were  ignorant  of  dancing  ;  but  I  tiiought  the  high- 
eft  character  I  could  give  of  any  inan  was  that  he 
made  a  graceful  bow  :  for  want  of  vvhicn  accom- 
pliflimenr,  I  had  a  fovereign  contempt  for  many 
perlons  of  learning;  nay,  tor  fome  officers  in  the 
army,  and  a  few  even  of  the  courtiers  thcmfeJves. 

*  Though  fo  little  of  my  youth  had  been  thrown 
away  in  v;hat  they  call  liieraiure,  that  I  could 
hardly  write  and  read,  yet  I  compofed  a  treatife 
on  education  ;  the  firft  rudiments  of  which,  as  I 
taught,  were  to  inftruif>  a  child  in  the  fcience  of 
coming  handfoniely  into  a  room.  In  this  I  cor- 
rected many  faults  of  my  predecefTors,  particu- 
larly that  of  being  too  much  in  a  huiry,  and  in- 
ftituting  a  child  in  the  fublimer  parts  of  dancing 
before  they  are  capable  of  iTsaking  their  ho- 
nours. 

'^  Bur  as  I  have  not  now  the  fame  high  opinion 
of  my  profeffion  wnich  1  had  then>  I  fnail  non 
entertain  you  with  a  long  hiliory  of  a  life  which 
confilied  of  borees  and  coupees.  Let  it  fufiicc 
that  I  lived  to  a  very  old  age,  and  followed  my 
bufinefs  as  long  as  1  could  crawl.  At  length  I 
revifited  my  old  friend  Minos,  who  treated  nie 
vyith  very  little  refpedt,  and  bad  me  dance  bac!c 
again  to  earth. 

*  I  DID  fo,  and  was  now  once  more  born  an  Enp;- 
lifnman,  bred  up  to  the  church,  and  at  length  ar- 
rived to  the  ftation  of  a  bifliop, 

'  Nothing 


444      A  JOURNEY   FROM   THIS 

'  Nothing  was  fo  remarkable  in  this  charafter^ 
<  as  my  always  voting—*/ 

BOOK      XIX. 

C  H  A  P.     VII. 

Wherein  Anna  Boleyn  relates  the  hifiory  of  her  life, 

*  Y  AM  going  now  truly  to  recount  a  life,  which 
'  A  from  the  time  of  its  ceafing,  has  been,  in  the 
'  other  world,  the  continual  fubjecl  of  the  cavils  of 

*  contending  parties  i  the  one  making  me  as  black 

*  as  hell,  the  other  as  pure  and  innocent  as  the  in- 

*  habitants  of  this  blefled  place  j   the  mid  of  preju- 

*  dice  blinding  their  eyes,  end  zeal  for  what  they 

*  themfelves  profefs,  making  every  thing  appear  in 
«  that  light,  which  they  think  moll  conduces  to  1:3 

*  honour. 

'  My  infancy  was  fpent  in  my  father's  houfe^,  in 

*  thofe  childifh  plays,  which  are  moft  fuitable  to 
'  that  {late,  and  i  think  this  was  one  of  the  happiefl 

*  parts  of  my  life  j  for  my  parents  v/ere  not  among 
*■  the  number  of  tkofe  who  look  upon  their  children 
<  as  ^':i  many  objecfls  of  a  tyrannic  power,  but  1  was 

*  regarded  as  the  dear  pledge  of  a  virtuous  love,  and 
'  all  my  little  pleafures  were  thought  from  their  in- 
'  dulgence  their  greateft  delight.     At  {tvi^n  years 

*  Here  part  cf  the  manufcrapt  is  loll,  and  that  a  very  confider- 
able  one,  as  appears  by  the  number  of  the  next  book  and  chap- 
ter, which  contains,  I  find,  the  hifiory  of  Anna  Boleyn  :  but  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  introduced,  or  to  whom  the  narrative 
is  told,  we  ate  totally  left  in  the  dark  I  have  only  to  remark, 
that  this  chapter  is  in  the  original  writ  in  a  woman's  hand  :  and 
though  the  obfervations  in  it  are,  I  think,  as  excellent  as  any 
iii  the  whole  volume,  there  feems  to  be  a  difference  in  llyle  be- 
tween this  and  the  preceding  chapters  ;  and  as  it  is  the  charafter 
of  a  woman  which  is  related,  1  am  inclined  to  fancy  it  was  really 
written  by  one  of  that  fcx. 

*  old. 
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*  old,   I   was  carried   into  France  with  the  king's 

*  filler,  who  \Vas  married  to  the  French  king,  where 

*  I  lived  with  a  perlon  of  quality,  who  was  an  ac- 

*  quaintance  of  my  father's.  I  fpent  my  time  in  learn- 

*  ing  thofe  things  ncccflary  no  give  young  perfons  of 

*  fafhion  a  polite  education,  and  did  neither  good  nor 

*  evil,  but  day  pafled  after  day  in  the  fame  eafy  way, 

*  till  I  was  fourteen  ;  then  began  my  anxiety,  my  va- 

*  nity  grew  ftrong,  and  my  heart  fluttered  with  joy  at 

*  every  compliment  paid  to  my  beauty :  and  as  the 

*  lady,  with  whom  1  lived,  was  of  a  gay,  cheerful 

*  difpofition,  fhe  kept  a  great  deal  of  company,  and 

*  my  youth  and  charms  made  me  the  continual  ob- 

*  jedl  of  their  admiration.  I  paffed  fome  little  time 
'  in  thofe  exulting  raptures,  which  are  felt  by  every 

*  woman,  perfe<5tly  fatislied  with  herfelf,  and  with 

*  the  behaviour  of  others  towards  her  :  I  was,  when 

*  very  young,  promoted  to  be  maid  of  honour  to 
'  her  majefty.  The  court  was  frequented  by  a  young 

*  nobleman,  whofe  beauty  v/as  the  chief  lubject  of 

*  converfation  in  all  allemblies  of  ladies.     The  deli- 

*  cacy  of  his  perfon,  added  to  a  great  foftnefs  in  his 

*  inanner,  gave  every  thing  he  faid  and  did  fuch  an 

*  air  of  tendernefs,  that  every  woman  he  fpoke  to, 
^  flattered  herfelf  with  being  the  objecfb  of  his  love, 

*  I  was  one  of  thofe  who  was  vain  enough  of  my  own 

*  charms  to  hope  to  make  a  conqueft  of  him,  whom 
^  the  whole  court  fighed  for :  I  now  thought  evei^ 
'  other  obje(fl  below   my  notice;  yet  the  only  plea- 

*  fure  I  propofed  to   myfelf  in  this  defign  was,  the 

*  triumphing  over  that  heart,  which  I   plainly  faw 

*  all  the  ladies  of  the  highefl:  quality,  and  the  greatell 

*  beauty  would  have  been  proud  of  poflefTing.     I 

*  was  yet  too  young  to  be  very  artful ;   but  nature, 

*  without  any  afllfliance,  foon  difcovers  to  a  man,  who 

*  is  ufcd  to  gallantry,  a  woman's  defire  to  be  liked 
«  by  him,  whether  that  defire  arifes  from  any  par- 

*  ticular  choice   fhe  makes  of  him,    or  only  from 

*  vanity.     He   foon   perceived    my  thoughts,   and 

*  gratified^ 
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*  gratified  my  iitmoft  willies,   by  conftantly  prefer- 

*  ring  me  before  all  other  women,  and  exerting  his 

*  utmod  gallanrr)',  and  addrefs  to  engage  my  affec- 

*  cions.  This  l\iddcn  happinefs,  which  I  then  thought 

*  the  greateR-  I  could  have  had,   appeared  vifible  in 
'  all  my  anions;   I  grew  fo  gay,  and  fo  full  of  viva- 

*  city,  that  it  made  my  perfon  appear  ftill  to  a  better 

*  advantage,  all  my  acquaintance  pretending  to  be 

*  fonder  of  me  than  ever  :   though  young  as  1  was,  I 

*  plainly  faw  it  was   but  pretence,  for  through   all 

*  their  endeavours  to  the  contrary,  envy  would  often 

*  break  foriii  in  fly  infmuations,  and  malicious  fneers, 

*  wliich  gave  me  frefh  matter  of  triumph,  and  fre- 

*  quent  opportunities   of  infuhing   them  j  which  I 

*  never  let  flip,   for  now  firfl  my  female  heart  grew 

*  fenfible  of  the  fpiteful  pleafure  of  feeing  another 

*  languifli  for  wha.t  I  enjoyed.     Whilft  I  was  in  the 

*  height  of  my  happinefs,  her  majefty  fell  ill  of  a 

*  languifhing  diftemper,  which  obliged  her  to  go  into 

*  the  country  for  the  change  of  air  3   my  place  made 

*  it  necelLiry  for  mie  to  attend  her,   and  which  wa/ 

*  he  brought  it  about,  I  can't  imagine,  but  my  young 

*  hero  found  means  ro  be  one  of  that  fmall  train  that 

*  waited  on  my  royal  miftrefs,  although  fiie  went  as 
«  privately  as  poffible.     Hitherto  all  the  interviews 

*  I  had  ever  had  with  him  were  in  publick,  and  I  only 

<  looked  on  him  as  the  fitter  obied  to  feed  that  pride 

*  which  had  no  other  viev/  but  to  fliew  its  power; 

*  but  now  the  fcene  v/as  quire  changed.     My  rivals 

*  were  all  at  a  diitance  :  the  place  we  went  to,  was 

*  as  charming  as  the  mod  agreeable  natural  fituation, 

<  afiirted  by  the  greatcft  art,  could  make  itj  the 
'  pleafant  folitary  v/alks,  the  finging  of  birds,  the 
«  thoufand  pretty  romantic  fcenes  this  delightful 
«  place  afforded,  gave  a  fucklen  turn  to  miy  mind, 
'  my  whole  foul  was  melted  into  foftnefs,  and  all  my 

*  vanity  was  fled.     My  fpark  was  too  much  ufed  to 

*  affairs  of  this  nature,  not  to  perceive  this  change; 

*  at  firfl  the  profufc  tranfports  of  his  joy  made  me 

8  '  believe 
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believe  him  wholly  mine,  and  this  belief  gave  me 
fuch  happinels,  that  no  language  affords  words  to 
exprefs  ic,  and  can  be  only  known  to  thofe  who 
have  felt  it.  But  this  was  of  a  very  fliort  duration, 
for  I  foon  found  I  had  to  do  with  one  of  thofe  men, 
whofe  only  end  in  the  piirfuit  of  a  woman,  is  to 
make  her  fail  a  vidim  to  an  infatiable  defire  to 
be  admired.  His  defigns  had  fucceeded,  and  now 
he  every  day  grew  colder,  and,  as  if  by  infatuation, 
my  pafTion  every  day  increafed  ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  my  relbluiions  and  endeavours  to  the  con- 
trary, my  rage  at  the  difappointment  at  once  both 
of  my  love  and  pride,  and  at  the  finding  a  pafTion 
fixed  in  my  breaft,  I  knew  not  how  to  conquer, 
broke  out  into  that  inconfiftent  behaviour,  Vv'hicli 
mufl:  always  be  the  confequence  of  violent  pafiions* 
One  moment  I  reproached  him,  the  next  1  grew  to 
tendcrnefb,  and  blamed  myfelf,  and  thought  I  fan- 
cied what  was  not  truej  he  fav/  my  ftruggle,  and 
triumphed  in  itj  but  as  he  had  not  witnefTes 
enough  there  of  his  victory,  to  give  him  the  full 
enjoyment  of  it,  he  grew  weary  of  the  country,  and 
returned  to  Paris,  and  left  me  in  a  condition  it  is 
utterly  impodiblc  to  defcribe.  My  mind  was  like 
a  city  up  in  arms,  all  cohfufion  :  and  every  new 
thought  was  a  frefh  diflurber  of  my  peace.  Sleep 
quite  forfook  me,  and  the  anxiety  I  fuffercd,  threw 
me  into  a  fever,  which  had  like  to  have  cofb  me 
my  life.  With  great  care  I  recovered  j  but  the 
violence  of  the  diftemper  left  fuch  a  wcaknefs  on 
my  body,  that  the  difturbance  of  my  mind  was 
greatly  alTuaged ;  and  now  I  began  to  comfort 
myfcif  In  the  reflection,  that  this  gentleman's  be- 
ing a  finifhed  coquet,  was  very  likely  the  only 
thing  eould  have  preferved  me ;  for  he  was  the  only 
man  from  whom  I  was  ever  m  any  danger.  By 
that  time  I  was  got  tolerably  well,  we  returned 
to  Paris ;  and  I  confefs,  I  both  wifhed  and  feared 
to  fee  this  caufe  of  all  mv  pain:  however,  I  hoped, 

-       «  bv 
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*  by  the  help  of  my  refentment,  to  be  able  to  meet 
'  him  with  indifference.  This  employed  my  thoughts 

*  till  our  arrival.     The  next  day,  there  was  a  very 

*  full  court  to  congratulate  the  queen  on  her  reco- 

*  very ;  and,  amongft  the  reft,   my  love   appeared 

*  drelled  and  adorned,  as  if  he  defigned  fome  new 

*  conqueft.  Inftead  of  feeing  a  woman  he  defpifed 
'  and  (lighted,  he  approached  me  with  that  afTured 

*  air  which  is  common  to  fuccefsful  coxcombs.    Ac 

*  the  fame  time,  I  perceived  I  was  furrounded  by  all 

*  thofe  ladies  who  were  on  his  account  my  greateft 

*  enemies  j  and  in  revenge,  wifhed  for  nothing  more 

*  than  to  fee  me  make  a  ridiculous  figure.     This 

*  fituation  fo  perplexed  my  thoughts,  that  when  he 

*  came  near  enough  to  fpeak  to  me,  I  fainted  away 
'  in  his  armso  (Had  I  ftudied  which  way  I  could 
'  gratify  him  moft,  it  was  impoflible  to  have  done 

*  any  thing  to  have  pleafed  him  more.)  Some  that 
'  ftood  by,  brought  fmelling-bottles,  and  ufed  means 

*  for  my  recovery  ;  and  I  was  welcomed  to  returning 

*  life,  by  all  thofe  ill-natured  repartees,  which  wo- 

*  men   enraged    by   envy  are  capable  of  venting. 

*  One  cried.  Well,  I  never  thought  my  lord  had  any 

*  thing  fo  frightful  in  his  perfon,  or  fo  fierce  in  his 

*  manner,  as  to  ftrike  a  young  lady  dead  at  the 
•fight  of  him.     No,  no,  fays  another,  fome  ladies 

*  fenfes  are  more  apt  to  be  hurried  by  agreeable, 

*  than  difagreeable  objccls.  With  many  more  fuch 
^  fort  of  fpeeches  wliich  fhewed  more  malice  than 

*  wit.      This  not  being  able  to  bear,    trembling, 

*  and   with    but  juft   ftrength   enough  to  move,  I 

*  crawled  to  my  coach  and  hurried  home.     When 

*  I  was  alone,  and  thought  on  what  had  happened 

*  to  m.e  in  a  public  court,  I  v/as  at  firft  driven  to  the 

*  utmoft  defpair;  but  afterwards,  when  I  came  to 
'  reflecfb,  I  believe  this  accident  contributed  more 
*-to  my  being  cured  of  my  paffion,  than  any  other 

*  could  have  done.     I  began  to  think  the  only  me- 

*  thod  to  pique  the  man,  who  had  ufed  me  fo  bar- 

*  baroufly, 
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baroufly,  and  to  be  revenged  on  my  fpiteful 
rivals,  was  to  recover  that  beauty,  which  was  then 
languid,  and  had  loll  its  kiftre,  to  let  them  fee  I 
had  (till  charms  enough  ro  engage  as  many  lovers 
as  I  could  defire,  and  that  I  could  yet  rival  them, 
who  had  thus  cruelly  infulred  me.  Thefe  pleafing 
hopes  revived  my  finking  fpirits,  and  worked  a 
more  effedual  cure  on  me,  than  all  the  philofophy 
and  advice  of  the  wifeil  men  could  have  done. 
I  now  eiTi ployed  all  my  time  and  care  in  adorning 
my  perlbn,  and  Itudying  the  lurell  means  of  en- 
gaging the  affeilions  of  others,  while  I  myfelf 
continued  quite  indifferent  -,  for  I  refolved  for  the 
future,  if  ever  one  foft  thought  made  its  way  to 
my  heart,  to  fly  the  objcd  of  it,  and  by  new  lo- 
vers to  drive  the  image  from  my  brealh  I  con- 
fuited  my  glafs  every  niorning,  and  got  fuch  a 
command  of  my  countenance,  that  I  could  fuit  it 
to  the  different  taftes  of  variety  of  lovers  j  and 
though  I  was  young,  for  I  v/as  not  yet  above  fe- 
venteen,  yet  my  publick  way  of  life  gave  me  fuch 
continual  oppoitunicies  of  converfing  with  men, 
and  the  (Irong  defire  I  now  had  of  pleafing  them, 
led  me  to  m.ake  fuch  conftant  obfcrvations  on 
every  thing  they  faid  or  did,  that  I  foon  found 
out  the  different  methods  of  dealing  with  them, 
I  obferved  that  mod  men  generally  liked  in  wo- 
men Vv'hat  was  mofr  oppcnie  to  their  own  charac- 
ters j  therefore,  to  the  grave  folid  man  of  fenfe, 
I  endeavoured  to  appear  fprightiy,  and  full  of  fpi- 
rit ;  to  the  witty  and  gay,  foft  and  languifhing; 
to  the  amorous  (for  they  want  no  increafe  of  their 
paffions)  cold  and  referved  ;  to  the  fearful  and 
backward,  warm  and  full  of  tire,  and  fo  of  all  the 
reft.  As  to  beaus,  and  all  thofe  fort  of  men,  -whofe 
defires  are  centered  in  the  fatisfacflion  of  their 
vanity,  I  had  learned  by  fad  experienc:^,  the  only 
way  to  deal  with  them  was  to  laugh  at  them,  and 
let  their  own  good  opinion  of  themfelves  be  the 

Vol.17.  G  s;  .     *  only 
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only  fupport  of  their  hopes.  I  knew,  while  I 
could  get  other  followers,  I  was  fure  of  them  j  for 
the  only  fign  of  modefty  they  ever  give,  is  that  of 
not  depending  on  their  own  judgments,  but  fol- 
lowing the  opinions  of  the  greateft  number.  Thus 
furnilhed  with  maxims,  and  grown  wife  by  palt 
errors,  I  in  a  manner  began  the  world  again  :  I  ap- 
peared in  all  public  places  handfomer  and  more 
lively  than  ever,  to  the  amazement  of  every  one 
who  faw  me,  and  had  heard  of  the  affair  between 
me  and  my  lord.  He  himfelf  was  much  furprized, 
and  vexed  at  this  fudden  change,  nor  could  he 
account  how  it  was  poflible  for  me  fo  Toon  to  fliake 
off  thofe  chains  he  thouQ;ht  he  had  fixed  on  me  for 
life,  nor  was  he  willing  to  lofe  his  conqueft  m  this 
manner.  He  endeavoured  by  all  means  poffiblc 
to  talk  to  me  again  of  love,  but  I  flood  fixed  to 
my  reiblution  (in  which  I  was  greatly  affifted  by 
the  crowd  of  admirers  that  daily  furrounded  me), 
never  to  let  him  explain  himfelf:  for  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  pride,  1  found  the  firft  imprefTiori 
the  heart  receives  of  love  is  fo  ftrong,  that  it  re- 
quires the  mofi:  vigilant  care  to  prevent  a  relapfe. 
Now  I  lived  three  years  in  a  conftant  round  of  di- 
verfions,  and  was  made  the  perfecft  idol  of  all  the 
men  that  came  to  court  of  all  ages,  and  all  cha- 
raclers.  I  had  fevcral  good  matches  offered  me, 
but  I  thought  none  of  them  equal  to  my  merit; 
and  one  of  my  greateft  pleafures  was  to  fee  thofe 
womien,  who  had  pretended  to  rival  me,  often  glad 
to  m.arry  thofe  whom  1  had  refufed.  Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  great  fuccels  of  my  fchemes,  I  cannot 
fay  I  was  perfediy  happy ;  for  every  woman  that 
was  taken  the  ieaft  notice  of,  and  every  man  that 
was  infcnfibls  to  my  arts,  gave  me  as  much  pain 
as  all  the  reil  gave  me  pleafure  ;  and  fometimes 
little  underhand  plots,  which  were  laid  againft  my 
defigns,  would  fucceed  in  fpite  of  my  care  :  fothat 
I  really  began  to  grow  weary  of  this  manner  of  life, 

*  when 
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*  when  my  father  returning  from  his  embafly  in 
'  Franc^  took  me  home  with  him,  and  carried  me 
^  to  a  little  plcafant  coiintry-houfc,  where  there  was 
'  nothing  grand  or  fuperfinous,  but  every  thing  neat 
^  and  agreeable  j  there  I  led  a  life  perfedtly  folitary. 

*  At  firit,  the  time  hung  very  heavy  on  my  hands, 

*  and  I  wanted  all  kind  of  employment,  and  I  had 
'  very  like  to  have  fallen  into  the  height  of  the 
'  vapours,  from  no  other  reafon,  but  from  want  of 

*  knowing  what  to  do  with  myfeif.     But  when  I  had 

*  lived  here  a  little  time,  I  found  fuch  a  calmnefs  in 
^  my  mind,  and  fuch  a  difference  between  this,  and 
^  the  reftiels  anxieties  I  had  experienced  in  a  court, 

*  that  I  began  to  fliare  the  tranquillity   that  vifibly 

*  appeared  in  every  thing  round  me.     I  fet  myfclf  to 

*  do  works  of  fancy,   and  to  raife  little  flower-gar- 

*  dens,  with  many  fuch  innocent  rural  amufements; 

*  which  although  they  are  not  capable  of  affording 
^  any  great  pleafure,  yet  they  give  that  ferene  turn  to 

*  the  mind,  which  I  think  much  preferable  to  any 
^  thing  elfe  human  nature   is  made  fufccptible  of. 

*  I  now  rtfjlved  to  fprnd  the  relt  of  my  days  here, 

*  and  that  nothing  fliould  allure  me  from  this  fwecc 

*  retirement,  to  be  again  tolled  about  with  tempertu- 
^  ous  pallions  of  any  kind.      VVhiilf   I   was   in    this 

*  fituation,  my  lord  Piercy,  the  e.irl  of  Northumber- 

*  land's  eldef}:  fon,  by  an  accident  of  lofing  his  way 
'  after  a  fox-chace,  was  met  by  my  father,  about  a 
'  mile  from  our  houfej  he  came  horne  v/ith  him, 
^  only  with  a  defign  of  dining  with  us;  but  was  fo 
'  taken  with  me,  that  he  flayed  three  days.     I   h:<d 

*  too  much  experience  in  all  afPairs  of  this  kind,  not 

*  to  fee  prefently  the  influence  i   had  on   him  ;  but 

*  I  was  at  that  time  fo  intirely  free  from  all  ambi- 
^  tion,  that  even  thcprofpect  of  being  a  countefs  had 

*  no  effeft  on  me  ;  and  1  then  thought  nothing  in. 
'  the  world  could  have  bribed  me  to   have  chan'j;ed 

*  my  way  of  life.  This  young  lord,  who  was  juit 
^  in  his  bloom,  found  his  pafnon  fb  llrong,  he  could 

G  g    2  *  liOC 
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not  endure  a  long  abfence,  but  rcrurned  again  irt 
a  week,  and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  means  he 
could  think  ot,  to  engage  nne  to  return  his  affec- 
tion. 'He  addrcffed  me  with  that  tendernefs  and 
refpeft,  which  women  on  earth  think  can  ilow 
from  nothing  but  real  love  j  and  very  often  told 
me,  that  unlefs  he  could  be  lb  happy,  as  by  his 
affiduity  and  care  to  make  himfelf  agreeable  to 
me,  although  he  knew  my  father  would  eagerly 
embrace  any  propofal  from  himi,  yet  he  would  fuf- 
fer  that  laft  of  mifcries,  of  never  feeing  me  more, 
rather  than  ov;e  his  own  happinefs  to  any  thing  that 
might  be  the  leafl:  contradi<ltion  to  my  inclinations. 
This  manner  of  proceeding  had  fomething  in  it  fo 
noble  and  generous,  that  by  degrees  it  raifed  a  fen- 
fation  in  me,  which  I  know  not  how  to  defcribe, 
nor  by  what  name  to  call  itj  it  was  nothing  like 
my  former  paflion  j  for  there  was  no  turbulence, 
no  uneafy  waking  nights  attending  it,  but  all  I 
could  with  honour  grant  to  oblige  him,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  juilly  du^  to  his  truth  and  love,  and 
more  the  effe^fl  of  gratitude,  than  of  any  defire  of 
my  own.  The  character  1  had  heard  of  him  from 
my  father,  at  my  tirfl  returning  to  England,  in 
difcourfmg  of  the  young  nobility,  convinced  me, 
that  if  I  was  his  wife,  I  fnould  have  the  perpetual 
facisfadion  of  knowing  every  aftion  of  his  muft 
be  approved  by  all  the  fenlible  part  of  mankind  j 
«'  fo  that  very  foon  I  began  to  have  no  fcruple  left, 
but  that  of  leaving  my  little  fcxj;\ti  of  quietnefs,  and 
venturing  again  into  the  world.  But  this,  by  his 
continual  application  and  fubmifilve  behaviour,  by 
decrrees  entirelv  vanillied,  and  I  a2;reed  he  fhould 
take  his  own  time  to  break  it  to  my  father,  whofe 
confent  he  was  not  Iohd,  in  obtaining;  for  fuch  a 
match  was  by  no  means  to  be  refufed.  There  re- 
mained nothing  now  to  be  done,  but  to  prevail  witfi 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  to  comply'  with  what 
his  fon  fo  ardently  defired  ;  for  which  purpofcy  he 

*fec 
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(et  out  immediateiy  for  London,  and  begged  it  as 
the  greaceil  favour,  that  I  would  accoir.pany  my 
father,  who  was  alfo  to  go  thither  the  week  fol- 
lowing. I  could  not  rcfule  his  requeft,  and  as 
foon  as  we  arrived  in  town,  he  flew  to  me  with 
the  greateft  raptures,  to  inform  me  his  father  was 
fo  good,  that  finding  his  happinefs  depended  on 
his  anfwer,  he  had  given  him  free  leave  to  a 51:  in 
this  affair  as  would  befl  plcafe  himfclf,  and  that  he 
had  now  no  obftaclc  to  prevent  his  wilhes.  It  was 
then  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  and  the  time  for 
our  marriage  was  fixed  for  the  latter  end  of  March  : 
the  confent  of  all  parties  made  his  accefs  to  me 
very  eafy,  and  we  converfcd  together  both  with  in- 
nocence and  pleafure.  As  his  ifondncfs  was  (o 
great,  that  he  contrived  all  the  methods  poflible 
to  keep  me  continuilly  in  his  fight,  he  told  me 
one  morning,  he  was  commianded  by  his  father 
to  attend  him  to  court  that  evening,  and  begged 
I  would  be  fo  good  as  to  meet  him  there.  I  was 
now  fo  ufed  to  aft  as  he  would  have  mc,  that  I 
made  no  difficulty  of  complying  with  his  defire. 
Two  days  after  this,  I  was  very  much  furprized  at 
perceiving  fuch  a  melancholy  in  his  countenance, 
and  alteration  in  his  behaviour,  as  I  could  noway 
account  for;  but  by  my  importunity,  at  la(t,  I  got 
from  him,  that  c-ardinal  Wolfey,  for  what  reafon 
he  knew  not,  had  peremptorily  forbid  him  to  think 
any  more  of  me  :  and  when  he  urged  that  his  fa- 
ther was  not  difpleafed  v/ith  it,  the  cardinal,  in  his 
imperious  manner,  anfwered  him,  he  fhould  give 
his  father  fuch  convincing  reafons,  why  it  would 
be  attended  with  great  inconveniencies,  that  he 
was  fure  he  could  bring  him  to  be  of  his  opinion. 
On  which  he  turned  from  him,  and  gave  him  no 
opportunity  of  replying.  I  could  not  imagine  what 
defi^n  the  cardinal  cu'-dd  have  in  intermeddling; 
in  this  match,  and  I  was  Pci!!  more  perplexed  to 
find  that  my  father  treated  my  lord  Piercy  with 
G  g  J  *  much 
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much  more  coldnefs  than  ufual ;  he  too  faw  it, 
and  wc  both  wondered  what  could  poffibly  be  the 
caufeof  all  this.  But  it  was  not  long  before  the 
myftery  was  all  made  clear  by  my  father,  \yho 
fending  for  me  one  day  into  his  chamber,  let  me 
into  a  iecrct  which  was  as  little  wifiied  for  as  ex- 
pelled;  he  began  with  the  furprifing  effedls  of 
youth  and  beauty,  and  the  madiiefs  of  letting  go* 
thofe  advantages  they  might  procure  us,  till  it  was 
too  late,  when  we  might  wiih  in  vain  to  bring 
them  back  again.  I  ftood  amazed  at  this  begin- 
ning i  he  faw  my  confulion,  and  bid  me  fit  down 
and  attend  to  what  he  was  o;oinQ:  tottll  me,  whichr 
was  of  the  greateft  confequence  j  and  he  hoped  I 
v;ould  be  wife  enough  to  take  his  advice,  and  acl 
as  he  lliould  think  beft  for  my  future  v/elfare.  He 
then  aflced  me,  if  I  fliould  not  be  much  pleafed  to 
be  a  queen  ?  I  anfvvered  Vv^iih  the  greatell  earneft- 
nefs,  that  fo  far  from  it,  I  would  not  live  in  a  court 
again  to  be  the  greateit:  queen  in  the  world  j  that 
I  had  a  lover  who  was  both  defirous  and  able  to, 
raife  my  ftation,  even  beyond  my  wiilies.  I  found 
this  difcourfe  was  very  difpleafing  j  my  father 
frov/ned,  and  called  me  a  romantic  fool,  and  faid, 
if  I  would  hearken  to  him  he  could  make  m,e  a 
queen  j  for  the  cardinal  had  told  him,  that  the 
king,  from  the  time  he  faw  me  at  court  the  other 
night,  liked  me  j  and  intended  to  get  a  divorce 
from  his  wife,  and  to  put  me  in  her  place  ;  and 
ordered  him  to  find  fome  method  to  make  me  a 
maid  of  honour  to  her  prefent  majelly,  that  in 
the  mean  time  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  rne.  It  is  impoiFible  to  exprefs  the  aftoniOi- 
ment  thefe  words  threw  me  into  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  that  the  moment  before,  when  it  ap- 
peared at  fo  great  a  dillance,  I  was  very  fincere 
in  my  declaration,  how  much  it  was  againft  my 
will  to  be  railed  fo  high  ;  yet  now  the  profpett 
came  nearer,  I  confefs  my  heart  fluttered,  and  my 

*  eyes 
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eyes  were  dazzled  with  a  view  of  being  feared  0:1 
a  throne.  My  imagination  prefented  before  me 
all  the  pomp,  power,  and  greatnefs,  that  attend 
a  crown  j  and  I  was  fo  perplexed,  1  knew  not  what 
to  anfwer,  but  remained  as  filent  as  if  I  had  loft 
the  life  of  my  fpeech.  My  father,  who  gueHcd 
what  it  was  that  made  me  in  this  condition,  pro- 
ceeded to  bring  all  the  arguments  he  thought  moft 
likely  to  bend  me  to  his  willj  at  lall,  I  recovered 
from  this  dream  of  grandeur,  and  begged  him,  by 
all  the  moft  endearing  names  I  could  think  of,  not 
to  urge  me  dilhonourably  to  forfakc  the  m^an,  who 
I  was  convinced  would  raife  me  to  an  empire,  if  in 
his  power,  and  who  had  enough  in  his  power  to 
give  me  all  I  delired.  But  he  was  dcif  to  all  I 
could  fay,  and  infifted,  that  by  next  week,  I  fliould 
prepare  myfelf  to  go  to  court :  he  bid  me  confuier 
of  it,  and  not  prefer  a  ridiculous  notion  of  honour 
to  the  real  intereft  of  my  whole  family,  but,  above 
all  things,  not  to  difclofe  what  he  had  trufted  me 
with.  On  which,  he  left  me  to  my  own  thoughts. 
When  I  was  alone,  I  reflected  how  little  real  ten- 
dernefs  this  behaviour  fhewed  to  me,  whole  happi- 
nefs  he  did  not  at  all  confulti  but  only  looked  on 
me  as  a  ladder,  on  which  he  could  climb  to  the 
heio;ht  of  his  own  ambitious  defires :  and  when  I 
thought  on  his  fondnefs  for  me  in  my  infancy,  I 
could  impute  it  to  nothing,  but  either  the  liking 
me  as  a  plaything,  or  the  gratihcation  of  his  va- 
nity in  my  beauty.  But  I  was  too  much  divided 
between  a  crown  and  my  engagement  to  lord  Pier- 
cy,  to  fpend  much  time  in  thinking  of  any  thing 
elfe  J  and  although  my  father  had  pofitively  forbid 
me,  yet,  v/hen  he  came  next,  I  could  not  help 
acquainting  him  with  all  that  had  palled,  with  the 
referve  only  ot  theftruggle  in  my  own  mind  on  the 
firft  mentioii  of  being  a  queen.  I  expecled  he  would 
have  received  the  news  with  the  greateft  agonies; 
bun  he  (liewed  no  vaft  emotion  j  however,,  he  could 
G  2  4  'not 
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*  not  he]p  turning  pale  j  and  taking  me  by  the  hand, 

*  looked  at  me  with  an  air  of  tendernefs,  and  faid, 
^  If  being  a  queen  will  make  yoj  happy,  and  it  is 
?  in  your  power  to  be  ih^  I  would  not  for  the  world 

*  prevent  it,  let  me  fufler  what  I  will.  This  ama- 
?  zifig  greatnefs  of  mind  had  on  me  quite  the  contrary 
'  effect  from,  what  it  ougiit  to  have  had  ;  for  inftead 
'  of  increafing  my  love  for  him,  it  almofl  put  an  end 
?  to  it,  and  1  began  to  think   if  he   could  part  with 

*  me,  the  miaitcr  was  not  much.     And  I   am  con- 

*  vinced,  v;hen  any  man  gives  up  the  poffeirion  of  a 
^  woman,  whofe  confent  he  has  once  obtained,  lee 

*  his  m.otive  be  ever  fo  p:enerous,  he    will  difoblisre 

*  her.     I  could  not  help  iliewing  my  diilatisfaftion, 

*  and  told  him,  I  was  very  glad  this  affair  fat  fo  ea- 
'  fily  on  him.  He  had  not  power  to  anfwer,  but 
'  was  fo  fuddenly  ffruck  with  this  unexpeded  ill- 
'  natured  turn  I  gave  his  behaviour,  that  he  flood 
'  amazed  for  feme  time,  and  then  bowed  and  Itft  me. 

*  Now  I  was  again  left  to  my  own  refieclionsj  but 
f  to  miake  any  thing  intelligible  out  of  them,  is  quite 
^  impoffible^  I  wifned  to  be  a  queen,  and  wifhed  I 
'  might  not  be  one  ;  I  would  have  my  lord  Piercy 
'  happy  without  mej  and  yet  I  would  not  have  the 
'  power  of  my  charms  be  fo  weak,  that  he  could  bear 

*  the  thought  of  life  after  being  difappointed  in  my 

*  love.  But  the  refultof  all  thefe  confufed  thoughts 
*^  was  a   refoluiion  to  obey  my  father.     I  am  afraid 

*  there  was  not  much  duty  in  the  cafe,  though  at  thar: 
'  time  I  wa:3  glad  to  take  hold  of  that  fmall  fnadow, 

*  to  fave  me  from  looking  on  my  own  actions  in  the 

*  true  light.     When  my  lover  came  again,  I  looked 

*  on  him  with  that  coldnefs  that  he  could  not  bear, 
*"on  purpofe  to  fid  myfelf  cf  all  importunity:  for 

*  Tince  1  had  refoh'cd  to  ufe  him  ill,  i  regarded  him 
'  as  the  monument  of  m)y  fliame,  and  his  every  look 

*  appeared   to  me  to  upbraid  me.     My  father  foon 

*  carried  me  to  courts  there  I  had  no  very  hard  part 

*  to  adl  5  for  with  the  experience  I  had  had  of  man- 

'  kind. 
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'  kind,  I  could  find  no  great  difficulty  in  nnanaging 
^  a  nman  who  liked  me,  and  for  whonn  I  not  only  did 

*  not  care,  but  had  an  utter  averfion  to  :  but  this 
^  averfion  he  believed  to  be  virtutr^  for  how  credu- 

*  lous   is  a  man  who  has  an  inclination  to  believe? 

*  And  I  took  care  fometimes  to  drop  words  of  cot- 

*  tages  and  love,  and  hov\^  happy  the  woman  was  who 
f  fixed  her  attedions  on  a  man  in  fuch  a  flation  of 

*  life,  that  fhe  might  fhew  her  love,  without  being 
'  fulpe(fled   of  hypocrify  or  mercenary  views.     Ail 

*  this  was  fwaliowed  very  eafily  by  the  amorous  king, 

*  who  pufhed  on  the  divorce  with  the  urmoft  im- 
^  petuoiity,  although  the  affair  laded  a  good  while, 

*  and  1  remained  moft  part  of  the  time  behind  the 
'  curtain.     Whenever  the  king  mentioned  it  to  me, 

*  I  ufed  fuch  arguments  againft  it,  as  I  thought  the 

*  moft  likely   to  make  him  the  m.ure  eager  for  it; 

*  begging,  that  unlefs  his  confcience  was  really  touch- 

*  ed,  he  would  not  on  my  account  give  any  grief 

*  to  his  virtuous  queen  ;  for  in  being  her  handmaid, 
^  I  thought    myfelf   highly  honoured  j    and  that  I 

*  would  not  only  forego  a  crown,  but  even  give  up 
^  the  pleafure  of  ever  feeing  him  more,  rather  than 
'  wrong  my  royal  miftrefs.  This  way  of  talking, 
^  joined  to  his  eager  defire  to  poflefs  my  perfon,  con- 

*  vinced   the  king  fo  fl:rongly  of  my  exalted  merit, 

*  that  he  thought  it  a  meritorious  a6l  to  difplace  the 

*  woman  (whom  he  could  not  have  fo  good  an  opi- 

*  nicn  of,  becaufe  he  vvas  tired  of  her),  and  to  put 
f  me  in  her  place.  Afcer  about  a  year's  ftay  at  court, 
?  as  the  king's  love  to  me  began  to  be  talked  of,  it 

*  was  thought  proper  to  remove  me,  that  there  might 

*  be  no  umbrage  given  to  the  queen's  party  j  I  was 

*  forced  to  comply  with  this,  though  greatly  againft 
'^  my  will ;   for  I  was  very  jealous  that  abfence  might 

*  change  the  king's  mind.  I  retired  again  with  my 
«  father  to  his  country-feats  but  it  had  no  longer 
f  thofe  charms  for  me  which  I  once  enjoyed  there  ; 
?  for  cny  mind  was  nov/  too  much  taken  up  with 

*  ambition 
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*  ambition  to  make  room  for  any  other  thoi>ghts. 

*  During  nriy  ftay  hel*^,   my  royal  Jover  often  fcnt 

*  cientlenKrn  ro  me  with  mefTasies  and  letters,  which 

*  I  always  anTwered  in  the  manner  I  thought  would 

*  beft  bring  about  my  defigns,  which  were  to  come 

*  back  again  to  court.     In  all  ihe  letters  that  pafTed 

*  between  us,  there  was  Ibmcthmg  fo  kingly  and 
*'  commanding  in  his,  and  lb  deceitful  and  fubmiffive 

*  in  nline^  that  I  fomerimes  could  not  help  reflefting 

*  en  the  difteren-ce  betwixt  this  correfpondencej, 
^  and'  that  with  lord  Piercy  j  yet  I  was  ib  prefled 

*  forward  by  the  de^re  of  a  crown,  1  could  not  think 

*  of  turning  back.     In   all   I   v/roie,  I  continually 

*  praifed  his  refolution  of  letting  me  be  at  a  diftance 
■^  from  him>  fince  at  this  time  it  conduced  indeed 

*  to  my  honour ;  but  Vvhac  was  of  ten  times  more 

*  weight  with  me,  I  thought  it  was  neceflary  for  his; 

*  and  I  would  fooner  fuffer  any  thing  in  the  -world, 
'  than  be  any  means  of  hurt  to  him,  either  in  his  in- 
«  tcreft,  or  reputation.    I  always  gave  fome  hints  of 

*  ill  health,  v/ith  fome  refledions  hov/  neceflary  the 

*  peace  of  the  mind  was  to  that  of  the   body.     By 

*  thefe  means,  I  brought  him  to  recall  me  again  by 

<  the  mofl:  abfolute  command,  v/hich  I  for  a  little 
«  time  artfully  delayed  (for  I  knew  the  impatience 

<  of  his  temper  would  not  bear  any  contradiction), 

<  till  he  made  my  father  in  a  manner  force  me  to  what 
«  I  moft  wiihed,  with  the  utmoft  appearance  of  re- 

<  luftanceon  my  fide.  When  I  had  gained  this  point, 

<  1  began  to  think  which  way  I  could  frparate  the 

*  king  from  the  queen,  for  hitherto  they  lived  in  the 

<  fame  houfe.  The  lady  Mary,  the  queen*s  daughter^ 

*  being  then  about  fixteen,  I  fought  for  emiffariesof 

*  her  own  age,  that  I  could  confide  in,  to  inftil  into 

<  her  mind  difrefpeclful  thoughts"of  her  father,  and 

*  make  a  jelt  of  the  tendernefs  of  his  confcieijce  about 
«  the  divorce.     I  knew  flie  had  naturally  ftrongpaf- 

*  fions,  and  that  young  people  of  that  age  are  apt  to 

<  think  thofe  that  pretend  to  be  their  friends  are 

*  really 
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really  fo,  and  only  fpeak  their  minds  freely  j  I  after- 
wards contrived  to  have  every  word  Ihc  fpoke  of 
hinn  carried  to  the  king  ;  who  took  it  all  as  I  could 
willi,  and  fancied  thofe  things  did  not  come  at 
fir(t  from  the  young  lady,  but  from  her  mother. 
He  would  often  talk  of  it  to  me,  and  I  agreed  with 
him  in  his  fentiments ;  but  tlien,  as  a  great  proof  of 
my  goodnefs,  I  always  endeavoured  to  excufe  her, 
by  faying,  a  lady  fo  long  time  ufed  to  be  a  royal 
queen,  might  naturally  be  a  little  exafperated  with 
thofe  line  fancied  would  throw  her  from  that  fta* 
tion  fhe  fo  juftly  deferved.  By  thefe  fort  of  plots, 
I  found  the  way  to  make  the  king  angry  with  the 
queeji  J  for  nothing  is  eafier  than  to  make  a  man 
angry  with  a  woman  he  wants  to  be  rid  of,  and 
who  {lands  in  the  way  between  him  and  his  plea* 
fures  :  fo  that  now  the  king,  on  the  pretence  of  the 
queen's  obftinacy,  in  a  point  where  his  confcienre 
was  fo  tenderly  concerned,  parted  with  her.  Every 
thing  was  now  plain  before  me  j  I  had  nothing 
farther  to  do  but  to  let  the  king  alone  to  his  own 
defires ;  and  I  had  no  reafon  to  fear,  fince  they  had 
carried  him  fo  far,  but  that  they  would  urge  him 
on  to  do  every  thing  I  aimed  at.  I  was  created  mar- 
chionefs  of  Pembroke.  This  dignity  fat  very  cafy 
on  me;  for  the  thoughts  of  a  much  higher  tide 
took  from  me  all  feeling  of  this  j  and  I  looked  up- 
on being  a  marchioncfs  as  a  trifle,  not  that  I  f.iw 
the  bauble  in  its  true  light,  bur  becaufe  it  fell  ihort 
of  what  I  had  figured  to  myfelf  1  fliouldfoon  obtain. 
The  king's  defires  grew  very  impatient,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  I  was  privately  married  to  him.  I 
was  no  fooner  his  wife,  than  I  found  all  the  queen 
come  upon  me  j  I  felt  myfelf  confcious  of  royalty, 
and  even  the  facescf  my  moft  intimate  acquaintance 
feemed  to  me  to  be  quite  Itrange.  I  hardly  knew 
them,  height  had  turned  my  head,  and  I  was  like 
a  man  placed  on  a  monument,  to  whofe  fight  ail 
creatures  at  a  great  diftance  below  him,  appear  like 

t  *ro 
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fo  many  little  pigmies  crawling  about  on  the  earth  j 
and  the  profpeft  fo  greatly  delighted  me,  that  I 
did  not  prefently  confider,  that  in  both  cafes  de- 
fcendinga  few  fteps  erefted  by  human  hands  would 
place  us  in  the  number  of  thofe  very  pigmies  who 
appeared  (o  defpicable.  Our  marriage  was  kept 
private  for  fome  time,  for  it  was  not  thought  pro- 
per to  make  it  public  (the  affair  of  the  divorce  not 
being  finifhed,  till  the  birth  of  my  daughter  Eliza- 
beth made  it  neceffary.  But  all  v/ho  faw  me  knew 
it ;  for  my  manner  of  fpeaking  and  a6ling  was  fo 
much  changed  with  my  (iacion,  that  all  around  mc 
plainly  perceived,  I  was  fure  1  was  a  queen.  While 
it  was  a  fecrer,  I  had  yet  fomething  to  with  for^  I 
could  not  be  perfedlly  fatisfied,,  till  all  the  world 
was  acquainted  with  mv  fortune  :  out  when  my  co- 
ronation was  over,  and  I  v/as  raifed  to  the  height  of 
my  ambition,  inllead  of  finding  myfclf  happy,  I  was 
in  reality  more  milerable  than  ever  ;  for  befides  that 
the  averfion  I  had  naturally  to  the  king  was  much 
more  difficult  to  diflemble  after  marriage  than  be- 
fore, and  grew  into  a  perfeft  deteftation,  my  ima- 
'gination,  which  had  thus  warmly  purfued  a  crov/n, 
grew  cool  when  I  was  in  the  poffeilion  of  it,  and 
gave  me  time  to  reile(5l  what  mighty  matter  I  had 
gained  by  all  this  buftle;  and  I  often  ufed  to  think 
myfelf  in  the  cafe  of  the  fox-hunter,  who  when  he 
has  toiled  and  hveated  all  day  in  the  chace,  as  if 
fome  unheard-of  bleffing  was  to  crown  his  fuccefs, 
finds  at  lad,  ail  he  has  got  by  his  labour  is  a  ftink- 
ing  naufeous  animal.  But  my  condition  was  yet 
worfe  than  his  ;  (ov  he  leaves  the  loathfome  wretch 
to  be  torn  by  his  hounds,  whilft  I  was  obliged  to 
fondle  mine,  and  meanly  pretend  him  to  be  the 
object  of  my  love.  For  the  whole  time  I  was  in  this 
envied,  this  exalted  ftate,  I  led  a  continual  life  o( 
hypocrify,  which  I  now  know  nothing  on  earth  can 
compenlate.  I  had  no  companion  but  the  man  I 
«  hated,     I  dared  not  difclofe  my  fentiments  to  any 

*■  perfoa 
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perfon  about  me  ;  nor  did  any  one  prefume  to  enter 
into  any  freedom  of  converfation  with  me  ;  but  all 
who  fpoke  to  me,  talLed  to  the  queen,  and  not  to 
me;  for  they  would  have  faid  juft  the  fame  things 
to  a  drefied  up  puppet,  if  the  king  had  taken  a  fan- 
cy to  call  it  his  wife.  And  as  1  knew  every  wo- 
man in  the  court  was  my  enemy,  from  thinking  flic 
had  much  more  right  than  I  had  to  the  place  I 
filled,  I  thought  myfelf  as  unhappy,  as  if  I  had  been 
placed  in  a  wild  wood,  when  there  was  no  human 
creature  for  me  to  fpeak  to,  in  a  continual  fear  of 
leaving  any  traces  of  my  footfteps,  left  1  fliould  be 
found  by  fome  dreadful  monfter,  or  (lung  by  fnakes 
and  adders  ;  for  fuch  are  fpiteful  women  to  the  ob- 
jeds  of  their  envy.  In  this  word  of  all  fituations, 
I  was  obliged  to  hide  my  melancholy,  and  appear 
cheerful.  This  threw  me  into  an  error  the  other 
way,  and  I  fometimes  fell  into  a  levity  in  my  be- 
haviour, that  was  afterwards  ir^ade  ufe  of  to  my 
difadvantage.  I  had  a  fon  d<iad-born,  which  I  per- 
ceived abated  fomet'aing  of  the  king's  ardor  j  for 
his  temper  could  not  brook  the  lead  difappoint- 
ment.  This  gave  me  no  unealmefs  ;  for  not  con- 
fidering  the  confequences,  I  could  not  help  being 
beft  pleafed  Vv'hen  I  had  lealt  of  his  company.  Af- 
terwards I  found  he  had  caft  his  eyes  on  one  of  my 
maids  of  honour;  and  whether  it  was  owing  to 
any  art  of  her's,  or  only  to  the  king's  violent  paf- 
fions,  I  was  in  the  end  ufed  even  worfe  than  my 
former  millrefs  had  been  by  my  means.  The  de- 
cay of  the  king's  affe6lion  was  prefently  ktn  by  all 
thofc  court-fycophants,  who  continually  watch  the 
motions  of  royal  eyes  ;  and  the  moment  they  found 
they  could  be  heard  againft  me,  they  turned  my 
moft  innocent  actions  and  words,  nay,  even  my  very 
looks,  into  proofs  of  the  blackeft  crimes.  The 
king,  who  v/as  impatient  to  enjoy  his  new  love,  lent 
a  willing  ear  to  all  miV  accufcrs,  v.'ho  found  ways  of 
making  himjealous  that  I  was  falfe  to  his  bed.   He 

*  would 
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*  would  not  fo  eafily  have  believed  any  thing  againft 
'  me  before,  but  he  was  now  glad  to  flatctr  hiaifelf 
«  that  he  had  found  a  reafon  to  do  juft  what  he  had 
'  refolved  upon  without  a  reafon  ;  and  on  fomc  flight 

*  pretences,  and  hearfay  evidence,  I  was  fent  to  the 
^  Tower,  where  the  lady,  who  was  my  greatcft  ene- 
'  my,  was  appointed  to  watch  me  and  lie  in  the 
f  lame  chamber  with  me.  This  was  really  as  bad  a 
'  punifhment  as  my  death  j  for  fhe  infulted  me  with 

<  thofe  keen  reproaches,  and  fpiteful  witticifmsj 
'  which  threw  me  into  fuch  vapours  and  violent  fits, 
'  that  I  knew  not  what  I  uttered  in  this  condition. 

*  She  pretended,  I  had  confefTcd  talking  ridiculous 

*  ftufFwith  a  fet  of  low  fellows,  whom  I  had  hardly 

*  ever  taken  notice  of,  as  could  have  impofed  on 

*  none  but  fuch  as  were  refolved  to  believe.     I  was 

<  brought  to  my  trial,  and  to  blacken  me  the  more, 
'  accuied  of  converfing  criminally  with  my  own  bro- 
'  ther,  whom  indeed  I  loved  extremely  well,  but 
«  never  looked  on  him  in  any  other  light  than  as  my 

<  friend.  However,  I  was  condemned  to  be  beheaded, 
«  or  burnt,  as  the  king  pleafed  ;  and  he  was  gracioufly 
'  pleafed,  from  the  great  remains  of  his  love,  to  chufe 

<  the  mlldeft  fentence.  I  was  much  iefs  (hocked  at 
^  this  manner  of  ending  my  life,  than  I  Ihould  have 
«  been  in  any  other  flation  j  but  I  had  had  fo  little 

<  enjoyment  from  the  time  I  had  been  a  queen,  that 

<  death  was  the  Iefs  dreadful  to  me.  The  chief  things 

*  that  lay  on  my  confcience,  were  the  arts  I  made  uf« 
«  of  to  induce  the  king  to  part  with  the  queen,  my 
«  ill  ufage  of  lady  Mary,  and  my  jilting  lord  Piercy. 
«  However,  1  endeavoured  to  calm  my  mind  as  well 

*  as  I  could,  and  hoped  thefe  crimes  would  be  for- 
«  o-iven  me  ;  for  in  other  refpecls  I  had  led  a  very  in* 

*  nocent  life,   and  always  did  all  the  good-natured 

<  adlions  I  found  any  opportunity  of  doing.  From  the 

<  time  I  had  it  in  my  power,  I  gave  a  great  deal  of 

<  money  amongll:  the  poor,  I  prayed  very  devoutly, 

<  and  went  to  my  execution  very  compofedlv.    Thus 

'  «  I  loft 


WORLD  TO  THE  NEXT,    (Be,    463 

*  I  loft  my  life  at  the  age  of  twenty -nine,  in  which 

*  fnort  time  I  believe  I  went  through  more  variety 
^  of  fcenes,  than  many  people  who  live  to  be  very 

*  old,    I  had  lived  in  a  court,  where  I  Ipent  my  time 

*  in  coquetry  and  gaiety  :  I  had  experienced  v^hat  it 
'  was  to  have  one  of  thofe  violent  paffions  which 
'  makes  the  mind  all  turbulence  and  anxiety.    I  had 

*  had  a  lover  whom  I  efteemed  and  valued,  and  at 
'^  the  latter  part  of  my  life,  I  was  raifed  to  a  ftatioii 

*  as  high  as  the  vaineft  woman  could  wifli.  But  in 
'  ail  thefe  various  changes,  I  never  enjoyed  any  real 

*  fatisfaclion,  unlefs  in  the  little  time  I  lived  retired 

*  in  the  country  free  from  all  noife  and  hurry;    and 

*  while  I  was  confcious  I  was  the  obje6l  of  the  love 

*  and  efteem  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  honour.' 

On  the  conclufion  of  this  hiftory,  Minos  paufed 
for  a  fmali  time,  and  then  ordered  the  gate  to  be 
thrown  open  for  Anne  Boleyn's  admittance  j  on  the 
confideration,  that  whoever  had  fufFered  being  a 
queen  for  four  years,  and  been  fenfible  during  all 
that  time  of  the  real  mifery  which  attends  that  ex- 
alted flatjon,  ought  to  be  forgiven  whatever  ilie  had 
done  to  obtain  it*. 

•  Here  ends  this  curious  manufcript ;  the  reft  being  dedroyed 
in  rolling  up  pens,  tobacco,  &c.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  heedleis 
people  will  henceforth  be  more  cautious  what  they  burn  or  ufe  to 
other  vile  purpofes  ;  efpeciaily  when  they  confider  the  fate  which 
had  likely  to  have  befallen  the  divine  Milton  ;  and  that  the  works 
of  Homer  were  probably  difcovered  in  forae  chandler's  ihop  in 
Greece. 
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